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We have had a great summer with
plenty of sunshine, and today as I
write, it is no exception even though it
is the middle of October. But can you
remember those sunny days, or do
you just recall the wet, dismal and
windy times? Is it a selective memory
or a bit of pessimism? As we go
about our daily busyness it is so easy
to file things away in our minds as
well as on shelves sometimes never to
be thought of again. This can be the
same with our time for reading the
bible, being consistent in prayer,
speaking with a relative, friend or
neighbour or just sitting in a quite
place. Perhaps the next three months
could be just the time to try and find a
balance of time, family, friends,
shopping, wrapping, visiting etc.
while keeping the meaning of the
season at the forefront of our being
and doing.
In this edition of Memo you will find
articles to reflect on and a quiz to
keep your mind active (it is a while
since we had a similar one – I think
this is more difficult!) There is
information about Nativities and an
event or two for entertainment,
Christmas fayres and coffee mornings
for friendship and perhaps some lastminute present shopping or just a time
to relax for a half hour or so.
Hopefully there is something for
everyone here.
With Advent we have a period of
waiting and readiness enhanced with
candles and liturgies to centre our
attention, and even a daily chocolate
for some. At Christmas through to
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Epiphany we celebrate the story
surrounding the birth of Jesus and
sing some wonderful words of the
promise and coming of the Messiah.
Mentioning Epiphany brings to mind
that this is the time when we
welcome Rev Charity Hamilton into
the circuit with an evening circuit
service at Grove Hill.
For many there is the Covenant
service in January although some
churches may have held this in
September at the start of the
Methodist year. I remember in the
past being very uncomfortable with
the words of the Covenant Prayer but
now find them powerful and
humbling. According to Wikipedia
John Wesley says that the first
Methodist covenant service was held
in Spitalfields with 1800 people
present! If you are interested there is
a ‘Study on the Methodist Covenant
Prayer’ published by Roots for
Churches (on the web – try Googling
it)
The Communication team send best
wishes for a blessed and happy
Christmas and New Year
Anne, Elaine and Dave

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO
Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road, Nunthorpe,
Middlesbrough TS7 0BS
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear friends,
'Twas much, that man was made like God before,
But that God should be made like man, much more.
John Donne, "Holy Sonnet 15"
If I was asked what my top ten Bible passages were, somewhere, quite high up the list
would come Philippians 2: 5 - 11. It is one of the earliest Christian hymns and I love to
hear it read, especially at Christmas and Easter - in fact it links so wonderfully: Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension.
Go on - look it up! Read how God became a human being.
I wonder how Christmas day felt to God? Can you Imagine for a moment becoming a
baby again: giving up language and muscle coordination, and the ability to eat solid
food and control your bladder. On that day in Bethlehem, the Maker of all that Is took
form as a helpless, dependent newborn - how terrifying!
How frightening it must have been for Mary, for Joseph and yes, for God; to make
himself weak and vulnerable - and human!!
Yet the gospel record offers two words "Fear Not," over and again.
To Elizabeth and Zechariah, to Mary and Joseph and to the shepherds - over and over
again, "Fear Not."
We are reminded every year as children dress up in dressing gowns and tea towels
and act out the story of Jesus' birth. "Fear Not!" lisps the six year old angel, his
bedsheet costume dragging the ground, his coat-hanger-frame wings flapping ever
so slightly from the trembling of his body. He sneaks a peep at the script hidden in the
folds of his sleeve."Fear not, I bring you good tidings of great joy."
In days gone by, God appearing to men and women had almost always caused fear.
Whereas now, God was about to appear in a form that would not frighten - What could
be less scary than a newborn baby with jerky limbs and eyes that don't quite focus? In
Jesus, born in a barn or cave and laid in a feeding trough, God found at last a mode of
approach that humanity need not fear. God took the ultimate risk and
spanned the vast chasm of fear that had distanced him from his human creation. but
removing that barrier made Jesus vulnerable, terribly vulnerable. God comes to us in
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such a way, that it is easy to reject him - for he comes with an invitation: no force no coercion- no bribery or blackmail - simply an invitation. And after all these years
the invitation is the same - "Come, follow me!"
We know many have rejected his invitation over the years but for those who accept,
life is never the same again.
With God there is always an invitation.
I would like to offer you all three invitations over Christmas, Epiphany and the New
Year. The first is to come to Avenue on 12th December at 11.00am to be part of the
Christmas story told by adult Refugees and Asylum Seekers.
Then, on the evening of Epiphany, at 6.00pm at Grove Hill, you are invited to the
Circuit Welcome Service when we will be welcoming Rev Charity Hamilton and
promising to work with her in this Circuit.
On 10th February at Linthorpe Road at 1.00pm we are all invited by the Chinese
Church to be with them as they celebrate Chinese New Year. There will be a bring
and share tea following the service. We do hope as many people as possible will
respond to the invitation as we remember that the Chinese Church is the newest
church in our Circuit. Look out for details of a Circuit coach to get us there in style!
May God Bless you all this Christmas and as we enter 2019.
With sincere Love,

Sue

Circuit Service
To welcome
Revd. Charity Hamilton
On 6th January 2019
At Grove Hill at 6.00pm

