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Welcome to this September edition of
MEMO. September, of course, marks
the start of a new Methodist year but
this year it also marks some major
changes in our Circuit.
Sue Greenwood is now Superintendent
and we welcome her in her new role.
We also welcome Una McLean as
minister for Grove Hill, Linthorpe
Road and Trinity. That welcome is, of
course, also extended to her husband
Colin (and, naturally, Patrick and
Pippin of whom you will learn more in
Una’s piece introducing herself and
her family later in this issue). There is
no doubt that Una will be received
very warmly at her 3 churches and I
have no need to say that I hope Una
will receive a warm welcome as she
preaches at the other churches in the
Circuit. This is, after all, the
Middlesbrough and Eston Circuit,
famed for its warm welcomes.
One other forecast change has taken
place, Lawrence Law and his family
have now moved from their manse
here to his new manse in Durham but
he will, of course, still minister to the
Chinese congregation at Linthorpe
Road.
Another forecast change has not taken
place however. At the end of the
editorial for the June issue I did say
that that would be the last issue of
MEMO with which I would be
involved as I was standing down as
leader of the Communications Team.
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No sooner had that edition hit the pews
than events caused a rethink on the
roles of the Circuit Stewards hence,
like a bad penny, here I am again,
leader of the Communications Team
for another year (at the end of which I
will definitely be standing down).
Of course, September marks, not only
a new Methodist year but other fresh
starts as well, as Dave Elliott very
eloquently reminds elsewhere in this
issue.
As far as the Circuit is
concerned, the Leadership Team will
be thinking about how the Circuit
might grow and develop over the
coming years after consulting with the
individual churches on their dreams
and visions (and, maybe, fears)
As for MEMO itself at the start of this
new year, I will simply repeat that it is
YOUR magazine. It stands and falls
by YOUR contributions so please keep
them coming and for anyone who has
been thinking about whether they
should send in a contribution, the
answer is YES.
One final thing. The next edition of
MEMO will be issued at the beginning
of December so make sure somebody
(preferably you) lets Elaine at the
Circuit Office have details of all the
special Christmas events that will be
taking place at your church so that we
can include them in the December
MEMO.
Martyn Laverick On behalf of the
Communications Team.

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear friends,
May I wish you all,
A VERY HAPPY METHODIST NEW YEAR!
When I arrived six years ago in the Middlesbrough and Eston
Circuit, after so many years in the Ryedale Circuit, the last five as
Superintendent, I was very pleased to be coming simply as a
presbyter, a minister without all the extra responsibility attached
to superintendency! I remember early Circuit Meetings here
thinking how glad I was not to be sat in the Chairman's seat!! So
what on earth made me say, 'yes' when I was invited to take on the
role? I can assure you it is not through any sense of ambition but
rather, through much prayer and soul searching.
I pray that those parts of ministry which make me, me, will
continue and that God will give me the health and energy to fulfil
what I truly feel he has called me to do. It will be a great challenge
to us all, not least to the three churches in my pastoral care, but
already generous people are offering to help in ways which mean
they can use their gifts and graces.
This is a wonderful Circuit, we were reminded at the recent Circuit
weekend with the worship of so many people singing their Songs of
Praise to God and the mission and outreach of More than Gold.
We continue to pray for Huw and warmly welcome Rev Una
McLean to work particularly at Trinity, Grove Hill and Linthorpe
Road. Please pray for the Staff and Leadership Team as we work
together with you and the Holy Spirit to build God's Kingdom here
and in the world around us. And . . . please be patient with me!
With Love, Sue
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Can you remember when you were at school? What was it
like as the summer holidays became shorter and you suddenly
realised there was only a week left? That last week went by
with such speed and before you knew it, you had tried on your
new uniform had your hair cut and it was the night before the
dreaded day.
I clearly remember starting school; Norhtstead Primary School
in Scarborough. I remember being taken with a girl who lived
next door and her mum and seeing someone I had been at
nursery with, and going off to say hello, leaving poor Gillian to
stand and cry as her mum gradually led her in to school. The
first day at Scarborough Boy’s High School also is very clear,
having to wear a uniform for the first time and that smell of new
clothes and new shoes which hurt for a while. I think of how big
it was and all those different teachers. I remember the Headmaster, who looked really ancient, turning off his hearing aid
whilst 650 boys sang the hymn in assembly.
And, I remember my first day at Rye Hills in 1983 as on that day
our eldest son started his school career at Sunnyside Primary
school in Coulby Newham. I was so sad to think he would have
to cope with school when he had enjoyed such a great life for
his first five years
I can’t believe it is 43 years since I began my teaching career
at Stainsby School (now Acklam Grange) how grateful I was for
a wonderful head of department in Derek Hunter, who some of
you will know.
New school years all through my career brought anxiety and
also once the shock of being back at work was over, a great
sense of adventure and new opportunities.
As we start our new Methodist year, what are our thoughts? Do
we have anxiety? Or do we see it as a fresh start with new
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opportunities? How does Rev Una feel? a new Circuit, new
churches, routines, people to try and get to know. What about
Martin? a brand new job, different from being a Circuit
minister, but full of great excitement.
We think of all the children we know, going back to school,
maybe our children and grandchildren. We think of the
children in our churches and we pray for them all in their new
adventures. I guess we should think of the teachers too!!
Life is full of new beginnings, and they can be worrying, but
they can also be a great opportunity to start afresh.
I loved my time as a teacher and of course I still do, maybe
because of that sense of routine, the different aspects of
school life even though I am only there one day per week now.
I love my time in the Methodist church with its routine of new
years. I think as Christians we can look back and praise God
for all the new beginnings he has given us, some great, some
not so great, thank him for the courage to cope and enjoy
those new starts I wish all my fellow Methodists in this Circuit; ‘A
Happy and Blessed New Year!!’ Let’s hope it is one we will
remember with affection and with a great sense of joy and
achievement.

