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Another ‘Memo’ and this one
contains something relatively
unheard of a ‘Letter to the
Editors’ all about the Parish
Pump. We welcomed this gladly
as a sign that someone is reading
‘Memo’ and has been
inspired to write to us, and we
have of course replied!
As we have said before this is the
Circuit, your magazine, tell us
what you think, don’t hold
back!!!
We can then have some
conversation and some
interaction which will certainly
liven up ‘Memo’
We have said goodbye to a very
much loved Minister, Rev Huw
Sperring and we wish him and his
family all the best for their new
home and Circuit. Much has
been said about Huw’s very
special Ministry amongst us and
we thank God for his time with
us. However, the very nature of
Methodist Ministry is that ministers
are itinerant and they come and
go. We stay!! And we benefit
from all they bring to us, and
hopefully they benefit from their
time with us. We welcome Rev
Christopher Wood- Archer to our
Circuit and pray he may find a
welcome and have a special
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time in our Circuit, because
Ministers belong to a Circuit and
have Pastoral responsibility for a
number of Churches, in this case;
Eston Grange, Normanby and
Ormesby, whose congregations
look forward to
welcoming Christopher.
We also welcome Rev Sue back
from her Sabbatical and how we
have missed her. I am sure she
will have much to share with us
about her special time. As a
Circuit, we must value our
Ministers; theirs is often a lonely
job, with nowhere to turn,
except to God. We should offer
them love and care and even if
we don’t always agree with
them, support them wholeheartedly as they follow their
calling to serve God amongst us.
Dave On Behalf of Anne and
Elaine.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO

Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road,
Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough TS7 0BP
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com
by 2nd October

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear friends,
How quickly my three months of Sabbatical have gone by!
I am most grateful to the Methodist Church for such a generous gift - it has
enabled me to rest and sleep, to spend precious time with loved ones and in
the last month to be with my Mum in her recent very serious illness. God has
restored my soul and I am now ready again to respond to his Love as he calls
me to 'Feed My Lambs, Tend My Flock, Feed My Sheep.'
May I express my heartfelt gratitude to those who have carried those extra
responsibilities, thank you all, so much.
Of course, in those three months, though routine changed for me, life went on
and for many of you significant things happened. Some of you had really happy
things to celebrate, some of you are grieving, some have spent time in
hospital, some have celebrated new birth.
It's sobering to reflect that during my three months away, there has been a
General election, terrible terrorist attacks and the heartbreaking news from
Grenfell Tower with all the aftermath.
On the world stage, drought and famine. Pictures of suffering men women
and children caught up in the violence of war and civil unrest and the threat
to world security by people 'playing' with power.

And as all this has been going on, I have been soaking myself in the words of
Psalm 23, probably the best known and loved of all the Psalms. 'How can you
possibly spend three months reading six verses?' Someone asked. Well, it's
been wonderful to allow the words to lead me off in different directions and
to have time and space to go where they led. . .
Ezekiel's bad Shepherds of Israel and how God offers to Shepherd his
people himself.
The provision and protection of good Shepherds.
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John's gospel telling of Jesus, the ultimate 'Good
Shepherd' who lays down his life for the sheep.
Peter being challenged through forgiving love to
change jobs from being a Fisherman to becoming a
Shepherd.
Exploring how modern day shepherds in Britain
contrast with the Shepherds Jesus knew - Very different!
The way the Psalmist changes metaphors from the Shepherd to the
Host of a great Banquet.
'You prepare a table before me,
You anoint my head with oil - my cup overflows.'
I have been excited again about Bible Study!! And, If you would like to join
me over the winter months, I would love to lead a series when we can
explore this Psalm together - so - look out for details and I pray these six
verses might become as much a blessing for you as they are for me.
With sincere Love,

