P R A Y E R

September 1st We pray today for
our Circuit as we begin a new
Methodist year, that God will inspire
us through the Holy Spirit to serve
him in all we do together and as
individuals. Pray too for the
Preachers' meeting tomorrow. Pray
for Rev Sue Greenwood and
Nunthorpe
September 8th We pray today for
all who are returning to school, both
students and teachers, and
Governors. May we think about our
influence as churches on the
education in our local schools. Pray
for Rev Christopher Wood-Archer
and Normanby.
September 15th We pray today for
all the church meetings which begin
again in the new year. Bless all who
have places on these meetings that
good things may come from their
discussions and prayers. Pray for
Rev Charity Hamilton and Grove Hill.
September 22nd We think today of
the celebration of Harvest happening
in our churches over the coming
weeks that it may be a real
celebration of God's good gifts and a
practical concern for all those who
need extra help. Pray for Rev Len
Karn and Eston Grange
September 29th We pray for all
who are ill at this time in body, mind
or spirit, for those who care for
them and worry about them. Pray
for Rev Sarah Ramsden and her
ministry at the Hospice. Pray for
Stainton.
October 6th We pray today for our
Circuit Songs of Praise taking place
this evening. May it be a time of
celebration and fellowship. Pray for
all who make music in our churches
week by week. Pray for The Avenue
Community Project.
October 13th We pray for the
Circuit Leadership Team and also
those involved in the Invitation
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D I A R Y
Committee that they may govern
our people with care. Pray for Elaine
at the Circuit Office.
October 20th We pray for the many
missions of our local churches and
we think of the work developing and
continuing at Linthorpe Road. Pray
for the Linthorpe Road congregation
and for the staff working there.
October 27th We pray for all who
work with children and young people
in our Circuit we think also of the
mission to the University and for
those involved in developing that
mission. Pray for Trinity and the
Family Friendly Centre.
November 3rd We pray today for all
who have nowhere to live on a
permanent basis, who depend on
the hospitality of others or who
sleep rough. Pray for all who are
deemed as outcasts by Society. Pray
for Alisa Adamson and all involved
with MAP. Pray for Marton
November 10th On this
Remembrance Sunday we pray for
those who are still involved in
conflicts around the world. We
remember those who have given
their lives for us in so many wars,
and we pray for those who still bear
the scars mentally and physically.
Bless all those services of
Remembrance that all of us may
work for and pray for Peace.
November 17th We pray today for
all who are involved in caring for the
elderly, for those who are no longer
able to get to church or to weekly
activities, for those who are lonely.
Be with all who visit them and also
the Methodist Live at Home Scheme.
Pray for Rev Laurence Law and the
Chinese church
November 24th We pray today for
the Chair of our District Rev Richard
Andrew and for all the many
different churches in our District.

MEMO

Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst

SEPTEMBER TO

NOVEMBER 2019

NUNTHORPE METHODIST CHURCH

The Marriage & Relationships Roadshow
As you receive this 'Memo' it will be the
start of our new Methodist year, and like
all new years, it will bring hope and
maybe excitement, it will bring prayer
and planning, it will maybe bring some
anxiety about what the future holds.
This future is about our own Christian
journey, where are we on that journey?
Do we ever examine our growth in faith ,
be honest with ourselves about where we
may have gone wrong, and be thankful
for the things we have done well, and
hopefully thank God for all he has done
and continues to do to help us on our
journey into the future.
What about our churches? Where are we?
Where are we going? What about
mission, but also what about the way we
grow, not in numbers, but in faith. What
are our hopes for our church? Is our
church a place of love and care? Is it a
place where people feel welcome? What
do we want it to be in the new year?
What are the real challenges we want to
take up, how is the Holy Spirit going to
help us and where is the Spirit leading
us?
Lastly what about our Circuit? What is
the way forward? Already exciting plans
have been launched about mission, and
growth. Do we know about what is going
on in our Circuit? Are we joined up in
our thinking, our communication and in
our mission?
One sad thought is that this will be the
last year for our Superintendent Minister,
Rev Sue. We know how much she has
blessed us, and will continue to care for
our Circuit.
So questions, hopes, dreams. None of
them of any value unless they are joined
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to prayer and love and trust in the power
and leadership of the Holy Spirit.
'Memo' continues to strive towards
helping us to share with each other across
the Circuit and to reflect our thoughts and
tell everyone about our activities.
We thank all the many people who
contribute to 'Memo' some in this issue
for the first time, so we say 'welcome'
Some are 'regulars' and we say 'keep up
the good work.' To all who contribute in
any way a sincere thank you from the
Communications Team, and a special
'thank you' to Elaine at the Circuit Office
who collates it all.
And please look out in this edition for
some very special news about 'Memo'

Best wishes
Dave, Anne and Elaine
( Communications Team)

Circuit Service
Songs of Praise
Eston Grange Methodist
Church
6th October at 6.00pm

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION OF MEMO
Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road, Nunthorpe,
Middlesbrough TS7 0BS

Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com
by 1st October 2019

On 3rd October 2019
At Trinity Methodist Church
Following this year’s Methodist Conference vote on marriage
and relationships, this is an opportunity for you to come, hear
and share your views on changes to the Church’s definition of
marriage and it’s understanding of relationships.
7.00pm for Coffee, 7.30pm start.

