P R A Y E R
September 2nd Pray today for this
new Methodist year that it may be
filled with mission and outreach to
enable God’s will to be done in
this community. Pray for Rev Martin
Ramsden and Grove Hill
September 9th Pray today for the
Circuit Service and for Hayley and
Dorothy as they are recognised as
fully accredited Local Preachers.
Pray for Rev Sue Greenwood and
Marton
September 16th Pray today for all
Harvest Festival services taking
place over the next few weeks.
These are times of praise and
thanksgiving as we acknowledge
God’s goodness and as we share
his gifts. Pray for Rev Huw Sperring
and Normanby
September 23rd Pray today for
young people starting back at
college and university and their
families. Pray for Rev Laurence
Law and the Chinese
congregations
September 30th Pray today for all
those people who are ill in mind,
body or spirit either at home or in
hospital, and for those who care
for them. Pray for Rev Sarah
Ramsden and her ministry at
James Cook University hospital.
October 7th Pray today for all
church meetings that their
planning may be informed by the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Pray
for Rev Len Karn and Ormesby
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D I A R Y
October 14th. Pray for all those in
training for ordained ministry or for
Local Preaching and those who
may be considering their call. Pray
for Elaine at the Circuit office and
for Linthorpe Road.
October 21st Pray for the More
than Gold event taking place this
coming Saturday, for all those
involved and for those who may
be touched by the event in their
lives. Pray for Nunthorpe
October 28th Pray for the work
going on in our Circuit with
children and young people. Pray
for Hayley Liversidge and Eston
Grange.
November 4th. Pray today for all
who are lonely, those who are
ostracised by the community. Pray
for Linda Harkins and Trinity
November 11th Pray today for all
those who are involved in their
communities either in paid jobs or
as volunteers that they might
witness to our faith in the work they
try to do. Pray for Stainton church.
November 18th Pray today for
those who are unemployed, those
facing the threat of redundancy
and who feel of no use any longer.
November 25th Pray today for the
beginning of Advent, that as we
journey again to Bethlehem we
might be mindful of the great
news of the Messiah and vigilant in
our efforts to bring about the
Kingdom of God. Pray for Rev Ruth
Gee and for the Darlington District.

MEMO
Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst
September —November
2012
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The start of a new Methodist year is a time of challenge,
sometimes change but always a new stage of our individual and
our shared journey of faith.
At Memo we have changed things, we have a new Editorial team,
we have slightly changed the format, we have tried new ideas and
we have attempted to highlight the outreach activities of our
churches.
I hope you, the reader, are pleased with the new Memo and that
you may feel able to let us know how you feel, as your views are
important.
I very much enjoy the work in which I am involved in our Circuit,
especially since becoming Local Preacher’s Secretary. I think as
preachers we are privileged to see all the churches in our Circuit
and for some of us, in other Circuits. Once again I am reminded
on these visits of the amazing work going on in our Circuit and
the real sense of the Holy Spirit at work amongst us all. We want
to reflect this movement in Memo, to really celebrate the great
signs of God’s Kingdom and the amazing people we have in our
churches.
Please keep on telling us your stories, including the hopes and
dreams of your church for this new Methodist year and the way in
which your church is reaching out in to the community.
Lastly a big thank you for all the photographs you have sent in of
the Olympic Torch coming to Middlesbrough. Obviously we
couldn’t use them all, but we really are grateful for your
contributions.
Best wishes
Dave Elliott on behalf of the Editorial Team.
2

Thursday 18th October 7.30pm - 8.30pm Marton Methodist Church
TNT - Thursday Nights Together - Astronomy
Tuesday 30 October, 10.00 - 12.00 noon Avenue Methodist Church
Coffee Morning, all welcome
Saturday 3rd November, 10:00 – 12:00 noon Normanby Methodist
Church, Big Coffee morning: Cakes Stall, Books Stall, Busy Fingers,
Raffle; £1.00 inc tea/coffee and treat.
Tuesday 6th November, 8.30pm Fresh Expressions Quiz Night
Apple Tree, Marton Manor
Thursday, 15 November, 7.30pm - 8.30pm Marton Methodist
Church TNT - Thursday Nights Together - Music Hall
Saturday 17 November, 2.00pm - 4.00pm Stainton Methodist
Church Autumn Family Fair in the Memorial Hall
Tuesday 27 November, 10.00 - 12.00 noon Avenue Methodist
Church Coffee Morning, all welcome.

