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NOAH’S GARDEN AT NUNTHORPE see page 6

“And what ever things you ask in prayer,
believing, you will receive”
Matthew 21:22
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I‘ve just been looking through
‘Chambers Book of Days’ and find
that the months of June – August
are sandwiched between chapters
about Summer and Autumn. It
sounds a bit like my life – days of
the week sandwiched by the
weekend. Sometimes the
sandwich is on the thin side and at
other times it’s way too full. It can
be difficult to find the right
balance and very easy to put
things off until later.

Bede circuit but we will not forget
the depth of Huw’s pastoral care
or his touch with many baptisms.
I’m sure you will find things to do
and events to go to, time to spend
with family and friends and help in
sharing the love of God. Through
His grace, you may be moved to
write an article for the next
edition. All items will be gratefully
received. Whatever happens in
the next few months be certain
that God will be in that sandwich
of our lives and
hopefully make and keep us
spiritually full.

Hopefully you can take a little
time to relax with a cuppa and
enjoy reading Memo. There are
articles from our regular
Best wishes for a blessed summer,
contributors, another church
history story, news about
forthcoming events and something Anne Smith
to chuckle over. We can look
on behalf of Elaine and Dave
forward with anticipation to see
(the Communications team)
how Feast of Fun touches families
during the summer holidays as an
DEADLINE FOR NEXT
alternative to More than Gold.
EDITION OF MEMO
There will be preparations for
Please send all contributions to the
those moving on to pastures new
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
no doubt tinged with sadness,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
while at the same time a sense of
Connaught Road,
anticipation for things new. It will Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough TS7 0BP
be sad to see Huw and the family
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com
by 3rd July
move to the
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The Superintendent’s Letter
'Dig for Victory'
Dear friends,
Following our Circuit Leadership Team 'Away Day' and a conversation with
one of the Leadership Team a few days later, I began to look in more depth at
one of Jesus' parables.
The Bible passage I'm referring to is Matthew 25:14-30.
"The Parable of the Talents".
Most of us have heard it many times, and it's as relevant and challenging now
as it ever was. Well, it's certainly been challenging me! Let me try to explain
why, and I hope you will see the challenges it gives us all as a Circuit.
May I remind you that the owner of some property was going off on an
extended trip, as Eugene Peterson says in The Message. He called his
servants/stewards together and delegated responsibilities according to their
abilities. To the first 5,000 talents, 2,000 to another and to the third 1,000
talents.
We have to remember the term "talent" was first used for a unit of weight
rather than coinage. It is only relatively recently that "talent" was used to
indicate an ability or gift and more recent still that it was used in regard to a
TV contest with Simon Cowell!
To continue with Jesus' story, the people with the heavier responsibilities
worked hard and doubled what they had been given; the master knew they
would! He still does - the busiest people are always the ones who say, 'yes'
when more help is needed!
The one who had been given the lightest responsibility went and dug a hole
and buried what his master had given him carefully in the ground; not even
gaining today's interest rates. . .

Now, here's where I start to look at Jesus' story with a Superintendent's eyes.
If this parable is more about the weight of responding to the responsibilities
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God gives each of us - maybe we need to check we really are using what he
has given us to look after - are we being truly faithful stewards, with what is
actually all his?
It makes me ask questions about whether we are using all our 'talents'
efficiently or if some of them are being buried in the ground, thereby
affording them little or no potential.
Let me give you an example. During the Listening process, which was
carried out throughout the Circuit a few months ago, we tried to ascertain
what members and friends in our churches decided was most important.
Almost every church said work with Young People was something they really
considered was of paramount importance. But we know we cannot afford to
raise the Assessment high enough to employ the worker we really need to
move this essential work
forward. That's a fact! But, I come back to
those talents, or should I call them weighty resources we do have.
Are we in danger of being too much like the servant/steward with the 1,000
talents who dug a hole and buried them? What do we have that, at the
moment is hidden in the ground? I wonder if you would like to join me
throughout the summer months in praying for God's Spirit to guide and
direct us in taking up the challenge of finding a solution. Perhaps we will
need to start digging if we want the Kingdom to continue to grow!
I am now on Sabbatical, but that means I shall have more
time to think and pray. . . and maybe even find a spade!!
May God Bless each one of you.

With Love, Sue

Circuit Services
Avenue Methodist Church
Sunday June 25th at 6pm
Songs of Praise with a welsh
flavour' in Rev Huw's honour.
************
Normanby Methodist Church
Sunday 30th July at 6.00pm Farewell to Rev
Huw
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PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON A MINISTER
For the last 10 years I have been privileged to be 'ministered unto' by
Rev Huw Sperring. A gentle leader and dedicated pastor, not only to the
members of the Churches he has led in this section but to the community
in general. If anyone was in trouble, bereaved and hurt, he would be there
with comfort and reassurance whether you were Methodist, Anglican or
Roman Catholic. (as long as he was informed of their need!)
I will treasure memories of the twinkle in his eyes, the laughter when he
told his jokes in the' Any Good News' section he always had during his
services, his gentle reflective sermons, and his humility and patience with
the members of his churches.
I'll remember his good natured response when several of the ministers
were on Sabbatical or holiday all at the same time, and he was left in
charge of all 9 churches -( oh dear, it's happening again! ) I will miss his
musical ability on the piano: his support of the Fresh Expressions group.
His baptisms, ('in the words of the immortal Bruce Forsyth, didn't he/she
do well!') and his conduct of funerals were always well received.
On behalf of the members and friends of Normanby Church I thank Huw
for his ministry to us, and wish him, Hilary, Lucy, Harrison and Elle the very
best of wishes as they move up north. God bless and strengthen you in
your further ministry Huw.