Sue
Easter Offering Circuit Service
The Easter Offering Service took place at Marton Methodist
Church on Sunday 28th May, being held for the first time as a
Circuit event. This service is prepared and written by Methodist Women in
Britain (www.mwib.org.uk) on behalf of World Mission when we dedicate
the Easter Offerings and hear stories of how the World Mission Fund
supports God’s mission in different parts of the world.
The set service entitled “SHINE LIKE STARS” was led by Mrs. Celia Shires
and an impressive display with silver fairy lights and shiny stars on a black
backcloth was created by Mrs. Kath Smithies and Mrs. Beryl Haggath. Ladies
from most of the Churches took part with the Bible readings and the stories,
and Celia gave an inspiring address on the theme.
The total for the Easter Offering is £954.25 from this Circuit.
We hope this act of worship will continue to be a Circuit event in the future.
Beryl Haggath (MWiB rep. for Normanby Methodist)
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An Introduction
Dear Friends,
As the newly appointed Presbyter in the Middlesbrough and Eston
Circuit, I have been asked to introduce myself. I am Christopher.
The brief biographical details are that I was born in Edinburgh,
and grew up close to Durham City. I am married to Judith and
between us we have six children. All of them are grown up and
live in Manchester, Durham and on Tyneside. We have one
grandson, Alfie, who is five. He likes coffee mornings almost as
much as his granddad does.
I grew up in a Methodist family, my grandfather was a Methodist
Local Preacher, and I have known since I was aged about ten that
I too would be a Methodist Preacher. It took some time for me to
accept that calling and to realise that it was a call to full- time
ministry. I trained in Manchester and have served in the
Harrogate, South-West Tyneside and Castle Eden Circuit.
Preaching in the broadest sense has always been at the heart of
my calling, a desire to share the excitement I find in the Gospel.
I see following Jesus as the greatest adventure.
For fun, I enjoying riding my motorcycle, I love music and play
the autoharp and the mandolin, and I can speak Esperanto.
No doubt we will discover much more about each other in the
months and years to come.
Best wishes and every blessing
Christopher

Circuit Service
Eston Grange Methodist Church
Sunday 3rd September at 2.30pm
Welcome Service for Revd. Christopher Wood-Archer
Preacher Revd. Ruth Gee (Chair of Darlington District)
Please bring something to share for a faith tea after the Service
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Looking to the Future
A friend of mine recently gave me a copy of ‘Memo’ from about
1992. He had found it when having a ‘tidy up’ It was the Preaching
Plan which I found the most interesting, all those churches, those
Ministers and Local Preachers, all those services, most churches with
morning and evening services.
Where have they all gone? What will people think when in another twenty five years they look back on our Plan?

Huw, Martyn Laverick and I were doing a little bit of looking into
the future once we had finished a recent Plan making meeting.
What we saw was not good, =, of churches, how many ministers
will our Circuit have? How many churches?
It can be depressing can’t it if we think about it too much. Huw
informed us of the growing number of Circuits unable to fill
Ministerial appointments, will we be able to replace Una when she
leaves us?

And what about the age of our congregations, nothing wrong with
being in mature years!! I think of Grove Hill and some of our most
active workers are in their eighties and still going strong!! But in ten
years time what then? Well the question will be, “can we sustain
the life and upkeep of our church, financially, physically,
spiritually?”
When we go to Avenue for our Songs of Praise, I am reminded of
when I first came to Middlesbrough in 1971, what a thriving church it
was, I remember thinking I hope I never have to preach there, it
was so big, so busy!!
For my wife and I in the early 1970s, when we first started going out
with each other, the evening service at Grove Hill was the big one.
We went every Sunday evening, as in the morning we were busy
with Sunday School.
So we can look back to those good old days.
But dare we look forward?
Why do you go to church?
Why might your non church going friends come with you, or why
6

might they not come with you?
Why do we need to attend a specific church?
What is it about our church that keeps us there, or sometimes
makes us want to leave, as can happen.
Do people really want to come and join us, who don’t go to
church? What do they think of us?
What can we offer them?
In reality, should it matter about which building we go to? But of
course it does. Our churches in some cases have been our homes
all our lives, we have our friends and our family there, we have
invested time and money in to that particular building.
For others they have belonged to many churches, they don’t
have that attachment, so what makes them stay? My son and
daughter in law and grandson Jack go to Stokesley Methodist
church and John is a Steward there, which makes us very proud.
However in the children's group, in addition to Jack who is six,
there is one more girl who is about eight. What will Jack feel in a
few years time, will he still be content to sit through the service?
Why do they stay, when Great Ayton is full of young people?
When I asked John he said “how can we turn our backs on those
people who were so caring and supportive and loving when Jack
went through such difficult times”. We too remember the love
from their minister, Lisa, who cared so much for us even though we
didn’t belong to her church, she got us through and we never
forget.
Is that why we need our churches, as places where people care?
So why aren’t more people attracted to a caring place? Sadly
because not everyone finds that love or that care, some come
and feel rejected and don’t come again. So the future? A place
of caring and loving, showing people that we as servants of Jesus
live our lives based on his teaching, we love one another as he
loves us. So why don’t people come, after all they pack the
Evangelical churches, with young and old, see them on Songs of
Praise, see them here in our town.
Why are they thriving and we are declining? I don’t know the
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answer, or maybe I don’t want to commit my thoughts on the
answer to print. I do feel, as many do, a sense of sadness at
the way our churches seem to be going. Maybe there will need
to be dramatic changes in the future as the only way we can
survive.
In the month leading up to the closure of Great Broughton
Methodist church, a couple of years ago, they had a Christmas
Tree festival , they made lots of money, lots of people came to
see the trees, the church, to eat the mince pies and drink the
coffee. So many of them said, why on earth are you closing?
The good people of Broughton said, ‘because you don’t come’
Dave Elliott