CHURCH

ADDRESSES

ESTON GRANGE
Corner of Churchill Road and Fabian Road TS6 9PP

GROVE HILL
422 Marton Road TS4 2PT (entrance on Farndale Rd)

LINTHORPE ROAD
54 Borough Road TS1 2JH

MARTON
The Grove, Marton TS7 8AB

NORMANBY
Corner of Cleveland Street and Patten Street TS6 0LW

NUNTHORPE
Corner of Connaught Road and Marton Moor Road

TS7 0BP

ORMESBY
Corner of Pritchett Road and High Street, Ormesby TS3 0NQ

STAINTON
Meldyke Lane TS8 9AU

TRINITY
Stainsby Road, off Acklam Road TS5 4JS
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BIBLICAL SONGS
NOAH: Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head
ADAM AND EVE: Strangers in Paradise
LAZARUS: “The Second Time Around”
MOSES: “The Wanderer”
SAMSON: “Hair”
DANIEL: “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”
PETER: “I’m Sorry”
SHADRACH, MESCHACH AND ABEDNEGO: “Great Balls of
Fire”
THE THREE KINGS: “When You Wish upon a Star”
METHUSELAH: “Staying Alive.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO
All material should be with the Circuit Office by
SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER

Events Around the Circuit
Saturday 1st September, 10:00 – 12:00 noon Normanby Methodist
Church, Big Coffee morning: Cakes Stall, Books Stall, Busy Fingers,
Raffle; £1.00 inc tea/coffee and treat.
Tuesday 4th September, 8.30pm Fresh Expressions Quiz Night
Apple Tree, Marton Manor
Thursday 20th September, 7.30pm - 8.30pm Marton Methodist
Church TNT - Thursday Nights Together
Tuesday 25 September, 10.00 - 12.00 noon Avenue Methodist
Church Coffee Morning, all welcome
Tuesday, 2 October, 8.30pm Fresh Expressions Quiz Night,
Apple Tree, Marton Manor
Saturday 6th October, 10:00 – 12:00 noon Normanby Methodist
Church, Big Coffee morning: Cakes Stall, Books Stall, Busy Fingers,
Raffle; £1.00 inc tea/coffee and treat.
Saturday 6th October, 6.30pm - 8.30pm Nunthorpe Methodist
Church Dance Exhibition/Cabaret Night
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The Superintendent’s Letter
The Big Welcome
As we begin a new Methodist year the Circuit Stewards
and I would like to encourage everyone in our churches to
place a special emphasis on demonstrating that our churches
are communities of generous welcome. For this reason we
have decided to designate the first Sunday in September as
The Big Welcome. The first Sunday in September will be
the first Sunday that members from Avenue will be
worshipping with new church families. We really want
them to feel welcome and loved as they begin patterns of
worship with new communities.
In addition to this though, I have encountered a number
of people in recent months who normally do not go to
church. When I have invited them to come along they have
said to me that they have been wanting to find a church for a
long time but were unsure whether they would be welcome.
This is very sad and causes me to realise that an important
part of being a welcoming community is also being an
invitational community.
For the first Sunday in September, let us all make a
really special effort to invite our friends and neighbours to
church, let us make sure that we express our welcome very
warmly on the day and let us begin to think how in the
months to come we can be even better at invitation and
welcome.
With love,

Martin
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Linthorpe Road Methodist
Church and Resource Centre.

The Olympic Torch Relay.
Sunday 17th June 2012.
It had been decided that Linthorpe Road
Methodist Church and Resource Centre would
celebrate the Olympic Torch Relay passing the Church building with help
from other churches.
We collected flags, bunting etc to be used as decorations for outside the
building and inside the Community Café.
The Café was to have refreshments and
facilities for anyone who wished to avail
themselves of cakes and eats supplied by
members of several churches. It proved to
be an enormous success with several hundreds of people using the Café and resting
a while prior to the arrival of the torch.
Some were content to sit and talk and children had a great time with Hayley
making their own ‘torches.’
When the ‘Torch’ was about to appear the
crowds in front of the building and along the
road were several lines deep and all were in
good voice as the various
support vehicles passed by and then the great
roar as the ‘Torch’ came into view.

Thanks to all who helped in any way.
Bill Teasdale.

