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As I write this piece, the sun is
shining and summer is still
stretching ahead!! By the time
you read it, Autumn will be well
on its way as our cover picture
reminds us.
The seasons come and go and
soon we will be thanking God for
the beauty and wonder of his
creation as we celebrate our
Harvest Festivals. As Christians,
we must have asked some
serious questions lately as we see
the terrible things going on in our
world. Harvest reassures that
God’s love, never changes it is in
creation but it is in the
relationships we have with each
other and in our faith in him.
So open your new Memo and
read about all the signs of God’s
love in the many articles in this
issue. We had no problem filling
the pages this time, so a sincere
thank you to all our contributors.
Remember in the next edition
we will want details of all your
Christmas events, so please send
them to the Circuit Office.
It is always sad to say goodbye
to people and I have to let you
know that Martyn Laverick is
stepping down from the
Communications team as of
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today as his tenure as a Circuit
Steward finishes. I have really
appreciated working with
Martyn, his devotion to the task,
his great organisational ability
and his sincere faith have been
very special qualities he has
brought to the team.
However it is good to welcome
Anne Smith to the team, I know
that Anne, Elaine and I will work
well together and continue to
produce ‘Memo’ in a way that
pleases and informs all our
readers.
As Advent approaches, I can tell
you the good news that material
for this special time will be
available to churches by early
October.
With all good wishes
Dave Elliott
On behalf of Anne and Elaine.
DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO

Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team
By 2nd October
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road,
Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough TS7 0BS
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com

The Superintendent’s Letter
'See, how these Christians love each other'.
Hello dear friends,
May I invite you to imagine the scene - It's Sunday morning and you
are leaving church after Worship, the minister holds out a hand and
you shake it. 'Good to see you, how are you?' The minister asks,
'Fine thanks', you say, and make your way home.
Perhaps that's true - perhaps you really are well and happy and the
roses in your garden are blooming, (without a sign of greenfly), and
there's not a thing wrong in your world. That's wonderful! But over the
years, realistically, on visiting people in their own home; when there is
time and privacy and the chance to be honest, I have to say that very
often, the 'fine' at the church door is not always 100% accurate! There
may have been issues you wanted to discuss, things you wanted to
tell or questions you wish you could have asked.
Then, of course, there are those who, for one reason or another; their
health, age, commitment to work or duty, or because their faith has
been damaged in some way, are not able to be at the church door on
a Sunday morning to give the almost expected, 'fine'. What of these
dear souls. . . ?
One of the strengths of our Circuit is the care and loving attention
given by our many Pastoral Visitors. Unfortunately these days, in the
Church as a whole, there is not the high priority given to Pastoral Care
as there once was and we can see the results of this in our congregations. I hope you all know the importance I attach to Pastoral Care - I
believe it reflects the 'Whole Person Care' Jesus gave in his ministry.
This doesn't mean, as I once heard said, 'Spoon Feeding our already
committed members', this means building relationships within the
Body of Christ. And it has to be the work of the whole church
community.
Try as we might, Una, Huw and I really can't do it without you! In my
series of letters for Memo in which I am trying to draw attention to the
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variety of work going on in our Circuit, I would like to say how much
the work of our Pastoral Visitors is appreciated. Thank you ALL for
the time and commitment you give to those in your care. Thank you
for showing people the love of Jesus and allowing them to know that
they are valued and precious; whether they can get to church each
week or not. Thank you for the relationships you help to build and for
the Discipleship to Christ you encourage, simply by being alongside
those in your care. Thank you for the confidences you hold in trust
and the tears you help to flow. Thank you for allowing God to come
close to his people simply through offering your time, patience and
love.
There is a really lovely song, which most of us have sung many
times, written by Richard Gillard; unfortunately copyright restrictions
hinder me from reproducing it, but if you would like to look it up it is
54 in Songs of Fellowship and 611 in Singing the Faith. It is set to the
very aptly named tune, Servant Song. The lyrics invite us to allow our
brothers and sisters to serve us as we serve them. It reminds us that
the Christian life is about Grace; receiving God's free, undeserved
love and responding to his love by sharing it with others throughout
our lives. Walking with our brothers and sisters, weeping with them
and rejoicing with them - indeed - holding the 'Christ Light' for them!
With my love to you all,

