MEMO
Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst

March TO
May 2019

ORMESBY METHODIST CHURCH
1957 - 2019
62 YEARS OF WITNESS TO THE COMMUNITY

1

As I write this Editorial, we have
just begun 2019 and I guess we
are
full of hope for a good New Year.
We met this morning to edit this
edition of ‘Memo’ and were a little
disappointed to see a lack of
articles
from the Churches. I wonder why
people are reluctant to send us
information? We all have
something important to say, it may
be about what your church has
done
or is going to do. It may be about
your own journey of faith, it may be
about books, or music, or films or
T.V. or other people, who have
inspired you, made you think.

If ‘Memo’ is to really be
‘Middlesbrough and Eston
Methodist Outburst’ then the
content is best coming from us all.

good people of Ormesby will find
new life in their new churches
where I am sure they will be made
so welcome. However they do need
our prayers at this time.
As a Circuit we celebrate the arrival
of Rev Charity we look forward to
the way she will lead us forward on
our faith journeys.
Lastly I think we are all aware of
just how hard Rev Sue has worked
in the last six months, with
pastoral
oversight for six churches and her
responsibilities as Super. I
personally have benefitted from
her
ministry, so on behalf of all the
Circuit, we say thank you to her.
We hope you enjoy ‘Memo’ with all
it has to offer and maybe next
edition your article will be here!
Thank you to all of you who have
contributed to this edition.

Anyway, pray about it and if you
feel inspired to write something,
then please do so and send it to
Elaine at the Circuit Office please.
We have decided to launch a new
feature! We are going to ask every
church to send us a pen portrait of
their activities, their hopes and
their
dreams! We will hopefully have
two in each edition, We have in
this edition an article about
Ormesby. I am sure our prayers
will
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO
Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road, Nunthorpe,
Middlesbrough TS7 0BS
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com
by 1st April 2019

Dear friends,

We are Easter People!
In these next few weeks, with the whole Church throughout the world, we will
celebrate the most amazing, grace filled events in history.

The passion, suffering and death of Jesus will focus our minds throughout Lent
and Holy Week on how, through Jesus' death on the cross, the power of evil and
death were defeated.
Then, with the dawning of Easter Day we join our voices with millions of other
Christians in the refrain:
Christ the Lord is Risen today, Hallelujah!'
Our faith is built on nothing less.
Using the words, 'Easter People,' reminds me of the events organized some
years ago by Rev Rob Frost, and the title has remained. Ever since that first
Easter Day, the followers of Jesus have witnessed his living presence in their
lives and we have been Easter People! So how do we know and live this risen
life?
● His resurrection means we receive new life and freedom.
● His resurrection means we have the good news of healing, the forgiveness of
sin and hope for the future.
● His resurrection means that those utterly bereft with grief, can know the
● assurance that death is not the end.
● His resurrection means that those of us experiencing the darkness of pain,
● failure or the disappointment of broken relationships or spirits, can know
● the comfort of his peace and the fresh start of his grace.
● His resurrection means we can be filled with the power and courage of his
● Spirit enabling us to serve the present age.
So as we celebrate Easter again this year, let's show that we are Easter People;
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not only on Easter Day but in our Worship week by week, in our service, day by
day. In our decision making, and in our conversations, in fact in every aspect of
our lives.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
With sincere Love,

Sue

Ormesby Methodist Church
Final Service on
Sunday 28th April at 6.00pm
**************
Trinity Methodist Church
Easter Offering Service (see p17)
Sunday 19th May at 6.00pm

Dates for your Diary

Tuesday12th March 2019 at
Trinity Methodist Church 7.00pm

30.3.19
March

10am

Elvet Methodist Church

Closing date 16th

1.4.19
March

10am

Cleadon Methodist Church

Closing date 18th

2.4.19
March

10am

The Pathway Middleton-in-Teesdale

Closing date 19th

2.4.19

1.30pm Lanchester Methodist Church

Bookings
undertaken

Closing date 19th

be made as there is essential pre reading to be
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REV CHARITY HAMILTON’S WELCOME SERVICE.
I am sure that there was a real sense of expectation around our Circuit
leading up to January 6th when we would have the joy of meeting Charity
and knowing she was going to be ministering to us. We were privileged to host
her welcome service at Grove Hill on that evening.
We had made sure we had put lots of chairs out in church and I think we
ended up with about 130 people present.
It was great to meet Charity’s friends who had travelled from all parts of the
country to be with her on that special evening. I have never seen so many
clergy and ‘dog collars’ in one place!
It was also encouraging to see so many people from our Circuit being there to
offer our support.
It really was a celebration of ministry, of ordained and lay, for we were
reminded that all of us have a ministry.
The hymns were from a variety of sources, some new, some well known but all
with a message. Our organist, Colin Bennison, did us proud providing the
music.

