P R A Y E R
5TH September. At the start of a
new Methodist year, please pray
for all of us within the circuit that
we may be joined in our common
faith and love of our Lord. Pray for
Rev Martin Ramsden and Grove
Hill.
12th September. Please pray today
for the Circuit meeting and for the
representatives of our churches at
this important meeting. Pray for
Rev Sue Greenwood and
Nunthorpe
19th September. Please pray for
the members of our Circuit
Leadership team as they seek to
formulate policies and plans for
our work in this area. Pray for Rev
Rosemary Nash and Trinity.
26th September. Please pray today
for all Local Preachers, especially
for those in training and for their
trainers. Pray for Rev Huw Sperring
and Normanby
3rd October. Pray today for all
Harvest Festival celebrations that
we might rejoice in all good gifts
around us. Pray for Rev Lawrence
Law
and
the
Chinese
congregations.
10th October. Pray today for all
new to our faith, and for those
who will welcome them and
nurture them. Pray for Deacon
Jane Gibson and Ormesby
17th October. Pray today for all
who are ill in body, mind or spirit
those in hospital and those at
home and for those who care for
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them. Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden

D I A R Y
and Linthorpe Road.
24th October. Pray today for our
work and our relationships with
other denominations in our areas,
that together we may find many
common goals and concerns.
Pray for
Rev Len Karn and
Stainton
31st October. Pray today for all
who work with children and young
people in our areas. Pray for Matt
Conant and Hayley Liversidge
and Eston Grange.
7th November. Pray today for the
various teams working in our
Circuit as they seek to enhance
our discipleship. Pray for Linda
Harkins and Avenue.
14th November. On this
Remembrance Sunday we pray
for peace and for peacemakers
and remember with love and
gratitude all who have given their
lives and continue to make the
ultimate sacrifice in the cause of
peace. Pray for Julie and Elaine in
their important work in our Circuit
Pray for Marton.
21st November. Pray today for the
work of Action for Children and
Live at Home.
28th November. Pray on this first
Sunday in Advent for all of us as
we seek to think again of this
special season of our Christian
year, as we grow in preparation
and expectancy for the coming
of God’s Kingdom. Pray for Rev
Ruth Gee and the Darlington
District.
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CHURCH

When you read this Memo
it will be the start of our new
Methodist year, with all the
excitement of new
challenges and initiatives in
doing God’s work. When
we read through the
articles for this Memo we
were amazed by the
amount of great work
being done in this Circuit.
There are many ways in
which churches are
developing new ideas to
enhance their worship their
outreach and their social
activities.
It is also good to read of
the work of the various
teams around the Circuit
working towards extending
outreach to different
groups in our communities.
It is easy to sit in our own
churches and maybe we
are all guilty of criticising
what is going on, looking
back to ‘better days’
I would suggest that when
you read this Memo you will
2

feel a sense of optimism
and a certainty that the
good days are indeed with
us now and not just a thing
of the past. So a big thank
you to all of you for sharing
your news with us. The next
Memo is the Christmas and
New Year edition, please
send us details of all your
events and news to the
Circuit office by November
5th. We do need help on
collation days and the next
one will be at Nunthorpe at
0930 on November 23rd,
please come along if you
can and you can collect
your Memos at the same
time.
Thank you and Best wishes
from Dave Elliott on behalf
of Jim Neesam and Bill
Teasdale the Editorial
Team.

ADDRESSES

Avenue

The Avenue, Linthorpe TS5 6PA

Eston Grange

Corner of Churchill Road and Fabian Road TS6 9PP

Grove Hill

422 Marton Road TS4 2PT (entrance on Farndale Rd)

Linthorpe Road

54 Borough Road TS1 2JH

Marton

The Grove, Marton TS7 8AB

Normanby

Corner of Cleveland Street and Patten Street TS6 0LW

Nunthorpe

Corner of Connaught Road and Marton Moor Road
TS7 0BP

Ormesby

Corner of Pritchett Road and High Street, Ormesby
TS3 0NQ

Stainton

Meldyke Lane TS8 9AU

Trinity

Stainsby Road, off Acklam Road TS5 4JS
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The Superintendent’s Letter