First meal on the moon
(and why NASA hushed it up)
Almost everyone knows Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin were
the first people to stand on the moon. Almost everyone knows
the words Armstrong said, but how many know what Buzz
Aldrin did before they stepped out on to the moon's surface? Aldrin was a convinced Christian and an elder at Webster Presbyterian Church,
Houston, Texas. Before the flight he had wondered about how to mark the landing. He
wrote in an article in 1970 that his pastor Dean Woodruff had told him "God reveals
himself in the common elements of everyday life' – like bread and wine. Woodruff gave
him a silver chalice to take with him on the flight, and there was just enough gravity for
him to be able to pour the wine from a plastic container. He wrote in 'Guideposts': "In the
one-sixth gravity of the moon the wine curled slowly and gracefully up the side of the
cup. It was interesting to think that the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the
first food eaten there, were communion elements." He also read from John 15.5: 'I am the
vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, will bear much fruit,
for you can do nothing without me.'
Before he took communion, he radioed back to NASA: "I would like to request a few
moments of silence. I would like to invite each person listening in, wherever and
whomever they may be, to contemplate for a moment the events of the past few
hours and to give thanks in their own individual way. NASA kept quiet about what he
was actually doing, though. It was bruised by the activities of atheist campaigner
Madalyn Murray O'Hair, who had fought a series of court battles – all of which she
lost – against it, because the crew of a previous mission - Apollo 8 - had read out the
creation story from Genesis during their orbit. She thought it violated the constitutional
division between church and state. The Bible and the moon have a lot more history
besides all that. Three hundred microfilmed King James Versions were carried on the
Apollo 14 mission at the instigation of the Apollo Prayer League, 100 of which went
down to the moon in the lunar module with astronaut Edgar Mitchell. There's also a
paper Bible still on the moon; it's on the dashboard of an abandoned lunar rover and was
left there by Apollo 15 astronaut David Scott.
Mark Woods

The Association for Church Editors
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PEN PORTRAIT OF MARTON METHODIST CHURCH.

The Superintendent’s Letter

A little bit of history ... there is a long tradition of Methodism in Marton as the first
chapel was built in the village in 1842 making us the oldest Methodist Church in
Middlesbrough. Although, before this date services were actually held in the Rudds, the
manager William Atkinson and a local lady known as ‘Old Mary’ being the first
Methodists in the village.
In 1970 our present church building was opened. It was designed, by the late Mabel
Thompson who was a church member at Marton for many years, to roughly resemble
the old Methodist shell badge. At almost 50 years old the church is a light, airy and
very modern looking building in which to meet and share worship. Mabel was
obviously way ahead of her time in her architectural skills for which we are very
thankful.

Marton Church today ... the central and most important part of our life at Marton is
9.30am each Sunday when we meet for our weekly service. We have only a very small
number of children but we have a crèche/Sunday school where they have the
opportunity to learn about Jesus through Bible stories and craft activities. The after
service refreshments give us a chance to just sit and chat and spend time with our
Church family in a relaxed atmosphere.
Everyone is warmly welcome and the fellowship is very much in evidence.
On a Monday afternoon the Women’s Fellowship meet and enjoy a variety of activities,
speakers, music, and most especially sharing time together.

On the third Thursday of each month we have TNT (Thursday Nights Together) – this is
a social group which enjoys a variety of activities, speakers, quiz and games nights and
lovely cakes at each get together. The main purpose of this group is just for us to come
together, as we would do with our own families to simply spend time with one another.
These groups are made up of church and non church people but everyone who comes is
sure to be made very welcome and there is always space for more!!
Tuesday (pm) and Thursday (am) we have toddler groups run by the church for the
community. Historically this was called “mums and toddlers”, but in our changing
world it is more often grandparents, childminders and the occasional dad who bring the
children, but all are equally welcome.

The Middlesbrough Live at Home scheme is based in our church and we have a
luncheon club fortnightly on a Wednesday. We have also recently been recognised as a
Dementia Friendly Church. The building is also used by many groups who hire the
premises, WI, Tai Chi, Yoga, Wind Band to mention a few. Although this mainly helps
our finances it is a way of reaching out into the community and making the presence of
our church known.
Looking to the future ... this coming year will be a mixture of great sadness and excited
anticipation as we will be saying goodbye to our very dear Rev Sue which will be hard,
but we look forward to the next chapter in the life of our church as we seek a new
minister to take us forward into the next decade and beyond, and through faith and
prayer to continue the work that has been going on here for 177 years.
Pat Hinton,
on behalf of Marton Church
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COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Dear Friends,
There is a TV programme which, without fail, moves me to tears - have you seen it it's called DIY SOS? People in the community
have their home transformed in just 9 days by a
small team of experts and a huge number of people from the community. The work is done so that
someone, usually with some form of disability or
who has had a life changing accident, can live
more fully, in their own home and with their family. The part that makes me weep tears of joy is
when the camera crew pans out across the crowd
of people who have given their time, energy and
skills as a gift to help a member of their community.
I feel incredibly proud to be part of the human race, made in the image of God!
In Acts, Dr Luke describes how the fledgling church, determined and devoted to
carry out Christ's commission to them, try to work out how they can be the
Community of the risen Christ. We see how they develop habits which help to form
them into the Community of Christ. Within Acts 2: 42-47 ten habits are identified as
marking out how the Christian can live abundant Spirit filled lives. Go on, read
through these verses and see if you can pick out the ten Luke is referring to - do you
recognise them as part of your life in Christ?
What of the Community of Christ today?
By the time you read this MEMO all the churches in the Circuit should have the
hymn book, 'Singing the Faith.'
Next time you're in church, or if you have a book of your own at home, turn to Hymn
681 - to Shirley Murray's hymn, 'Community of Christ,' and there you will find an up
to date recipe for the church today. Here's what Jenifer Lane says in her book, Faith
Adventures: Stories of Learning with an Unseen God.
"As the church, we are in community together trying to fulfill this Great Commission
that Jesus left us with. As we gently press into each other, we form one united thing,
his church. As we work together, sharing the space God gives us to do his work, we
all become shaped a little different. We all become a little more like him."
It's wonderful to see what can happen if we worship, learn, serve, pray and play
together. You only need to look across our Circuit to find the Holy Spirit working
through individual lives, and when those individuals come together in unity 3

Community - we can and do continue to build the Kingdom Jesus commissioned us
to build.