CIRCUIT SERVICE
The next Circuit Service will be at
Marton Methodist Church
On Sunday 9th September at 10.00am
4

second problem is that while we may understand the issue we may
not be sure what we should believe. What was it the badge said?
“What would Jesus do?” Well Jesus didn’t say anything directly
about any of the examples given above, so we are left trying to look
at what he did say and do and extend this to the things we struggle
with in the 21st century...and that’s not easy!
So, the circuit Learning & Development group have developed an
idea first suggested by the Worship & Learning group at Marton. We
propose holding a series of sessions entitled "As a Christian what
should I think about .......?". The format may vary; sometimes we may
invite two people to present different points of view and then give the
opportunity for discussion and debate. Other times we may invite an
expert to explain a complex subject in simple English which will then
enable folk to begin to form an opinion on the matter. But before we
progress this we need to find out whether anyone but us will be interested at all!! So, could you please let me (John Hinton) know if you
are interested either by telephone (323513) by post (24 Eagle Park,
Marton, Middlesbrough TS8 9NT) or e mail
(john_pat.hinton@live.co.uk). Not everyone may see Memo so please
share this with others in your churches (and outside!)
Please contact us with your thoughts (positive or negative) and let us
know whether there any topics you may like to cover or whether you,
or someone you know, may have specific knowledge or experience in
any of the areas that we may explore.

John Hinton
(on behalf of the Circuit Learning & Development group)

British Summer Time
ends on
Sunday 28th October
Don’t forget to put your clocks
back one hour
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"As a Christian what should
I think about .......?"
Feel free to fill in the gap! Possibilities include:
As a Christian what should I think about the fact that scientists seem
very close to finding the Higgs Bosun particle (the so called God
particle)? - does this explain away God or does it show us more
about how his wonderful creation works?
As a Christian what should I think about the fact
that people are living longer and longer but often the quality of life may be diminished? should I support withholding medical care or even
assisted suicide in certain cases on the grounds of
genuine compassion or are we called to cherish life
and maintain it as long as possible?
As a Christian what should I think about stem cell research? when can we say life begins and are we playing God with this
technology?
As a Christian where should I stand on “Crime and Punishment”?
– should I support tougher and tougher punishment as a deterrent
to reduce crime and protect future victims or should I be more
concerned with understanding why the criminals behave like they
do and focus on rehabilitation?
As a Christian what should I think about Gay Marriage?- is it to
be condemned outright or should it be supported if the couple are
in love and wish to publically commit their relationship before
God and their friends and family?
These things present two problems to the modern pilgrim. Firstly, we
simply may not understand it enough to form a view (particle physics
and molecular biology are not topics touched on in daily life!). The
20

M.A.P. FUNDING
Many of you will know that the Circuit Meeting in June
agreed to provide some funding for the Methodist Asylum
Project to enable the work to continue for another year if we
were unable to secure funding from elsewhere.
We are delighted to be able to report that we have been successful in our
applications to the Northern Rock Foundation, Allen Lane Foundation, Henry
Smith Charity and Hilden Charitable Fund. In total this amounts to over
£100,000, and so the project is secure for the next two years and into the third
year.
Not only does this ensure financial stability, it also
gives us a real boost for the project. It confirms what
we already know – that
outstanding work is being done in the name of this
project, which is worthy of funding.
We hope that the support shown for the project at the
Circuit Meeting will continue – through volunteers,
donations of clothes and your prayers.

BRAIN TEASER
Here are the answers from the last MEMO
I once made a remark about the hidden books in the bible merely by a
fluke, it kept people looking so hard for the facts and for others it was a
revelation. Some were in a jam especially since the names had not
been capitalized.
But now the truth finally struck home to the numbers of readers, to others it was a real job. We want this to be a most fascinating few moments for you.
Yes there will be some difficult ones to spot, others may require some
judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a Minister to
find one of them, there will be lamentations when it is found.
A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better.
See how well you can compete. Relax now for there really are sixteen
books of the Bible hidden in this passage.
5

All have involved reaching out, embracing and letting go, in order to move
on. Through much of that change, welcomed or thrust upon us, we have
learnt and grown. It is the path to maturity.