Circuit Service with the Chinese Church
At Linthorpe Road
on 10th February 2019 at 1.30pm
Followed by food
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Charity Hamilton
I’m delighted to be part of the Middlesbrough & Eston
circuit ministering alongside Linthorpe Road, Trinity and
Grove Hill Methodist Churches.
Prior to coming to Middlesbrough I expressed my ministry
as part of the Connexional team in the Yorkshire Plus region
of the Learning Network. Before that appointment I was a
circuit minister in inner-city Leeds. I trained for ministry at
Wesley College, Bristol after spending a
number of years as a community worker in areas of multiple deprivation and
working in university chaplaincy.
I grew up in Cumbria and the Lake District and so I really enjoy spending time
outdoors whether being active or simply being mindful of creation. I like cooking
for others and spending time with people, and when I’m on my own I can be found
with my head in a book… something you’ll see line the walls of the manse!
I still feel an immense sense of privilege and excitement that my identity is caught
up in the story of ministry and I’m looking forward to sharing this part of the
journey with you.

Doug Gibson
Doug became a fully accredited Local Preacher 60 years ago. Sadly he has not
preached for some time now and his family felt it would be more appropriate to
mention this milestone through the pages of ‘Memo’.
Doug’s preaching was special, he had his own very warm delivery and he was
sincere, he lived by the teaching of Jesus. He preached a very simple yet totally
sure faith in his Lord.
So we thank God for Doug’s ministry over all those years, but also for his
Christian service.
We hope he may continue to enjoy worshipping at Grove Hill for many years to
come.
Well done Doug!
Dave Elliott
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‘Being in church’
I was Baptised at Manor Road Congregational Church in Scarborough. I
don’t remember it!! It is no longer there, I think it’s houses now.
I don’t remember much about church until I was at Glenhow School at
Saltburn I had, along with the other boys, to march to the Parish Church
every Sunday morning. It was such a strange service compared to the
Methodist service I attended with my Dad back home in Scarborough.
Once my year at Saltburn was over and my Dad had re married we all
started going to St Sepulchre St Methodist Church. That was when going
to church became good, we had a big Sunday School a thriving Youth
Club, weekends away once per year at Cober Hill at Cloughton. It was
there I discovered my love of the organ, it was a lovely big three manual
pipe organ played by my friend’s Dad.
Sadly in September 1967 this lovely church closed with the final hymn
being ‘And can it be?’ That also became houses. As a family we started
worshipping at Scalby Methodist church, which hasn’t closed down!!! I
began to teach in the Sunday School, something which helped me to
learn more about working with children and young people. I had also
begun to feel a strong call to preach by that time and had begun my
training.
On a Sunday evening we would go to Queen Street Central Hall, the
home of brilliant preachers and a most amazing organist; Leslie Sturdy,
sadly no longer with us. I went away to Westminster College Oxford to train
to teach and we had a lovely college chapel, which we attended every
morning and evening for a short service. I began to help to take the
services. Also on Sunday evenings we had some amazing preachers at
the College Chapel who really stretched our minds. On Sunday mornings
we would go down in to Oxford to worship at the very grand Wesley
Chapel opposite the place the Wesley brothers had stayed in during their
time at the University.
Upon leaving college and starting to teach in Middlesbrough, I would still
go back to Scarborough every weekend and now Queen Street had
become our family church.
In about 1973 I began worshipping at Grove Hill having been invited by
the wonderful Rev Joe Rimmer. I began teaching in the Sunday School
and continued to do so up until a year ago when I was no longer
required, also I was then more available to fulfil preaching appointments in
the Circuit and in other neighbouring Circuits.
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I guess that Methodism is in me and I would find it hard to change now,
although I have preached in Anglican Churches and also enjoyed
worshipping in them. Sue and I for a time would go with our friends to St
Bernadette’s church at Nunthorpe to the Taize services, and I must
admit I did feel very inspired by the worship there.
I guess we could all tell our church stories, but what is it about your church
which keeps you there.
I know there are churches in this Circuit that I would feel very comfortable
making them my church. I guess I have attended so many different
churches, but for my wife Sue, Grove Hill has been her church for most of
her life and she would want to continue to be there as much as she can.
Church is so important to me, I do occasionally enjoy a Sunday off, but I do
miss it if I don’t go.
I have often said to other preachers, and some have agreed, we would
rather be in the pulpit than the pew!!! Maybe that’s because we aren’t
very good listeners. I do however find some of our preachers very
inspirational and it does me good to be in the pew!!! Who can fail to be
inspired when listening to Rev Sue!! And she is one of many who have such
a special way of leading worship.