Don't blame the children

I'm inspired by DIY SOS, and the way their building schemes help change people's
lives for the better - I'm even more inspired by the building of God's Kingdom and
that we don't have to 'DIY' - we have the plans, the building materials, the support,
the guidance and the presence of God's Holy Spirit as we, the Community of Christ,
build his Kingdom.

If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn;
If they live with hostility, they learn to fight;
If they live with ridicule, they learn to be shy;
If they live with shame, they learn to be guilty;
If they live with tolerance, they learn to be patient;
If they live with encouragement, they learn confidence;
If they live with praise, they learn to appreciate;
If they live with fairness, they learn justice;
If they live with security, they learn about faith;
If they live with approval, they learn to feel good;
If they live with acceptance and friendship,
They learn to give love to the world.

Go on pass me the hammer!
With sincere Love,

Sue

Easter Offering Service

The Association for Church Editors
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The Circuit Easter Offering service took place on Sunday May 19 2019 at Trinity
Methodist Church. The service is prepared by Methodist Women in Britain on
behalf of the World Mission Fund. This act of worship enables the Methodist
Church in Britain and Ireland to give to the work of our 65 Partner churches
overseas. This year’s theme, “Longer tables, lower fences” was inspired by these
words. “When you have more than you need, build a longer table, not a higher
fence”
The evening was well attended by representatives from the Circuit, some of whom
shared in stories representing Britain, South Africa, Bangladesh, Germany and
Ethiopia. There was a power point presentation showing pictures of people from
these countries and how people throughout the world are responding to God’s call
to radical hospitality and outrageous generosity. As we listened to these stories
we were encouraged and challenged along with grace and humility to share our
daily bread with others, to extend our tables and break down barriers that so often
divide us.
During the service the money collected through the Easter Offering Envelopes,
from the churches in the circuit, was received and dedicated. The amount raised
was £999.70. Grateful thanks to all who contributed. A collection was taken at
the service which raised an additional £105.

Carlton Lodge Adventure
Thanks to our friends in the Northallerton Circuit we were able
to take some young people for an adventure day, to Carlton
Lodge Activity Centre, at Carlton Miniott near Thirsk. Carlton
Lodge Activity Centre is part of North Yorkshire Youth, a
leading charity supporting the development of children and
young people.
On separate days, two groups of excited children with two apprehensive
adults set off at 8.30am in a minibus for a 9.30am start. We knew that there
would be a range of activities, but not exactly what would be happening.
Would it include problem solving or a scavenger hunt, climbing walls or
climbing trees, zip wires and high ropes? The only certainty was that we
wouldn’t get wet, unless it rained!

After this thought provoking and moving service we shared hospitality with one
another over refreshments. Thank you to Trinity Church for hosting the evening
and to everyone who participated in any way in this service.

After signing in and getting sorted out, off we went. A great time was had by
all, with some challenges, a few scary moments, a lot of laughter and a great
sense of achievement for everyone. Packed lunches were gobbled up in the
middle of the day, refuelling for their afternoon session. At 4.30pm the
happy adventurers were on their way back to Middlesbrough, exhausted but
very appreciative of the opportunity they had been given.

Maureen Borley

Anne Smith
4
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What’s the Story?
Three months of ‘testimony’ / Three months of sharing the story.
This year the Presidential theme for The Methodist Church is ‘What’s the Story?’.
Stories are really important to me, stories are how I come to understand people, life
and God. From a friend sharing a story of their working day over a phone call, to a
church member sharing their story of illness, to hearing the story of an asylum
seeker being baptised - stories are everywhere helping us to navigate our journeys.
For September/ October/ November I’m challenging you to consider sharing a
small part of your story with the congregation whenever I’m taking the service
so that at every service I take we will hear a story (or testimony) from someone
as part of the act of worship.
I realise that sharing your testimony sounds daunting and scary and perhaps you
might feel you’ve nothing useful to say but I believe each of us have a story that
speaks of God – and that’s all a testimony is, it’s our story that speaks of God. It
might be something really simple, about how you felt God’s presence during a
particular hymn when you were a child and now every time you sing that hymn you
feel more confident in your faith; it might be that you’ve had a period of hardship
and difficulty and you’ve found it hard to hear God but slowly and quietly you’ve
identified that still small voice of God; it might be that you’ve spent some time with
a grandchild who was playing and it made you think about God’s desire for us to
play and be free; your story is just that – YOUR story and that story no matter how
small it seems is absolutely worth hearing. Your story might be the story that
someone else really needs to hear that week at Church.
Methodism used to really value people’s stories, or testimonies but we don’t share
them in church much anymore probably for lots of reasons; it might be that we want
or expect everything in worship to appear perfect and shiny and our stories are often
messy and unruly; it might be that the person leading worship likes to stay in control
and someone sharing their story could end up going in all kinds of unplanned
directions; it could be that we think testimonies are about the big dramatic blinding
light Damascus road experiences and not the normal, ordinary stories of our day
to day living; it’s probably that we are afraid of being vulnerable and being judged
by others or of being seen and looked at by others. Whatever it is that has stopped us
sharing our testimonies, it’s time to banish those reasons and be courageous
together.
So if I’m preaching in your church in September, October or November expect me
to ask for people to share their story. I’ve got some guidelines that I will make
available and I’ll meet with the person willing to share their story and help them
work out what they want to say and how they want to say it. What’s the story?
What’s your story? What’s our story? What’s God’s story?
Rev Charity. K. M. Hamilton
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My Christian Journey
When I became a Christian is hard to say because my uncle who was a local preacher
took me to Sunday school at the Primitive Methodist Church in New Herrington, Co.
Durham when I was about 6 years old. I remember standing at the front of the church on
a raised platform and saying my ‘piece’ at the anniversary then running off to my mum
as quickly as I could. My cousin took the class I was in but to be honest I cannot
remember much about it.
Our church closed and I tried out a number of churches around Herrington and Houghton
-le- Spring. A friend took me to the Baptist church. I went to Houghton Parish Church
for quite a while, also to the youth club there mainly because my friend and I liked the
choir boys.