NEW CIRCUIT EVENT
SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER
KING’S ACADEMY
It was with heavy hearts that Kay, Liz and I had to face the
fact that the wonderful event we had being working
towards and praying about, had to be cancelled. July 7th, that special date in
our diaries was one of disappointment instead of rejoicing. The
management at Stewart Park told us we must cancel, so the decision was
out of our hands.
However there were positives. We thank God for the wonderful people we
worked with over those months, and the friendships that developed. We
saw our prayers answered so often as more people came up with offers of
help and support.
We are now pleased to confirm that the 'More than Gold' event will take
place at King's Academy, Coulby Newham on Saturday October 27th from
1pm to 5pm, with music, charities, international events, children's games,
craft activities and worship. Watch out for more details.
My personal thanks to Kay Braithwaite and to Liz Milburn who have been
amazing in their hard work and their creativity, it has been such a pleasure
working with them.
Dave Elliott

“

HAVE YOU A
FAVOURITE BIBLE
PASSAGE

Neither height nor depth, nor

anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the

Please let us know
which it is, and if you
would like, please tell
us why it is your
favourite?

love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Details to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office

”
Romans 8:39
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The events associated with Easter remind me that Jesus was trying to get
his friends to ‘let go’ of their dependence on being able to see and hear and
touch him, in order to know him.
He seemed to be willing them to grasp that in spite of the horrors they had
witnessed and the apparent finality of his death that his love, his influence
was still there for them without the aid of their senses.
It is this irrational experience that lies at the heart of what we believe. It is
not dependent on a set of ideas, an organization or a building. It is like the
stuff of memory. Wherever we go we take it with us.

Len Karn

We are delighted to share the news that the
Conference has designated Revd Ruth Gee to be
President of Conference for 2013/14.
Her induction as President will be at the opening
of the London Conference on Saturday 6th July
2013.
We offer Ruth our congratulations, prayers and
good wishes.
WHAT IS MISSING FROM THIS ISSUE
Please continue to send us your comments on MEMO,
so we can make it the magazine that you want.
Please send them to the Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office
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Letting Go

JOINT CHURCH HOLIDAY

I recently had the sad task of helping to clear the contents of a friend’s
home.

ABBOT HALL CHRISTIAN CENTRE APRIL 2012

The rooms, their furnishings and fittings, so expressive of their late owner
had been the scene of a courageous struggle to come to terms with a life
shortening illness.
It had been the setting for much laughter and heartache. Within its walls the
effects of debilitating exhaustion and the insistent issues of life and death
had been grappled with. Its contents reminded me of magical places visited,
friendships forged, of creativity and courage, of treats and tears. But now it
was an empty shell, being stripped to allow some other use, some other
occupant.
I have not revisited that house or enjoyed its colourful garden since. There
is no need. All the treasured associations it represents. I carry with me
wherever I am. My memory is the living repository of the experience it
represents.
The people who have worshipped at Avenue are experiencing
something similar right now.
Not the stark letting go of someone close to you, but a letting go of a
familiar building and its associations.
It is not a unique experience. A combination of ageing, dwindling
congregations and increasingly expensive buildings to maintain,
combined with more responsibility resting on fewer shoulders, has, and will
lead others to face similar decisions.
It takes courage to move on or make drastic changes before events overtake
you, or responsibilities become too burdensome: to leave a building with all
its associations and find some other way of celebrating what it stands for.
If we step back and reflect upon our past, we see that we have been
‘embracing’ and ‘letting go’ of all sorts of things that have been important
to us over the years.
As children leaving home to go to school for the first time – leaving school
to enter the world of work. Leaving parents to set up our own home. Leaving a familiar setting to live in a different part of the country, or the world.
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Monday morning dawned and at 9.45 am members of Eston Grange,
Normanby and Ormesby Churches boarded Jacks Coach and Richard
our driver headed for Darley Mill for a coffee stop. Then it was on to
Skipton for a lunch stop. The sun shining, we enjoyed the Spring
countryside. Journeying on through Settle and Kirby Lonsdale, we
arrived at our hotel at 4pm. After we had all settled in our bedrooms,
dinner was at 6.30pm. The food was very good and the bedrooms
very comfortable. We were entertained by a good Methodist tenor.
We had a quiz, a beetle drive and a concert for our evening
entertainment.
During the days, we had lovely runs
round the Dales. Visits to Keswick,
Ambleside, a lovely miniature village
with lunch in a Reclamation barn and a
boat trip on Lake Windermere. Laughter
all the way plus a large bag of sweets.
There was a visit to a Methodist Coffee
Morning and on the way home a good
two hours at Kendal for lunch.
Thank you to our gallant leader Mrs Maureen Borley, and Judith
Bone, Treasurer, for a lovely holiday. Thank you from all of us for
your careful arrangements. Great Fellowship. When is the next one?