There was input from Rev Sue Greenwood who made us all feel very welcome
and put us in the right frame of mind for worship.
The address was given by the Chair of District, Rev Richard Andrew who
reminded us of our discipleship and of the example our churches should be
setting in ministry, in giving hope and guidance and helping people to
understand the teaching of Jesus at a deeper level than is sometimes the
case.
The Bishop of Whitby gave a greeting to Charity and this made us feel the
importance of our ecumenical relationships in our Circuit.
The service concluded with the spirited singing of ‘O thou who camest from
above’ with those important words ‘kindle a flame of sacred love on the
mean altar of my heart’. It was a ministry of love which was at the centre of
the evening’s celebrations.
After the service the generous gifts of food brought for the faith supper, were
much enjoyed by the gathering and lots of conversation and laughter
enabled people to feel they had been at a very special event.
I am sure we are going to be very blessed by Rev Charity’s ministry amongst
us and I am sure God will richly bless her in the days to come.
Dave Elliott
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Reflections of Ormesby Methodist Church
The opening of the Methodist Church in Ormesby was on May 18th 1957, it made a mark in
local history. To the best of local knowledge this was the first non-conformist church ever to
be erected in the ancient village. The old church is now used as a community hall, in which
many local groups meet each week. A new church was built at the rear and was opened on
September 20th 1975.

A few treasured memories
Marjorie Hodge, was our organist, she only started playing the organ at the age of 80. She
took over the running of the church. She was also the Church Council Secretary, just some
of her many talents, and was the life and soul of our church.
Thanks to all the other organist who have played over the years, Joyce Foxhall, Gertrude
Whittaker and Jack Sanderson. Also to Gillian Moore who plays the organ for us, after her
own service at Normanby, not knowing what to expect when she arrives. We will be ever
thankful to Gillian.
Dear Friend George Bolland, always first at church on Sunday mornings to open up to
prepare for morning service, even if snowing, wearing his ‘boot’.
Our last Steward Albert Hall, who had for many years, overseen maintenance work and
many changes. We give thanks to him for all of his service to Ormesby and in the Circuit. It
is with sadness we record his death and we continue to hold his family and friends in our
love and prayers.
Marjorie, George and Albert are among others sadly missed.
Plus a few hardy members who attend each Sunday, rain or shine.

Our recent Ministers
Rev. Paul Golightly - was well liked, and sadly missed. In addition to his many duties as
minister, Rev Paul took time to manage the large church garden. Thank you.
Rev. Huw Sperring - he was with us for a happy ten years, before moving to Gateshead. A
very friendly easy going and humble man who many took to their hearts. Thank you.
Rev Christopher Wood-Archer and Judith - our current minister, Christopher’s wonderful
sermons are very thought provoking. At this sad time, he is leading us through the closure
program, which is easy to follow, for which we are very grateful. Thank you.
Rev Sue Greenwood - Rev Sue and all the many lay preachers past and present who came
to our church Sunday by Sunday to pass on their messages to us. We are most grateful.
Thank you.

Groups and Clubs
Luncheon Club - A very successful get together once a month, for a very good meal and
companionship. Run by Judy Lawton and her loyal helpers. A big thank you. This group will
cease as the church closes.
Wives Group - The wives will relocate to other premises this year. It has a large following
and many speakers and others contribut to a successful group. Many thanks to Sylvia
Robinson and before her Dorothy McLelan, for all the organising they have undertaken.
Other Groups - Many other groups of all ages who use the building have been notified as to
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at last, time has overtaken us. It is with great sadness, but it is time to move on, hopefully to
join other Methodist Church families.
We leave remembering the words spoken at a Church Council Meeting, by our friend Stuart
Nimmo who said in the word of Jesus
where two or three are gathered ‘I will be there’ (and he was)
Our last service will be held on Sunday 28th April 2019 at 6.00pm as a Circuit Service and
everyone is welcome.
Brian Donoghue

On becoming me!
“If you ask me I could write a book” so the song goes, and when Dave Elliott asked me to
provide an article about ministerial reflections that was how I felt—no can do! So, here are
three snapshots and you shouldn't be surprised if you find yourself in the pictures.
The first I have called “The Group” the second is “A jigsaw” and lastly we have “The sky”.
A picture like one of those rolled up school photographs with about 600 scholars, I
struggle to see who’s on it, but of course, I recognise everyone! As a toddler from two
large miningfamilies I was carried across the border from Durham into North Yorkshire
just as the Second World War was starting, not my fault!
Normanby was our destination and my home for the next 20 years, or so. And Normanby
isat the centre of this group. There they stand, mam and dad with family, some visiting
fromDurham, close neighbours, school mates and a good number of chapel folk. The
figurers inwhite are cricketers from Normanby Hall on whose hallowed ground (I can smell
the grass) I played for most of my young years.
So it was chapel and cricket, rugby and running all over Eston Hills that framed my
growing life. If you look, you will see some special friends, many of them still around and
very dear to me. I loved the place and never ever wanted to leave Normanby.