Celia Shires
Celia’s words express what the Circuit feels about
Huw’s Ministry, and we send him our love and best
wishes for this future.

Morning Prayer
Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in the world.
There are those who wake up in the morning and say, ‘Good morning,
Lord,’ and there are those who wake up in the morning and say, ‘Good
Lord, it's morning.’
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Nunthorpe Methodist Church Garden Project
We are delighted to announce that our project to re-design a rear garden at
church is completed. The project was launched in September 2014 without the
certainty of a completion date.
The garden needed some re-development and we took the opportunity to create
something new which we hope will support us in our work with families and the
wider community. We started with the children and asked them to make plans and
draw diagrams as to how we might make this a more useful and enjoyable space to
play. The church is used by a number of Brownie and Guide packs and this should
give added interest to their meetings.

The scheme was led by a team of four people but there has been support from
many members in terms of giving of time and funds. We have received donations
from charities notably from The Brunton Trust and then latterly the Parish Council.
Our fund raising efforts have been well supported and we definitely had a few
favourites. Our version of “Bake off” which concentrated on hot desserts and
puddings was well attended and greatly enjoyed. A number of the children
brought some imaginative offerings. Domino Drives were very popular and a
“Genteel Valentine’s Day Tea” with musical accompaniment was also a big
success.
Although such schemes and projects are demanding on time, skills, commitment
and financial giving from members and the wider church family it was with a huge
sense of achievement that the ribbon was cut on Easter Sunday to declare the
garden open.
The garden has been named “Noah’s Garden” by our own Sue Greenwood and
note in the photos that the climbing frame has a boat element to it.
In the summer we will have some activities arranged for children and we have
offered to host a group of children from the “Feast for Fun” project which
supports families in Middlesbrough with holiday activities and a meal at
lunchtime.
Our Coffee Mornings on a Tuesday have always had an invitation to parents and
children and we will advertise the garden as an extra attraction, and that the
garden and its facilities can be hired for children’s parties.
We are now taking time to plan a Parent and Toddler group to start in September.
This is a new venture and gives us new possibilities for outreach to younger
families. How these will manifest themselves we don’t know yet but that is the
path of faith. It is too early to tell what will develop but we continue to pray for
new growth.

Julie O’Key
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Following on from Ailsa’s article in the last Memo I am
pleased to say that MAP is now well settled into our new
office adjacent to the café on the ground floor of
Linthorpe Road Church and Resource Centre. Following a
few alterations this has made an ideal area for the
administration of our project and so pleasant for our
clients to come to see us throughout the week. The
Ariadne Hub is going well and we have also been able to include sessions on health,
and a barber has also offered his services. The funding through this project has
enabled us to appoint Hamid Reza as Ariadne Welcome Co-ordinator. Hamid
is an Iranian gentleman who was granted leave to remain in 2016.He will also assist Ailsa at our other sessions where his language skills will be most useful.
Our treasurer Brian Dummigan has retired and we thank him for his dedication over
the last six years. We are pleased that Brian has agreed to remain as a trustee. Brian
Glover has taken over this post and we look forward to working with him in the
future. Along with Brian Glover we also welcome as new trustees John Hinman and
Reg Bellerby who bring a variety of skills to our board.
Our website mapmiddlesbrough.com was launched in April giving more extensive
details of our work with opportunities to volunteer and donate. We are of course still
able to be found on the Circuit website and through links to other agencies working
with asylum-seekers
A copy of our annual report was given to all churches at the last Circuit meeting
with further details and articles about the work which I hope you have had an
opportunity to read.
I thank you for your continued generosity and support enabling all at MAP to
continue to improve life for our asylum- seekers in Middlesbrough and at our
Tuesday drop-in in Redcar & Cleveland as they go through the difficult steps
before hopefully being granted leave to remain.
Pat Martin
Chair MAP Trustees