Marjorie Hodge.
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OLYMPIC TORCH
DAY
17TH JUNE 2012
I went very early to Linthorpe Road Church
and Resource Centre on Sunday 17th June,
2012 because I was sure that the buses would
be crowded with people all eager to see this
once in a lifetime event. The bus was
practically empty and as we journeyed into the town I was a little concerned that this event was going to be a damp squib! But I needn't
have worried!
When I arrived at the Community Cafe there were people from
churches over the circuit putting up bunting outside, and lots of others
inside the cafe preparing food. Several people were seated already,
there were flags of all nations proudly displayed on the shelves and
tables, a TV showing the progress of the flame throughout Great
Britain, and music playing. Tables set out with materials to make
crowns and torches, and another for writing prayers for the Olympics,
and whatever/whoever you wished. and tables and chairs outside for
those who needed a rest!
And then the people started to arrive en masse; all faiths, all
cultures, all ages, all colours. It was a Pentecostal scene indeed as
people chatted and took refreshments.
Some of us claimed our places on the pavements long before the
workmen came to erect the barriers. Flag sellers came round( (John
Harris got the best bargain by bartering down the price!) The Balloon
sellers were there; the police came and chatted to the crowd, our policeman had just come down from Durham and told us what to expect.
Gradually the road began to fill up with people, all waving flags, and
taking snaps.
Someone near me started up the hymn "This little light of mine" and
8

HOLIDAY AT
HOME
AUTUMN BREAK
INTER—
DENOMINATINAL
60+
OCTOBER 15th-17th
10.00am—2.30pm

ESTON GRANGE SCHOOLROOM £17.50
Come along and enjoy fun, fellowship entertainment
and a 2 course lunch each day.
Good time guaranteed.
Leaflets and application forms available, please contact
Ray & Lillian Pryde at Eston Grange Methodist
Church.

Hymns of the lukewarm church
I surrender some
A comfy mattress is our God
Joyful, joyful, we kinda like Thee
All hail the influence of Jesus’ name
Amazing Grace how interesting the sound
Take my life and let me be
Oh for a couple of tongues to sing
I’m fairly certain that my redeemer lives
Spirit of the living God, fall somewhere near me
Pillow of ages, fluffed for me
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Methodist Women in
Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network
and British Unit of the
World Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church Women

Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 28th September 2.00pm at Trinity
Speaker: Mrs Win Aston (District Events Secretary)
(Bring & Buy/Holiday Stall).

Thursday 11th October 2.00pm.
Circuit Network Committee at Marton.

Friday 9th November

most of us joined in with the singing.
There was such a buzz of excitement even when the police cars, and
motor bikes came, we cheered and waved our flags. and they
responded. One motor cyclist stopped to let Josh have a photo with
him. Passers by also stopped to partake of the free food and drinks.
Then the parade started with various vehicles representing the sponsors
and almost before we realised the torch was passing us.
It was a wonderful experience of camaraderie, meeting up with old
friends, dispensing good will to anyone and everyone.
Thank you for all who made the event such a heart-warming one.

2.00pm at Marton

Speaker: Mrs Roma Ross Visit to South Africa
Dedication of Sunshine Bags
Please note change of date

District Network Events
Friday 5th October.
Autumn District Day at Richmond Methodist Church.
Coffee served from 10.00am for 11am start.
“A Day with a Difference”. There will be a short business meeting followed by
various workshops in preparation for Final Worship in the afternoon.
Stalls include Bring &Buy, Fairtrade and New and Used Books.
Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided. Afternoon session will commence at
2pm.

11am Friday 26 October to 4pm Saturday 27 October
District Women’s Network Conference at Brockley Hall, Saltburn.
Conference Leader: Margaret Foxall.
It is most worthwhile to come for the whole conference but pre-booked day visitors
will be welcomed. Please note that this is open to All women in the Church.
Booking forms are available from your Church Network Secretary.

Friday 30 November
District Advent Service at Marske Methodist Church
Coffee from 10.30am, Service at 11 00am. Light lunch provided after the service.
All women are welcome at all the above events. Please contact me if you would like
more information, I will be pleased to help.