Sue

‘Singing for fun’
Can you sing like a bird, or a nutcracker?
If you love to sing, join me in a group to have fun.
We are not a choir.
Music and laughter will cheer you up.
Held in Normanby Methodist Church
starting Monday 21st September
at 10.00am until 11.30am
£3.00 per session
Please contact Margaret Johnson Tel: 01642 823085
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Songs of Praise
On Sunday September 6th we will celebrate together the start
of the new Methodist year with a Songs of Praise service at
Avenue at 6-30pm
This time we are celebrating the wonderful work done by our
church organists and pianists. They have chosen a hymn and
will say why it is important to them and they will then
accompany the singing of that hymn.
As always we have cancelled the evening services around the
Circuit in the hope that lots of you will come and join this
celebration of worship through music.
We are grateful to the Avenue team for preparing the church
for these special services.
Dave Elliott

Church Notices that didn’t quite work
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.'
The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'
Ladies, don't forget the jumble sale. It's a chance to get
rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.
Bring your husbands.
Taken from the Parish Pump
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT
Yesterday was the culmination of months of
planning and prayer to make sure this year’s
‘More than Gold’ Christian outreach event was all
that we hoped it would be.
It was good that lots of the people involved in
planning and in the day itself came from a variety
of denominations, with one thing in common, the desire to spread
the good news of Jesus.
This year’s event had a more ecumenical focus. The Bishop of
Whitby opened the event and also conducted one of the worship
sessions. He spent time speaking to lots of people and that was
important.
Rev Sue Greenwood was also there most of the day and she too
conducted a worship session. Sue has been instrumental in
accessing money that was needed to stage the event, for
example to pay for the hire of the Marquee. The Circuit meeting
approved of our request for money and along with the District
grant, successfully sourced by Rev Sue, that gave us the £1500 we
needed. We were also fortunate to receive a sum of money from
Seedbed for which we were very grateful. Any money we didn’t
spend will go into the account for 2016.
It wasn’t just about finance. It was about the amazing support
from so many people, in the planning and on the day. People
from the Charities came and showed God’s love in action. The
musicians performed and used their ministry of music to share the
good news. The St Barnabas Puppet ministry was a great success
speaking to people in a different way about God’s love.
The Worship sessions were also led by Rev Mike Taylor from ‘Youth
for Christ’ and Rev Andrew Grant from St Cuthbert’s at Marton. All
the worship sessions gave us food for thought and challenges to
our discipleship.
It would be easy to miss out a name if I started to compile a list.
Everyone who helped in any way deserves all our thanks. This is
becoming a major event in the year not just for our Methodist
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churches, but for other denominations too.
It was the most amazing day and for Alan, Ste and I, it really was
the answer to our prayers.
Yes there is still much room for improvement, and we will be
meeting in the next few days to evaluate the day.
If you were there and you have anything to share about the day,
please email me, although it will be September before you read
this, please still contact me.
We hope that we will once again do ‘More than Gold’ Saturday
July 2nd 2016. We hope to begin planning meetings towards the
end of this year.
Finally my thanks to all and to everyone who prayed for the event,
whether you came along or not, prayer is the most powerful part
of our strategy, without the power and presence of the Holy Spirit,
the day would not have been anywhere as powerful or
successful.
And the sun shone, from 12pm as we opened right the way
through, giving an extra sparkle to the day!
Dave Elliott
On behalf of Alan Cockerill and Ste Corner.