Dave Elliott

A Prayer for Students
Grant O Lord, to all students, to know what is worth knowing, to love
what is worth loving, to praise what delights you most, to value what
is precious in your sight and to reject what is evil in your eyes. Grant
them true discernment to distinguish between different things.
Above all, may they search out and do what is most pleasing to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
By Thomas a Kempis
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Reverend Una McLean
Martyn has asked me to introduce myself
and left me with a totally open field in
writing terms – fatal for someone who
talks as much as I do! What to say and
what to leave to the imagination or for
future reference?!
I was born the second daughter, but an only child, to Angus and
Doreen McLean. Dad was working in Bury but because of
concerns about my Mom I was born in city centre Manchester at
the old St Mary’s hospital – a true Mancunian!
As a child I moved around the country a lot due to Dad’s job. A
recent advertisement on television said that on average people
move 8 times in their life – Middlesbrough will make 23 for me!
I lived in Bury, Hull, Hartlepool and between Rochdale and
Oldham before heading off to train as an Occupational Therapist
in Derby (the three years there involved 7 changes of
accommodation!)
Leaving college I worked in Sheffield, then Manchester, Oldham,
Bury and finally Wakefield leaving my post as Head Paediatric
Occupational Therapist to train as a presbyter in the Methodist
Church in Durham.
I met Colin at work in Oldham when working in mental health –
he was a psychiatric nurse at that time –we have now been married
27 years (yes, I was a child bride!!)
Before we met I had taken on leadership of the local church Youth
Fellowship and eventually Colin and I clocked up some 17½ years
as voluntary youth leaders.
I became a local preacher at the age of 23 (you can guess for your6