But I did, because swiftly in the years that followed I found the good Lord moving me on,
although I didn’t know it. As a teenager I made a commitment to follow Jesus and to
serve him. With Cynthia Dale (now Womack) and older leaders I helped to establish a
Junior Guild and later, what became a thriving Youth Club. Then I joined the Grangetown
Mission Band. These were wonderful days. In 1957 I became a Local Preacher whilst
doing my National Service. Two years on I was accepted as a candidate for the Methodist
Ministry. I left Normanby.
Now the group swells with students and staff of Handsworth Theological College in
Birmingham. I am indebted to the Church because of the four years I spent there making
lasting friendships. The rest in the group are from the places and churches I served in my
active ministry. So there they are from Wolverhampton, Bilston, in the Midlands, from
Keightly in West Yorkshire and from Kirton Lindsey in Lincolnshire. Now you see
yourselves from Nunthorpe and Middlesbrough and there’s the canny folk from Crook who
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saw me into retirement here in Guisborough. What a picture!
In the throng, one face stands out, that of my wife Mary. Our life together was full of
love,
joy in our family and tenderness. Since her death just over seven years ago, I still find
her
close. We both knew Jesus as our Saviour. She was my minister.
1)
2)
3)
4)

I have been more ministered to, than ministering.
You can only minister truly, if you love.
We are all called to minister and serve.
I love the Methodist church and people

Part 2 - next quarter

PEN PORTRAIT OF GROVE HILL METHODIST CHURCH.
The church was established in 1923 as the area from which it takes its name
was developing. It has had some rebuilds, including the most recent
renovation completed in 2007.
We designate our church as a ‘Community Church’ and this is an essential
part of our ethos, in that we serve the people of the surrounding area and
share with them the love of Jesus.
It is a church which has a number of hard working and committed people,
many of whom are in their eighties, but they never slow down!!
Certain families are ‘new’ to the church; others have been there for many
years. We have our talented organist; Colin, who has played for seventy
years, most of those years at Grove Hill, and he is still there nearly every
Sunday!! It is good that we have newer families who have joined us. We were
delighted to welcome people from Avenue as they have brought their own
ideas along to the church. When Central closed many of their people came
to us and are now very well established in the church family, as we hope are
all who may come and join us and hopefully stay!!
In many ways we are an eclectic congregation, although we do have some
people who live in the local area.
So what does our programme of activities look like? We have a Toddlers
Group which meets on Mondays. We also have ‘Women’s Hour’ with speakers
and home grown entertainment.
On Tuesdays some of our people run the Food Bank, such an essential service.
They also provide a listening ear and cups of tea and coffee. Many of the
clients have commented on the warm welcome they receive when they
come to Grove Hill. Also on Tuesdays we have Brownies and Guides.
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On Wednesdays, the first in the month there is ‘Ladies Fellowship’ again with a
programme of speakers and some outings. We now host the Probation
service all day and although it is one of our ‘lettings’ we see it as part of our
mission and outreach, meeting a real need. We have had a number of
prayer requests from this group. The Bible Study group meets on Wednesday
mornings and learns about different themes. It is also a time of prayer.
Thursdays lunches at very reasonable prices are provided, along with our
people who are there to listen and to befriend those who may want someone
to talk to, as some of our diners live on their own and welcome the company.
The lunches used to be provided for many years by our own people. Now the
Catering students from Middlesbrough College, do the cooking and serving.
On Thursdays, the last in the month, we have a very lively Men’s Fellowship
which really is made up of members from Stainton, Linthorpe Road, Marton
and Normanby, St Peter’s church Stockton and Alnwick Sadly there wouldn’t
be enough men from Grove Hill any more to make it a worthwhile group.
Every Saturday morning there is a coffee morning, which attracts a faithful
group of people who come for company and a good chat!!
On Sundays we worship at 11am and also are very fortunate in having some
children and young people with us.

Like most churches we also hire our premises to bring in income, but we also
like to feel this is outreach. We never lock the church when groups are in
hoping that people may feel able to go in for quiet times.
So, as I write this, we are on the verge of a new chapter in the life of our
church as we welcome Rev Charity as our minister. I am sure we are in for
some new and exciting times.
Dave Elliott

The Editors
We have asked all the churches to do a pen portrait of their own
churches. Please look out for these in the coming issues.