Normanby’s Easter Coffee Morning
held on 1st April 2017
This event was well supported with a packed
Church. In addition to the usual Cake stall, Books,
Busy Fingers Stall and Raffle there was a
decorated Easter Egg Competition and
Rev Huw Sperring was the judge.
This included ‘The Jump’ ‘Jungle Fun’ ‘Oh I do like to be beside the seaside’
and others. The photograph shows some of the imaginative entrants.
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THE JONAS CENTRE,
REDMIRE
Nestling in the heart of Wensleydale the
Centre has 12 log cabins in an secluded,
enclosed area with an animal enclosure,
play area with swings, laundry, office area
and a meeting area and kitchen. This is a
Christian charity opened in 1996 to provide
accommodation for individuals,
families or groups in a peaceful setting looking out across the river Ure to
West Whitton. Nearby Redmire has a church and pub but no shop.
Each log cabin has 2 bedrooms (1 with 2 single beds and the other with 1
single bed with bunk beds), dining area with cooker, microwave, toaster,
kettle etc. and a bathroom. Very clean and pleasant.
On Monday 20th February thirty-one people from Trinity (T.F.F.C.) arrived at
this wonderful place for 4 days of fun, friendship and fellowship. On arrival
time was spent exploring the site, and preparation for crafty things to go in
their bags and scrap books. Amazement at the beauty of its surrounding (great
for our 12-year old resident photographer who compiled a computer
projection each night). What a talent, what a star. Two ladies did all the
cooking – breakfast, elevenses, lunch, three o’clockses!! and a cooked dinner
– great cooks – shown by very little wastage. Very hard work but well done.
On Tuesday we were visited by Deacon Joy from Catterick Garrison, Miss
McNab who organized an Egg hunt and ‘Whinney Banks Olympics’. Even a
young lady over 60 years was seen scrambling under the net. A Bible story
was told each night before 20 children and 11 exhausted leaders left for their
cabins.
Wednesday was walk day and we had a nice stroll through fields and lanes to
Redmire Force. An assortment of attire was worn, large wigs, shorts, haversacks carrying a packed lunch and footwear ranging from flowered wellies,
boots and one young lad wearing shoes that hadn’t been fastened and
apparently no backs in them – he did lose one in the mud, but it was
recovered. We had great fun throwing stones in a flooded river, jumping in
puddles and going through muddy stiles where our photographer got stuck in
the mud helping others across a stream. Walking up a muddy slope to a very
narrow stile tested some of the lady leaders.
On Thursday there was the visit to a Chocolate Factory at Leyburn. During
the morning the young people did more work on their scrap book and other
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tasks they had been set. After lunch the groups were transported by three cars
to the chocolate factory and returned with bags of goodies for mams, dads
and siblings.
In the evening it was planned to have a bonfire and some star gazing (at the
Jonas Centre there are no street lights so dark means black) but as the weather
was inclement, it poured down with a very strong wind, we had hot dogs, beef
burgers, sausages and baked potatoes in the dining room. This was followed
by a session where ALL laid on the floor, gazed up at the ceiling instead of
stars and listened to our ‘evening story’.
Friday after breakfast and cleaning the cabins, the children, leaders, and
equipment were forced in to the bus for the return journey while the cooks,
and others cleaned the kitchen and dining area, packed remaining unused
food to return to Trinity.
What are those special memories?
At each meal everybody singing grace and meaning it.
20 young people and 11 not so young really enjoying life together – all
growing in a special way over the 4 days.
A 6-year old on the walk jumping in every puddle she could find with a
wonderful smile that never left her face.
Leaders enjoying the beauty of the area and just being together.
A visit from Doris – she shook trees and whistled round cabins but didn’t
bring the 4 inches of snow promised.
A comment overheard after a young lady had walked through a field of
sheep – ‘’I don’t like the country – it’s smelly and dirty!’’
One of our leaders wearing a sweatshirt proclaiming ‘’Jesus is my Saviour not my religion’’.
Extremely hard work but really worthwhile.
Bill Reeve

Bill received a book of patterns/templates for
making wooden items as a birthday present. It didn’t
take long before he retreated to the garage and, with
inspiration from the illustrations and his talent at
working with wood, started producing a number of
beautiful, intricate items.
This lovely cross was gifted to the Jonas Centre at
the end of our stay, and they in turn posted it on
their Facebook page
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The Astronaut Effect.
Some years ago a young American college student
saw a film about one of the early space flights. He
described the effect the film had on him saying, “I
wanted to experience the
camaraderie between the original seven astronauts, how they were good
friends, how they stuck up for each other, how they would never let each other
down. I wanted to be part of an organisation like that.” So powerful was the
effect that he determined to do all he could to become an astronaut himself.
Some years later, after much dedication, hard work and persistence
he was accepted for astronaut training. Thirteen years after that he was on
space shuttle Atlantis performing one of the early space walks.
But it was his first reaction to the camaraderie of that early group of
astronauts that caught my imagination. “I want to be part of an
organisation like that.”
It found an echo in my thinking around the experiences of the Jesus
story – tellers. We are introduced to a lot of individuals in the account of
Jesus’ life and after. But what strikes me is that most of them operated from
within small supportive groups. Among them were the early transmitters of
the Jesus stories, who did so in response to the encouragement and interest
of their own small groups.
The author of Luke’s account, writing fifty years after the events, was
fascinated by the life of these groups, painting a glowing picture of how much
they enjoyed each other’s company. Not only wanting to share each other’s
hospitality, but some generously selling property in order to share the
proceeds with the needy within the groups. (1) One of their number was
singled out and renamed as ‘The Great Encourager’ (Barnabus). So important
was his contribution to the camaraderie of the group. (2) Yet Luke balances
this image with a severe cautionary tale, in which he stresses how seriously
the groups regarded any breach of trust, honesty and openness. (3) He tells of
a married couple, wanting to look good and win approval for their generosity,
joining others in selling some land. But then, keeping some of the proceeds
for themselves, whilst giving the impression they were handing it all over to
support the group. When faced with the group’s disapproval, they were so
appalled by the enormity of how others felt about what they had done, that
they both collapsed and died. These are impressions that had been circulating
for fifty years, mainly in a Jewish setting, before they came to Luke’s
attention.