lunch out?
The arrangements could be sorted later, but we need to know
if there are people who would like to be a part of such a group.
It is not intended to be something which
‘ s hould ’ , and there may not be a call for
it, but it is something I have been thinking
about since I have spent Sundays alone, and wonder if others
( 2 89481 ) or email me

interested give me a ring

( j.b.chapman@virginmedia.com )

before the end of September, and we will see what we can
sort out.
Julie Chapman

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION
OF MEMO

All material should be with the Circuit Office (or the
Editors) by 5th November

COLLATION OF MEMO

Will take place at the Circuit Office on
23rd November from 9.30 am.
Come along and help refreshments provided, good conversations
had! Thank you.
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Perhaps it‟s a sign that I am getting older, but doesn‟t time seem to be flying
past!
Here we are at the start of another Connexional year, ready to embrace all
the joys and challenges that this year will undoubtedly bring. It‟s a time of
new beginnings and fresh starts, and not just for the churches, but for many
of our people too.

people go to because they feel they

feel the same? If you might be

Dear Friends,

Some of our children may be starting school and as parents we have to “let
them go” Some will be returning to school, but face the prospect of getting
to know a different teacher. Others will be moving to a new school and
feeling a mixture of excitement and apprehension. Big changes in young
lives. Several of our young people are setting off to university and a new
adventure in life, whilst their parents come to terms with a quiet house!
It‟s also a time of change for many people in their working lives, for some
this year brings the journey to retirement whilst others are unsure what the
future brings.
My point? Well it‟s this. Change, moving on, new experiences are a part of
life that we cannot avoid, even though most of us would prefer to (me
included). Things never stay the same no matter how much we wish it may
be so. But throughout all of these changes, the love of God remains constant
and sure – and his promise remains the same “I am with you”. Whatever is
happening in our lives God‟s answer to all of our questions is constant
“I AM WITH YOU”
I have recently come across a wonderful song from an album by the
Christian singer Robin Mark and it‟s called “All is well”. Here are a few of
the words of the song which I offer to you, to encourage you in the year that
is to come.
Every Blessing: Rosemary.
All is well with my soul
He is God in control
I know not all His plans
But I know I'm in His hands.
All Is Well, Johnny Parks and Claire Hamilton Â© 2009 Integrity Worship Music/
ASCAP
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NORMANBY
Once again we send Greetings from Normanby and hope
you have all enjoyed the summer months whether
sweltering in the heat or rusting in the rain!.
Our monthly coffee mornings continue to flourish though
this last quarter we have held various ones for other
causes.
The Hospice, Action for Children, The Gardening Club
Produce Show and Ova the Rainbow.
Our World Cup games evening was enjoyed by
all who attended as was the "Play your Card
Right" evening. At both of these we welcomed
friends from other churches. Thanks to all who
organised and attended these social evenings.
Many times we tell of the events in each of our
churches but this year we held something rather special
when we joined with the Circuit to enjoy a Fun Day at
Stewart Park. Thanks to Fresh Expressions and the
committee from the various churches who planned and
organised this event. It was a fabulous day, even the
weather co-operated! It showed what we can do when we
work with and for one another - a truly Church Family
celebration.
On 17th July, our History Group once again attracted many
people who came to reminisce over past times at
Normanby, enjoying a nostalgic free bus ride in a 1949
United bus which took us from Normanby up to Eston
Square and back to Ormesby roundabout (part of the 63
route) and people thronged the street to watch the Dakota
fly over our church. We met up with many old friends there,
it was almost a Youth Club Reunion! Thanks to our
Property Steward, Tom Towers, and the History group who
worked hard to arrange all this.
We joined with friends from Ormesby and Eston Grange for
our annual Church Outing on Sunday 18.7.10, this time
treading the cobbles of Haworth before travelling on to
Deacon Jane's Home church at Lepton where we were fed
both physically and spiritually.
4