Then my friend Muriel (We have been friends for over 50 years) in New Silksworth
asked me if I would like to go to church with her and her sister. I did and met my future
husband at a social evening there. We both joined the fellowship group on a Sunday
night led by the minister Ian Young. When he asked us if we wanted to become
members we both did on the same day along with others from the Fellowship group.
Robert and I eventually married at that church in New Silksworth.
He belonged to the other Methodist church in New Silksworth. We
moved to Middlesbrough because Robert had transferred from the
Metropolitan police to Middlesbrough and I got a job in the Path Lab
at Middlesbrough General. Our Membership was transferred to
Trinity Methodist Church. Both of our children were Christened
there but we attended only occasionally.
Once my marriage broke up I attended and eventually persuaded the boys to join the
Cubs. They were not keen on coming to Church. They drifted away as they grew older
and would not come to any events which meant I could not come either unless I had a
baby sitter.
Eventually the boys got to an age when I could leave them and I started
to come to evening service again. I came to church for a long while not
getting involved in anything.
Suddenly a friend, Pauline (an Anglican) who I used to work with at the
Path Lab. phoned me up out of the blue. ‘Do you want to
come to MISSION SCOTLAND with us? We need to fill
the bus up.’ A group of Anglicans and Baptists from
Norton were going up to Edinburgh for the day to attend
Mission Scotland at Murrayfield. I had never heard Billy
Graham before. And besides Cliff Richard was to be there
so I decided to go.
When the call came from Billy Graham both Pauline and I found ourselves in the middle
of the Rugby pitch at Murrayfield rededicating our lives to God. There was a wonderful
feeling of love filling my whole body and soul - The Holy Spirit I believe. We all went
home on the bus with such a celebration that I do not think I came down for a week. I
was so excited that I told people at church and our minister Leslie Wyatt. I was so
surprised that he looked at me with a look that said she’ll get over it. I wanted to tell
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everybody about it and for them to have it too.
Anyway, after thinking’ What’s the matter with them?’ I received a telephone call from
a Baptist called Ossy Stout. He said that their church had decided to offer anybody that
had received the Holy Spirit on Mission Scotland the chance to join a group that was
meeting in Norton. Hallelujah somebody that knew what was happening. So off I went
to Ossy’s house.
When I got there Pauline was there along with about eight other people. We were the
ones that had taken up his offer. We were all different denominations but we all had had
the same experience of receiving the Holy Spirit. We gave our testimonies, learned to
pray extemporaneously for the first time and after six weeks were sent back to our own
churches.
About six weeks later I was invited to a church in Yarm where one of the group gave
their testimony and was given a full immersion baptism. He was an Anglican in
Billingham but had got permission to have this baptism because his life had changed so
much. My friend Pauline joined a Pentecostal church and also had a full immersion
baptism. By this time Gordon Wynne had come to our church and when he heard of my
experience asked me to give my testimony in church.
…… TO BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Celia Butler

LINTHORPE ROAD CHURCH CELEBRATION
In 1989 mid-week services began in the September of
that year. They were and still are, on Thursdays. The
aim was to have a short service commencing at
12.10pm to 12.30pm. This also gave worshippers the
chance to have their packed lunch with drinks provided.
The service was held in the church as it was from 1892
with the entrance on Linthorpe Road. A large notice
board enabled passers-by to see the notices advertising
the lunch time service.

People working in town had the opportunity to attend. Shoppers and passers-by would
also drop in for the service.
Some preachers did have problems keeping to the twenty minutes, but most got used to
it and provided some great services. The usual format of the service is; hymn, prayer,
reading, address, prayer and closing hymn.
One regular to the service in the early days was our good friend Martyn Laverick, who
as we know became a Local Preacher.
It is with great joy that we have asked Martyn to lead the Anniversary service on
Thursday September 5th. This will be thirty years from the start of this special service.
Bill Teasdale & Alison John

aunt who owned a sock and stocking knitting machine to make men’s woollen socks.
However the knitting machines never really replaced the trusty knitting needles. I well
remember my mother trying to teach me the intricacies of turning a heel on a pair of
men’s socks – I only completed 1 pair!
The emergence of Hand Knitting gurus like Kaffe Fasset introduced colour, texture and
pattern knitting, revolutionising the craft from a practical skill to an acknowledged art
form.
Although many still refer to yarn as wool, it is more likely to be a combination of
synthetic fibres or a mixture of natural and organic. Similarly, there is a great variety of
knitting needles available, from metal, plastic and even wood, in a huge variety of sizes
from super fine 2mm to a whopping 25mm. As well as many varieties of sheep fleeces
today you can also find yarns made from Alpaca, Llama, Angora Rabbits, Cashmere
Goats and Camel, in a kaleidoscope of colours, many hand-dyed using natural plant dyes.
Knit and Natter groups are re-appearing all over the country attracting experienced and
novice knitters. Communal knitting is not new though, the cottage industry knitters often
joined in group singing as they knitted like the Fair Isle knitters. There is something
therapeutic about sitting with a group of like-minded people, needles clacking and
chatting away, working on a community project. The experienced knitters have a wealth
of hints and tips so that groups are an ideal way for a complete novice to get started. So,
whether you are a lapsed knitter or fancy trying to knit for the first time, pick up your
needles and get knitting. You will benefit, the groups will benefit and so will the good
cause community project

Vera Pearson

Editor's Comment
The front cover shows the wonderful work of the Nunthorpe and Marton
Knit and Natter Group.

Nunthorpe Methodist Church’s

Christmas fayre
On Saturday 23rd November
10.00am - 12.30pm
Bric-a-brac, Books, Christmas Gifts, Cards, Cakes,
Father Christmas, Tombola, Jams & Pickles
and more …
Excellent refreshments

6
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Don’ get knotted, get knitting!