Paul, on the other hand, was actively involved in creating groups over a
wide, non-Jewish, area around the Mediterranean world, some years after
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those described by Luke. As he travelled round he kept in touch with these
groups by letter. So we have an ‘on the spot’ record of what group life was
like. We need to remember that of his surviving letters most were meant to be
read out to the various groups in the localities he wrote to.
As in Luke’s descriptions Paul describes not only some very attractive,
supportive groups, but also a minority that were being torn apart by
individuals with distorted attitudes. (4) The integrity of the groups seems of
paramount importance to Paul. He spends a lot of time and energy
encouraging them to develop and nurture the cohesion of their groups. He
stressed the centrality of sharing meals, being open and welcoming, sensitive
and respectful. Listening to one another patiently and only speaking one at a
time. He encouraged them to pull together, side by side in telling the story and
in facing opposition. One of his key expressions is ‘encourage one another.’
Even the difficult letter to the fractious few in Corinth, ends in warm
commendations of group members there who have been so welcoming and
supportive. (5) If you read the final paragraphs of most of his letters you will
find frequent expressions of encouragement and appreciation of individuals,
couples and households who have demonstrated the acceptance and
hospitality that is the hall-mark of their joint enterprise. Like the modern team
of astronauts, they were on a mission. Their joint task was to
demonstrate the effectiveness of a new community energised by the loving
influence of Jesus.
Over the years many have responded to the appeal of such groups by saying
with the young student, ‘I want to be part of an organisation like that.” That
was my response over sixty years ago. In the years between I have been
privileged to belong to a variety of small groups that have sustained and
encouraged me.
I still am.

(1) Acts 2 v 43-47
(2) Acts 4 v 36-37 (3) Acts 5 v 1-11
(4) 1 Corinthians 1 v 10-12 (5) 1 Corinthians 16 v 13-20.

Len Karn

Twitter
A man walked into a church and approached the minister.
“I need help. I think I’m addicted to Twitter.” The minister
looked at him and said gently, “I’m so sorry, I don’t follow
you."
11

Marton Methodist Church
History since 1842
As Marton celebrates it’s 175th Anniversary this year,
we look back at the churches' history
Marton Methodist Church is one of the oldest remaining Methodist
Churches in Middlesbrough. The first services thought to be at least as early
as 1839, were actually held in the front room of the village inn, the old
Rudd’s Arms, kept by Mr. William Atkinson. Willy and an old woman
known locally as “Old Mary”, were the first two Methodists in the village.

The First Chapel
The first chapel was built in 1842 with seating for a congregation of 50
people. The Trustees for the Chapel were granted a 1000 year lease for the
land by Mr. John Mewburn of West Rounton on the 8th February 1843 with
an annual rent of 1s.
From the lease document we see that the original Marton Trustees in 1842
were:
Thomas Marley – Tailor and Draper
Henry Bland - Slater
John Graham – Shoemaker
Robert George Jackson – Block and Mast-maker
John Smith – Grocer
John Shemelds Taylor – Tallow Chandler
James Bamborough – Farmer
Robert Featherstone Jr – Farmer
Thomas Moon – Farmer
George Weatherell – Shoemaker
William Atkinson - Farmer
In 1888 when it was already recognised that the Chapel needed renovation,
earth was removed from the sides & back of the building to improve the
access but this caused the walls to give way! The church would have to be
re-built! A further lease for a strip of land around the original site was
granted by the Bolckow Trustees for 953 years at an annual rent of 1s 6d.

The Second Chapel
The foundation stone of the second chapel was laid by Sir Raylton Dixon of
12

Gunnergate Hall on 11th June 1890 and a budget
of £150 was set for the rebuilding work.
While the chapel was being built, services were
held in the waiting room of Ormesby (now
Marton) Railway Station.
The second chapel was opened in August 1890. It
measured about 22 ft. square with seating for 60 people but still had no vestry
or toilets!.
As part of the opening celebrations, it was decided that a tea should be held either in the Day School at the corner of The Grove (now a Nursery), or if not
available, in the Granary near Gunnergate, the Blacksmiths shop, or in a tent
in the ground at the back of the Chapel (the advert below from the Gazette on
the 2nd Aug 1890, shows it was actually held in a Marquee).