Normanby Methodist Church
Our Youth Club at Normanby Methodist Church has been running for
approximately 50-60 years. We have on average 30-35 children attending
every week ranging from aged 5 to aged 11. We
even have a waiting list!!
They enjoy playing games; football and table tennis.
We have a tuck shop, and we also run an arts and
craft session each week. We try to run trips out of
club each half term to bowling, meals out, crazy golf
etc.

Here is our team Youth Club Helpers Back Row
(left to right) Keith Johnson, Karen Robinson,
Shannon Stacey, Darrell Kenchington

Youth Club Helpers Front Row (left to right) Ryan
Burnett, Ian Leonard (Youth Club Leader)
Karen Robinson

MORNING PRAYER
Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in the world. There are
those who wake up in the morning and say, ‘Good morning, Lord,’ and there
are those who wake up in the morning and say, ‘Good Lord, it' s morning.’
8

During the summer holidays churches and
community groups in and around
Middlesbrough will have been involved in a
Feast of Fun. This is an initiative set up to offer
free or low-cost summer holiday activities along
with healthy snacks and packed lunches.
At Trinity this year we have had 3 weeks of excitement, fun, food and
outings. With our famed packed lunches of cheese, ham or jam sandwiches, a
savoury snack, biscuit and a drink to keep the children and helpers going, lots
of things have happened.

The first week was themed around Bible stories while the others involved
art, craft and games in and around the church premises. Trips out included
going to the North Yorks Moors Centre at Danby to do some outdoor
activities; Wet’n’Wild at North Shields with water slides and rides (from
gentle to downright scary) swimming, paddling and the Beach Hut café; Peat
Rigg at Pickering for activities around trees, ropes, harnesses and team work
and a visit nearer home to Guisborough woods and walkway.
Overall a great time was had by all. The children took part in activities they
would normally not have had a chance of doing, the adventure of coach trips
and picnics and they also had somewhere safe to go, often with their friends
when not out and about.
Thanks go to Together Middlesbrough & Cleveland and the Circuit for
enabling this type of thing to happen and give families a helping hand over
the summer holidays.
Anne Smith

Stainton Methodist Church
Saturday, 14th October
Stainton Memorial Hall
2.00pm

Stalls and Refreshments.
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On the Edge.
This view from Richmond Castle Keep, looking over my mid terrace
cottage, emphasises that I live on the edge of the town at the western
gateway to Swaledale.
It is a good place to be, with
all the resources I need on
the town side, and the
inspiration of
dramatic countryside to the
west. This kind of ‘being on
the edge’ is quite satisfying.
Having been retired for the
past fourteen years, and
supernumerary,
(surplus to requirements), as
my colleagues describe
me, I am also on the edge of my working life. This too I am very
comfortable with.