Circuit Services
Avenue Methodist Church
Songs of Praise 6th September at 6.30pm
featuring our church organists (see page 5)
**********
Nunthorpe Methodist church
25th October at 6.30pm
Celebrating the work of our Local Preachers
and Worship Leaders (see page 9)
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The Role of the Circuit Steward
We continue our series in Memo looking at the
duties of the Circuit Stewards.
As Brian has already stated in the previous ‘Memo’, Circuit Stewards are
the small working group that help to maintain the ebb and flow of
conversations, spiritual and material well being of the Circuit and for
acting upon requests and decision making of the Circuit Meeting.
I have now been a Circuit Steward for two years and my particular role
within the Leadership team is to work alongside Ron Preece on the
Circuit Finances.
I felt that this was something that I could contribute towards, as for
many years I was employed as a solicitor’s bookkeeper. My role
entails me being a signatory on the Circuit Bank Account and I pay any
item that is passed on to me for payment out of that account.
Once items have been paid, I photocopy all invoice and cheque
requests and submit a weekly copy to Ron, who then alongside
Catherine Everitt, allocates these expenses into their respective
categories, which then end up under the various headings on Ron’s
Budget/Balance sheets.
I am also responsible for making sure that all travel allowance forms are
sent out on time and I also order the yearly prayer diaries,
membership tickets and up to date copies of CPDs for the ministers.
I find the role very fulfilling knowing that I am serving God and the
Circuit in this way.
Lesley Duffield

‘Most people do not listen with the intent to
understand, they listen with the intent to reply’
Steven R Covey
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CELEBRATING THE WORK OF OUR
LOCAL PREACHERS AND WORSHIP LEADERS
In my last letter to Memo I concentrated on our gratitude to this
Circuit's devoted Local Preacher's and Worship Leaders. It got
me thinking that we could do something special to celebrate their
dedication so, please keep Sunday October 25th at Nunthorpe
at 6.30 pm free in your diary. Ann Gartside will be celebrating 40
years as a Local Preacher this year and will receive her
certificate that evening. It will be a service of both Word and
Sacrament when I have invited Ann's brother in law, Rev Brian
Tibbetts to preach. Some of you will remember Brian being a
minister in this Circuit and we look forward to welcoming him and
Kathleen back amongst us.
I would like us all to share tea together before the service and
wonder if this could be a 'Bring and Share/ Faith Tea.' We
would begin at 5pm in readiness to begin Worship at 6.30pm.
May I say again how grateful we are to all those who Preach and
Lead Worship in our Circuit.
With Love,
Sue