From then on, for many years, Marton Chapel held regular afternoon teas for
outreach and fund raising.
In 1912 the leasehold of the land on which the chapel stood and additional
land to the back and west side was purchased from the Bolckow Trustees for
£80 8s. The old building was pulled down to enable work to start on a
replacement.

The Third Chapel
The new chapel to seat 140 and a school room for 60 was built a little
further back from the road and was opened on 24th September 1913 at an
estimated cost of £1000.
On the 15th March 1920 further land to the south and east of the chapel was
purchased for £47 17s 6d from the Bolckow Estate to build a Caretaker’s
cottage, which after much fund raising was completed in 1928 at a cost of
£530 8s 2d. In 1962 a rear extension for the Chapel was completed,
13

providing a meeting room, kitchen and toilets.
Third Chapel 1913

Extension 1962

The Fourth Chapel
On March 21st 1970 at the cost of £28,000 the present church was opened
on a site next to the third chapel. In plan view it is roughly the shape of the
old Methodist ‘shell’ badge. It can seat 190 people, has 2 vestries, toilets
and full central heating. The old 1913 church and vestry were turned into
the present church hall and a classroom - currently used by the Methodist
Live at Home
If any folk in the Circuit have any items relating to Marton
Church from years past , old photographs, newspaper articles
etc. we would be very pleased to see them.
Please contact Brian Glover

Trinity Methodist Church
Trinity Ramblers

COFFEE MORNING
On Saturday 17th June 2017 from
10 a.m. to 12 noon
Musical Interludes by Eric Pearson
Cost £1.50 including drink and strawberry scone
Proceeds to Development Fund
Dishwasher for large kitchen
Donation to Church Charity
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The Sun has got
his hat on

Reception
Two television aerials met
one day and fell madly in
love with each other. Eventually they decided to get married and booked the local
Church. Apparently the service was not up to much but
the reception was excellent!

The sun has got his hat on
Hip-hip-hip- hooray!
The sun has got his hat on But
we exclaim “I say!”
The sun has got his hat on
Yip-yip-yip yippee!
There’s beaches to be sat on
But too much flesh to see!
The sun has got his hat on We
are most impressed!
The sun with his fine hat on Is
the only one who’s dressed.

“… and finally I’m happy to report
that decision-making has become
much easier following the downsizing
of the Church Council.”

Prayer to our
Always good Father
Father,
Thank you that you are our Father and
that you love us, whoever we are,
wherever we go, whatever we’ve done,
however we feel.
No matter what life brings, you never
change. You are always good and
always there for us, if we just turn and
talk to you.
Thank you for Jesus who died to make
that possible. We pray in his name.
Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

By Nigel Beeton

The Taxi
The passenger tapped the cab
driver on the shoulder to ask him
something. The driver screamed,
lost control of the car, nearly hit a
bus, went up on the pavement,
and stopped inches from a
department store window. For a
second everything went quiet in
the cab, then the driver said, ‘Look
mate, don't ever do that again. You
scared me half to death!’
The passenger apologized and said
he hadn’t realized that just a little
tap could scare him so much. The
driver replied, ‘You're right. I'm
sorry. Really, it's not your fault.
Today is my first day as a cab
driver. I've been driving a hearse
for 25 years.’

The Parish Pump
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News from the March Circuit Meeting
Invitation and Stationing - Rev Huw Sperring leaves our Circuit
summer 2017.
Rev Christopher Wood Archer takes up his appointment summer 2017.
Rev Una Mclean is to move in summer 2018 and the invitation
committee will start the process of Stationing in September
Rev Sue Greenwood, due to move in 2018 but has requested an
extension of 2 years.
Diary dates - Farewell service for Rev Huw Sperring at Normanby on
30 July, 6.00pm.
Welcome service for Christopher Wood Archer and his wife, Judith on
3rd September, 2.30pm at Eston Grange.
Rev Sue Greenwood will be on sabbatical for three months from the end
of April.
Circuit Appointments – Mrs Julie O’Key has been appointed to be a
Circuit Steward and will take the place of Brian Glover whose term of
office finishes at the end of August this year
Safeguarding - changes within safeguarding come into place in
September and the Darlington District is working to ensure all our
churches are fully prepared. Updates to training and DBS renewals are
ongoing. Three ‘Creating Safer Space’ training sessions were held.
More than Gold/Feast of Fun – as reported previously there will not be
a ‘More than Gold’ event this summer but rather our circuit is supporting
summer holiday clubs which are being run in different churches and
organised through ‘Ageing Better Middlesbrough’.
Linthorpe Road – Resource Centre
A breakfast club runs on a Wednesday which is very well used. It is
hoped to extend this and to also run a lunch club.
A new project, ARIADNE (MAP and other partner organisations - Red
Cross, Open Door, Justice First) uses the centre every Thursday and
offers support and assistance to Asylum Seekers and Refugees. An
Asylum Seeker who has been granted Asylum Status has been
appointed to work with Ailsa. MAP also has a new website
mapmiddlesbrough.org.uk
Flame – there have been two events so far this year, at Eston Grange
and Grove Hill and a third one is planned for Normanby
Nunthorpe film club - a successful first event held at Nunthorpe had 22
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attendees. A second film club has been planned
Rediscovering Middlesbrough – A group of year 11/12 students
are working on a project to create an electronic resource for use in
RE in schools. Using the internet and producing a map of the area
our churches can be pinned on the map and information about each
church can be attached.
Chinese Congregation - planning is in place with Rev Lawrence
Law for the Chinese congregation to become established as the
Chinese Church in Middlesbrough.