selves how long ago that was!) – my final oral examination was
the same day as my driving test – suffice to say I passed both.
Upon leaving Durham I was sent to work in (very) rural Lincolnshire – the top end where there is a little more height to the land –
and spent 6 years there. We then moved to N.E.Wales and I was
there for 8 years before joining you here in Middlesbrough.
It is always sad to say goodbye to people you have come to know
and love and rub along with for a number of years but new places
and new people bring their own joys, surprises and excitements.
Colin and I are looking forward to getting to know people but
please bear with me if I re-name you for a time as I have a nasty
tendency to make a grab at the right name, get it wrong and then
persist in calling people what I thought they were called rather
than their real name – I do eventually sort myself out.
I am looking forward to being back in the North East and Colin is
excited at the prospect of getting to know a new area of the
country. Without saying much more I can add that Patrick – my
furry canine companion – is anticipating great new snuffles and
Pippin – our 18 year old totally deaf cat – is hoping for sunny
spots and lazy days.
As I write we have started to tackle the garage clear out - having
already accomplished a clearance of some bookshelves - and have
already filled three boxes for the local charity shops. We look
forward to being with you in August at some point and getting to
know you all.
This is really a very broad outline of the basics – for more detail
you will have to grasp the mettle and ask!
Every blessing to you all as we start this new phase of life’s
journey together.
Una and Colin McLean – not forgetting Patrick and Pippin.
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Methodist Church
Collection of Modern
Christian Art
Christ writes in the dust - the
woman taken in adultery
Clive Hicks Jenkins (b.1951)

Despite the blues and oranges, it’s a
grey scene, a harsh angular scene the
way the artist has depicted in this
story from John’s gospel. Other
artists down the centuries have
portrayed the woman brought before
Jesus in a sympathetic, attractive or soft light but Hicks-Jenkins shows
her as someone who might easily be found tottering around our city
streets in the early hours following a night on the lash. Her dress is
tight, low cut, revealing. Her too obvious flesh spills out, the pointed
toes of her kitten heels suggest she was “asking for it” whatever it
was. The way her legs are splayed suggests she’s lost her balance.
And she has red hair. She is not modest, devout or in any way respectable. Instead she is the kind of woman the tabloids love to flaunt and
at the same time demonize. The righteous men who have brought her
to Jesus, their muscles bulging through their shirts, hands clenched
holding the stones they are waiting to throw, wear their flat caps with
pride. Short hair, they could be on an EDL march, certain of their
justification. They have her tethered, noose around her neck, the slag!
And yet they’re just in front of us, the viewers of the picture. We’re
behind them looking on. Are we part of their crowd? Do we condemn?
And Jesus? Well he’s looking at them and us. But wait, his body is
contorted, bending, almost mirroring in an empathetic way, the
woman as she is bowed down into vulnerability by the ropes that pull
and bind her. He is barefoot and there is the suggestion of his flesh too
showing through his glasslike clothes. Whereas her hands are tied by
her sin, his are free and he writes in the dust, his pointing finger
echoing God in the Michelangelo Creation on the Sistine Chapel
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ceiling and Genesis 3:19 “For dust you are and to dust you will
return.” Those familiar with the bible will recall from Deuteronomy
that although the finger of God wrote the tablets of stone on which
was written the commandment prohibiting adultery; the son of God,
after he has written will say to the watchers and that includes us,
“Let him who is without sin, cast the first stone.” Christ redeems
rather than condemns this woman, and we are challenged by this
recent commission of the Methodist Collection of Modern Art to
consider where we are in the picture: with the men, judging and ready
to throw stones or with the faceless woman, vulnerable and in need of
mercy?
Ruth Lewis
Clive Hicks Jenkins “Christ writes in the dust - the woman taken in
adultery ” from the Methodist Modern Art
Collection, © TMCP, used with permission.

Pub Quiz,
At The Apple Tree, Marton Manor meet at 8.00pm,
Tuesday 2nd September, Tuesday 7th October and
Tuesday 4th November

Games Night
Saturday 13th September, at 6.30pm venue to be
arranged
For further details on all the events and to express an
Interest in coming along please contact Liz
email liz.milburn@gmail.com or phone
01642 592238/07752 503196.
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Nightstop North East
Nightstop North East provides
emergency accommodation for
homeless young people aged 16-25 years in the homes of
volunteer hosts. In 2013 Nightstop North East volunteer
hosts provided 873 nights of accommodation to those
most in need.
If you are interested in changing a young persons life by
opening up your home for one or two nights or would
simply like more information please contact Nightstop on
(0191) 253 6161 or email nightstopne@depauluk.org