Yet for so many visitors to our churches as part of a Baptismal party or
Wedding or Funeral, it must seem very strange. The language we use, our
ceremonies, even the appearance of our buildings. Maybe we should be
more understanding of those who are not used to church even though at
times; we may not be impressed by their behaviour.
Also, we had an amazing speaker at ‘Men’s Fellowship’ last night; he is the
Vicar of St Peter’s at Stockton. He spoke about his ministry to disabled
people. It was very inspirational and made us think about the many
different types of disability and how we welcome and care for people with
a range of different disabilities in our churches, how we make them feel
valued. Rev Braviner said that a church without welcome for people with
disabilities is a disabled church. It made me think.
So maybe you would like to share your Church Experiences through the
pages of this ‘Memo’ go on have a go! All contributions will be gratefully
accepted. Church is the common bond of the majority of readers of
‘Memo’ so let’s share this important part of our Christian journey in as
positive a way as possible.
Dave Elliott
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How delighted I was to read Sandra Daniels report (September Memo) entitled
‘Unity’ in which she described the ways the different Churches in her area are
meeting to learn about each other. and what better way than walking and talking
informally together (like the disciples on the road to Emmaus) But I was also glad
that arrangements had been made for those less able to walk so that they too
could be included in the prayer and worship. “Middlesbrough, United!” I was
even more impressed by the four questions posed and her courage in posing
them. A certain teacher, who had an unusual surname always introduced himself
at public meetings with “It would be presumptuous of me to say “I am Divine” so I’ll
just have to say “I am Mr Divine”“ (pause for laughter from the audience!)
Neither can I claim to divine God’s thinking on the questions she poses but that
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t think about them and discuss them.
The four questions are really about people’s perceptions of traditions and worship,
and because we are human we have been given the power to think for ourselves
as God intended that we should. We are all different from each other so naturally
we all like and approve of different things, both secular and religious. After all,
most preferences are largely due to birth and upbringing, in family, schools,
communities, religion and nationality so it would be odd if we weren’t different.
But we have to learn to live and get along together.
The Lord’s Prayer – Older people tend to prefer the Lord’s prayer in the
traditional version because of the beauty of its language as expressed in the
Authorised or King James Bible. This is the one they are familiar with, understand
and remember (all of which are important as we get older!) Younger people may
not have the benefits of school-worship, Sunday school or Church worship so may
not understand the archaic language (in parts) and may prefer the simpler wording
which fits their thought patterns and life-style better. Others just wish to be
thought to be trendy and show that they are different, and for all that is new and
modern (but not necessarily better) For all three versions they need to be printed
for public worship so that all can participate. Does God care which version he has
to listen to? I shouldn’t have thought so. After all, He has already been listening to
them for a very long time and His own son, Jesus, taught us all
that needs to be said. So, I think God must know it off by heart and is so busy
working out our prayers in His world! What God is probably more concerned about
is that we live and practice what we say we do, and that’s sufficient to keep us all
fully occupied, instead of worrying about a few different words.
Hymns (Themes and variations) – Does God mind who composes the words
and tunes? I should think that he is very pleased, after all He is the one who
gave the writers and composers their ability, and put it into their brains, hearts
and fingers to write them down and play them so that others may join in and
enjoy God’s music and love too.
Does God care what we call our religious leaders? Isn’t it more important that
God has called them, by their name, and they are His. God’s calling is far more
important than titles or names we have given our leaders, but they then have the
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responsibility of obeying that call and living up to it! We should be more concerned
to be praying for more vocations to and for the Ministry rather than squabbling
overt titles and hierarchies. I think Jesus set the example when He called himself
‘The Good Shepherd’.
Does God care what we wear? Since God created man and woman as naked
creatures I don’t suppose he cared a fig (if you will pardon the pun!) But we have to
be practical. Whatever distinctive garments our leaders wear it is a sign not of
superiority or authority (or even a matter of looking splendid to perform religious
rituals) but a sign of their submission and commitment to God, a higher authority,
and at the same time a pledge of care and service not only to their own flock but to
all who are in need. The minister’s vestments, dog collar or uniforms are an
identification to any who may need their help, so it is important.