Don’t be fooled into thinking that knitting is a female dominated pastime. The
Medieval knitting guilds were almost exclusively made up of men! Hand knitting
was something that most Victorian women and men did, either as a necessary part of
domestic life or as an acceptable and purposeful pastime. In some rural communities
it was literally a Cottage Industry with the whole family knitting socks, stockings,
caps and gloves at home, to sell. Although remuneration was a pittance it probably
saved the family from starving.
The knitters of the Cumbrian village of Dent became known as the ‘Terrible Knitters
of Dent’ not because of poor workmanship but due to the frantic speed at which they
could knit. By holding one needle in a wooden knitting sheath protruding from a
belt, and the other in the right hand, the left hand was free to do another job such as
churning butter or wrapping cheese. A wonderful example of multi-tasking
technical advances in commercial knitting machines in the 19 century eventually saw
the demise of the cottage industry, but hand knitting continued at a pace during WW1
and WW2 “If you can knit- you can do your bit”
Many of the churches women’s groups such as the Mother’s Union, Sisterhood and
Home League, played a large part in the Home Front ‘War Effort’. The Salvation
Army (Durham and Tees Division) held a Woman’s Rally in Middlesbrough Town
Hall at which all the Women’s Groups presented their knitted contributions or
‘Soldiers’ Comforts’. It took the form of a pageant with the children dressed to
represent flowers or blossoms (I took part, dressed in yellow with green crepe paper,
supposed to represent Laburnum. Don’t laugh, it was a very serious business!!) The
narrator announced each group, their flower-power motif and the amounts of
garments collected. Later the whole collection was delivered via the Red Cross to
Prisoners of War or to Catterick Army Camp for distribution to the forces fighting ‘at
the Front’. I also remember having a series of striped jumpers knitted from remnants
of wool from other garments. We children were very proud of these and called them
our Rainbow Jumpers. Knitted head-gear consisted of balaclavas for the boys and
pixie hats for the girls – very necessary for winter warmth.
Moreover, wool was reused several times as garments became out-grown or worn in
parts. They were all unpicked, unravelled, wound around a partner’s extended arms
into skeins, tied at the top and bottom, washed and then suspended from a clothes
line to drip dry. The weight would hopefully remove all the wrinkles and when dry,
reknitted. Recycling is nothing new but was essential in those days of ‘make do and
mend’
In the post war years many continued with their skill and taught their daughters. I
can still remember chanting the mantra “In, over, through, off” as I concentrated on
each loop to learn first plain and then purl stitches to make stocking stich and
ribbing, while my older sister was already proficient at Fair Isle, Aran, Cabling and
Open Lace patterns. We were fortunate in Darlington as we had Pease’s Woollen
Mill by the River Skerne founded by the Quakers, then post war the new model,
Paton and Baldwin’s Woollen Factory which at that time was the largest in the UK
and Europe. It provided much needed employment for the whole area. Their logo
was a beehive and all their products, including knitting patterns, bore this sign.
The 1970s saw a craze of domestic knitting machines but long before this I had an
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GIVING TO GOD
Oh dear I heard on the grapevine Church Funds once again not
good, that means soon someone will be asking us to GIVE
MORE. How dare they, what a bore we give enough!!!
Just a thought DO WE? , what do we spend weekly on our little treats and pleasures,
is GOD not worth at least some of that, visits to Starbucks, Costa Coffee, Gym,
Hairdresser, Strikes, such yummy cakes, Beauty Parlour, etc etc. One could go on and
on, Forgot Golf, men love that. I am guilty of loving reading, subscribe to at least 6
weekly magazines, plus endless books on my Kindle!! Is God not worth more than we
spend on ourselves, or at least what we spend on ONE of our weekly treats, JUST A
THOUGHT!!!
Rose Ghosh

ACE Awards
MEMO has won an Award!
The Association for Church Editors (ACE) is an organisation set
up to ‘help you improve your magazine’. For a minimal annual
fee there are monthly emails from their Ideas Forum which
include articles, humour and tips, amongst other things, and also
access to their website.
They also hold an annual Magazine Awards competition open to
all who produce a church magazine. When this was brought to our attention, we
decided to have a go as we are proud of MEMO and appreciate the hard work and talent
Elaine uses in its production. The requirements were to submit three different editions of
the magazine, one of which had to feature Christmas, Easter or Harvest.
From February onwards the entries were circulated around a large number of judges
across the country. By June the decision had been made. Normally you win the award
for the best magazine and that’s it. But this year, although we didn’t receive the
winning award, we were given a Certificate of Achievement which rarely happens.
They were very impressed by MEMO and included some feedback from the judges of
things they particularly liked alongside some suggestions of other publishing techniques
that could be used.
We have decided to include some of these in future editions so if you notice any
changes please feel free to comment – it could be to do with the font used and page
layout amongst other things. If you have any ideas of your own we are open to hear
those too.

Anne Smith
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Come let us join our friends above StF 744

Call anytime

I like to think that the moment my dear father died I was kneeling on the blue carpet at
Nunthorpe, ready to receive Holy Communion. He was 79 and had been poorly for
some years. It was Easter time. He was 300 miles away and yet, I now like to think,
very close. My son had run round with the sad message before I had even left the
church. Charles Wesley’s hymn about the communion of saints always makes me
think about that time. In it he expresses the idea that we are all one body: the church on
earth, us, and the church in heaven, our loved ones who have gone to glory. One body,
we are close, close enough to join together in praising God.

A minister assured his congregation that they
should feel free to call him anytime they had a
problem. That night the minister’s phone rang at
3 a.m. On the other end was a dear elderly lady
who said, ‘I can’t sleep.’