Trinity Methodist Church
Trinity Ramblers invite you to a

COFFEE MORNING

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS
On Saturday 1st November from
10 a.m. to 12 noon
Musical Interludes
by Eric Pearson

Cost £1.50
including drink and mince pie
CAKE STALL, TOMBOLA, BOOKS, CRAFTS

Proceeds to Development Fund
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HOLY LAND
EXPERIENCE
Hello Brothers and Sisters in the Circuit,
I have been asked to write a short
article to tell you that from September to November I am going
to Israel to serve Nazareth. Whilst there I hope to work with
people with mental health difficulties, in the hospital, and use
art work as a means of self expression for them. For some of the
time I will also be dressing up as a person at the time of Jesus
and assisting in the Nazareth village. It’s a place a little like
Beamish but showing people what it was like at the time of
Jesus. There will also be a time for spiritual reflection whilst I
am there.
So if you don’t see my face around in the pulpit and at
meetings for 3 months you will all know where I have gone
and what I am getting up to.
And for those of you who may be considering going on the
pilgrimage in May 2015, don’t worry I’ll be back in plenty of
time to continue on with that venture. If any of you wish to
contact me about it before I go, please give me a ring on 01642
322905 and also Worldwide Christian Travel are always
happy to help and their contact number is 0845 458 8308.
Every Blessing Every One,
Dorothy Pearson
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It is hard to believe that this outreach event which
has taken up so much time, prayer and planning is
now over for another year. However I think the four
of us feel a great sense of joy that ‘More than
Gold’, was such a resounding success. The day
began with rain, but at about 12pm as we were
ready to let Tom Blenkinsop MP open the
proceedings the sun began to shine and that wonderful weather
continued for the rest of the afternoon.
There were crowds of people around the marquee, enjoying the
many charity stalls, the cup cakes and the children’s activities.
What was also very encouraging was the fact that when the
worship sessions were on in the marquee, lots of people came to
listen and join in with the songs.
The ‘Youth for Christ’ choir, over one hundred in number, really
were magnificent. Their singing was beautiful and inspirational
and there were many in the audience who were deeply moved
by this experience, of so many young people passionate about
their faith and their music. A smaller group from the choir went
and sang by the world map in a spontaneous move much
appreciated by all who listened.
We had puppets proclaiming the gospel; we had some great
musicians in the music zone, singing to the people who gathered
outside by the café, also proclaiming their faith.
There was a plentiful supply of sport related activities, and face
painting and the balloon man were a hit with the younger
children.
We feel this year we were more open about the fact this event
was to proclaim the gospel and as a result lots of people came
and listened and joined in.
I am not going to mention names, or I will be in trouble for
missing people out as so many old and new friends put their
hearts and souls in to their part of the event.
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We will never really know the result of our efforts, but we pray
that those already in the church will have had our faith
deepened by that experience, and those who maybe are not
in the faith, or on the periphery, may have felt a sense of
certainty that what they heard can be true for them.
Are we doing it again next year? I think the answer is a very
definite ‘yes’. I said I wouldn’t mention names, but I do want
to say that, as always, it has been a really rewarding
experience working with the organising team again.
If you have comments about the event, maybe ways we can
make it even better next year, please send those comments to
me by the end of September.
Thank you to everyone of you who came along and supported
and those of you who were actively involved.

Dave Elliott, on behalf of Kay Braithwaite, Liz Milburn and
Alan Cockerill

Stainton Methodist Church are holding their
Harvest Festival on 21st September at 4.00pm.
They are breaking with tradition and are requesting
non-perishable items which they will donate to the
Foodbank.
Items can be dropped off on 20th September between
2.00 - 3.00pm at the Church.
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CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY
PROJECT
As promised in the last MEMO below is a timetable
up to January 2015 of items we’ll be collecting to
send the village of Chagunda in Malawi. We plan to
fill a 20’ container in the next 12 months of things
that will be
useful to the people who live there. Our aim is that we help their project
be sustainable, using the theory: ‘If I am hungry, don’t give me a fish;
please give me a fishing rod.’
So, in the following months we’ll be collecting…….
September 2014