A similar feeling colours my current understanding of faith, in that I
find myself asking far more questions than accepting traditional
answers.
This experience influences my reading and my New Testament
research. So, I cannot describe myself as ‘main stream’, but rather
‘on the edge’ in that area too. It is not an uncomfortable place to be,
indeed it can be quite invigorating at times.
It allows me enough distance from the, often engulfing, expectations
of church life, to stand back and ask questions about the life of Jesus
and how his story has come down to us. What I discover and write
about is simply a statement of where I am. You may be in a different
place. It is not my wish to dislodge you. But if something I write
throws new light on your understanding, or makes you think again
about something you thought you understood, we will both have
gained.
It strikes me as I write that someone else sat down to write in the late
first century and asked himself a very similar question. “Who is this
man whose story has come my way through scraps of writing, and
mainly through ‘hearsay’ in the groups of believers I have known
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over the last few years.” (I use the word ‘hearsay’ to mean literally,
‘Hearing the stories and then saying them to others.’)
In some way this researcher, given the name Mark many years later,
was also ‘on the edge.’ Most of his informants were not eyewitnesses,
in fact one likely reason for him to write at all was the rapidly
diminishing number of those who had actually known Jesus.
In the film ‘The Life of Brian’, a parody of the life of Jesus, there is a
crowd scene where people are jostling to get a view of, and catch the
voice of the speaker. On the edge of the crowd individuals are
depicted jumping up and down shouting, ‘Speak up, we can’t hear’.
For more than forty years most of the storytellers hadn’t even been as
close as the edge of a crowd. They were much farther away from the
action than that. Some were separated by deserts, mountains and
seas, by tens of years, by different life styles, ways of thinking and
speaking. They were at a distance in time and place and culture. On
the edge of that brief, brightly burning life.
Why? I ask myself, didn’t the stories fade over the years, become a
tale that is told, take on the aura of history, of interest only to those
who like looking back.
Well, they were fired up. I’ll tell you what I mean next time.

Len Karn

Nunthorpe Film Club +
The monthly Film Club+ at Nunthorpe continues to
be popular with the children who come. Pizza and hot
dogs were enjoyed at the July end of term screening
of ‘Moana’. Forth-coming shows this
Autumn are Friday October 6th from 6.30pm to 8.30pm when the film
screened will be ‘Angry Birds’. Our film for Friday November 3rd will be
‘Frozen’, the Singalong version. Come and join us in good voice to: “Let it
go!” And if you get fed up of watching the films, remember the + means
there is always table-tennis, air hockey and other table games or crafts to
do with your friends. Children from all the Circuit churches are always
welcome. Parents may leave their children, or may stay, socialise and help.

For more information contact Jennie McNeal….. 07747864270
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Methodist Women in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British
unit of the World Federation of Methodist
and Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 22nd September 2.00pm at Trinity
Speaker: Rev Una McLean
(Bring & Buy Stall).

Thursday 5th October 2.00pm
Circuit Network Committee at Marton.
Friday 3rd November 2.00pm at Nunthorpe
Speaker: Rev W Middlemiss
Dedication of Sunshine Bags
(Bring & Buy Stall)

MWiB Darlington District events
Thursday 12th October. Autumn District Day at Stokesley Methodist Church.
Coffee from 10am. The morning session starts at 11am and this will include the
new District President’s Induction with Rev Ruth Gee. Afternoon service at
2pm when the speaker will be Mrs June Anderson.
Having been unable to find anyone in our District willing to be our President
from October 2017, and following consultation with Rev Ruth Gee, we
approached Mrs June Anderson of Northallerton and we are delighted that she
has agreed to accept the position for one year.
June is a former member of our Circuit from many years ago and is known to
many of us in the Circuit and the District. She was Connectional President of
Network and has joined us for some events in our District since she moved back
to Northallerton about 10 years ago.
Friday 24th November. Advent service at Zetland Park Methodist Church,
Redcar. Coffee from 10.30am. The service will commence at 11am with a
soup lunch to follow.
Advance notice
Minsteracres Overnighter on Friday/Saturday March 9th/10th 2018.
Facilitator Mrs Myrtle Poxon.
Please note that all ladies are welcome at ALL these events,
Kath Smithies
Circuit Methodist Women in Britain Secretary
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PRAYER PATHWAYS
Nunthorpe Methodist Church
Saturday 7th October 2017
[10.00am-12.30pm with a break for coffee and cake]
Ruth Taylor, with Kate Dykes and Anne Smith, will lead us in
conversations about tried and tested pathways to reinvigorate and
inspire our personal prayer life, including:
WOW! Prayers
SORRY! Prayers
THANK YOU Prayers
PICTURES to inspire Prayer
Phone or email Ruth Lewis
(01642 315002 ruthlewis449@yahoo.co.uk
to book a slice of cake.
This event is free and organised by the Circuit L&D group.
If you can get there we can take you home.

Gone but not…
People go on holiday to forget things.
Then they open their bags, and find that they did.
The Parish Pump

'Do you enjoy singing and getting
together with like minded people, then
come along to

Normanby Methodist Church
on Mondays 10am
for 'Singing for Fun'
Everyone welcome whatever your musical talents!