When I returned to South Wales I found my mother not weeping but bubbling, full of
joy that after a long time of increasingly poor health my father had finally “won the
prize” he longed for: to be with his Saviour. To be fair the inevitable grief hit her some
weeks later when she started missing him dreadfully but even so she found it very
comforting and faith-affirming when later in the year on All
Souls Sunday his name was read out at the tiny Anglican church
just down the road from our house. St Michael and All Angels
Llanfihangel Pontymoile. The year 1736 is engraved above the
doorway and there had been a church on the site since the 1500s
and probably even earlier. So, over centuries many, many souls
will have worshipped there and passed on to glory, their graves
St Michael’s Llanfihangel
dotted around the church. Indeed some years later even though
she was born and bred a Calvinistic Methodist, we held my mother’s funeral service
there. It was where I had gone to Sunday School and mum had worshipped from time
to time as it was so near. The vicar and the congregation had been a good support to
her in her later years.
St Michael and all his angels are the ones who according to tradition threw the rebel
Satan out of heaven. His feast day is Michaelmas 29th September. All Souls day is in
November. There is always a tension for Christians when a loved one passes through
the “narrow stream of death” to the other side. The tension is between on the one hand
the overwhelming sense of loss, often with questions about suffering, sometimes
justifiably with cries of too soon and on the other hand the thought that one should be
comforted by faith, even though one is crying out why? Wesley’s hymn partly meets
these tensions.

It is true that the hymn depicts Christian experience in military terms somewhat
unfashionable and alien to us now: Christians both living and dying, have a “captain”,
Jesus; they hear a “trumpet”, are an “army” under “command” . Wesley’s images
could be straight out of Saving Private Ryan and the D Day landings where some have
already reached the “eternal” shore with “blood-besprinkled bands” . But whose blood
is it? Is it the blood of Christian martyrs who have gone before or maybe Christ’s
saving blood for us all? Wesley in the context of this eternal spiritual war sees our
deaths and the deaths of our “friends” as timeless. His opening word in this hymn is
present tense, now and an invitation “Come…let us join..” In Wesley’s time friends
and loved ones would be buried in the graveyard outside the church, like in St
Michael’s Llanfihangel, so in a sense they or their remains were literally physically
near the place where they worshipped. But more important is the spiritual closeness of
Christian souls implied by his words. “We expect to die…” he writes, meaning in the
future. But as on earth we join together in worship, as we sing his hymn or indeed any
8

‘I’m so sorry to hear that,’ he comforted her.
‘But what can I do about it?’
She sweetly replied, ‘Preach to me a while’
...his constant droning from the
pulpit is really getting on my nerves!

Say again?
Three elderly church ministers, all hard of
hearing, were playing golf one sunny
morning. The Methodist minister observed,
‘Windy, isn’t it?’ ‘No,’ the Baptist pastor
said, ‘it’s Thursday.’ The Anglican vicar
agreed: ‘So am I! Let’s go get a pint.’

Deliver us...
I had been teaching my three-year-old
daughter the Lord’s Prayer. Then one
evening at bedtime she attempted it
solo. I listened with pride as she
carefully enunciated each word, right
up to the end of the prayer. ‘Lead us
not into temptation,’ she prayed, ‘but
deliver us from e-mail. Amen.’

Alternative prayer
Charlie had been misbehaving and was sent to
his room. After a while he emerged and
informed his mother that he had thought it
over and then said a prayer. ‘Fine’, said the
pleased mother. ‘If you ask God to help you
not misbehave, He will help you.’

Airport

‘Oh, I didn’t ask Him to help me not
misbehave,’ said Charlie. ‘I asked Him to help
you put up with me.’

If flying is so safe, why do they call
the airport the terminal?

British Summer Time
ENDS on
Sunday 27th October

Sermon
A boy was watching his father, a minister,
write a sermon and asked how he knew what
to say. ‘Why, God tells me,’ replied his father
contentedly.
‘Oh, then why do you keep crossing things
out?’

Don’t forget to
put your clocks
back one
hour.

The Parish Pump
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Dates for your Diary
Reginal Creating Safer Space
Advanced Module Training
21 Sept

1.00pm

Stocksfield Tynedale

Closing date 12 Sept

28 Sept

1.00pm

St John's, SR2 7HQ

Closing date 19 Sept

8 Oct

10.00am Peterlee Memorial

Closing date 30 Sept

9 Oct

1.00pm

Closing date 1 Oct

10 Oct

12:30pm Bishop Auckland Methodist

Closing date2 Oct

16 Nov

10.00am Bondgate Methodist

Closing date 7 Nov

Wrenkenton Methodist

Bookings must be made as there is essential pre-reading to be
undertaken.
Book via Rebecca Catford at neregsafe.office@gmail.com. or 07484
886006.

Tips for grandparents about to start the school-run
Whatever their age, the first day of a new school year can be a source of anxiety for
children (and us!) Here’s how to prepare for it:
Make sure you rehearse the routine in advance. Be aware of how long the journey takes
at that time in the morning, and of any potential hold-ups on the way. Being late really
adds to stress levels - you don’t need it!
If you are able, introduce yourself to your grandchild’s teacher, so that they have a point
of contact.
Expect to have tired children for the first few weeks of the term. Keep some fruit or
rice cakes on hand for after-school snacks, to lift their energy levels and get them
through homework or after-school activities.
Talk to your grandchildren about how they feel about returning to school this year.
Don’t trivialise their concerns, even if they seem minor to you.
Ask about their day as you drive home throughout the term. Encourage them to tell you
what went well and not so well. Offer praise or reassurance. Knowing that you are
interested in their day will give them a big confidence boost.