At Home
In the early eighties I helped to form a
group of people who were supporting or
encouraging others. Initially we met monthly
to learn more about what we were doing and
to share some of our experiences.
Today we still meet, but only twice a year. We are more scattered,
most have retired, some have moved away and a few have died.
We spend a day together at one of our homes and share a meal.
There is always plenty of news to share as we take it in turn to
have our say. At the end we decide at whose place we shall next
meet. As a model, it has served us well for almost thirty years.
The friends of Jesus who lived in Jerusalem after his death followed
a similar pattern for a little over thirty years. It was one of many
bequests he left them.
During the three short years of his public work he engaged many
people, some in crowded gatherings, some in the formal setting of
the village ‘Meeting House’, some briefly on the open road, others
at the point of some desperate need.
But his preferred setting was the evening meal, the supper table, at
home. It was the place where he could talk most freely. Where in
real conversations questions could be asked and different points of
view expressed. Where his closest friends could learn to entrust
their deepest feelings to each other in a setting in which they felt
most at home.
It seems no accident that it was in the setting of someone’s home
after his death that it dawned on them, against their better
judgment, that he was ‘back home’. (1)
The unexpected awareness of his presence in the weeks following
his death galvanised them into extraordinary action. They emerged
from nursing their grief in private to make a very impressive public
statement of what they understood had happened. (2) A large
crowd, swelled by festival visitors from abroad, were impressed and
bewildered by what they witnessed. Many were intrigued enough to
insist on learning more.
I can imagine that initially the close friends and family of Jesus
would be overwhelmed by the unexpectedly large response. It was
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estimated to be in the thousands. Suddenly they had to change
from being a small private group of stunned bereft survivors to
organising themselves to cater for the demands of a few thousand
enquirers. I guess, judging by the size of the crowd, that they
were in the vicinity of the temple concourse, by retiring to the
edges of the square where the covered colonnaded walkways
were, they could split the enquirers into more manageable
numbers. The size of each cluster of people would be determined
by how many could get within the range of each speakers voice.
They are likely also to have approached the various presidents of
the numerous Meeting Houses around the city for permission to
use space there for addressing smaller groups.
But the most significant decision was to open their homes to those
who wanted to take the stories more seriously. His friends quickly
realised that they were not simply offering stories of Jesus. They
wanted their hearers to receive them in the kind of setting in
which, as strangers, they would feel accepted and respected.
What better welcome than an invitation to supper. There they
could be relaxed enough to listen with open minds, safe enough to
ask questions. A setting in which they would be encouraged to
explore their own potential and to appreciate and celebrate the
contribution of others. Just like the setting Jesus had provided for
them. The hospitality of their own homes was to become their
greatest resource. (3)
Within a few years, when Paul began his tireless travels across the
empire, his most effective work was done in creating and
maintaining a lively network of such groups. (4) He spent time
in the letters he wrote to these groups explaining how people
should provide and respond to such hospitality. As a man
constantly on the move, he was a grateful recipient of such
hospitality himself. (5)
For the first three hundred years of it’s growth the organisation of
the friends of Jesus and the growing number of storytellers grew
through this network of house gatherings. They had no buildings
of their own until Roman law finally made it possible after AD 313.
(1) Acts 2v1-2 (2) Acts 2 v14-15/37-42 (3) Acts 2v46/ 5v42
(4) 1 Cor 16v19 (5) 1 Cor 11v20-22
Len Karn
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MAP
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
A view from Cleveland Police, taken from our
Annual Report
This year our links with Cleveland Police have strengthened, and we have
been pleased that Jeff Lillystone, Community engagement & Prevent
officer with Cleveland Police, has been a regular visitor to MAP services.
This has given our client base a useful way to access support from the
police. Jeff is a regularly buttonholed by individuals attending our services
with questions about the law, or about difficulties encountered in the
community.
One of Jeff’s main impressions of MAP has been of the calibre of the
volunteer team. “I work with many organisations, profit and charity based.
The individuals ‘working’ as volunteers or helpers are without doubt
MAP’s best asset. With their help, MAP has established itself as a
supportive, helping, caring, nurturing environment.
Asked for his views generally on what MAP offers, Jeff said “Community
engagement” is a much over used phrase, and because of this its meaning