As good as it gets
A shipwrecked man spent five years on a deserted island. One day he was
overjoyed to see a ship drop anchor in the bay. A dinghy approached, and a ship’s
officer handed the sailor ‘The Times’, ‘The Financial Times’ and ‘The Daily
Telegraph’. “The captain suggests,” said the officer, “that you read what’s going on
in the world before you decide if you wish to be rescued.”
The Parish Pump

9

Stand up! Stand up for Jesus H&P 721
Tune: Morning Light George Webb
When I was a teenager in school, the rule was that if a teacher or the head teacher came into the
classroom, you had to stop what you were doing and stand up. A great clattering would then be
heard as the flip backed wooden seats hit the back of the desk. When I taught in the 70s and the
beginning of the 80s this was still the practice, only now the mark of respect was accompanied by
a ghastly scraping of chairs on the floor, wooden desks having long been consigned to scrap or
hopefully recycling. All this stopped when a new head-teacher took over and announced that from
now on children should “get on with their work” if visited in their class rooms. When I was a girl
one rarely had classroom visitors but in the 80s and 90s there were frequently strangers looking
round for one reason or another and frankly if the custom hadn’t been stopped, learning would
have suffered, let alone good order.
When I was younger the experience of standing up to show respect coloured my understanding of
this hymn Stand up for Jesus with its jolly rousing tune, popular in school assemblies especially
boys’ public schools. You can find it in Hymns and Psalms but it did not make the cut into Singing
the Faith and one can see why. Reflecting Paul’s metaphor in Ephesians 6:14 “ Stand firm,
wearing the whole armour of God” the hymn’s language is unflinchingly militaristic with its soldiers,
banner, victory, loss, foes, armour, conflict, strife, battle and more. Written in America in 1858 it
was popular with both sides in the American Civil War, yet its author Presbyterian George Duffield
was inspired by a friend’s dying words: “ Tell my brethren of the ministry, whenever you meet
them, to stand up for Jesus.” That friend, called Tyng, had been expelled from his Episcopalian
community for speaking out against slavery and earlier that year had preached to 5000 men at a
YMCA meeting, apparently converting over a 1000 as he preached on Exodus 10:11 “ Go now ye
that are men and serve the Lord.” Because although Stand up for Jesus is a cracking hymn and
maybe was entirely apposite in the context of a civil war, in our day and age we tend to favour
Christ’s gospel of peace and love, prefer inter-faith dialogue and with a preponderance of elderly,
mainly women in our congregations such violent and vigorous imagery is entirely inappropriate.
Let alone the now politically incorrect exhortation to “Stand up” when we may well have disabled
people in our congregations!

However, “stand up” isn’t necessarily a literal instruction, it is an extended metaphor as is the
hymn and Paul’s description of the armour of God in the rest of that chapter of Ephesians. In the
America of that era slavery was an undoubted evil running counter to God’s Kingdom values.
Then they fought metaphorically with words and sadly, literally with lives. Today, though, there are
other evils we ought to “oppose” where “duty calls or danger”. Poverty and hunger exacerbated by
delays in Universal Credit Payments, leading to homelessness exacerbated by cuts to local
government, racism exacerbated by intemperate political discourse. These surely are the enemies
of God’s Kingdom and we are called to “fight” against them, standing our ground, standing up for
those affected, speaking out with Paul’s “belt of truth”. Plainly we are not just to be a stretcher
brigade or first-aiders simply picking up and treating the wounded; those who can, are to be
troops who “fight” and actively oppose policies which go against God’s Kingdom values. As well
as showing love in our outreach work and giving money to food banks and charities; using words,
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writing letters, signing petitions, marching in solidarity, challenging our politicians and leaders,
we have to stand up for Jesus, promoting social justice and love of our neighbours whoever they
are, speaking out against injustice like Old Testament prophets, like Duffield’s friend Tyng. This
is the work we should be getting on with even if we aren’t singing that hymn any more. It’s a
battle alright!
Ruth Lewis

Spring
The word Spring is of Old English origin. Astronomically the
season of Spring is the period from the vernal equinox to the
summer solstice around 21st March to 21st June.
Meteorologically spring begins on 1st March and ends on 31st
May. The seasons are split to coincide with the Gregorian calendar and the annual
temperature cycle. Spring is seen as a time of growth, renewal, of new life (both
plant and animal) being born and the term is also used as a metaphor for the start of
better times, as in the Prague Spring. In this country we have some long standing
traditions to welcome the coming of Spring. Around the world there are many
different, and strange, traditions and celebrations.
Las Fallas happens in Valencia, Spain during March to honour St.
Joseph. Giant puppets (fallas) made of paper, wood and wax are
built and often stuffed with fireworks. The festival officially begins
on March 1st at 2pm with a deafening firework show and
continues every day at the same time up to March 19th. In the
days between the streets are filled with music, decorations, firecrackers, and residents in traditional medieval clothing. On the
final day, a massive bonfire is built, the firework shows reach a
crescendo and all the fallas are set alight. It’s like a non-stop street party.
Japan's famous cherry blossoms form a spring spectacle that takes place from late
March to early May across the country. People keep an intense eye on the bloom
forecasts, and when the blossoms open, they hold parties (hanami) under the trees, a
tradition that has taken place for centuries.
In Bulgaria on March 1, people give each other woven red-and-white figures
(martenitsi) which they wear until they see the first buds or birds of spring. After this
their martenitsi are tied to trees in recognition of the coming of spring. The holiday
celebrates Baba Marta (“Granny March”), a woman whose smiling arrival heralds the
end of winter. In some versions of the story, the final snow of the season is Baba
Marta shaking out her feather bed amid her spring cleaning.
In a tradition from the 16th century, people in Poland celebrate the first day of spring
in a dramatic fashion. Called the drowning of the Marzanna, a large doll, usually
made of straw, is made to symbolize the cold, dreary winter. The dolls are then
paraded through the street as crowds make their way to a river or lake. The
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decorated dolls are then tossed into the water to symbolize the end of winter's wrath.