‘Family Sunday Lunch’
Many people will, like me, remember when Sunday was set
aside as a special day, and Sunday lunch was
a time for the whole family to sit down together and eat a roast dinner. Some people
still follow that tradition – joint in the oven and veg prepared
before church, then home after the service to a lovely smell,
in time to set the table and all sit down together.
But this is not an article about nostalgia – “ i f
only it was still like it used to be ” ! Rather that I
wonder if there are people around the Circuit
who still set Sunday aside as a special day, but
don ’ t have anyone to sit down for Sunday lunch with, and
either eat it alone, or, like me, don ’ t even bother to cook it?
We often talk about the ‘ C hurch Family ’ – and that
doesn ’ t just mean our individual church. As a Circuit we are
a family, so are there people who would like to have
occasional Sunday lunches with other members of that
family? Perhaps we could split into groups of about 4 people
each month, and one person cook for the other 3 – then the
next month make up a different group of 4, and a different
person cook? We could arrange the groups so transport
can be sorted, and perhaps occasionally all meet together for

29

Property and Policies Team August 2010
Property Matters
We have obtained a report from a specialist company on improving
the thermal values and reducing heat loss on the manses. This has
identified where the levels of roof and cavity wall insulation could be
improved and this work is being carried out.
Regular maintenance continues to the manses including obtaining
landlord certificates for the gas installations and servicing of the
intruder alarms.
The committee continues to advise on property issues in the churches
and will soon issue a list of contractors recommended by church
property stewards.
The annual property schedules have been issued to the churches for
completion during the summer and the finance schedules for
completion after 31st August 2010

At the time of writing, we are looking forward to the Holiday Club
event "Come to the Circus".
A warm invitation is issued to you to come and enjoy an evening of
fellowship, good food. fun and a ride on the Great North Yorkshire
Railway on 17th September 2010 at 7.00pm.
Our Harvest services will be led by Rev Alan Stears,
and followed by a Harvest Supper where we will be
inspired and entertained by the Salvation Army ladies.
We will welcome back old friends during October and
November ; Alison Stacey Chapman for our Overseas Missions
Sunday; Rev Kathryn Stephens to lead our Church Anniversary
services in November and Mrs Mollie Locke will help us celebrate the
50th anniversary of the Wives Club at the Wives Weekend.
Then during Advent we will prepare to welcome our Lord into the
stable at Bethlehem; Though there was no room for Him at the Inn, I
know that we will have room for Him in our hearts, not only at
Christmas but always and everywhere.
As Tiny Tim says in "A Christmas Carol"
"God bless us, every one!"

Policies
Members of the Circuit Young Peoples Working group have been
e-mailed a copy of Worth Doing Well. The booklet provides advice
and guidance on numerous issues including forms and policies for
use in the churches. To make it user friendly, bullet points from the
booklet are to be distributed throughout the Circuit.
The team are also looking at producing a summary of the data
protection act for use by the churches.
The Methodist Church website has numerous documents and advice
which churches can access on http://www.methodist.org.uk/
If anyone requires any advice, please contact Bernard Nixon on
814659 or bernard.nixon@ntlworld.com
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Celia Shires

GROVE HILL
As Martin`s sabbatical is in it`s final stages, we hope he has
accomplished all he wanted to, and we realise how many things have
happened in his absence.
On June 13th after the morning service we joined in the
marriage of one of our church members Angela
Beadnall to Christopher Wall. A lovely church family
occasion, conducted by the Rev. Rosemary Nash.
July 9th saw us with an overflowing church building for the
funeral service of one of our dedicated church members Peter Darby.
I myself have only known him for about 12 years—but many at
Grove Hill have known him since his youth. A lovely man, very
sincere in his Christian living. He is now at rest after battling with
cancer for 2 years and is reunited with his young son Andrew who
died many years ago.
5