When I was a child I was always told that if I became separated from my parents
or friends and felt lost, in danger or afraid, to try to find a Policeman (though in
war-time the uniform was more likely to be that of the ARP warden). Young people
today, more than ever before, need identifiable people they can turn to for refuge
and security and someone who will listen to them and believe them. In cases of
emergency it is imperative that a source of help can be identified and called upon
quickly, and that the appointed person takes charge of the situation. To do this they
need to be recognized by some sort of uniform. What form it takes does not really
matter so long as it is distinctive, recognizable and practical i.e. fit for purpose. So
yes, I do think it is important to people that our leaders should
stand-out and stand-up for Jesus.
God of course can work through all sorts of lay people (and often has to) After all
there are more of us and we can reach those places and people that the clergy
can’t, and vice versa. We can be the human angels, God’s messengers. Today, in
our cosmopolitan world, we also have to consider what we think of the rights of
other religions to wear their religious insignia and robes. How far do we accept that
fully or just tolerate it, disagree with it or actively oppose it? Your views please.
Vera Pearson

As good as it gets
A shipwrecked man spent five years on a deserted island. One day
he was overjoyed to see a ship drop anchor in the bay. A dinghy a
approached, and a ship’s officer handed the sailor ‘The Times’, ‘The
Financial Times’ and ‘The Daily Telegraph’. “The captain suggests,”
said the officer, “that you read what’s going on in the world before you
decide if you wish to be rescued.”
The Parish Pump
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LINTHORPE ROAD METHODIST CHURCH & RESOURCE CENTRE
The Good Samaritan Project
Adopt a Project – Volunteers urgently needed
Dear Friends,
I am writing to let you know about the Good Samaritan Project that is being developed at
our town centre church. As you know, in February this year, the Circuit employed Amanda
Bolderson to develop the mission of Linthorpe Road Church and its Resource Centre and
project manage the activities and services we hope to deliver.
The fundamental aim of ‘Good Samaritans’ is to provide help and comfort to the town’s
most needy including the homeless, the lonely and isolated, the unemployed and those in
crisis. Over the months, Amanda has worked very hard to build partnerships with
organisations working in the same field and has established many valuable contacts. She
has also been very busy fundraising for the projects and activities we hope to start, and at
last her hard work is paying off and we are starting to receive the fruits of her labour. The
Job Club has started with the help of the National Careers Service Lunch and Games Club
will start on the 9th January, lunch 12.00 - 2.00pm with games to follow on. This will be a
weekly event and one of Linthorpe Road’s tenants, Millennium Meals, will be providing
the meals. We are delighted to be able to support our tenant, who themselves are a not for
profit organisation, in this way
A recent 40s event and afternoon tea was very well supported and went down a treat with
all who attended. In addition, December 19th will be our Mulled wine and mince pie
event. Look out for more of this type of social event and please come along – I guarantee
you a good time will be had. There will also be other activities such as Bowls Clubs and
opportunities for socialising.
As for the ‘serious’ business of our mission, once funding is in place we are planning to
introduce school holiday meals for families. These will be free of charge to families
accessing the food banks. Many schools offer free meals during holidays but only for the
children. Our intention is to provide a meal for parents too, so that they can sit down with
their children. We are also looking at implementing Life Skills Courses for the
unemployed, and in partnership with Middlesbrough Environmental City we will shortly
be delivering healthy eating cookery courses.
One of our main objectives is to work with people who are suffering hardship through debt
and are in need of counselling and help. Over the next twelve months we will explore the
work of Christians Against Poverty and other agencies working in that field with the view
to developing a service.
AND NOW A PLEA FOR HELP. As you can see there is a lot going on at Linthorpe
Road and much more is to come. We desperately need volunteers to help us deliver the
services planned, especially to serve meals and help clear away – no food preparation is
required. Also, we need volunteers to make a cup of tea for the activities afternoons or
just come along and chat with people; for some such an afternoon will be the only
conversation they will have had with another person perhaps for days. If neither of these
appeals to you there are other opportunities for you to get involved in the town centre
project that began in 2004. If you can offer two or three hours occasionally to cover the
office when the administration staff are on holiday or in meetings, or even helping
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Amanda with her events it will be gratefully received. All expenses will be paid, and
training given if needed.
If you are interested in helping us, please talk to Amanda on 01642 225396 or Pat
07342670320.
Thank you for taking the time to read this.
Love and Best Wishes
Pat Barrett

APPEAL
Thanks you for your continued
support of MAP.
We are urgently requiring hats, scarves,
gloves and NEW socks and underwear, both men's and
women's

Montpellier Manor
Many of you will know that sitting on a greenfield site on
the edge of Stainton is Montpellier Manor, a modern
spacious, purpose built care home that offers residential,
dementia and respite care for up to 85 people.
Although it’s first resident moved in last April this Methodist
home, the 90th to be built, was officially opened on Wednesday September 26th by
John Middleton, Emmerdale fans will know John as the vicar, Rev. Ashley Thomas.
John took on the heart wrenching
storyline playing out the torment of a man with
Vascular Dementia. The researchers, director,
producer and John worked closely with a Methodist
Home in Ilkley to help them understand Dementia
and ensure the representation was as accurate as
possible.
John was full of praise for M.H.A. and after cutting
the ribbon but before cutting the celebratory cake
he said hehoped he would be invited back to
Montpellier Manor when all the shrubs in the grounds have matured and were in
full bloom producing magnificent fragrant, floral displays attracting birds and
butterflies for the enjoyment of the residents.
Claire Tate (Stainton)
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Methodist Women in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British unit
of the World Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 14 December
January
Friday 8 February

2pm Grove Hill Christmas meeting Bring/Buy Stall
No meeting
2pm Marton Speaker to be arranged Bring/Buy Stall

MWiB Darlington District event
Friday/Saturday 22nd & 23rd March 2019.
Minsteracres Overnighter at the Retreat Centre, Consett, Co Durham.
Facilitator: Deacon Denise Creed
Commences with coffee at 10.30am Friday and ends with tea and biscuits at 4pm Saturday.
All ladies are welcome at this event, you do not have to be a member of a group. Booking forms
will be available through your Church Network Secretary or contact me for more information.
Your Church notice board will have more details of all Methodist Women in Britain events.
Kath Smithies
Circuit Methodist Women in Britain (Network) Secretary