Margaret Johnson
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Middlesbrough Live at Home
Scheme
WE NEED YOU!
Here at Live at Home Scheme we work with our community to ensure we
provide social opportunities for older people living in Middlesbrough and the
surrounding areas.
We want to ensure we provide a wide range of opportunities from lunch
clubs, social afternoons, bingo to monthly excursions.
We also provide an excellent volunteer scheme to give members of our
community the opportunity to give a little back to their community, as well
as gain new skills themselves.
Why not pop along to one of our sessions:
Pop-In Session, every Monday, Normanby Methodist Church, 1.303.00pm, £1.75 includes refreshments and a variety of activites.
Trinity Bingo, every Friday, Trinity Family Friendly Centre, Stainsby Rd,
1.00-3.00pm,
Fortnightly Lunch Club (every other Wednesday) Marton Methodist
Church 12.30-2.30pm, £5.00 including two course lunch and tea and coffee.
(Booking Essential)
Fortnightly Good Companions Group (every other Wednesday) Marton Community Centre, 1.00-3.00pm.
Membership is free and you can call us on 01642 319537 to find out
more.

Smile lines
Willpower: the ability to eat one salted peanut – and stop. - Anon
Smile: something that adds to your face value. - Anon
Can’t count: It’s easy to identify people who can’t count to ten.
They’re in front of you in the supermarket express lane
Sign on a door: Push. If that doesn’t work. Pull. If that doesn’t work,
we’re closed
The Parish Pump
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Reception

School Play

Two television aerials met
one day and fell madly in
love with each other. Eventually they decided to get married and booked the local
Church. Apparently the service was not up to much but
the reception was excellent!

A little boy was given a part in
the school play and went home
to tell his father. His father was
really proud of him, and asked
what the part was. The boy
replied: “I got the part of a man
who has been married for 25
years.” His father congratulated
him. "That's good son, and
maybe next time round, you'll
get a talking role!"

Prayer along the
way

A November Field
The tractor ploughs a lonely field
Seen through November mist;
Which, to the rising sun doth yield
The earth is gently kissed.
The earth is gently kissed,
And melts remaining frost
But yet a chill does still persist
For thousands here were lost.

Father,
We have so many questions.
Life is sometimes difficult and
we can’t see our way. Thank you
for Jesus who told us He is
the Way. It doesn’t matter if we
don’t always understand as long
as we are on your special Way –
in relationship with you through
your precious Son, who died on
the cross to make that possible.
Help us to join the Way by putting our trust in what Jesus has
done.

For thousands here were lost.
They fought for this same soil These
thousands paid the awful cost In
blood, and pain, and toil.

Help us to make it easy for
others to find the Way – to find
Jesus. Please give us revelation
to know the right words to use
and the right actions to take to
draw people to you.

In blood, and pain, and toil, ‘Gainst
shell, and gun, and bomb They
fought, these men, courageous, loyal
The Battle of the Somme.

We ask in Jesus name and for
your glory alone,
Amen.
Daphne Kitching

Nigel Beeton

The Parish Pump
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‘The Phantom of the Opera’
(aka the Parish Pump)
We seek him here, we seek him there
He seems to turn up everywhere!
Is he from heaven or is he from hell?
This extremely elusive ‘Pumpernel’!
Is he/she cleric, comedian or computer? Human or humanoid? Real or
robotic? I trust that there will be no accidental spelling errors in this nom de
plume by contributor, typist or proof reader, as the substitution of an
incorrect vowel could have serious implications, discredit MEMO’s
editors and could have serious consequences!!
In truth there must be a few Parish Pumps still in existence, an archaic mode
of water supply and, in past times, a source of cholera pandemics and we
don’t want that again do we?
So please can we dispose of the ‘Parish Pump’ and come clean as to their
identity? Parish Pump unmask yourself! You have nothing to lose but your
drip, drop or downpour.
Yours sincerely,

“Disgusted”, Tunbridge Wells

From the editorial team:
Disgusted from Tunbridge Wells did suggest that a more appropriate nom de
plume should be adopted. Unfortunately, this is not possible or we really
would be in trouble so perhaps we should explain. ‘Parish Pump’ is a
website for church magazines and for an annual subscription we have access
to a wide and varied collection of material to dip in to. It is an Independent,
registered limited company which began in May 1999. It has an eclectic
creative team whose theological stance is ‘orthodox, historical,
Bible-based Christianity. What CS Lewis called 'mere Christianity’'. Without
this resource, we would not be able to fill the pages as we do. As always, we
give thanks for all our contributors. Why not join in and add your voice to
MEMO?