Celia Shires

Avenue and Wesley.
May 20th is a long time ago now and one of the
criteria for articles in this Memo is that they
should not be about the past!!
However I just wanted to say what a joy it was to
be
leading that Wesley service at Avenue along with
Ron Mapplebeck on that special day. So much
planning had gone into the event and the result was a congregation really
fired up by the Holy Spirit. How humbling it was to hear about the way God
had called Dawn Harris and Linda Harkins to two different types of ministry. We enjoyed the drama produced by Ruth Lewis and of course the great
organ accompaniment to our singing provided by Ruth Astbury.
The other special element of this service was the church itself, such an
amazing place for an act of worship of any kind, but especially for a big
sing.
Dare we hope we can have next year’s Wesley Day service at Avenue
again? I would like to think so, but wherever we celebrate it will certainly
be special.
Thank you to all of you who came along, join us again in 2013.

Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

Dave Elliott
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A PICTURE PAINTS A THOUSAND WORDS
At STAINTON we welcome not only our church family but also
friends from the village and around the circuit to join us in fellowship.
This year we have invited people to help us celebrate the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee.
We held a very
successful pie,
pea and
entertainment
evening in the
Memorial Hall.

When the village held its
Jubilee Celebrations we
opened the Chapel to
welcome people for
refreshments and chat.

signpost people to agencies able to solve the longer-term problem.
To provide the service we believe God wants us to here in Middlesbrough we
are asking Schools, Churches, businesses and individuals to donate
non-perishable, in-date food.
So how can you get involved?
To get our supplies off to a good start we held a supermarket collection at the
Grangetown Tesco on August 11th - giving shoppers a ‘foodbank shopping
list’ and asking them to buy an extra item or two for local people in crisis.
We will be holding similar days in the future at other supermarkets.
If you can come and support us on the day – we would love to see you there!
Donate food
Individually or as a church buy and donate any of the products on the list.
To donate; arrange to bring your food to the warehouse, ask us for your
nearest Food Collection Point or organise a collection directly.
Set up a Food Collection Point
If you work or worship in an environment that could host a more permanent
Food Collection Point for donated products –let us know and we can provide
you with marketing material and arrange a more regular warehouse
collection.

We had a wonderful
open air
Jubilee Big Sing in
Meldyke Square. It was
St Swithin’s Day and
the sun shone on us all!
Lockwood Brass
provided the
accompaniment for all
the hymns.
Almost 100 people
who were in good
voice, then went into
the hall for
refreshments and
fellowship.

Volunteer
Get involved directly and join our prayer
team, volunteer with us at a Foodbank or
help out in our warehouse. Contact us for
an application form.
Give
Although Food is the priority,
Middlesbrough Foodbank will need a
monetary income to sustain the service to
the community long term. To make a donation, contact us for a response
form.

For all the above, contact us on 07954131337 or email
info@middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk

10
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Every day local people go hungry
for reasons ranging from
redundancy to receiving an
unexpected bill on a low
income. Middlesbrough
Foodbank will provide a
minimum of three days
people experiencing crisis.
In 2011-12 foodbanks fed 128,687 people nationwide, 100% more than the
previous year. Rising costs of food and fuel combined with static income,
high unemployment and changes to benefits are causing more and more
people to come to foodbanks for help. Foodbanks help prevent crime,
housing loss, family breakdown and mental health problems. A simple box
of food makes a big difference.
The Trussell Trust, a charity aiming to tackle poverty through community
projects in the UK, partners with churches and communities to open new
foodbanks nationwide. This year it’s Middlesbrough’s turn.
We are very excited and overwhelmed by God’s provision in seeing this
vision become reality. We have a warehouse space (an empty building on
loan from The Church Of England) and a van donated by a local business
Northern Light solar systems.
For the food, Foodbanks rely on the support of local communities. In a
Trussell Trust foodbank all food is donated by the public, sorted and stored in
a warehouse by volunteers. Frontline care professionals such as doctors and
social workers identify people in crisis and issue a food voucher. The
foodbank clients then bring their voucher to a foodbank centre where it can be
redeemed for three days emergency food.
Each food box will contain a minimum of three days nutritionally balanced,
non-perishable food;
Milk (UHT or powdered), Sugar (500g), Fruit juice (carton), Soup, Pasta
sauces, Sponge pudding (tinned), Tomatoes (tinned), Cereals, Rice pudding
(tinned), Tea Bags/instant coffee, Instant mash potato, Rice/pasta, Tinned
meat/fish, Tinned fruit, Jam, Biscuits or snack bars.
We do not simply hand out the food boxes. Appropriately trained
volunteers meet the clients over a cup of tea and are able to listen, pray and
14