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES - CONTINUED
Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Anne, daughter Jane and
her family. Her two grand-daughters Emma and Becky are very
active in church, and we want them all to know we will give them all
the support we can in the days to come.
Peter wished for family flowers only-with donations to our
Development Fund instead. At the moment this looks like reaching
£1,000 What more can I say! Our thanks go to Dave Elliott who
conducted a wonderful service.
July 28th was certainly another day to remember! Our church,
together with Erimus Housing, Middlesbrough Council, and
Beechwood Community Council, organised a Fun Day in our
premises.
It certainly was one of our best community events with (HONESTLY!)
hundreds of people partaking of the bouncy castle, climbing wall, and
face painting to name just a few things. There were quite a few stalls,
and indoors entertainment was provided by Irish dancers and a
magician.
Bacon butties and hot dogs were served at remarkably
reasonable prices.
We really opened our doors to the local community—and they
responded.
At the end of the day, tired but happy we realised our share of the
profit was £702 for our Development Fund. Following this “Practice
run” next July`s similar event will be even better.
We are pleased to welcome the Lutheran church into our building for
a service once a month.
Our fund-raising goes on, and it is encouraging once a month to be
told how well we are doing.
Stockton Male Voice Choir will be performing here on
Saturday October 9th at 7pm. Tickets cost £3 (including
light refreshments) and will be available from Dave
Elliott.
6

war?” l had to confess that l was younger than
they were when it started, so l took no active
part in it. But l did have vivid childhood
memories of some of the events and their
effect. That also was a spur to start writing
some of it down.
Early memories are coloured by the 'wide- eyed, soaking up
of the sights, sounds and smells by the pristine receptors of
childhood senses new to the unfolding world around them.
The impressions made are often vivid and indelible, and for
many of us unrepeatable. Sadly as we grow up the senses
often become dulled by familiarity, over-exposure or
caution.
For that reason revisiting childhood scenes can often be
disappointing, even if changes have not taken place, to
distort what we see from what we remember.
When my eldest daughter, Ruth was a little girl she woke
up one morning to tell us that she had been looking at
pictures on her pillow. Her way of saying that she had been
dreaming.
Reminiscences are rather like dreams. They often float up
into consciousness or break the surface with some energy
when triggered by something our senses bring to our
attention. The fragment of a song - a particular smell - an
object an image. They take us back to a world which
because it is couched in memory, is now more dream-like
than real.
So „Pictures on my Pillow‟ is a
description of what is now an inner
world of dream-like memories some of
which will see the light of day in the
months to come.

Len Karn
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Pictures on my Pillow.
I have never kept a regular diary. I wish I
had. But in 2002 I decided to write down what
I could remember of my own story; l relied on
my memory, on conversations with childhood
friends including my sister and on scraps of
paper and diaries that contained jottings, observations and
reflections.
l had some old letters and the inevitable faded photographs.
Some inscriptions on school prizes and the like.
What prompted me to pull it all together and add my
contemporary reflections was a combination of things.
My late uncle Harry had completed a book of childhood
reminiscences in his ninety-first year. Some of it covered
bits of my own story and we explored many facets of it in
regular conversations during the last seventeen years of his
life.
l wanted to continue the story he had begun.
l also wanted to start earlier than he had whilst
contemporaries were still alive and memories, theirs and
mine, were still functioning. As it was l missed the
availability of my own parents who had already died before l
felt the urge to begin. And early on in the process one of my
childhood friends, a couple of years younger than l, also
died.
There is too, a vague sense of exploring what a friend
recently described as the „anchor‟ influences from which our
characters have developed. So it is also about „meaning‟.
Why l am the person l have become.
During May 2002 whilst visiting two of my grandchildren l
discovered they were doing a school project on World War I.
“Grandad” l was asked. “What were you doing during the
26

The Ladies Fellowship is organising a concert on
Wednesday November 3rd with entertainment by South Bank
Brass Band.
There will be tea and biscuits available, and tickets priced
£3 will be available from Joan Bennison, Denise Gibson and
myself.
As usual we plan to hold an Autumn Fair on November 13th
11am-2.00pm.
P.S. Once again we will be participating in the Evening Gazette‟s Wish
Token collection programme starting in September, if you have any
spare tokens please send them to myself.
Cynthia Brennan