Nunthorpe Film Club +
One Friday evening in early March, Paddington, the
famous marmalade-sandwich eating immigrant Bear
from Peru was spotted in Nunthorpe, well, actually
he was showing at the
new monthly Film
Club for young people aged between 8 and 13
hosted by Nunthorpe Methodists .

Twenty-two youngsters came to the first session of the club which offers
more than just a film: table foot-ball, air hockey, snooker, table tennis and a
craft table were also available. Above all it was an opportunity for children
to hang out without parents and relax with friends in a safe environment,
and manage their pocket-money purchases of sweets and freshly made
popcorn. There was a good mix of boys and girls who all seemed to enjoy
themselves, either completely engrossed in Paddington’s perilous
adventures on the big screen or in the other room leaping around having
great fun with the table games. Quite a few moved between rooms when
the jeopardy facing Paddington got too alarming!
Admission to the film is free as they and the licence to show films are
provided through the charity INTO FILM but children buy their drinks and
“tuck”. Future films are Pixar’s excellent exploration of an 11 year old
girl’s emotions: Inside Out, and The Good Dinosaur in which a young
dinosaur experiences loss and finds his inner strength and Wreck it Ralph.
In the summer months the new garden will provide an additional escape
route for when the film gets too scary. So, if you know any children you
think would enjoy the experiences and to find out more please contact
Jennie McNeal at….. 07747864270

Ruth Lewis
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Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British
unit of the World Federation of Methodist
and Uniting Church Women
There will be no Circuit Network Meetings during June, July and
August.
District Methodist Women in Britain event
Thursday July 20th at 7pm
President’s Evening at Barnard Castle Methodist Church DL12 8PW.
The theme for the evening is “Opportunity Knocks”. More information will be
available from your Church MWiB Secretary.
Light Refreshments will be served.
All ladies welcome.
Kath Smithies
Circuit Methodist Women in Britain Secretary

Graduation?
There were so many graduates waiting to receive their degrees that day, that
speed was of the essence. Presenting their diplomas, therefore, the Chancellor
simply smiled and said: “Congratulations, keep moving.”
It’s actually good advice for all of life, and for your Christian life as well.

If you’ve discovered the reality of God’s love for yourself, you deserve
congratulations, for in a very real sense, you have arrived...but keep moving! there is so much more that God has in store for you! Paul in 2 Timothy says “I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day....”
So, wherever you have reached in your own faith pilgrimage, congratulations,
but keep moving!
The Parish Pump
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18th June Fathers’ Day—time to
celebrate male role models
In the UK, USA and Canada, the third Sunday in June is
Father's Day. It’s a good time for sons and daughters to
take their father to his favourite restaurant, or to watch a
favoured sport, or whatever else he enjoys doing.
How will you celebrate it this year? If your own father
cannot be with you, is there a ‘spare’ father somewhere in
your church or your circle of friends whose children
cannot be with him, and who would welcome some
special treat on the day?
How do these special days ever get started, anyway? Well, Father’s Day began
because way back in 1909 there was a woman in Spokane, Washington, named
Sonora Louise Smart Dodd. That year she heard a church sermon about the merits
of setting aside a day to honour one's mother. Mother's Day was just beginning to
gather widespread attention in the United States at this time. But Sonora Louise
Smart Dodd knew that it was her father who had selflessly raised herself and her five
siblings by himself after their mother had died in childbirth. So the sermon on
mothers gave Sonora Louise the idea to petition for a day to honour fathers, and in
particular, her own father, William Jackson Smart.
Sonora Louise soon set about planning the first Father's Day celebration in Spokane
in 1910. With support from the Spokane Ministerial Association and the YMCA, her
efforts paid off, and a ‘Father’s Day’ was appointed. Sonora Louise had wanted
Father’s Day to be on the first Sunday in June (since that was her father's birthday),
but the city council didn't have time to approve it until later in the month. And so on
June 19, 1910, the first Father's Day was celebrated in Spokane.
Gradually, other people in other cities caught on and started celebrating their fathers,
too. The rose was selected as the official Father's Day flower. Some people began to
wear a white rose to honour a father who was dead, and a red one to honour a father
who was living. Finally, in 1972, President Richard Nixon signed a
presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as Father's Day - a
permanent, national holiday.
Today, Father's Day is a great time to celebrate any sort of male role models, like
uncles or grandfathers, as well as dads. Certainly Father's Day has become a day for
greeting card companies to rejoice, and sales of the most popular gifts for Dad
(shirts, ties, and electric razors) increase considerably. Perhaps most telling of all,
though, is how children continue to see their fathers: in America, for example, more
‘collect calls’ to home are recorded on Father's Day than on any other day of the
year!
The Parish Pump
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP.
Some may see the Methodist church as being reliant on ladies, and
indeed we are so grateful that ladies do play a very important part in
our churches.
However at Grove Hill, I think maybe we are unique in having a Men’s
meeting which is well attended. In addition to the home team we are
supported by friends from Marton, Normanby and Trinity, also a retired
Anglican minister and a good Roman Catholic friend, so we are
ecumenical.