Fabric, sewing aids, manual sewing machines

October 2014

Wool, knitting needles, knitting patterns

November 2014

Tools – garden or hand – no electric (saws,
axes, rakes, hammers, spades, screws, nails,
etc)

December 2014

Stationery – pens (no felt tip please), pencils,
paper, exercise books, rulers, set squares,
erasers, pencil sharpeners, etc

January 2015

Blankets

Obviously I don’t expect you to deliver these items to me. I am hoping
that I can arrange for every Church to have a contact and I will arrange
to collect items from Churches or people’s homes. Next time we plan on
collecting things like pots and pans, medical stuff (not medication),
some clothing, footwear – I guess the list is endless! If you have things
that you think will be useful but aren’t sure, just give me a ring (01642882673) and I’d be happy to talk to you about it. Items to be collected
from February onwards will be in the next MEMO.
Thank you so much.
Linda Harkins
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North Tees
Mission to Seafarers
IN THE LAST MEMO WE FEATURED
SOUTH TEES MISSION AND THOUGHT
IT WAS ONLY RIGHT TO INCLUDE THE
NORTH TEES MISSION IN THIS ISSUE

The Mission to Seafarers in partnership with the local community has
had a long historical connection with Hartlepool in expressing
practical Christian love and hospitality to seafarers visiting its docks; its
latest manifestation taking the form of a modest single storey, red-brick
building, garrisoned between large chemical storage containers, metal
pipe work and infrastructure on the North side of the River Tees. Above
it flies a protective Angel, the symbol used in our logo emblazoned flag
inspired by the Revelation to St John in his vision…
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people
(Revelation Ch14 vs6).
The Seafarers Centre is a safe harbour from the storms of isolation,
loneliness, danger and despair that confront seafarers who spend months
living in metal boxes, floating on the most inhospitable environments
known on our planet; thousands of miles separating them from families
and loved ones.
Often known as the ‘Flying Angel’, seafarers look out for the distinctive
logo to lift their spirits as they contemplate the imminent joy of seeing
those they care about, courtesy of the latest technologies provided for at
the Mission to Seafarers Centre. Particularly on cold winter days, they
will appreciate the fact that they can request free transportation from
their ship to the seafarers’ Centre. And upon arrival , if visiting for the
first time, being pleasantly surprised by the warm, relaxed and friendly
environment they enter, where the pressures of their jobs can melt away
and be forgotten for an hour or two. They can enjoy a game of pool,
darts, chess or Wii Nintendo, talk to newly made friends over a beer,
stock up on chocolate bars, buy communication cards and ‘Skype’ with
families and friends.
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The Seafarers Centre for North Tees and Hartlepool enjoys a wellearned reputation for being open every day of the year, including
Christmas, New Year, Easter, and bank holidays; opening from 1100hrs
to 2300hrs on week days and 1500hrs to 2300hrs on weekends and made
only possible by a small core of willing volunteers. Seafarers know they
need only look out for the ‘Flying Angel’ when in need of assistance,
like the Russian crew from a small vessel who spent 3 days at sea with
the body of their Chief Officer who died at sea, wrapped in tarpaulin and
placed in the lifeboat. There was a young Filipino who had his leg
amputated below the knee after a tragic mooring accident, a seafarer who
was grieving the death of his father, unable to go home to the funeral
because his family needed him to carry on earning a wage, a seafarer
who was no longer well enough to finish his contract because of ill
health due to toxic poisoning; just a few examples of seafarers we have
been able to help.
Seafarers are often referred to as the forgotten workforce, because they
are rarely seen and spend most of their lives separate from the rest of
society and yet without their vital contribution, the things which society
depend on would very quickly become in short supply causing it to
swiftly unravel at the seams.
Please spare a prayer for the 1,000,000 plus seafarers around the world,
employed in one of the most dangerous occupations (not to forget the
constant fear of piracy) and for the support work carried out by the
Mission to Seafarers.
If you wish to volunteer at the Seafarers Centre please contact
Aidan Webster on 01642 546424 or email ntees@mtsmail.org .