NUNTHOPRE
Worship Leaders
The Nunthorpe worship leaders conducted their last service. Although
down to three members in recent years, following Ruth‟s calling to
become a local preacher and Olive‟s retirement, Dorothy, Hazel and
Mavis have now, after much discussion, prayer and reflection, decided
they wish to relinquish responsibility for complete church
services. However, each is willing to continue as a Worship Leader in
a supporting role.
All the church family give thanks for their ministry, inspirational
services and invaluable contribution over the last eight years.
Scratch Messiah
In connection with our Golden Year 2011 Celebrations, we are
arranging a "scratch" Messiah in our church on Saturday 26th March
2011. Scratch in this case means an unrehearsed
performance for the enjoyment of the performers.
Anyone who enjoys singing and who has sung this
magnificent work by Handel before is welcome. The
conductor will be John Forsyth currently conductor of
the renowned Tees Valley Youth Choir and the
Cleveland Philharmonic Choir. A small orchestra lead by
Christopher Haigh will accompany the singers. As this
cannot happen without a large number of singers especially
men, we will be dependent on members of other choirs in the area to
support us.
7

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES - CONTINUED
One of the reasons for this early notification is to make sure all the
choral groups in the area "claim" the date. We would ask that anyone
in the circuit who has connections with other choirs and choral
groups to make the date known amongst their members. It promises
to be an exciting event.
Further details from Beryl Lindley (Tel 01642-714224)

John Parratt

We are planning an „Open Night‟ soon, so look out for the date if you
would like to come down to see what goes on – no obligation, but you
might want to volunteer!
We are in the process of setting up a more rigorous Management Committee, so if you feel you have something to offer to that, please get in
touch. If you are out in town at night and you see an Angel, go and have
a word with them! If you use Facebook, join the Boro Angels group!
And for those who don‟t go into town at night, and don‟t use Facebook,
please pray for the Project.

LINTHORPE ROAD
We have held several fund raising and social events in the past few
months. The Mosaic choir presented An Evening of Song on
Saturday, July 10th which was well received by a good attendance of
people. Thanks to the friends from around the circuit who gave their
support.

AT STAINTON

st

On July 31 we had our annual Afternoon Tea at the home of Shirley
Harrison which, as always, was most enjoyable. Thanks to Shirley
and the committee of people who arrange the Fund Raising and
Social Events programme.
On Monday 6th September at 2pm we are holding a Social Event with
Afternoon Tea to celebrate the Methodist New Year.
Our Christmas Adventure is arranged for Saturday 4th December
2010 at 11am to1pm. Further information can be obtained from
Shirley Teasdale Tel. 01642 885880.
Our thanks go to Rev Rosemary Nash who has assisted in „looking
after the shop‟ whilst Rev Martin Ramsden has been on sabbatical.
Our Thursday Service 12.10pm to 12.30pm continues week by week
and we thank all who come along and give of their time and talents in
conducting this time of worship. If you are in town on a Thursday
morning please call in to see us we would be delighted to see you.
To all the friends around the circuit and beyond we hope you all have
had a lovely summer. Best wishes and may God Bless you in all of
your endeavours.
8

Bill Teasdale

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!