Ever since I can remember Grove Hill has had a Men’s Fellowship, but
our numbers had declined, so just when we felt we might have to call
it a day, a few years ago our new friends came to join us and we
have never looked back.
The group is above all, about friendship and support. Every meeting
finishes with supper together round the table and sometimes we can
be there till 10pm!
We have a range of speakers from our shared groups of friends and
contacts. Every year we welcome Steve Frost who presents on a
variety of subjects including railways, the River Tees, Hartlepool
Marina. In March we have our Devotional led this year by our good
friend Rev Bill Middlemiss, who never fails to inspire us and make us
think and laugh.
We went this year on a boat trip down the River Tees in the Harbour
Master’s new launch.
We have our annual trip to Whitby, for fish and chips. We used to
have quite a walk, but age has meant this has been curtailed. We
also go out for a meal together in August.
Possibly our Member’s Evenings really enable each one of us to share
things of importance to us, and there is a great sense of support and
empathy on these occasions.
So maybe we are unique!! But we are thankful that God has drawn
us together in this special fellowship.
Would you like to join us? Give me a ring and I will tell you what’s
on!!

Dave Elliott
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The Seven Deadly Sins
Do you still know them? According to a BBC survey the sins against others
rather than the sins against God, have replaced the seven deadly sins.
A Mori poll found that the public regarded the sins of anger, pride, envy,
gluttony, lust, sloth and greed as relatively unimportant. Instead the public
chose seven modern sins which included cruelty, adultery, bigotry and
dishonesty. Only greed from the original seven sins made it into the modern
list. Mori came to the conclusion that younger and richer people are more
likely to admit sinning than the older and the poorer. Southerners
‘confessed’ to higher levels of sinning than those in the Midlands and the
North. Does this mean that younger and richer people are more honest and
do Southerners have greater means to commit more sins or are Northerners
just better liars?
Conclusion: It is better to be old and poor and live in the North! (but we
know that already!)

Vera Pearson

Fresh Expressions is only meeting at
The Apple Tree, Marton Manor on the
first and third Tuesday of the month,
to take part in their pub quiz. The quiz
starts about 8.30pm and is always well
attended. We are known as 'The Church Group' and woe betide
us if we ever get a question about religion or the Bible wrong.
The quiz costs £3 per team but we all put in £1 each. Any
winnings, plus excess from the cost of taking part in the quiz
are put into our kitty. When we get to £100 we donate the
money to The Teesside Hospice which is the charity the pub
support.
As the weather improves, we hope to have some more activities
arranged over the summer. Some ideas are: walks, picnics,
beach games and camping. We would love to see new people
come along and join us.