Make sure you have the phone number of the school on you, in case of any emergency.
The Parish Pump
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hymn, at that moment through faith, we are joining with heaven where they, our
departed friends and loved ones, are already singing praises to God.
Even more than comforting, I find it awe inspiring to think that as I sing hymns, in any
church, at any time I am joining with my loved ones, my mother and father, who now
sing in the heavenly choirs. At the end of the hymn Wesley asks with a heartfelt “O”
that the Lord of Hosts divide the waves separating the living and the dead “and land us
all in heaven”. If you still grieve maybe have this thought in mind when you next
sing a rousing hymn in church, and you might not only feel close to your loved ones
who are singing with you, but also feel you are getting a foretaste of heaven.
Ruth Lewis

The down and up message

(Read this from top to bottom , then from bottom to top)
The human community is the hope of the world?
No, the fact is
that God does not dwell in us anymore.
I do not believe
that joy is possible
that living in community is better
that we should love each other in a profound way,
The truth is
that human community is about to die out.
I refuse to believe
that we are part of something bigger than ourselves
and
that we have been changed in order to make a difference.
It is very clear
that poverty is overpowering,
that racism cannot be overcome,
that evil will never be defeated.
I cannot believe
that things will change for the better in the future.
It will turn out
that God cannot help.
and you are wrong, if you believe
God can do it.
I'm convinced
things cannot be changed.
It would be a lie, were I to say,
God cares!
ACE ( Association of Church Editors)
Editor's Comment
This shows the need to look at things in different ways!
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On becoming me!
Two quarters ago I reflected on my
ministry in an article which posed three
pictures as a means of tapping into my
memorials. They were ‘The Group’,
‘The Jigsaw’ and ‘The Sky’ the first one
taking up the whole piece. So, now in a
kind of Appendix, I’ve come to the last
two.

The Jigsaw:- When the family left, a

couple of Christmases ago a large jigsaw
remained unfinished . “You can polish it
off” they shouted as the cars moved off,
and I did! It was not too difficult
because there was little to do. Getting to
the end I realised that there was one
piece missing, just one! Not a happy
man, I searched high and low, tipped
over the bins, emptied the hoover, and
wasted a lot of time and I never found it!
It was some time afterwards when I
thought about those three stories in St.
Luke’s Gospel, about the lost sheep, the
lost coin and the prodigal son, and I
realised how much of my time in Circuit
Ministry had been spent in trying to be
beside someone who was lost, in trouble,
in grief, in hospital or just in a mess.
These were privileged times, discreet
times, unrecorded except in the hearts of
those who shared them. For me, though
tiring, these were deeply touching and
rewarding, because I know that the good
Lord intends to find all the lost pieces
and as St. Paul puts it in Ephesieans ch.
1, verse 10, “to be put into effect when
the time was ripe that the universe, all in
heaven and on earth, might be brought
into a unity in Christ”. In other words,
everyone matters to God.

The Sky:- Or, perhaps, climbing

Roseberry Topping. On becoming a
supernumerary, I promised myself that I
would climb our little mountain every
week! And I did it, for a long time.
Now, it’s more like every two or three
weeks. Still, when I get to the top I feel
elated and I not only look over the lovely
countryside and the bulk of Teesside, but
I look up as well. Sometimes cloudy and
windswept. I always look up. The sky
tells the future and widens the vision to
what is seen and unseen. Like the
psalmist “I lift my eyes to the hills where
my help comes from” I remember past
walks with the Junior Guild and Youth
Club from Normanby and with friends
from Nunthorpe. Past and present come
together in a seamless tapestry. This is
about vision and hope. St Paul again,
this time from Romans ch. 8 verse 24, 25
“Why should a man endure and wait for
what he already sees. But if we hope for
what we do not yet see, in waiting for
it, we show our endurance”.
I am not an unreformed ‘Romantic’
There are too many faults, scars and
griefs to remind me of hard knocks.
However, I am a man and minister of
faith in Jesus our common Saviour.
Many may claim “The Sky's the limit”
but I say “no there is no limit and our
Lord leads us to a deeper richer
heaven”. Ministers preach and prophesy
and more importantly seek to lift peoples’ spirits. I called this article “on becoming me” and the truth is “I’m still
becoming”
God Bless
Bill Middlemiss

At the Board Meeting at which we received the interim review findings and at which we
were exploring our future we put in a date of July 4th at 6pm when we held an open
event to explore ideas further.
The open event was a fruitful time in which a number of ideas were discussed and which
gave us more to think and pray about. Following the open event, the next Board Meeting
of LRRC and the next few acts of worship for LRMC will be focused on discerning a
way forward.
What I want to MAKE CLEAR is that this is a process of discernment in which there
may be lots of different ideas about the way forward and we will listen to each idea, talk
about each idea and test each idea out as part of a healthy process. This process of
discernment is uncomfortable because it’s ever-changing and always in a state of flux, it
offers no certainty so as I type this there is someone showing interest in renting out the
shop units and that, whilst giving me hope, would alter the direction of travel of LRRC
and LRMC again.
What is certain is that we are not going to just carry on as we are, but rather we are going
to seek out God’s call to us and respond to it not because we want to ‘survive’ but
because the God we know is so spectacular, so wonderful, so rich in love that we cannot
help ourselves but share that God with others. The question is what shape the sharing of
God in the town centre of Middlesbrough will take and so we would really value your
prayers, your support and your walking with us on this journey.
Rev Charity. K. M. Hamilton

Knit & Natter Coffee Morning
Nunthorpe Methodist Church
Saturday 12th October 10.00am - Noon.
Knitted items for sale
Knitting Workshop for children and adults
Free Entry

Refreshments available

Observation
People are funny creatures; they want the front of the
bus, the middle of the road and the back of the church.
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Trinity Ramblers Coffee Morning

WORLD MISSION WEEKEND

On Saturday 2nd November
10.00am - 12 noon

5th/6th October 2019 at Normanby Methodist Church

Mince Pies Music and Mirth £1.50

Saturday 5th October Coffee Morning 10.00am - 12 noon
Refreshments Raffle, Tombola, Books, Jigsaws, Bric a brac