Holi, or the Festival of Colours, takes place in India and other countries with large
Hindu populations in late February or early March. Although the holiday is a widespread secular participation, it comes from Hindu myth, of the great faith that
sustained Prahlad, a follower of Lord Vishnu, when he was seized and burnt by Holika, a demoness. There are bonfires and parties the night before Holi and the next
day, crowds gather on the streets for a giant colour fight, throwing dyed powder and
water onto each other. This gives the chance to connect with other human beings and
let go of any past hardships.
Thousands congregate in Zenica, Bosnia, for the "Festival of Scrambled Eggs" every
March as spring begins. The focus is on the egg, a symbol of new life, as the new
season starts. Mass amounts of scrambled eggs are cooked in huge pots and then
handed out for free.
In mid-April, the three-day Songkran Water festival
marks the New Year in Thailand with a massive public water fight, meant to represent cleansing negative
influences. Although the traditional festival activity is
meant to be a gentle, respectful sprinkling of water
onto other people - a sign of respect and blessing
since the celebrations occur during the hottest
month of the year, revellers frequently douse each other in the streets.

Anne Smith

Bon mots

– in Hebrew this means separate – to separate the special from the
mundane. God at the Creation separated earth from sky and sea, night from
day
and at the end of six days hard work, gave the seventh day, the Sabbath for
rest.
is the Jewish prayer said at the end of each Sabbath to distinguish
the
change from religious to secular from the special to the reality.
‘Faith is the certainty of future glory’.
‘Humans are called to communion with God which we cannot achieve for
ourselves’.
‘Who seeks alone to save her soul may keep to the path but miss the gate. But
she
who walks by love, though she may wander far, yet God will bring her where the
blessed are.’
Vera Pearson
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Circuit Network Meetings
Nunthorpe
Speaker Mrs Ruth Taylor Bring/Buy Stall
No Afternoon meeting

Circuit Network Evening Event
at Marton.
Musical Entertainment from “St Cuthbert’s Singers and Ukulele Group”
followed
by a faith supper. There will be a Chocolate Tombola and a collection for this
year’s District Project (The Halo Project).

Circuit Easter Offering Service
This will be held at Trinity on Sunday evening
and is an open
in the Circuit to attend. The service will include the
service for
Dedication of the Easter Offering. Please come and give it your support.

MWiB Darlington District Events
Minsteracres Overnighter. Advance booking only.
A Day for Reflection entitled
led by
Mrs June Anderson at Trinity Methodist Church Middlesbrough. Coffee from
10am for 10.30 – 2.30pm. Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided.
Advance notice
at Danby Methodist Church at 2pm.
Spring Event on
Speaker Rev Alan Coates. Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall to follow.