O

ver 100 people did exactly that on the afternoon of
Sunday, August 8th. Our prayers were answered and
it didn‟t rain as we gathered together outside the Memorial
Hall. Our minister, Sue welcomed all the villagers and
many friends from churches around the circuit who had
come to join us. I am sure there were also a few other
people who were listening through open windows. It was
a wonderful celebration made more momentous by the 12
members of Lockwood Brass, who played so brilliantly the
ten hymns we sang, and to who we say a big thank you.
After the service there was a welcome cup of tea or coffee
in the hall and judging by all the singing I think everyone
was ready for it. Lets hope we can repeat such a joyous
event sometime in the future.
CLAIRE TATE
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Boro Angels
The Boro Angels have now been operating for 7 months, and are going
from strength to strength! They now have a base on Corporation Road,
where they can take people back for a drink, somewhere safe to sit, and
someone to talk to. The number of volunteers is growing – mainly from
the churches, but also from other faiths or none, but we still only have 1
Methodist (and it‟s not me!).
And what have they done? Here are a few examples:
Phoned parents (from as far away as Ferryhill!) on
behalf of young people who are in distress, or have no
money to get home;
Dealt with people who are so ill from drinking that the taxis won‟t
take them, but not ill enough for an ambulance to take them;
Provided countless pairs of flip-flops to women who can‟t walk in
their shoes at the end of the night and are walking barefoot;
Picked up glass and bottles from pavements and roads;
Handed out lollies – it creates a friendly atmosphere and helps to
diffuse potentially stormy situations;
Radioed the paramedics to deal with various
incidents, or alerted the police when necessary;
Provided „space blankets‟ for warmth;
Dealt with minor cuts and grazes where appropriate.
In a nutshell, the Angels deal with situations which do not require the
police or paramedics, and they are now being called by door-staff and
the police if there is something which they could help with. In the 7
months, they have not had to deal with any aggression or abuse aimed at
them – they have been warmly welcomed.
You may think that the Town Centre should not be as it is on Friday or
Saturday nights, that people should not be drinking so much, or that this
sort of service should be provided by the police or Local Council. I
don‟t intend to go into that here, but we are all now aware of the „Big
Society‟ Agenda of the new Government, although we have yet to see
how it will work out in practice. But it seems to me that Boro Angels is
one example of the „Big Society‟ in practice.
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ESTON GRANGE

The Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 10th October,
9.30am and 6.15pm. Mr & Mrs Bob Rogers of Guisborough will be the preachers. This year we are having a Harvest Tea at 4.00pm.
On Sunday 28th November at 4.00pm the Women's Wednesday
Club are presenting Roger Jones‟s Musical „A Grain of Mustard
Seed‟.
Stewards

„THE YOUNG FISHERS‟
„The Young Fishers‟ is a novel about four young

people who live in the first century A.D. and who
witness the events of Easter and
Pentecost, which brings them to faith in Jesus
Christ. The character of Mark is based on John Mark, whose mother
owned the Upper Room in Jerusalem, and who is believed to be the
author of the
Gospel. Rhoda is the maid who lived there, Daniel and Izzy are
fictitious characters who have become very real to me as the story
developed. I have tried to remain true to the accounts in the Gospels
and Acts of the Apostles while still using my imagination to describe
what might have happened to the people who appear only once in the
Bible text.
I wrote the book primarily for the teenage market because it troubles
me that many young people seem to be missing out on Christian
teaching. Friends who have read it assure me it is suitable for older
readers who don‟t want a heavy theological book. I hope this lighter
reading will help people to understand a little more of the faith which
the Early Church proclaimed in a time of great danger.
If you want more information contact Marion on 01642 314404 or
marionmarshall@ntlworld.com
9

PETER DARBY.
I am sad to have to record the death of a very dear friend of mine and of Grove Hill
Methodist church.

O

kay, so we’ve changed our name a few times, but the main reason
was to stop people thinking they were too old, or too young to
join us. We didn’t want the group to sound too church like, but more
inclusive. Reports from around the circuit say that some individual
churches don’t have anyone who would be interested in our group.
What we would like to say is that we really try and do something for
everyone and we do mean EVERYONE!
The main idea of the group is to have fun and fellowship together, but
not in a Church building. We have welcomed people into our group that
have never set foot in a Church before, and they come regularly, sharing their exciting news or problems and concerns. How many churches
can say they have done that?
Perhaps we need to think carefully about that point. Recently the
Circuit had a consultation morning, regarding the involvement of young
people in our Churches, because we need to face the fact that we are
not attracting younger people into our Churches.
The regular group members want to welcome new people to come along.
We’re not really sure why people don’t seem to join us. We really have
a great time when we get together.
Our regular members are aged between 3 and 69. They are: Alice 8,
Katie 12, Liz 41, Brian 40, Jack 3, Huw 45, Helen 17, Ian 49, Keith 39,
Brian 58, Jayne 48, Margaret 48, Brenda 69, Joy 50, Peter 53, Andrew
8, Richard 12, Bev 51, Kev 44, Adel 27 and Matty23.
So that’s a pretty wide age ranging group (and yes they all agreed to
have their ages included!)
The say laughter is the best remedy and we really do laugh. We are all
from different churches around the circuit and some people might only
come to the occasional event, others come to everything! We have fun,
lots or fun, great friendship and more importantly we support each
other when we have problems.