Who is god?
During a youth service, the Minister asked if anyone could tell
her who God is. One youngster waved a hand, and ventured:
“Isn’t God the man who saves the Queen?”
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Nunthorpe Methodist Church
Knit & Natter
The knitted and crochet Poppy Project in 2016 (see front
cover) was so much appreciated by residents and the wider
Community that the Nunthorpe and Marton Knitters
agreed that the 2017 display would be even more spectacular. The target this
year is 10,000 poppies, and angels for Christmas. We are grateful to
Nunthorpe Parish Council and NE Homes for generous grants and Boyes at
Coulby Newham who gave us a generous discount to enable us to reach this
target.
In addition to the displays we did last year at Nunthorpe Railway Station and
Nunthorpe War Memorial, we intend to have a display at Nunthorpe
Methodist Church and Nunthorpe Oaks Care Home.
There are several knitting /crochet groups in the area as well as people
knitting at home.
Recently we have started a new group at Nunthorpe Methodist Church on a
Thursday evening 7pm -9pm . This has made a good start but would
welcome more people to join us . You will be made very welcome and as
well as knitting we natter and have refreshments. We also have wool and
knitting needles.
The regular Tuesday morning coffee morning at Nunthorpe Methodist
Church has a knitting table and everyone is welcome here too.
Please get in touch if you have any questions.
Brenda Thompson 01642 318447
email brendathompson6@virginmedia.com
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‘SONGS OF PRAISE’
On June 25th we celebrated again our love of singing and the way in
which it helps us to worship God in a very special way.
A good number of friends from across the Circuit and beyond met at
Avenue to honour Rev Huw Sperring as he prepares to leave us for a
new Circuit. Because Huw was born and brought up in Wales, all the
hymns either had a Welsh author or a Welsh composer. It was good
also to hear Rev Huw’s message as he spoke on ‘This is my story’ and
he basically told us about his life and his call to Ministry. It was an
inspirational story and helped us to learn more about this much loved
Minister.
He will be sadly missed when he and Hilary and the children leave us,
but we know that the Circuit and especially Huw’s churches have
gained so much from his very special ministry.
Avenue is a great place to gather for our Songs of Praise services, and
we are always grateful to the Avenue team for preparing the church
for our service.
It was good to have Colin playing the lovely Avenue organ, thank
you to him for his important part in this service.
Thank you also to the Men’s Fellowship choir.
The collection from the service will go to Action for Children, Huw’s
choice as he used to work for the Charity.
Ron Mapplebeck and I once again had worked with Huw in
preparing this service as we have done over the years for many Songs
of Praise services. We so enjoy meeting together in faith and fellowship and putting the Methodist church right, once we have finished
preparing the service!!
We hope the next Songs of Praise will be the first Sunday in Advent,
but watch out for details.
Dave
On behalf of Huw and Ron.