Circuit Methodist Women in Britain (Network) Secretary
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My best surprise was the precious gift of ‘Singing the Faith’, the new to me, hymn
book of the Methodist Church. It made me think about all the other hymn books
that I had used to sing the faith in a variety of places and among different
congregations.
The first hymn book I owned was my Star Card, so named because it
incorporated records of one’s attendance (marked with a star) at the Salvation
Army Sunday School. There were two meetings each Sunday, so a possible
target of 104 to reach within the year and with such a total in view, the certainty of
being awarded a book prize at the next prize-giving day. The label inserted in the
front of the prize also mentioned that it was awarded for ‘Diligence and Good
Conduct’ (which was expected but debatable!) The books themselves also very
special and treasured, as there were so few of them during the war years, except
in public libraries. Moreover, if you kept your Star Card clean and could produce
it, still intact, you could also be awarded a 1p bar of chocolate! Sadly, I don’t have
a copy of any Star Card cum hymn book as they were replaced annually, but I can
still remember some of the hymns and choruses. What is it that the Jesuits
claim? “give us a child before he is 7 years old, and he will not depart from it”
My second hymn book was ‘Songs of Praise’, first published in 1925 (a bit before
my time) which I received as a gift from my sister Jennie in March 1944, and
which I used every day in morning assembly at my Primary School and then at
Grammar School (where incidentally my RE teacher was a Methodist) and then
through two colleges, twice daily. I then used it in morning assemblies throughout
my teaching years. So, you could say it was well used and rather ab-used as it
became a bit ink stained and battered and worn, but held together with Sellotape,
still useable and sing able, though many of them I know off by heart.
My third hymn book was The Song Book of the Salvation Army, given to me by
my mother on the occasion of me leaving home, for the first time, to travel to
London to begin studies at a college I had never seen and knowing I would not be
going home for the next four months. I used this hymn book each Sunday to
top-up my twice daily dose of Songs of Praise. The morning hymns and prayers
were held in the main assembly hall for the whole College and the evening
prayers always held in the private chapel of the Bishop of Rochester in whose
Palace we were resident. This, of necessity, was a much smaller meeting place
but quite inspiring in the number of years it had been already in use for private
prayers over the generations.
The fourth hymn book. was the old Methodist Hymn Book (with tunes) first
published in 1935. As it says in Ephesians 5:19 “Speaking to one another with
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your
heart to the Lord”. I still find them a source of inspiration and even when I don’t
know all the tunes, I can read them as poetry. I was once told that ‘a hymn sung
is a prayer prayed twice’
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I do not possess a ‘Hymns and Psalms’ copy so my next hymn book is a new
treasure – ‘Singing the Faith’. I can already see hymns that I do not know,
neither the words or the tunes (although some from the rhythm I can fit to known
tunes in my head and then sing them to myself) I do not know when I shall be
able to learn the rest of the tunes (as this particular book is not a present in
general use-age at my church)
But this is all due to a kind donor who gave me such joy and pleasure with her
surprise and welcome gift. Thank You
Vera Pearson

Puss in Boots Pantomime

This year’s pantomime was another roaring success – Oh yes it was!! The
scenery, sets, lights and music were effective and the cast full of enthusiasm.
The characters included three cats, a few mice and a donkey, royalty,
government officials and town folk. Last year’s baddy was this years’ fairy and
the dame had grown a beard! They were all resplendently dressed thanks to
Michelle and her helpers and brilliantly made up. As someone pointed out on
Facebook the performance also included the latest musical craze with the help
of some of the audience (Those of you with young relatives will know all about
Baby Shark)
The cast were very pleased with the amount of money raised after the main
performance week and the charity night in February. Most of the proceeds will
go to a number of local charities with some set aside to be used by ACTS to
facilitate further pantomimes.
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EASTER
Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for
our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen! We are redeemed! We can
look forward to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah!
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can
explain it to someone in a few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of
their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God.
Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover
moves around, and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the
Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it
lasts for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which
equates to late March or early April.
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to
come up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3
April, 33 AD, with Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars
continue to think these the most likely.
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first
full moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise
calculations are complicated and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical
full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The earliest
possible date for Easter in the West is 22 March, which last fell in 1818.
The latest is 25 April, which last happened in 1943.
Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s
name comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic
word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility
goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that the Saxons
worshipped her in ‘Eostur month’, but may have confused her with the
classical dawn goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean
‘shining in the east’. So, Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning month’
– a good time for starting up again after a long winter.
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of
birth in most European cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying
regularly again each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s
easy to see how decorating and eating them became a practical way to
celebrate Easter.
The Parish Pump
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But who do you say I am?
A teacher, a good man, a story teller
All of these things people will say,
A prophet who spoke of heavenly things
But upsetting the religious men of His day?
He healed so many, raised the dead
Easy to see how these tales would grow,
Walking on water, stilling the storm?
These are just stories of long ago!
He loved little children, was friend of the sinner,
So many kindnesses He would do,
And then He said He was one with the Father,
Delusions of grandeur, this could not be true.

Calming the storm
I was telling my children the story of
when Jesus and the disciples were in a
boat, crossing the Sea of Galilee, and
a storm came up and threatened to
sink them. I went on: ‘Meanwhile,
Jesus had fallen asleep in the stern. So,
the disciples, scared of drowning, went
back and woke Jesus, hoping He could
save them. Then Jesus woke up and
said, “Be quiet…”’
To which my son interjected, ‘because
I’M TRYING TO SLEEP!’

He said He would die and rise again,
He said He had come to seek the lost,
He’d come from the Glory and was going home,
This sounds like a mad man – or else He is God!
By Megan Carter

Too late
When I asked my friend if she was planning to
attend church, she just shook her head. "I
haven’t gone in a long time," she said. "Besides,
it’s too late for me. I’ve probably already
broken all seven commandments."

Stories
As part of his talk at a banquet, our minister
told
some jokes and a few funny stories. Since he
planned to use the same anecdotes at a
meeting
the next day, he asked reporters covering the
event not to include them in their articles.

Don’t forget to
put your clocks
forward one
hour.