FLAME PROJECT
Families Outreach across the Circuit
The families outreach work continues to go very well and be busy. Apart from
the regular work of four schools clubs, a choir, numerous school assemblies, Quest
Club at Grove Hill, messy church at Eston Grange, Grove Hill and Nunthorpe I am
always looking out for ways to develop it further.
Recently we have been able to arrange for children from Grove Hill to be taken
by coach to the X:Site children's event in association with SU that I oversee. The
children had a really good time and learnt about God. I look forward to seeing
X:Site grow further.
I am pleased to say the Kidz Club that has started up at Eston Grange is
thriving. It is great to be a part of it.
The latest initiative is to start cafe church called Cafe Connect in the
Crossroads Cafe at Linthorpe Road. This is held the first Sunday of every month
from 6-8pm. So far there have only been two but already the numbers attending
have increased with young people with families attending who would not normally
go to a church service.. It is held in a cafe in a very relaxed style including tea.
Coffee, spring rolls, cakes ,biscuits and chat. The format will vary each time but
will include a time of prayer (often sensory in nature) and a bible study also music.
So far I am really pleased at the way it is going and look forward to developing it.
As I write I am in the middle of arranging a school visit for the first time in years
of Bankfields Primary school to Normanby Methodist Church. Eighty Yr1/2
children should be coming to look at Christianity the last week of the summer
term.
Opening the Crossroads Cafe for the Olympic torch passing by was a huge
success. It was great to be able to organise activities for children. So many came
I lost count of how many children and parents actually made the Olympic torches.
It was wonderful to chat to them.
It is also excellent to be able to spend a day next week with the Yr 4's at
Beechgrove Primary School on the Olympic theme Fifty children are involved in
sports and creative art activities in teams. There are medals for all. However this is
also an opportunity to include some Christian teaching.
So overall it is very exciting to see the opportunities that have come up to share
something of Gods love in many ways to those in our community.
My thanks to all the volunteers who work so hard on the project and to
everyone who supports it in such a variety of ways. Without you this could not
happen.
God bless, Hayley
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We long to make friends with those around us and serve as
good neighbours.
We long to see the church grow as we invite more people to
live as disciples of Jesus.

OUR COMPASS’

‘
Pilgrims on a journey often use a compass to
help orientate themselves in changing environments and to help them understand the direction that they should travel. This is our compass.

Who Are We?
We are a connected community of Christ’s disciples who worship God with the whole of our lives.

What Defines Us?
Our Passion for Jesus

What Questions Do We Ask?
How do we resource prayerful day-by-day devotion to Jesus?
How do we enable deep sharing in caring and inclusive discipleship communities?
How do we develop confidence to make friends with those
around us and serve as good neighbours?
How do we grow in our boldness to invite more people to follow Jesus?

Why?

What plans do we have in our own lives,
in our Churches and in our Circuit
to journey further in our pilgrimage
over the coming year?

Because He first loved us and gives power to our lives

What Are We Here For?
To Love Christ, To Grow in Christ, To Show Christ’s Love, To
Make Christ Known

How Do We Live This?
By our prayerful day-by-day devotion to Jesus
By sharing openly and caring deeply
By serving as part of our communities
By introducing new people to Jesus

What Do We Hope For?
We long to see lives transformed by God’s grace as we are
prayerfully devoted to Jesus.
We long to discover more of God’s love as we share together in
churches which are caring and inclusive discipleship
communities.
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Cleanliness is next to Godliness
A pastor, apparently fed up with all the excuses given over the years as to
why people don’t go to church, included this list in the Sunday newsletter.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

TEN REASONS WHY I NEVER WASH
I was forced to as a child
People who wash are hypocrites, they think they are cleaner than
everyone else
There are so many different kinds of soap I can’t decide which is best.
I used to wash, but I got bored and stopped
I wash only on special occasions, like Christmas and Easter
None of my friends wash
I’ll start washing when I get older and dirtier
I can’t spare the time
The bathroom is never warm enough in winter or cool enough in
summer
People who make soap are only after your money
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