can sometimes seen to have lost its power. However, the actual activity,
the ‘meeting’ and ‘engaging’ of people has become the strong point of
MAP.
Probably from their drive, enthusiasm and genuine will to help, they have
become, in my mind the organisation currently leading as a support
organisation in Middlesbrough. MAP seems to have mastered the art of
being able to grow, without being impersonal.
No one can live the individual journeys, mental or physical, some of their
clients have endured, as they seek safety and refuge. For those people and
families, MAP offers a helping hand, and more that that it offers hope that
soon, things will get better. MAP is a place where futures can be born”.
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NORMANBY METHODIST CHURCH
FLOWER FESTIVAL
21st -25th May 2015
It is now over 10 years since our new building at Normanby was opened and some of
the church members thought is would be a
‘Burning Bush’
good time to have a Flower Festival. - the
last one we had was when the church celebrated it's centenary in 2000.
I have to admit it seemed an alarming project to me, whose flower arranging
consists of putting water in the vase and 'plonking' the flowers in it, however
Sylvia Fairbrass and Joyce French (who currently arrange our flowers weekly),
with help from Joyce Ginty took the bit between their teeth and began to make
the necessary arrangements (no pun intended) There seemed to be a lot of
meetings and planning and suddenly the weekend was upon us. They had
co-opted the Gardening Club to help, and Middlesbrough Flower arranging
Society and several people sponsored various items. The display was Bible
stories and themes - and we saw Zacchaeus climbing his tree, Moses in the
bullrushes, Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, complete with Angel; Joseph
and his multicoloured coat, feeding of the 5000, (pansies used to represent the
faces of the 5000 complete with little bags of bread). the Ascension, Noah's
Ark, the call of the fishermen - Music. Baptism, Sun and Moon. The Burning
Bush (sponsored by Eston Grange) and other arrangements which were
sponsored by people who use the premises weekly such as Keep fit, and Pop
in, Gardening Club and also members and the Church Activity groups.
Our opening service was attended by the current Mayor of Redcar and
Cleveland council, which was very fitting as she had her inauguration
ceremony here, and this would be her last duty as Mayor. The Air Ambulance
and Zoe's Place were to be recipients of some of the money collected and so
spoke about their work and gave their thanks in anticipation. Saturday, Sunday
and Monday saw people coming in and marvelling at the arrangements. and
refreshments were available throughout. The weekend was enhanced by a
concert by the Middleton Ladies Choir, and we had a very good time with
them. Many thanks to all who contributed in any way, sponsoring, arranging,
pouring tea, setting out and cleaning up throughout the weekend, and
especially to Sylvia and Joyce for their inspiration and perseverance! A total
of £1679.98 was raised, of this £216.80 went to Air Ambulance, £775.09 to
Zoe's Place and £688.09 to Normanby Methodist Church.
Celia Shires
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CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY
PROJECT
And the container has left the port!! We are so
pleased to report that our container to Malawi was
packed on 21st July, one week later than planned
and is now on its merry way to Blantyre.
I have to say that it’s a great feeling to finally have completed that
part of the project. The container was almost full – we could have
perhaps got another dozen or so boxes in, but I suppose we could so
easily have had a dozen or so too many so we’re pleased with the
result. And when you think about it, everything inside that 20 foot
container was donated by people just like you and we are so grateful,
as will be the people from Chagunda Village, I’m sure.
In amongst the 305 boxes/parcels there are 2 corn grinding machines
and 2 generators which will really help the community to become self
-sustaining. Getting the grinders was a bit of a headache – they
should have come from China but there was a technical hitch and we
ended up with 2 coming from Germany but made in Italy! What an
international feat!! As long as they do the job, that’s the main thing.
The container is due to arrive in the port at Dar Es Salaam in
Tanzania by 5th September and then will be taken overland to
Blantyre in the following two weeks. Then we (Eddie and I) will
follow on to oversee the distribution of the rest of the ‘stuff’.
I just want now to take this opportunity to say a massive ‘thank you’
to everyone and anyone who has contributed in any way to this
fabulous project. We’re trying to make a difference to the lives of
people who really do have nothing and whatever you may have done
to help will count towards that. Together we’ve done an amazing job!
Thank you and watch this space for what happens next……
Linda Harkins
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Places are still available
for this Circuit Event
on
Saturday October 10th at Marton Methodist Church
between 9.15am -5.00pm
The Circuit Stewards are holding the Walk through the Bible
seminar, it will be about the Old Testament. You would need to
bring a packed lunch but a range of drinks will be available.