Methodist Women in Britain Project news
The District Project for 2018/19 is “The Halo Project”. Based in Middlesbrough and serving the
Tees Valley and the North East of England, it provides advice and support to victims of abuse in
the black and minority ethnic communities, specialising in Forced Marriage, Honour Based
Violence and Female Genital Mutilation. It offers specific advice, guidance and training to key
agencies to safeguard victims.
The Project aims to raise awareness to enable victims to seek help at an earlier stage and to
ensure relevant agencies intervene quickly to prevent Forced Marriage and Honour Based
Violence. It also aims to ensure victims do not suffer in silence from Honour Based Violence
by offering free confidential support.
The vision is to eliminate these forms of abuse within society and to change attitudes and beliefs
for future generations to break the cycle of abuse, and to empower victims to make their own
choices.
More information about this project can be found on the website: http:/www.haloproject.org.uk
The 2017/18 Project, supporting John and Karen Harbottle in Haiti, raised approximately
£6,500. The amount donated from our Circuit was £905. Grateful thanks to everyone who
contributed to this excellent total.
Kath Smithies
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Arising from the Grave Talk
at Nunthorpe Methodist Church
Going back to the early 1950’s, a friend and I were working nights on
Ward Six, Female Medical Ward at Middlesbrough General Hospital.
We were working our way around the sixteen bedded ward about
9.00pm and we had a patient admitted. The lady had been in a few
times before, she was a diabetic and had lapsed into a diabetic coma.
We hastened to
undress her and put her nightdress on ready for the Doctor to examine
her.
We were a bit surprised to see she was wearing men's underpants, and
said we wondered why she was wearing them.
The next evening when we started our work, this patient was beckoning
us to go to her bedside, she was laughing when she said “I could hear you
two last night talking about my pants — I had a septic spot and mine were
rubbing on it, so I borrowed my husbands.”
This proves that unconscious people do hear what is said at their bedside
so just continue to talk to them and reassure them.
Eileen Moon

WALKING
I have the privilege of occasionally going out for a
walk with the Trinity Ramblers and what a joy this is,
mainly because of the excellent company.
I wonder if there are people in the Circuit and
beyond who would maybe like to walk together
putting in 10 to 12 miles, enjoying our lovely countryside and coast.
I think some churches do have walking groups, but is there any
possibility of a Circuit group?
Let me know if you are interested. Contact me
dave67jack@gmail.com or give me a ring 07836367843.
Dave Elliott
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Can you find 30 books of the Bible hidden in this passage?
(Answer on page 21)

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket,
on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it
so much that he passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while
fishing from his John-boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo.
Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it, she mentioned it in her weekly
newspaper column.
Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews a cup of
tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a
fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the
books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully from answers we get, we are forced to
admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research
has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing
the books in these paragraphs. During a recent fundraising event, which features this
puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phil-Lemonade booth set a new sales record.
The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 50 patrons who reported that this puzzle
was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "the
books are all right here in plain view, hidden from sight". Those able to find all of them
will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may
help is that books Timothy and Samuel appear without their numbers. Also, keep in mind,
that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you
compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no
need for a mass exodus, there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in
these paragraphs waiting to be found.
The Parish Pump

Linthorpe Road Resource Centre
Mulled Wine and Mince Pie Event
On 19th December at 1.30pm
Including Vintage Singer, Christmas Quiz and Raffle

Tickets £3.00 must be purchased in advance
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Christmas crackers!
What do you call a snowman with a suntan?
A puddle.
Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A mince spy!
What carol is heard in the desert?
Camel ye faithful!
How do sheep greet each other at
Christmas?
A merry Christmas to ewe!
Why are Christmas trees like bad knitters?
They both drop needles.

“The Minister’s still miffed that
one of the parents got £250 from
You’ve Been Framed for their
video of last years nativity play”

Christmas gifts
Grandfather was talking to his
grand-daughter, “When I was a child all we
got for Christmas was an apple and an
orange.” The little girl clapped her hands in
joy. “Brilliant! I’d love a new computer and
a mobile!”

First pancake
A mother was preparing
pancakes for her sons,
Kevin, 5 and Ryan 3. The
boys began to argue over who would get
the first pancake. Their mother saw the
opportunity for a moral lesson. She said:
‘If Jesus were sitting here, He would say,
“Let my brother have the first pancake, I
can wait.”’

Let’s Play
Four-year-old to her two-year-old sister:
“Let’s play Christmas. I’ll be Santa Claus
and you can be a present and I’ll give you
away.”

Kevin turned to his younger brother and
said, ‘Ryan, you be Jesus!’

Carols mis heard by
chil dren

Girlfriend
When our minister and his wife visited our
neighbour, her four-year-old daughter
answered the door. "Mum!" she yelled toward
the living room. "God’s here, and he brought
his girlfriend.

Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly
We three kings of porridge and tar
On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave
to me

Broad
Middle age is when broadness of the mind
and narrowness of the waist change