Mother Love
It was a 102 year old lady who was asked if she
had any worries and replied “Not since I got my
eldest son into an old peoples home”.
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Trouble up North.
Every so often I get the chance to be driven to
some local place of interest. Recently this
involved travelling north from Richmond and
within a few miles we were transported back
two thousand years. We had joined the
ancient Roman road of Dere Street, which led
with arrow-like directness, to the remains of the fort and settlement at
Piercebridge, before it headed on up to Bishop Auckland, Corbridge and
eventually into Scotland.
I couldn’t resist the urge to let my imagination take flight and make links
between what had happened in Piercebridge in the early seventies AD
and what was happening in Palestine at roughly the same time.
The people living between Catterick and Piercebridge were still living in
their round Iron Age, daub and wattle thatched huts when the Roman
cavalry outriders, surveyors and engineers first made their sightings for
the new road in the early 70s AD
The road builder’s predecessors had done the same thing at the opposite
end of the empire in Palestine sixty years before Jesus was born. They
had laid out their roads, built impressive civic structures, introducing
sophisticated engineering and extravagant fashions.
But their presence was bitterly opposed by his fellow countrymen. His
own northern hill village, in the district of Galilee was a hot bed of
fervent nationalism. Even the name ‘Galilean’ was used to describe
something like ‘rebel’ or ‘anarchist’.
It was here in the hills of the north that the underground resistance
movement, the ‘freedom fighters’, plotted to harass and finally drive out
the hated foreign invaders.
They had a brief glimpse of success when Jesus was about twelve. A
small army of resistance fighters attacked the garrison in the local
market town, three and a half miles to the north of Nazareth. They
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over-ran the guards and ransacked the arsenal. Every man got a
weapon, but the army sent reinforcements. They recaptured the town,
burnt it to the ground and sold the people into slavery.
It was a move meant to deter others from any thoughts of letting their
hatred get the better of them. But it left the neighbourhood sore and
seething for years after.
Whatever our image of Jesus we must not ignore that he lived in such
troubled and violent times. Whatever he said or did he had to engage
with these feelings if he was to have any credibility with the people
around him. It was the backcloth against which he lived and died.
His fellow country-mans feelings about the occupation coloured their
expectations of him when he began his public work.
On one occasion a huge crowd stalked him to a remote spot in the hills.
They had witnessed his authority, his remarkable ability to make things
happen, his willingness to confront the authorities and his popularity
among the people. They were desperate for him to join them in the
resistance movement and become leader of the Freedom Fighters. But
when he disappointed their expectations by sending them home, at the
end of the day, still leaderless, many turned their backs on him. Even
some of his loyal followers deserted him. (1)
His inner circle of trusted friends thought of him as a potential strongarm popular leader in the mould of an ancient hero king. They imagined
themselves sharing his power, bringing about a new regime alongside
him, becoming important political figures in a brave new world of
freedom and success. They were confused, crestfallen and disappointed
when he repeatedly silenced such talk. Almost the last thing he said to
them was a rebuke for persisting with such thoughts of insurrection . (2)
His enemies, trying to discredit him in the eyes of both the people and
the occupiers, used the vexed and universal issue of paying the taxes
imposed by the occupying power to challenge his loyalty. (3)
The professional religious leaders, no less hostile to him, used his
willingness to socialise with their hated foreign conquerors and their
collaborators, to malign him. (4)
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At every turn his leadership was challenged by the fact that he was a
citizen of a subject nation.
He was a northerner identified by many with his troublesome fellow
northerners.
Yet he was a free spirit who made his own way through the minefield of
hatred, bigotry and short- sighted nationalism.
(1) John 6v1-15 and v66-68