How to Book
Send cheques for £14 payable to Middlesbrough and Eston Methodist
Circuit, to Ruth Lewis 2 Clarence Road Nunthorpe TS7 0DA, along
with details of your Name, Telephone and/or email address so that I
can confirm that I have received your cheque.

RICHES
It is harder for a rich man to enter Heaven
Though he try to coax and wheedle
Than it is, God tells us, for a camel
To pass through the eye of a needle.
It is greater for a widow
To give her ‘mite’ or pittance
Than for a wealthy man to write great cheques
In Heaven there’s no remittance.
God doesn’t judge by fortune, fame
Nor by material facets
The poor can be rich by far,
Life’s simple joys are assets.
By Linda French
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Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British
unit of the World Federation of Methodist
and Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 25th September 2.00pm at Trinity
Speaker: Rev Una McLean
(Bring & Buy Stall).
Thursday 1st October 2.00pm.
Circuit Network Committee at Marton.
Friday 6th November 2.00pm at Nunthorpe
Speaker: Mrs Ruth Taylor
Dedication of Sunshine Bags
(Bring & Buy Stall)
MWiB Darlington District event
Monday 12th October. Autumn District Day at Greens Lane Methodist
Church, Stockton.
Coffee served from 10.00am for 11am start.
The morning session will include the Induction of Mrs Win Aston as the
new District President.
The Afternoon session starts at 2pm. The Speaker is Meg Fletcher from the
“Kinamba Community Project” in Rwanda which is the District Project for
2015/16.
Stalls include Bring &Buy, Fairtrade and Books. Please bring a packed
lunch, drinks provided.
Friday 27th November. Advent service at Harrowgate Hill Methodist
Church, Darlington. This is usually followed with a soup lunch. More
details later.
ALL ladies are welcome at all these events
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary
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WARTIME STREET KIDS 2
As we recently celebrated 70 years on from V. E. Day 7th May 1945.
I was reminded of scenes from my wartime childhood.
Across the lane from the back of our house stood the tall iron gates
that led into the yard of a church hall. During the war the church hall
was used as a rallying point to enrol conscripts who had been
‘called up’ for military service. From there they were despatched to
various camps in the area such as Catterick and Richmond for
training, before embarking to war torn Europe.
To relieve their boredom while waiting for transport, the soldiers used
to gather in the yard for fresh air and exercise or just congregate at
the gate to chat to us kids, who, of course, were full of curiosity to find
out what was going on.
All the soldiers were desperate for a smoke and used to send us kids
on messages to the nearest corner shop to buy fags. If we were
lucky, we not only got a cigarette picture card to add to our
collections, but sometimes we were given a few coppers or even a
silver sixpence, generosity indeed, as they men had very little money
themselves.
It was ‘more than gold’ to us as these tips could be spent on liquorice
sticks to dip into paper cones of sherbet (fizzy powder) a substitute
for sweets. Proper sweets were all on rations, and required sweet
coupons as well as cash.
The soldiers were also very kind to our family dog, a mongrel terrier
called Vick, who soon realised that if he escaped and squeezed
through the iron bars of the gates the men would pet him and feed
him scraps from their dinners. He got more meat that we did!
At the side of the chapel was a double door. This was recessed with
a long stone step. This formed an ideal alcove to ‘make a den’ for all
the kids to gather and play imaginative games such as the traditional,
‘shops’, ‘schools’ or ‘mothers and fathers’.
There was no Wendy House in those days but we could make tents
with a borrowed clothes-horse propped against the wall. If we could
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beg or borrow a ‘proddy’ or ‘clippy’ mat to sit on instead of the stone
cold step, we were in our element and settled for the rest of the day.
Sometimes we had picnics, mainly imaginary, and we made ‘pop’ by
slicing up strips of liquorice into a bottle, adding water and shaking
vigorously to try to make it froth, (our version of Dandelion and
Burdock) far more delicious that Coca Cola today! Nectar of the
gods, and it kept us ‘regular’.
Directly opposite the alcove was an old lamp-post with a crossbar.
To this could be attached a piece of washing line to make a swing or
to tie one end to it for skipping if there was only two of you. If you
could get a full length of washing line the whole street gang could
join in, spread right across the road. There was very little traffic. No
cars because no petrol. Each skipping game was accompanied by
it’s own rhyme, (passed down by oral tradition). There were no TV
jingles as we had no TV’s. Changing the rhyme dictated a change in
the rhythm. It kept us all occupied and out of mischief, gave us a
healthy exercise and taught us team spirit and a sense of fairness.
We had to settle our own disputes in those days! Failure to do so
meant you had to ‘come in’ and that was the last thing we wanted to
do.
In season there were ‘conker’ or ‘whip top’ competitions. We
decorated our tops by chalking colours or sticking bits of coloured
paper on them so that when they spun
they made intriguing patterns. We vied
with each other to produce the best pattern or keep the top spinning the longest.
There were numerous hopping games,
from Hopscotch (chalked on the pavement) or Snail Spiral (chalked on the
road). Nobody complained about the chalk graffiti or defacing public
property, as it was all washed off by the rain and ready to start again.
I bet the Sunday worshippers never imagined what went on in the
street outside the Church for the rest of the week and all through the
summer holidays.
Vera Pearson
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Our dynamic outreach to many hundreds of
children and adults sharing the Gospel with
those who don› t go to church
Yes it is true. The Flame Project has many vibrant areas of work to share the
good news of Jesus with the communities in Middlesbrough & Eston in different ways.
Here is a just a sample of what goes on and how things are evolving.
Ormesby Girls Brigade celebrated its first birthday in May. It has had a good
year most recently going on a residential trip with activities such as quad biking, zip wire and high beam. As I write I am completing organising a trip ten
pin bowling for this week. There are two groups the N:vestigate Group (5-7years) and the N:gage Group (7-11 years) that meet weekly during term time
to learn life skills and of course to hear about God. So we don’t lose the Year
6 children from September 2015 we plan to open an N:counter Group for 1014 year olds. However we do need more volunteers to help with this. Fridays
during term time from 7.15pm-8.30pm. The N:counter group is exactly the
kind of thing the Circuit is wanting when the review noted the churches said
they wanted more work with 10-14 year olds. We now have a good group of
11 years olds, please, let’s not lose them. If anyone is able to help with this
or knows anybody who would be interested, let me know I would love to hear
from you.
The puppet ministry is going well. So far the puppet team has been into
schools three times to take assemblies. Each time they have been extremely
well received in addition to doing the odd parade service in church. At the
moment we are in the middle of planning how we are going to use the puppets for the up and coming summer holiday clubs at Grove Hill and Ormesby
Methodist Churches. They have also been an exciting feature at Messy
church at Eston Grange Methodist Church. We are working on seeing how
we can get a proper puppet stage to enhance the work. We practise once a
week, times vary depending upon people’s availability. Again this is a won
derful ministry and it helps to have as many puppeteers as possible as not
everyone will be able to make every show. Again if anybody would like to
become a part of this do contact me. Training sessions are available.
Other aspects of the work are the 4 schools clubs that meet weekly during
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term time and are always very well attended. Scripture Club that meets on
Tuesdays at lunch time for example usually has about twenty five children
(sometimes more) attending each week. We play games, have a Bible story
and discussion on it, we sing and we pray.
Quest Club that meets on Fridays at 4.15pm at Grove Hill Methodist Church
is very short of leaders. There are games, cooking, crafts, a Bible story and
prayer. If anyone can help please let me know.
There is only time to mention some of the other activities that go on. These
include assemblies, messy church, RE lessons, school visits to churches,
special services and school chaplaincy work. In addition is the contribution
it makes to events such as ‘More than Gold’ with the children’s activities,
the Girl’s Brigade stall and organising for Breckon Hill Primary School
Choir to come and sing at the event.
All in all a busy fruitful ministry. Please pray for this vital work that God
would continue to bless it and guide it also for more workers. Many thanks
for all those who do contribute a lot of time and effort to it. Without this the
FLAME Project couldn’t run.
God bless,
Hayley