The Parish Pump
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CHRISTMAS EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT
(not shown on The Plan)
AVENUE COMMUNITY PROJECT
Wednesday 12th December - MAP’s ‘Nativity For All’ at 11.00am Everyone is invited to
come along and enjoy a multicultural experience, and a chance to see the drop-in in full
swing from 10.30am onwards.
ESTON GRANGE
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion Service at 7.00pm at Normanby
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 10.30am led by Rev Christopher
Wood-Archer
GROVE HILL
Friday 7th December - Concert with Lee Harrison Band and Singers at 7.30pm
Saturday 8th December – Christmas Fayre 10am to 12.00noon. Various stalls and
Refreshments
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 11.00am led by Dave Elliott, all
welcome
LINTHORPE ROAD
Sunday 23rd December - Carols by Candlelight, Sectional Service with Trinity and Grove Hill
at 6.00pm
MARTON
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm led by Rev Sue Greenwood
NORMANBY
Saturday 1st December – Christmas Fayre 10am to 11.30am, Come see Santa, various
stalls
Sunday 9th December – Remembering Loved Ones Memorial Service 3.00pm
Saturday 15th December – Christmas Coffee Morning with Chocolate Tombola 10.00am to
12 noon
Sunday 16th December – Carol Service 6.00pm – Refreshments afterwards
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion at 7.00pm (Joint with Eston Grange
and Ormesby)
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Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 9.30am led by Rev Christopher
Wood-Archer
NUNTHORPE
Tuesday 11th December - Short Christmas Service before Coffee Morning10.00am
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm led by the Stewards
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 9.30am led by Rev Sue Greenwood
ORMESBY
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion 7.00pm at Normanby
STAINTON
Wednesday 19th December - Village Carol Service in Memorial Hall, 7.00pm
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 10.30am led by Rev Sue Greenwood

Puss in Boots Pantomime
Come and see our next Panto, ‘Puss In Boots’ at
Trinity Methodist Church Hall on Tuesday 8th to
Friday 11th January 2019 at 7.00pm and Saturday
12th January at 2.00pm and 6.30pm.
Tickets are priced at £8 adults, £5 child/concessions or family
ticket £24.
To book tickets go to https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
event/263192 or call Kimberley on 01642 350289.
ACTS have been performing pantos at Trinity since 2003 and have
raised substantial amounts since then for local charities. The
charities we are supporting this time are the Dept of
Neurosciences at James Cook, T.A.S.C. (Teesside Ability Support
Centre) and S.A.R.A (Saltburn Animal Rescue Association).
Come and have a good time and help us to support these very
worthwhile charities - you’ll be sorry if you miss it! Oh yes you
will!!
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News from the March Circuit Meeting 12.9.18
Welcome to
Rev Richard Andrew (Chair of District);
Rev Charity Hamilton (incoming Presbyter);
Rev Mike and Jo Harland who have moved back into this area.
The welcome service for Rev Charity Hamilton will be held on Epiphany Sunday,
6th January 2019, 6.00pm at Grove Hill church
Communications
Thanks to David Everett we now have a new circuit website address memc.uk GDPR
forms – due to some errors in completing the forms, initially, the production of the
circuit directory has been delayed and will now be available in January

Ormesby Church
The members of Ormesby Church after much prayerful discussion led by Rev C
Wood-Archer have reached the decision to cease to meet and this was fully
respected and supported by the Circuit meeting.
Synod Reps
The Senior Circuit Steward (or rep)
Keith Johnson - rep for Normanby/Eston Grange/Ormesby (Rev C Wood-Archer )
Dawn Harris - rep for Grove Hill/Trinity/Linthorpe (Rev C Hamilton) Ruth
Lewis - rep for Nunthorpe/Marton/Stainton (Rev Sue Greenwood)
Synod 2019
This will be hosted by our circuit on 27th April. The event will be based at Kings
Academy and planning is in progress. Julie O’Key and Pat Barrett are leading on this.
Sharing News
TFFC (Trinity Family Friendly Centre)
The Feast of Fun events at Easter and over the summer were very successful. There
was money left over which will be used to provide similar events at half term and
Christmas
Trinity Community Cafe up and running and is being well used.
Boogie Bounce – funding has been granted to support a trampoline exercise scheme
initially to target young girls/women who through disadvantage do not engage in
exercise.
Youth Club is up and running with numbers attending of between 45 and 60.
The Avenue Project continues to be very successful with the premises being used
every day of the week by 14 regular groups
Grave talk – about 20 people attended and benefitted from the session which was
held at Nunthorpe in a relaxed environment over tea and cake.
Appointments
Overseas Mission Secretary – Mrs Judith Bone Trustee
for Map (Social Justice rep) – Mr John Hinton
Safeguarding
A revised ‘Advance Module’ training programme is being implemented. This will
replace a previous training programme and is compulsory for Ministers, Local
Preachers, Worship Leaders and anyone else in positions of authority. Details will be
forwarded to churches re dates in due course.
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This Little Babe….
Despite the best efforts of John Lewis, M&S and their heart-tugging advertisements,
for many, Christmas does not actually start until you attend a Carol Service with its
familiar rituals, readings and … carols. Today we all appreciate their importance in
getting our message across but was it always like this in Methodism I wonder?
Certainly growing up in Wales without fail regularly attending an [admittedly]
Presbyterian chapel I have no memories of Christmas in chapel, or singing carols
there although we undoubtedly did. It was not a big thing. Indeed I recall my father
mentioning a discussion held by the elders about whether to have a Christmas tree in
chapel and it was voted out. It was, after all, pagan. I think they missed something
there, judging by all the trees I see in churches in our circuit!
No, what is indelibly marked on my heart and soul are the memories and sounds of
my school carol services, eight years of them. They were special. Your family couldn’t
just turn up. You had to personally ask the deputy head for an “Invitation Card”. The
card was white with elegant silver writing! There would be a “silver” collection during
the service, it said. Coppers weren’t good enough! It was held on two nights, the
mayor and local councillors, chains of office included, would come and make an
entrance just before it began into the reserved seats led there by our awe-inspiring
head mistress. I realise now that much of this exclusivity was in direct opposition to
the message of the Christmas incarnation! But this is just the canvas; memory’s
pictures are painted by the words and music which essentially stayed the same year
in year out. This repetition of the familiar is important and we do well to remember this
as we prepare our services over the Christmas period.
I got to eight [well sixteen] Carol Services because in those days I could sing, and
even in first year was part of the school choir. This is how the words of the repeated
readings resonate with me. Each year girls tried to give fresh meaning to the King
James Version through their reading with emphasis, volume and pauses. I can still
hear one girl reading “Comfort ye! Comfort ye!” with such feeling! When I was in
second year I was chosen to read Luke’s story of the shepherds and I always
remember my mother drilling me to pause only for the essential commas in Luke 2:16
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger. They were not, as she pointed out, all lying together in the manger! Over the
years too I heard various sixth formers reading John’s Prologue, until it came to be
my turn to interpret it afresh, as I do always today whenever I read it aloud.
Of course the music was wonderful. Mostly it was congregational carols with the
choir singing descants because it was a service where people like to come to sing
the carols themselves, especially the Welsh. We always opened with O Come O
Come Emmanuel and closed with Hark the Herald Angels Sing. I love them. Each
year the choir sang a few carols new to the congregation. Often they were from
Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols and we grew to love them too.
A favourite was: This little babe: you can hear a girls’ choir like ours, singing it on
youtube. www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTyIP7m8Btg We girls liked it because it was a
challenge keeping the speed and the three parts going. The words from Robert
Southwell, the sixteenth century Jesuit executed in 1595 by Elizabeth I are so
powerful, an antidote to the sentimentality of many carols. It works through the
juxtaposition of extreme opposites, the preposterous paradox of Christmas.
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“This little babe so few days old
Is come to rifle Satan’s fold”
The idea that a weak little baby can ransack “rifle” Hell is outrageous. This continues
in the contrast between the “quake” of hell, terrified by his presence, even though the
little baby himself is so “cold” in the stable he “do shake”. And so it goes on, a litany of
striking opposites. In the holy war between Heaven and Hell, supposed weaknesses
become weapons: “babish cries” are “battering shot” “weeping eyes” are “arrows” the
“shepherds” make his “muster”. The rush of competing images, notes and voices
mimics the confusions of war. Finally the voices in unison sing: “This little babe will be
thy guard” or could it be heard as “God”? Either works. “If thou wilt foil thy foes with
joy….” Joy a weapon? Yes Joy! “…then flit not from this heavenly boy…” is the
triumphant declaration. It’s a good message for Christmas.