Reading the paper the following morning, he
noticed that one well-meaning cub reporter
had ended his story on the banquet with the
observation "The minister told a number of
stories that cannot be published."
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EASTER EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT
(not on the Plan)
Eston Grange
Good Friday Meditation Service at 6.00pm
Marton
Thursday 18th April - Sectional Maundy Thursday Service at
Marton
at 7.30pm
Easter Sunday breakfast at 8.30am (names to Pat Martin 01642
315920)
Friday 19th April - Good Friday Walk of Witness from Marton Shops
at 9.30am to Marton Methodist Church for the Good Friday
Sectional
Service at 10.00am
Normanby
Good Friday Service at 10.30am
Nunthorpe
Thursday 18th April - Maundy Thursday Sectional Service at Marton
at 7.30pm
Friday 19th April - Good Friday Walk of Witness from Marton Shops
at 9.30am to Marton for the Good Friday Service at 10.00am
Friday 19th April - Church Walk weather permitting.
Stainton
Thursday 18th April - Maundy Thursday Sectional Service at
Marton
at 7.30pm
Friday 19th April - Good Friday Walk of Witness from Marton Shops
at 9.30am to Marton for Sectional Service at 10.00am
Trinity
Reflective Services during Holy week - 6.00pm Monday to Thursday
led by the Worship Leaders
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This will be held on
at Trinity
Methodist Church at
. The service is prepared
by Methodist Women in Britain on behalf of the
World Mission Fund. In this act of worship, we shall dedicate our Easter
offering and hear stories of how the World Mission Fund supports God’s
mission in different parts of the world.

WESLEY DAY - MAY 24th
I hope this date is important enough to be remembered
within our Methodist Churches.
It was on May 24th 1738 that John Wesley went to an open
air meeting and heard the preacher and felt the power of
the Holy Spirit. He said he felt his heart warmed and he really believed Jesus died for him.
It was the start of a great faith revival coupled to passionate social action.
It was the start of our Methodism, so it may be worth just pausing on Friday
May 24th this year, to give thanks for the Wesley brothers and to seek our
own reassurance of God’s saving love.

NUNTHORPE METHODIST CHURCH

Dalesman Singers
Saturday 13th April 2019 at 7.30pm
Tickets £7.00 including supper
A wonderful evening of entertainment is promised
with this excellent choir.
Tickets available from Church Stewards
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This edition of ‘Memo’ reaches in to the traditional holiday months
although many people now holiday at all times of the year.
Holiday had its origin in the word ‘Holy Day’ a day set aside for
religious observance. At one time many people only had one day
off each week and in some cases not even that. Many would go to
church on their ‘holy day’ and no other activities were allowed. In
some cases, the bosses would observe which of their workers
attended church and there would be trouble in store for those who
didn’t attend.
It was part of social and industrial reform, which eventually
recognised that people had a need for a holiday, to have a rest
away from work. Weekends were eventually established and the
week’s holiday became part of a worker’s entitlement.
With better travel people were able to go to places they had never
had time or the means to visit before. Seaside holidays for the
ordinary working family were becoming established with the
growth of places like Scarborough and Whitby for the industrial
cities and towns.
Many of the early Methodists were involved in social reform
recognising that people had a right to a better life and chance to
have quality time away from work and to be with their families.
Methodist Guild holidays provided Christian fellowship and fun.
So as we look at our holidays, many of you will have travelled
widely and experienced different cultures and wonderful places.
However do you look back on certain holidays as special? Was
that because of where you went, or was it because of the people
you were with on your holiday?
I have done talks on holidays, not to just talk about my holidays, but
to give people chance to look back on those special memories.
Many remember their childhood holidays with people sadly no
longer with them. They speak about holidays with their own
children; chance to be together for those few precious days.
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I think that we pensioners are very fortunate in the holiday
opportunities afforded to many of us, and again maybe it is the
people we are with who make the holiday what it is as far as our
experiences are concerned.
So are you booked up for this year? We need to remember that
God created us to be his people, to enjoy and look after his world to
learn to love and care for those around us. In many ways that’s what
many holidays allow us to do.
In the Ten Commandments it clearly states that one day each week
should be ‘set aside’
Sadly today for many people there is no special day, there seems to
be little need for people to be quiet to be with their families, even to
go to church!! Society changes and yes the holiday business is very
big!! I often used to feel sad that many children I taught had been
to the Spanish resorts, but had never been to the North Yorkshire
moors, as it seemed there was the fortnight holiday and that was it.
Let us enjoy our holidays and be grateful for the memories and for
the special experiences they have provided for us. But let us also
remember that in our Covenant service, we ask God to bless our
times of being active and also of being ‘laid down’ so we see the
value of rest and of recreation.
Happy holidays!!
Dave Elliott