We continue to regularly attend the Pub Quiz at The Apple Tree,
Marton Manor, Middlesbrough on the First and Third Tuesday of
every month. The quiz starts about 8.30pm-9.00pm and we have an
enjoyable evening – sometimes we even manage to win!
On Friday 3rd July, the group had an enjoyable evening and a
delicious meal at Uno Momento in Middlesbrough.
We hope to meet soon to discuss a more specific timetable of
events. If you are interested and would like to know more, please
contact myself on 01642 592238 or 07752 503196, alternatively you
can email me liz.milburn@gmail.com
Liz Milburn, on behalf of Fresh Expressions, Middlesbrough.
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News from the March Circuit Meeting
CIRCUIT STEWARDS - Thanks were given to Kay Braithwaite, Martyn
Laverick and Nigel Marsh for the work and help given in their roles as
circuit stewards. The two new circuit stewards are Pat Barrett and Anne
Smith
LISTENING TO OUR CHURCHES – The meeting agreed to two
proposals arising out of the information gathered from each church. The
first proposal is to share the findings with everyone in the form of a booklet
which will be available in churches by the next round of Church Council
meetings. Secondly an Action Plan will be produced which will help to
formulate, resource and plan future ‘happenings’ within the circuit.
FLAME - There will be no resources, beyond August 2016, to fund
children’s outreach in the circuit (in the form of a lay worker) Hayley
Liversidge was praised for the wide range of pioneering work she has done
and of the legacy she will leave. Through the ‘Listening ‘ process it has
emerged that many churches have expressed a desire to look to the 10+ age
group. Funding is unlikely to be available for this so the Learning and
Development team will explore what others are doing in this field. Revd
Greenwood asked for regular weekly prayers to be offered for the work of
FLAME in the circuit.
PROPERTY MATTERS – Trinity – The grant funding application for a
Mission in Britain grant has been deferred. More information is required
and the form should be re-submitted by the end of July. The outcome will
be known by the end of August.
LINTHORPE ROAD LEASE – J Fovargue gave clarity of the letting
process and restrictions surrounding the lease of the unit recently held by
the Money Shop. P Barrett reminded the meeting that there are still eight
years left of the 20 year contract with ERDF. The chances are that a
comparative rent will be hard to find from future tenants.
SAFEGUARDING - Revd Greenwood holds a copy of the Past Cases
Review (PCR) A reminder was given that safeguarding issues/information
should always be on meeting agendas.
SHARING NEWS
A Walk through the Bible – this event is going ahead in October. There
are still places on the course and it is possible to promote this with other
denominations. Flyers etc. were available to distribute
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FIRST AID – a course is being run by the District. Anyone who needs a
valid certificate and can fund the training (£84.00) should contact R Lewis