I don’t expect you or I will sing This Little Babe over Christmas…it’s a bit tricky! Yet
as you dress your church Christmas trees, rehearse your readings, and choose wellloved carols for those perhaps making their annual pilgrimage to our churches over
Christmas; as well as giving them the comfort of the old and familiar, remember now
and again we can still “surprise” them, with the joy of new tunes and words, like
Britten’s and Southwell’s “Little Babe”.

Words of This little babe
This little Babe so few days old,
Is come to rifle Satan's fold;
All hell doth at his presence quake,
Though he himself for cold do shake;
For in this weak, unarmed wise,
The gates of hell he will surprise.
With tears he fights and wins the field,
His naked breast stands for a shield;
His battering shot are babish cries,
His arrows made of weeping eyes,
His martial ensigns cold and need,
And feeble flesh his warrior's steed.
His camp is pitched in a stall,
His bulwark but a broken wall;
The crib his trench, hay stalks his stakes,
Of shepherds he his muster makes;
And thus as sure his foe to wound,
The Angels' trumps alarum sound.
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My soul with Christ join thou in fight,
Stick to the tents that he hath dight;
Within his crib is surest ward,
This little Babe will be thy guard;
If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy,
Then flit not from the heavenly boy.
Robert Southwell 1595
Ruth Lewis

THE ANSWER SHEET!!

(From page 14)

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat
pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He
enjoyed it so much that he passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked
on this while fishing from his John-boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo.
Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it, she mentioned it in her weekly
newspaper column

Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews a cup
of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a
fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the
books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully from answers we get, we are forced to
admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research
has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in
seeing the books in these paragraphs. During a recent fundraising event, which features
this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phil-Lemonade booth set a new
The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 50 patrons who reported that this puzzle
was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "the
books are all right here in plain view, hidden from sight". Those able to find all of them
will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that
may help is that books Timothy and Samuel appear without their numbers. Also, keep
in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will
help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember,
there is no need for a mass exodus, there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking
somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found
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Reflections on New Year.
I am writing this on October 13th so the New Year is still quite a long way away.
However it is a reality, one year ends and do we wave it farewell with a sense of
sadness, or are we glad to see the back of it??
I look at 2018 as a year of mixed blessings, things I have done wrong, things I have
got right, it’s that usual mix. However as I write this I witness an amazing answer to
prayer, our lovely grandson Jack has just begun to walk independently something we
thought we would never see. We know he has a long way to go, but for now we are so
glad and thank God every day. So that’s something really special for 2018.