Sunday 6th October, 11.00 am Service

Linthorpe Road: The Way Forward….
You may be aware that Linthorpe Road Methodist Church and Resource Centre have
recently undergone a District Review. Linthorpe Road Methodist Church and Resource
Centre are on the town and city centre churches network list and as such are subject to a
five yearly review. The Resource Centre has also been struggling for the past 12-24
months in terms of financial sustainability and direction of travel, so it seemed a good
opportunity to take stock and re-evaluate our mission and ministry.
LRRC & LRMC are based in the town centre of Middlesbrough on the edge of the
shopping area, with neighbouring restaurants, cafes and bars to one side of the building
and with the university, some retail units and a number of food retailers (both eat in and
takeaway) in the vicinity.
There are a number of ’town centre’ churches, Roman Catholic, Anglican and Free
Church, the closest being All Saints Parish Church (an Anglo-Catholic Church of
England church) and Middlesbrough Central (Southfield Road) Salvation Army Citadel.
The Methodist Connexion have recognised me as the Methodist chaplain to Teesside
University and I’ve established a formal relationship with the University Interfaith
Chaplaincy which is known as the ‘Faith and Reflection Services’. I’ve also spent time
getting to know the town centre particularly the independent businesses (via
“Independent Teesside”) such as Bedford St Coffee, Off the Ground, Alkaline Kitchen,
The Carriageway at The Town Hall, Orange Pip Market, Ta Moko, Baker St Kitchen
amongst others. All of those businesses are passionate about a regenerated
Middlesbrough town centre, and each offers more than a transactional business they
offer also new forms of community using their space for social and community
activities.
From my perspective as an ‘incomer’ the town centre is a vibrant space with a mixed
constituency including local and national business, the university community, visitors
and the resident population.

Preacher Chair of District - Rev. Richard Andrew
Tea /coffee from 10.30am to 11.00am

News from the Circuit Meeting 13.6.19
The extra Circuit Meeting, was to consider the decision to seek a replacement
Superintendent Minister from 2020. It was agreed that the following statement
should be included:
We enter stationing to seek a new Superintendent for 2020. Our Circuit
profile will include mention of a vision of developing exciting new models for
mission work through using Avenue Manse as a Community House where
lay people will assist us in the mission of the Circuit.
This was proposed, seconded and agreed by the meeting.
Ruth Lewis then led the meeting through the Stationing process including the
need for an Invitation Committee. This should include the Circuit Leadership
Team (Presbyters and Circuit Stewards), 2 representatives each from Marton,
Nunthorpe and Stainton churches and 1 representative from each of the other
churches in the circuit. Once the members of the Invitation Committee have
been identified Ruth will co-ordinate the meetings needed to work through the
process.
After a question and answer session the meeting was brought to an early close
when the police directed us to leave the building because of the fire at Marton
Country Club.

The town centre (like any town centre) also acts as a magnet for those who are
marginalised, living in poverty and those struggling with addiction as it is a space where
there is both support and opportunities.

The remaining residential population of the town centre tends to consist of (though is not
limited to) term time student accommodation, asylum seeker/ refugee residents, longer
term mixed age and stage residents and a small number of short term lets/ bed and
breakfast accommodation.
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Methodist Women in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British unit
of the World Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church Women

MOTHER’S MEETING
The Monday hour, when mothers meet
Friends together such joy to greet
Along with mother, myself was there
To sing a hymn, and share a prayer

Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 20th September. Please note that this meeting has been cancelled
Thursday 3rd October
2.00pm
Circuit Network Committee at Marton.
Friday 25th October
2.00pm at Eston Grange
Speaker: To be arranged
Dedication of Sunshine Bags ( Bring & Buy Stall)

MWiB Darlington District events
Saturday 12th October. Autumn District Day at Barnard Castle Methodist Church
DL12 8PW. Coffee available from 10.15 am for 11am start. The morning session will
include the Induction of Deborah Coggrave as the new District MWiB President. The
afternoon meeting starts at 2pm and will be led by Professor Clive Marsh, Vice
President of Conference. Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided. Free Car
Parking will be available at the Auction Market.

Saturday 26th October. World Federation Day at Elm Ridge Methodist Church

Darlington DL3 8DJ. The Theme for the day is “Water for Life, Water of Life”.
Please see poster on your Church notice board for more information. Please contact me
if you require a booking form.

Monday 2nd December. Advent Service at Greens Lane Methodist Church,
Stockton. Coffee from 10.30am. The service will commence at 11am with a soup
lunch to follow.

MWiB Scottish Pilgrimage: Walking through Scotland’s history.

An invitation to walk in the footsteps of Saints Ninian and Mungo, taking part in a
pilgrimage from Glasgow to Whithorn in 2020, beginning in Glasgow on Sunday 10 th
May and finishing in the Isle of Whithorn on Sunday 16 th May 2020. More information
will be available on the website www.mwib.org.uk in the autumn. Registration will
open in October.
Please note that all ladies are welcome at ALL these events,
Kath Smithies Circuit Methodist Women in Britain Secretary

12

The preacher talks, and mother blinks
Now she’s having her forty winks
The closing hymn, Benediction
Mother awakes, all confusion
Tea cup rattle, mothers with it
Can you guess, she takes the biscuit
Who says Mondays' always the blues?
Just come to the Park, the blues to lose
Back home you’ll go, with new rapport
Divided we fall, till friends support
Gladys Thompson (1918-2005)
My mother wrote this poem about the Sisterhood at Park Methodist Church, which
she attended with my grandmother. Park Methodist became a pub, and I can still
remember my son playing there in a band. Today it is now apartments.
I attend the Women’s Hour at Nunthorpe Methodist Church which runs fortnightly.
For me the sentiments of the poem are still as relevant as when it was first written.
Estelle M. King

Stainton Methodist Church
&
Afternoon Tea
Saturday, 12th October
Stainton Memorial Hall
at 2.00pm
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