Liz Milburn
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Able, Unable, Disabled, Enabled or …
‘good things come in little bundles’
I’ve always had an affinity with the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19: 1-10) who,
because of his diminutive height, had to climb a tree to be above the throng of
sight-seers in order to catch a glimpse of the centre of attraction, Jesus.
Although from this elevated position Zacchaeus could see Jesus he could not
have engaged in conversation with him, until Jesus had first approached him.
My nearest experience to this was being on The Mall in London to see the
Royal Procession to celebrate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. Although there were
plenty of trees nearby to maximise my chances, I had to stand on a biscuit tin
to hopefully see over the heads of the crowd. Sadly all I saw was
the tops of the gilded coaches, the accompanying groomsmen and the plumes
on the helmets of the escorting guardsmen as they swept by in a few brief
moments! But I did hear the cheers and shouts of acclamation and was caught
up in all the anticipation and excitement and the assurance that ‘I was there’
and had been in the Queen’s presence (however remotely!)
What triggered this memory? I was listening to Desert Island Discs and the
castaway happened to be the actor Warwick Davis. Many of you will have
seen him in Star Wars and as Willow so will realise that he has the condition
known as Dwarfism. Warren’s parents were of normal height so big
adjustments had to be made to their expectations for their first-born son. They
had a very positive approach to his upbringing. They didn’t cosset him or
provide any special aids, but left him to use his intelligence and ingenuity to
overcome the difficulties of diminished height by trial and error. They
reasoned that there would not be many ‘aids’ in the external world and he
would have to solve and overcome all the problems he would encounter. This
made him grow up with a very positive and independent approach to life.
“Train up a child in the way that he should go and when he is old he will not
depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6)
Warren said “It was all about positivity, it’s all about what you choose to see
in life”. All children are naturally curious and wonder about anything that is
new and different from their previous experience – that’s how they learn. But
equally normally they may point it out and voice their comments, loudly. This
could be distressing to disabled people and embarrassing to their own parents
who may rebuke them and drag them away to avoid an unpleasant situation.
Warwick’s response is to be open and interact and make friends with them.
“Even a child is known by his doings” (Proverbs 20:11) He learnt this at
school when some of his fellow pupils thought it a great lark to hang his
school kit high up and out of his reach. Instead of accusing his tormentors his
parents had a quiet word with their parents and said “We know that your son is
Warwick’s best friend, and he is having a bit of a problem at
school. I wonder if your son could keep an eye on him and help him?” At one
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stroke the harassment stopped, no one felt hurt and the problem was solved
by becoming friends. “A soft answer turneth away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1)
Warwick has led a normal adult life and has been happily married, to Sam,
for twenty five years. Sadly their first-born son, Lloyd, lived only nine days
and their second son, George, was still-born. After seeking professional
advice they went on to have a daughter and a son. They started a charity for
families with dwarfism which began as a series of get-togethers for Q&A
sessions and social support. Terminology on how to address them can be
difficult – ‘dwarf’, ‘little person’ or ‘short person’ are all acceptable but
‘midget’ is considered offensive. Warwick and Sam saw a need to provide
work opportunities so started ‘The Reduced Height Theatre Company’ with
nine other actors and one understudy for although Warwick had starred in
films his dream was to act in a serious play. To make the actors appear
normal size and be taken seriously he decided to reduce the scale of the set.
One of his choice of records on the programme was ‘Always look on the
bright side of life’
What an amazing and inspirational story. “Whatsoever your hand finds to
do, do it with all your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10)

Vera Pearson

Money
There is the story of a minister who got up one Sunday and announced to
his congregation: ‘I have good news and bad news. The good news is, we
have enough money to pay for our new building programme. The bad news
is, it's still out there in your pockets.’
The Parish Pump

events around the circuit
Saturday 3rd June Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to 11.30am
Saturday 17th June, Trinity Ramblers Coffee Morning 10.00am to 12.00
noon (see page 18)
Tuesday 27th June, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 1st July Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to 11.30am
Tuesday 25th July, 10.00am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 5th August, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to
11.30am
Tuesday 29th August, 10.00am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
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P R A Y E R
4th

June
On this Pentecost Sunday
we pray for the renewal of the power of the Holy Spirit to come in to all
of our lives. Pray today for Rev Sue
Greenwood and Nunthorpe.
June 11th On this day we think of so
many students involved in important
examinations, we pray for them and
their families at this stressful time.
Pray for Normanby.
June 18th Pray for the Preachers’
meeting taking place on Monday
that those who are called to lead
worship in our Circuit may do so with
a sense of the support of all our
congregations. Pray for Rev Una
McLean and for Grove Hill.
June 25th We pray today for our
Songs of Praise service at Avenue,
as we come together as a Circuit to
praise God. Pray for Rev Len Karn
and for Ormesby
July 2nd We pray today for all who
are ill, in body, mind or spirit, and for
those who care for them at home or
in hospital. Pray for Rev Sarah
Ramsden and her ministry at James
Cook University hospital and the
Hospice.
July 9th We pray today for our
Circuit Leadership Team and the
important decisions they have to
make. Bless each one of them that
they may be guided by the Holy
Spirit and remain as humble servants
of the Circuit. Pray for Jackie and
her staff at the Resource Centre and
for Linthorpe Road. July 16th We pray
for all who are often seen as being
on the edge of
our communities, we pray today for
24

D I A R Y
the great work done in our Circuit in
caring for Asylum Seekers and
Refugees and for MAP and Ailsa.
July 23rd We think today of schools
breaking up for the summer, for
families enjoying holidays, but also
of the caring work of Trinity and
other churches in providing play
schemes for children. Pray for Elaine
and the Circuit Office and for Trinity
July 30th We pray today for Huw
and his family as they leave our
Circuit and move to a new home.
We thank God for Huw’s ministry
among us and ask God to bless him
and his family. Pray for Eston
Grange.
August 6th We pray today for our
communities which are our
neighbours and for the outreach
work done by our churches in
spreading the love of Jesus. Pray for
Stainton.
August 13th We pray for all those
people who in the next couple of
weeks will receive exam results,
enrich those who celebrate and
comfort those who are
disappointed. Pray for Rev
Lawrence Law and the Chinese
congregations
August 20th We pray today for those
who are elderly and lonely. Pray for
the work of Live at Home. Pray for
Marton
August 27th We pray for all those
ministers moving in to new Circuits
and for those who are beginning
their retirement. Pray for the
Darlington District and Rev Ruth
Gee.