But how do I feel about New Year in general? I always preferred Christmas from
being a child, through to my own lads being little and now seeing Jack full of
excitement over the magic of Christmas.
New Year can be a little sad for some, but for us, it has been a time of being with
friends. At one time when our children were young, we would invite the Grove Hill
family to our house and have fun and games. I remember over forty people crammed
in to our modest room, but it used to be good. They would all go off to Watch Night
service and we would feel a sense of gladness at having that number of special friends.
Sue and I have had some good New Year’s eves, dancing, having meals with friends
and once being at Centre Parcs with our friends and all our children.

Now I guess I am old and boring and like a quiet night in with Sue. For us the real
pleasure is New Year’s day when we can go for a good brisk walk and feel the sense
of new beginnings, that’s always great and the best part of the New Year celebration.
When I was working, New Year was always such a dreary time, back to school bereft
of all the decorations. My morning walk would be in the dark with no friendly tree
lights sparkling in peoples’ windows.
So it can be a depressing time for some people who really feel that darkness. For me,
now, it is a fresh start. I do believe in trying to make plans for 2019 ways to change
my life style to a better pace, to have time occasionally to relax but also to continue to
do the things I love so much. I have started piano lessons and so the New Year is
about making sure I practice and get on top of those challenges, thank you Geoff for
your patience!!
As a Christian 2019 is another step on my pilgrim journey. Although I may worry
about becoming 70 in 2019 something I can’t quite believe, I go forward in faith. I
look at how God has been with me in the past, in the good times and in the bad times. I
look at how eventually prayer can be answered, maybe not as quickly as I would like,
but according to God’s will. I treasure family and friends, and for all the joy they bring
every year. So whatever the challenges, I hope I will have the faith and the confidence
to meet them all.

In my Church life I look forward to the start of a new chapter as Rev Charity comes
to us and shares in our Christian journey, I am sure bringing an exciting and
challenging ministry.
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So that’s my take on New Year, what do you feel about it? I pray that for everyone
who reads this, you will have a really great 2019 and that, like me, you will face it
with faith in a God who is the same, yesterday, today and for always.
Dave Elliott.

At Trinity Methodist Church
on March 9th 2019
an opportunity to share in a
training day with Puppet UK
For anyone working with children and families
this is a funfilled day to learn new skills and
develop puppet based worship. If you are
interested please contact Julie O'Key 01642
595760 or j_o_key@hotmail.com. More
information will be available in the new year.

CIRCUIT OFFICE
The Office will be closed from
12.00 noon on Friday 21st December
and
re-open on FRIDAY 4th January 2019 at
9.30am
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P R A Y E R
December 2nd On this first Sunday in
Advent we pray for guidance as we
try to understand the importance of
this season and it’s implication for our
faith. Pray for the Preachers’ meeting
this week. Pray for Rev Sue
Greenwood and Nunthorpe.
December 9th Pray today for all who
are seeking to be more committed to
their faith. Pray for Rev Christopher
Wood- Archer and Ormesby.
December 16th Pray for those who are
on the Circuit Leadership Team, bless
and guide them in their deliberations.
Pray for Rev Len Karn and Normanby.
December 23rd Pray for all Christians as
we celebrate in special services, in
carol singing and in the joyful events in
our own homes. Let us remember we
welcome again the Son of God
into our lives and our world. Pray for
Marton.
December 30th On this last Sunday of
2018, we look back and look forward.
We see in our lives God’s presence,
even when we have not been aware
he was with us, we pray for all we
hope for in 2019. Pray for Eston
Grange.
January 6th On this Epiphany Sunday
we pray we may learn more about
Jesus as he reveals himself to us. Pray
today for Rev Charity Hamilton as she
is welcomed to our Circuit, we rejoice
that she is finally able to begin her
ministry. We look forward to sharing our
Christian journey with her. We pray for
Grove Hill
January 13th On this day we pray for all
who are ill, in mind or body. Pray for
those who care for them at home or
in hospital. Pray for Rev Sarah
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D I A R Y
Ramsden and for her ministry amongst
the sick and dying and with the
bereaved.
January 20th We pray today for all
those meetings which take place in
our churches. Help us to be thankful for
our Church families. Pray for Elaine
at the Circuit Office and for the team
at the Linthorpe Road Resource
Centre and for Linthorpe Road
church.
January 27th We pray today for those
who welcome strangers and care for
those who feel they are outcast. Pray
for the work of MAP and for Ailsa
Adamson and her team. Pray for
Stainton.
February 3rd We pray today for the Live
at Home Scheme and for all who
help and those who benefit from the
friendly welcomes and social events.
Pray for the Avenue Team and all who
meet in that place.
February 10th We pray today for all
who are in training for Ordained
Ministry, and for those training to be
Local Preachers or Worship Leaders.
We pray especially for those who feel
the call, but are unsure of what to do.
Pray for Rev Martin Ramsden in his
teaching ministry. Pray for Trinity and
the Trinity project.
February 17th Pray today for all who
have places on the Circuit meeting
and for all, who hold office in our
Circuit. Pray for Rev Lawrence Law
and the Chinese Church.
February 24th Pray for the Darlington
District and for Rev Richard Andrew
the Chair of the District.