(2) Mark 9v33 and 10v35. Acts

(3) Mark 12v13-17

(4) Mark 2v15-17

Len Karn

On Saturday 15th November we are holding a Craft Fair at
Normanby Methodist Church 10-12pm. Craft stalls are £6.00
Entry is £1 and includes refreshments.
There is a Tea Dance on 1st December 1-3pm at Normanby
Methodist Church. Entry is £3 which includes refreshments.
The event is run in partnership with Redcar & Cleveland
Older Peoples Forum.
For further information on either contact Anna or Charise
at the scheme office on : 01643 319537.
Our mission is “to improve the quality of life for older people,
inspired by Christian concern.” Society has changed beyond all
recognition since our charity was formed in 1943 but our work
is as relevant as it was then today
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'Church with a difference for
hundreds of people in Middlesbrough &
Eston Circuit, not just on a Sunday
The church is an active, relevant part of the community. This
could be one way to define what the Flame Project is all about. No
longer is Sunday a good time for families to get to church with all
the leisure activities and shopping on offer. People also worry
about walking into church and can have false impressions as to
who Christians are, what they are like. Only recently one English
girl said to me that she was allowed to go into the hall but her mum
had said she was not to go into the church itself.
Jesus didn’t wait for people to come to him (though they did) he
went out and was at work in the community, preaching and healing
the sick. He specifically spent time with individuals to draw them to
God. The story of Zaccheus and the Samaritan woman are just
two examples. Similarly Flame continues to be actively involved in
the Middlesbrough & Eston communities spending time with
individuals and groups sharing God’s love and his word. It is great
to see volunteers from all over the circuit getting involved.
‘Messy church’ is an excellent way of lay people sharing the gospel
with their neighbours. Trinity held its first messy church in April
which was a great success. I was told that the children were
talking about it in the playground the following day at school. Likewise the messy churches at Grove Hill, Normanby and Eston
Grange continue to be well attended and much appreciated. I look
forward to seeing this develop further, perhaps even to consider
messy church baptisms if appropriate or messy church communion. Something to consider as we think of the church as the people
of God adapting to the modern culture of today.
Over half term there was a successful holiday club held at
Linthorpe Road Methodist Church. I look forward to seeing this
develop further.
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The six children’s clubs (four in schools and two in churches)
continue to thrive, as does the chaplaincy work at Newport Primary
School. In addition Ormesby Company Girls Brigade has now
opened. It had its commissioning service at Ormesby Methodist
Church in May and now has two groups N:investigate (4-7 years)
and N:gage (7-11 years) Both groups are full. On the last week of
the summer school term they will have their first awards night for
their badge work. Parents who don’t walk into church will come to
see a display their children have done, to applaud their
achievements and hear something of God’s word..
As I write preparations for summer holiday activities are in full
swing. These include a holiday club at Ormesby and Grove Hill
Methodist Churches. There will also be activities for children
attending MAP over the summer. We are also preparing to
ecumenically organise two 45 minute concerts one at Beechgrove
Primary and one at Newham Bridge Primary School with an
American YFC choir that is coming over for a week. This will be a
chance to share something of the Christian faith through music but
also through drama. Something a bit different.
The ladies cooking group at Grove Hill Methodist Church continues
and after a break for the summer will start again in September. We
look forward to two cookery demonstrations during the summer
holiday period done by Environmental City.
We now have just got a specially hand made wood puppet theatre
which will shortly be decorated. A team of people are going to a
puppet ministry training session in Stockton in July.
Anyone
interested in joining this exciting venture as a different way of
sharing the gospel please contact me.
This gives you a glimpse of the work of FLAME part of the circuit’s
outreach to the local community. My very grateful thanks to all the
volunteers who work so hard and are part of this vital ministry.
God bless,

Hayley Liversidge
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Methodist Women in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British unit of the World
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Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 19th September 2.00pm at Eston Grange (Please note new date)
Speaker: Claire Pitt from the Unicorn Centre - Riding for the Disabled
(The District Project 2014/15)
(Bring & Buy/Holiday Stall).
Thursday 2nd October 2.00pm.
Circuit Network Committee at Marton.
Friday 7th November 2.00pm at Marton
Speaker: Rev Bill Middlemiss Dedication of Sunshine Bags

MWiB Darlington District events
Monday 6th October Autumn District Day at Cockerton
Methodist Church, Darlington. Speaker – Rev Ruth Gee
Coffee served from 10.00am for 11am start.
More details about the day will be available later.
Stalls include Bring &Buy, Fairtrade and Books.
Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided.
ALL ladies are welcome at all these events

Kath Smithies, Circuit Network Secretary

AN EVENING WITH REV DEREK ALDRIDGE
Eston Grange extend a warm welcome on
Friday September 26th at 5pm to an early bird evening 2 course
meal. Cost £8.00
Followed by after dinner speaker Revd Derek Aldridge
giving a talk about ‘humour’.
There will be more information nearer the date regarding choice of
meal menu for those wishing to attend.