10

Peter died after a long illness last month. He was brave throughout and his strong
faith helped him and was an inspiration to his family and to his friends.
Peter was a life long Methodist, starting out at Linthorpe Road, but soon joining
Grove Hill where at the age of fifteen he was enrolled as a trainee Sunday School
teacher. He also ran a Senior Youth Club for a number of years. He continued to
serve the Sunday School faithfully right up to the end of his life. I was privileged to
work with him for many years and he was truly inspirational in his teaching and his
love of his Lord, which he passed on to generations of children. Peter worked long
hours firstly with his own removal business and then with his taxi business, but he
rarely missed a Sunday and if he did it was because of family holidays.
He knew his Bible and his wonderful way of telling stories gained the interest of
young and not so young through his input to Sunday worship and to the Family
Services. He was always concerned when children had not been to church for a
while and he would make a point of calling at their homes to show they were
missed.
In his life Peter witnessed to his faith, he would keep the Palm Cross on the dash
board of his taxi and this would attract all kinds of comments and would encourage
all kinds of conversations.
He was also a special friend over thirty some years and this is a very special gift I
have been lucky to have.
Peter‟s grand daughters continue to be regular members of our Sunday School and
this was a cause of great joy and pride to him.
Please remember his widow Anne and daughter Jane, his
granddaughters and his family, in your prayers.
Dave Elliott

REV FRANK HOWATT
It is with regret that we have to inform you of the death of Rev Frank Howatt on
3rd August 2010. He was a supernumerary in the Lanchester Circuit and had been
based at Witton Gilbert.
Frank was stationed in this circuit during the 1990s with responsibility for Grove
Hill and Central churches. Please remember in your prayers his wife Maureen, son
Stephen, and his now very elderly mother. Many people will recall the Maundy
Thursday services and the May Day Open Air services at Gribdale that several
churches shared in and led by Frank.
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HAVE TAXI: WILL TRAVEL
On an extremely hot and sunny day four of us from Normanby and two
from Eston Grange accompanied our Minister Rev Huw Sperring to
Southampton to support Rev Lawrence Law at his ordination.
Oggy's Taxis supplied our transport, with a very obliging
driver, Colin ( or Oggy).
We were welcomed and shown into a lovely church, fairly cool at that time;
Some of us wondered if it had been an Anglican Church at one time, but
evidently it was built 80 years ago for this congregation of over 200 people,
St James' Methodist Church at which our own John Sigsworth was
Minister between 1990-2000!(John went into the Ministry from Normanby
Church.)
People soon filled up the pews, and some of us saw folks we knew from the
past; the Chair of our District, Rev Ruth Gee, sat behind us, and Rev Martin
Ramsden joined us in our pew. As the place filled, the heat began to build
up, but the local church had provided bottles of water at various places for
our use.
There were 5 ordinands, a Zimbabwean woman, our
Chinese Colleague Lawrence, and three others. The
service was, as usual, very moving, with an inspiring
sermon from Ms Ruby Beech, an ex-Vice President of
Conference, and Rev Martyn Atkins, an ex-President of Conference led the
service.
When we came to the response. "They are worthy" we may have rattled the
rafters, but at least the roof stayed on. We all shared in communion, I took
mine from a member of the Irish Methodist Church and someone who
looked to be Chinese. At the end of the service, a group of Zimbabweans
sang and danced in praise of Jesus.
Thanks to Keith Johnson who organised the trip and to Oggy's Taxis for a
safe journey.
We pray that God will bless Rev Lawrence Law and his ministry to the
Chinese Congregations here and in Newcastle.
Celia Shires
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We urge you to give us a try, whether it is for one of our trips out,
the bible studies or the pub quiz which we enjoy participating in.
Mostly we will end up somewhere to eat together. Jesus shared food
with friends; we like to do the same.
Liz (on behalf of the Fresh Expressions group)