Marton Methodist Church are holding their
Annual Charity Coffee Morning
The proceeds will go to Priory Woods School and Art College
There will be a variety of stalls.
All are welcome.
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May Day – unbridled merriment
May is the month when the ancient pagans used to get up to ‘all sorts’! The
Romans held their festival to honour the mother-goddess Maia, goddess of
nature and growth. (May is named after her.) The early Celts celebrated the
feast of Beltane, in honour of the sun god, Beli.
For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the people went mad in May. After the hardship
of winter, and hunger of early Spring, May was a time of indulgence and
unbridled merriment. One Philip Stubbes, writing in 1583, was scandalised: ‘for
what kissing and bussing, what smooching and slabbering one of another, is not
practised?’
Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many occasions. Then folk
would stay out all night in the dark rain-warm thickets and
return in the morning for dancing on the green around the
May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening
bonfires.
The Protestant reformers took a strong stand against May
Day, and in 1644 May Day was abolished. Many May poles
came down, only to go up again at the Restoration, when
the first May Day of King Charles’s reign was ‘the happiest
Mayday that hath been many a year in England’, according
to Pepys.
May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of a young Queen of
the May decorated with garlands and streamers and flowers, a May Pole to
weave, Morris dancing, and the intricacies of well dressing at Tissington in
Derbyshire.
May Day is a medley of natural themes such as sunrise, the advent of summer,
growth in nature, and since 1833 Robert Owen’s vision of a millennium in the
future, beginning on May Day, when there would be no more poverty, injustice or
cruelty, but harmony and friendship. This is why, in modern times, May Day has
become Labour Day, which honours the dignity of workers. And until recently, in
communist countries May Day processions were in honour of the achievement of
Marxism.
There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but nevertheless there is
the well-known 6.00am service on the top of Magdalen Tower at Oxford where a
choir sings in the dawn of May Day.
An old May carol includes the lines:
The life of man is but a span, it flourishes like a flower
We are here today, and gone tomorrow – we are dead within an hour.
There is something of a sadness about it, both in words and tune, as there is
about all purely sensuous joy. For May Day is not Easter, and the joys it
represents have always been earth-bound and fleeting.
The Parish Pump
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P R A Y E R
March 3rd We pray today for our
Circuit and for all who are members of
the Leadership Team that they may
be guided in their deliberations by the
presence of the Holy Spirit. Pray for
Rev Sue Greenwood and for
Nunthorpe.
March 10th We pray today for all
church meetings, those making
important decisions about church life
and those bringing people together
for fellowship. Pray for Rev
Christopher Wood Archer and for the
church family at Ormesby as they
face the sadness of closing their
church.
March 17th We pray today for our
Local Preachers and our Worship
Leaders who lead us week by week in
our worship and learning. We pray for
the Preachers’ meeting being held
tomorrow. Pray for Rev Charity
Hamilton that she may be richly
blessed in her ministry here. Pray for
Grove Hill.
March 24th We pray today for all who
are unwell in body, mind or spirit and
for those who care for them. Pray for
Rev Sarah Ramsden and her ministry
at the Hospice.
March 31st On this Mothering Sunday
we pray for all mothers, especially
those who are special to us, and those
no longer with us. We pray for new
mums and for family life. Pray for Rev
Len Karn and for Linthorpe Road.
April 7th We pray today for all who
serve God in the Voluntary sector,
who witness to faith in caring and
supporting. Pray for MAP and for Alisa
and her team. Pray for Normanby.
April 14th On this Palm Sunday we
remember how Jesus rode in to
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D I A R Y
Jerusalem to face his enemies. Pray
for the community outreach of all our
churches and especially for Trinity and
for Sharon Sewell and the Trinity Family
Friendly Centre. Bless all our Holy
Week services, those who attend and
those who lead the worship.
April 21st On this Easter Day we
worship Jesus risen from the dead,
having assured us of victory over
death and eternal life. We pray our
worship may truly show our joy and
excitement on this Holy Day. Pray for
Eston Grange.
April 28th We pray today for all who
are training for the Ordained Ministry
and for those who may feel called to
be Worship Leaders, Local Preachers
or offering for full time Ministry. Pray for
the Avenue Community Project.
May 5th Pray today for those who are
old and feel neglected, those who
are house bound and lonely. Pray for
the ‘Live at Home Project’ and for
Marton
May 12th Pray today for young people
studying for important exams and for
those who support them, in school,
college, church and at home. Pray for
Elaine at the Circuit Office and for the
Team at the Linthorpe Road Resource
Centre. Pray for Stainton
May 19th Pray today for Rev Laurence
Law and the Chinese church in our
Circuit and the Durham Circuit and for
those preachers in the Chinese
churches.
May 26th Pray this week that we may
understand the meaning of Ascension
to our faith as we celebrate this event
on Thursday. Pray today for Rev
Richard Andrew, Chair of the
Darlington District.