Maureen Borley
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Events around the circuit
Saturday 6th September , Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12 noon
Sunday 7th September, Open Air Big Sing at 4.00pm Meldyke
Square, Stainton
Sunday 21st September, Stainton Methodist Church Harvest
Festival 4.00pm. Donations of non-perishable items for the
Foodbank (see p13)
Friday 26th September, An Evening with Rev Derek Aldridge
at Eston Grange (see p22)
Saturday 27th September, Ladies Circle Coffee Morning
10.00am to12 noon at Trinity Methodist Church
Tuesday 30th September, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 4th October, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12 noon
Tuesday 28th October, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 1st November, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12 noon
Saturday 1st November, Trinity Ramblers invite you to their
Countdown to Christmas Coffee Morning (see p 10)
Saturday 15th November, Stainton Methodist Church
Autumn Family Fayre 2.00pm held in Memorial Hall
Tuesday 25th November, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION OF MEMO
Please send all contributions to the Communications
Team by 3rd October 2014
C/O the Circuit office, Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough TS7 0BS
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com
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P R A Y E R
September 7th; At the start of a new
Methodist year, we pray that we may
know God’s will and by the power of
his Spirit deepen our commitment to
him. Pray for Rev Sue Greenwood as
our new Superintendent, for Julia
Leung as she begins her ministry as a
Local Preacher and Nunthorpe.
September 14th; We pray today for
children, young people and teachers
returning to school at the start of a
new year. We think also of students
going away to University. Pray for Rev
Una Mclean as she begins her
ministry amongst us and Grove Hill.
September 21st; We pray today for
our Local Preachers as they continue
their ministry. We pray for Rev Huw
Sperring and Normanby
September 28th; We pray today for
Harvest Festival services, that they
may be times of real thanksgiving to
our Creator God. Pray for Rev
Lawrence Law and the Chinese
Congregations.
October 5th; We pray today for our
various church committees and for
the Circuit meeting, for all those who
make decisions on behalf of our
congregations. Pray for Elaine at the
Circuit Office and for Jackie and staff
at the Linthorpe Road Resource
Centre and for Linthorpe Road.
October 12th; We pray today for all
those people who are ill, both in
body, mind and spirit and for those
who care for them at home or in
hospital. Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden
in her ministry at James Cook
Hospital, and Teesside Hospice.
October 19th; We pray today for all
who work in our churches with
children and young people. Pray 24
for

D I A R Y
Hayley Liversidge and the Flame
project and for Ormesby
October 26th; We pray for those who
are old and infirm and who are
unable to get out and about. We
pray for Rev Len Karn and Eston
Grange
November 2nd; We pray for those
who are homeless, those who are
afraid and those who are persecuted
because of who they are. We pray
for Alisa Adamson and MAP and for
Trinity
November 9th; On this Remembrance
Sunday we pray for all who will feel a
sense of loss as they remember loved
ones who gave their lives for the
good of others in two World Wars
and many other conflicts. We pray
for those men and women who
continue to lay down their lives for
humanity, and we pray for peace.
Pray for Marton
November 16th; We pray today for
the Emergency Services, and those
who care as doctors and nurses and
in other aspects of healing. Pray for
Stainton.
November 23rd; We pray today for a
sense of joy that despite the
difficulties we face, there are good
times and much for us to thank God
for. Pray for Rev Ruth Gee and the
Darlington District.
November 30th; On this first Sunday in
Advent we remember our
responsibility in working for the
coming of God’s Kingdom here in
our communities. We pray for a time
of reflection during this season, as
individuals and in our worship and
study groups.