Events around the circuit
Saturday 5th September, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12 noon
Sunday 20th September, Stainton Harvest Festival Service
4.00pm followed by Apple Pie and Cream.
Tuesday 29th September 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 3rd October, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12.00 noon
Tuesday 27th October, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 7th November, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12.00 noon
Saturday 14th November, Stainton’s Autumn Family Fayre in
The Memorial Hall 2.00pm
Tuesday 24th November, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.

ADVANCE NOTICE
A pantomime will be taking place at Trinity Methodist Church from
Tuesday 5th January starting at 7pm through to Friday, then 2pm
Saturday Matinee and at 6pm on Saturday evening of the 9th January
2016.
Further details in the next edition.

British Summer Time ends on
Sunday 25th October
D�n’� f�r�e� t� �u� y��� �lo�ks

ba�k ��� h�u�.
23

P R A Y E R
6th

September
On this day we pray
for the coming Methodist year, for
God’s blessing on all our plans, as a
Circuit and as individual churches. We
pray for a blessing on our organists as
they lead our Songs of Praise at Avenue today. Pray for Rev Sue Greenwood and Marton.
September 13th We thank God today
for our Preachers and pray for a
blessing on all the plans discussed and
made at the meeting last week. Pray
for Rev Huw Sperring and Normanby
September 20th We pray today for
children settling in back at school, or
in new schools and for those members
of our families who have gone off to
University. Bless all who teach at, and
all who Govern our schools and
colleges. Pray for Rev Una McLean
and Trinity
September 27th We pray today for
God’s blessing upon our Harvest
Festival services as we celebrate ‘all
good gifts around us’. Pray for Rev Len
Karn and Ormesby
October 4th We pray today for all who
work with children and young people
in our churches and in our
communities. Pray for Hayley
Liversidge and for Grove Hill.
October 11th We pray today for all
those who are sick and in hospital,
those who are housebound and for all
who care for them in any way. Pray
for Rev Sarah Ramsden and her
ministry at James Cook hospital and
the Hospice.
October 18th We pray today for all
ministers working as chaplains who
are amongst people at work, or in the
Armed Forces, and in so many
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D I A R Y
different situations, caring for the
needs of so many. Pray today for
Elaine at our Circuit Office and for
Nunthorpe church
October 25th We pray for all our
church meetings, especially for
Church Councils as they seek to serve
God and enrich the work of their
churches. Pray for Jackie at the
Resource Centre and for Linthorpe
Road church
November 1st We pray today for our
communities, for those who are
ostracised by uncaring people. We
pray for those who are different and
because of their differences are
sometimes bullied. Pray for Ailsa
Adamson and MAP and for Eston
Grange.
November 8th On this Remembrance
Sunday we pray for all who feel the
sadness of loosing loved ones in wars
of the past and the present. Pray for
peace in our world and that it may
begin with each one of us. Pray for
Rev Lawrence Law and the Chinese
congregations.
November 15th We pray today for our
Circuit Leadership team that they
may remember their calling. Pray also
for all who are members of our Circuit
meeting. Pray for Stainton church.
November 22nd We pray today for all
who are new to our churches that
they may feel welcomed and
nurtured in the faith.
November 29th On this first Sunday in
Advent we pray for groups who will
meet to learn more of this special time
of our Christian year. Pray for the
Darlington District and for Rev Ruth
Gee the Chair.