If you understand it…
When you get to the point where you really understand
your computer, it's probably obsolete.
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Harvest is one of the oldest known
festivals and is traditionally held on
or near the Sunday of the Harvest
Moon which is around the time of
the Autumn Equinox in September.
It dates back to pre- Christian times
when the success
of the crop governed the lives of the people. Saxon farmers offered
their first cut sheaf of corn to one of their gods of fertility in order to
safeguard a good harvest the following year. The last sheaf was
thought to contain the Spirit of the Corn, and it was usually
accompanied by ritually sacrificing an animal - often a hare caught
hiding in the corn. This eventually led to the making of corn dollies
for the goddess of the grain which were hung from the farmhouse
rafters. Once the harvest was gathered in the whole community was
invited to share in a Celebratory Supper.
The church celebration of Harvest Festival reputedly began in 1843
in a Cornish church when the local vicar invited his parishioners to a
special Thanksgiving Service and there began the decorating of
churches with home grown produce.
We will all have memories of Harvest Festivals over the
years. Mine are of harvest suppers, bread dough made
into the shape of a wheatsheaf and masses of fresh fruit
and veg which were than donated to local elderly and
needy people in the community. Oh, and singing ‘We
Plough the Fields and Scatter’ (I’m still not a fan of that
hymn!) At Trinity, we still decorate the church but our gifts are now
of tinned and dried food products which are then shared between the
Food Bank and the Mary Thompson Trust.
Of course, there are lots of things that can be harvested (i.e. to
gather) from field crops to seeds, fruit, fish, people and even tissues
and organs for transplants, and your memories of harvest festivals
may be very different from mine.
Enjoy your Harvest service this year. Perhaps you would like to
refresh yourself with what Brian Wren writes about the harvest –
Hymns & Psalms 351 – just about says it all.
Anne Smith
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REMEMBRANCE
I think my generation were the lucky ones, I
was born in 1949, as we have never lived
through a World War, or been conscripted to
go and fight for our country. We also did not
have to do National Service. However I have witnessed many wars in my
lifetime, some of which have come to our country as we are all too
aware with the recent Terrorist Attacks.
I once preached in a lovely Oxfordshire village possibly about 1970, and
one of the congregation told me he had been a Pacifist and that he
was still ostracised by certain people in his village. Were they at war with
him for his beliefs?
My Dad spent his war in the Jungle in Burma and he had a tough time, in
fact he suffered all his life for his time in the jungle and I remember his
pride on Remembrance Sunday as he went to Church Parade wearing
his medals. He also spent a lot of time visiting the victims of the Burma
campaign. It was only in the final months of his life in 1993, that he told
me some of his war experiences, in a sad and remorseful way. No glory
here, no shiny medals or parades, just the pain and the fear and the
sadness, for the colleagues who didn’t come home. He taught me to
always remember those who gave their lives for my freedom, for my
quality of life, and I have never forgotten.
I was fortunate as a teacher of R.E. to be able to discuss war and
conflict in a religious context, to help young people to think about the
issue, but to inform them so they too will never forget.
That’s why November 11th and Remembrance Sunday with their silences,
their wreath laying, their special services are so vital to all of us, so we
never forget those who gave and who still give their lives that we might
live.
Jesus says ‘Blessed are the Peace makers’ those who are prepared to
stand up for what is right. He also said ‘there is no greater love than this,
that a man should lay down his life for his friends’
Dave Elliott

‘The tragedy of war is that it uses
man’s best to do man’s worst’. - Anon
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‘Beattie’
Do you remember Beatie as portrayed by Maureen
Lipman in the BT advertisement, in which she is
telephoning her grandson to congratulate him after his exam
results? Because he had passed in Sociology she was so proud
of him as it meant he was now a Scientist!
However not all ‘ologies’ are scientific ones, there are a few theological and
religious ones. Don’t be put off by them, the terms may be unfamiliar but the
teaching and the experiences may already be known to you, or if not, are
simple to learn (although not so easy to live by)
Soteriology is the theological doctrine of salvation as affected by Christ. The
term comes from the Greek ‘soterion’ which means deliverance from, and
’soter’ meaning saviour (sozein – to save from and saos – safe) There are three
‘tenses’ of Salvation:
The Past – being saved from the penalty of the past.
The Present – we are being saved for the punishment of sins of the past and
present temptations.
The Future – we will be saved from the presence of sin in the future
So it has already been achieved through Christ’s death, sacrifice and mercy.
It can be experienced in the present, now, and with hope, for the future.
Christology as the name suggests is the study of Christ’s person, qualities and
deeds, or the doctrine of Jesus as Saviour. If the person of Jesus is not at the
heart if the Gospel then it is not Good News. It teaches us about welcoming
Jesus as Saviour, Judge, King and Lord in our lives. Salvation is a free gift for
all, without exception, which we are invited to accept or refuse of our own free
will.
Eschatology. This is the branch of theology that is concerned with the
ultimate or last things such as death, judgement, heaven or hell (the term
comes from the Greek ‘eskhatos’ meaning last or extreme) In other words it’s
all about the future. Since none of us can predict the future it is all about the
unknown except it is based on hope, not a vague type of wishful thinking but a
rock-solid certainty, because of the promises of Jesus Christ himself. ‘Peace,
perfect peace? The future all unknown? Jesus is King and He is on the throne!’
Don’t worry if you haven’t got an ‘ology’ or can’t remember long words.
They are not important. What is, is Christ’s love for you.
Vera Pearson
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1st November
All Saints’ Day

the feast day of all
the redeemed

All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of
all the redeemed, known and unknown,
who are now in heaven. When the English Reformation took place, the
number of saints in the calendar was drastically reduced, with the result that
All Saints’ Day stood out with a prominence that it had never had before.
This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as early as the 5th century, as
commemorating ‘the martyrs of the whole world’. A Northern English 9th
century calendar named All Hallows as a principal feast, and such it has
remained. Down the centuries devotional writers have seen in it the
fulfilment of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice and
resurrection.
The saints do not belong to any religious tradition, and their lives and
witness to Christ can be appreciated by all Christians. Richard Baxter,
writing in the 17th century, wrote the following:
He wants not friends that hath thy love,
And made converse and walk with thee,
And with thy saints here and above,
With whom for ever I must be...
As for my friends, they are not lost;
The several vessels of thy fleet,
Though parted now, by tempests tost,
Shall safely in thy haven meet....
The heavenly hosts, world without end,
Shall be my company above;
And thou, my best and surest Friend,
Who shall divide me from thy love?*
1,255 ancient English churches were dedicated to All Saints - a number
only surpassed by those dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
*(Maurice Frost (ed.), Historical Companion to Hymns Ancient and
Modern (London: Clowes, 1962), no. 274, verses 1,3,6.

The Parish Pump
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“He made their
tiny wings”
Fulfilling a long held ambition to do some
painting in Tenby, that interesting coastal
town in South Wales, I was doing just that when suddenly a butterfly
alighted on my finger!
Fascinated, I studied it for several minutes, the kaleidoscope pattern of its
wings, the brilliant colours more vibrant than the painted seafront
cottages of Tenby.
I think it was a Red Admiral, because it wasn’t a Peacock and those are
the only butterflies I know. Whatever it was - I will never forget.
Ruth M Hayton
July 2017
From the Editors
Thank you for taking the time to share this with us.

events around the circuit
Saturday 2nd September, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to
11.30am
Tuesday 26th September, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 7th October, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to
11.30am
Saturday 7th October, Prayer Pathways At Nunthorpe (see p13)
Saturday 14th October, Stainton’s Autumn Event 2.00pm (see p9)
Tuesday 31st October, 10.00am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 4th November, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to
11.30am
Saturday 4th November, Ramblers Coffee Morning at Trinity, enjoy a
mince pie with your coffee 10.00am—12.00 noon.
Tuesday 28th November, 10.00am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
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P R A Y E R
September 3rd Pray today for our
Circuit at the start of this new
Methodist year, as we witness to
Jesus in our lives and churches. Pray
for the Preacher’s meeting taking
place this week. Pray for Rev Sue
Greenwood that she may have
been inspired and refreshed by her
recent Sabatical. Pray too for
Stainton.
September 10th Pray today for all
those meetings starting again in our
churches as we plan this New Year.
Pray for Rev Una McLean and Grove
Hill.
September 17th We pray today for all
those young people going off to
College and University and for their
families left behind. Pray too for all
who teach in our local schools or
act as Governors. Pray for Rev
Christopher Wood-Archer and
Normanby, that he might feel
welcomed by all his churches and
the Circuit
September 24th We pray for all
Harvest Festivals taking place in the
coming weeks, that they will be true
services of Thanksgiving for God’s
power in Creation. Pray for Rev Len
Karn and Ormesby
October 1st We pray for the
Communities served by our
Churches, help us to represent the
healing and uniting power of the
Holy Spirit. Pray for Pat and her staff
at Linthorpe Road Resource Centre
and for the life of that Church.
October 8th;We pray for our Circuit
Leadership Team that they might be
guided by your Holy Spirit in their
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D I A R Y
guardianship of this Circuit. Pray for
Eston Grange.
October 15th We pray for all who are
ill in body, mind or spirit, for those in
hospital, hospice and at home. Be
with all who care for them. Pray for
Rev Sarah Ramsden and her ministry
at James Cook Hospital and the
Hospice.
October 22nd We pray today for all
who feel left out by Society, we
pray for the inclusive ministry of Alisa
Adamson and her team.
October 29th We pray for the many
organisations who use our churches,
that we may see in them the
opportunity for Mission. Pray for
Elaine at the Circuit Office and for
Nunthorpe.
November 5th; We pray for our often
fractured society and for all who
work for Unity. Pray for Rev
Laurence Law and the Chinese
Congregations
November 12th We think today of
the work of our church with the
Elderly and we pray for Live at
Home. We think too of all who run
Young Peoples’ activities. We pray
for Marton.
November 19th We pray for the
continued success of the outreach
work from Trinity and all the ways in
which people have found a faith
through their witness and service to
their Community. We pray for the
life of this church
November 26th We pray for Rev Ruth
Gee and the Darlington District and
for all the many different types of
worship and witness in our District.