FRESH EXPRESSIONS DIARY
Bible Studies
Wednesday 15th September,
20th October & 17th November
24 Cleveland Close,
Ormesby at 8.00pm
contact Huw

Pub Quiz
General Knowledge
The Apple Tree, Marton Manor
7th September, 5th October
2nd November & 7th December

Ten Pin Bowling &
Frankie and
Benny‟s
Saturday
13th November at 6.00pm
Numbers to Jayne by
25th October

Planning Meeting
Liz & Brian‟s House
Monday 15th November, 8.00pm

Christmas Party Night

Fireworks Party
At Jayne and Ian‟s
Saturday 6th November, 6.00pm
Cost 2.50 adults and
£1.50 Children
Fireworks, food and drinks
Provided

Blue Bell Hotel, Acklam
Friday 3rd December
Numbers to Liz by
15th September

Contact Details
Events: Liz Milburn on 01642 592238 or 07752 503196
liz.milburn@gmail.com
Ian & Jayne Brady on 01642 657260 brady.mail@ntlworld.com
Jayne 01642 657260
Bible Studies: Rev Huw Sperring 01642 515522
huw.sperring@btinternet.com
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Circuit Family Fun Day at Stewart Park
Our prayers were answered on Saturday 3rd July as the sun shone
brightly. The organising committee assembled just after lunch to
set up gazebos, stalls and games ready for a 2pm start.
Ian Swales, MP, opened the proceedings, as families congregated
in anticipation of what was to come.
The fancy dress competition was judged by the
MP and a winner and runner up selected for the
adults and the children‟s entries. Steven
Ashcroft, Magician and Entertainer worked his
socks off performing 3 punch and Judy shows,
walkabout magic and balloon modelling. At one point about 150
children were counted watching the Punch and Judy show. Some
children were so captivated they sat watching all afternoon.
Kay Braithwaite organised fantastic traditional sports day games
from egg and spoon race, three legged races and many more for
ALL ages.
Myself and Julie O‟Key transformed over 60
children into princesses, butterflies, superheroes
and tigers. We never stopped!
People of all ages enjoyed knocking cans down on the stall run by
Celia Shires and Joan Sivills, earning a lolly for their efforts
The bouncy castle, from Boro Bounce, bounced all afternoon – no
pause for breath!
Dave Elliott MC‟d the event superbly and the rest of the
organising committee helped to marshal the event,
ensuring that people were informed of who we
were and why we were holding the event, as well
as running about and ensuring that lost children
were re-united with their parents. People could
not believe that the whole event was free!
12

the ultimate challenge on Saturday afternoons – someone to
beat Anwar at table tennis – he‟s our reigning champion and
is desperate for someone to give him a real game – perhaps
you could help out there!!
We‟re in the middle of our „summer programme as I write
this with a trip planned to Scarborough on 18th August. The best thing to
happen then will be a day without rain – I‟ll let you know next time what
happened! We‟re also planning a summer BBQ at Avenue and
some magicians coming along to entertain us on another day –
maybe we‟ll combine the two. And also by the time you‟re
reading this Hayley will have been along and done some
exciting things with the children.
So you see life is very busy. As ever the invitation is there for YOU to come
along and see what happens and even join in some time. We still don‟t have
many visitors who come along and actually see the work in action – not sure
why that is really. But the invite is there. As I said earlier, all of our
volunteers would say their lives have been enriched in some way by the
things they‟ve experienced since being a part of MAP – perhaps yours could
be too!
Linda Harkins

Methodist Women in Britain
Bringing women together
to know Christ and make him known
Encouraging, equipping and enabling them
to serve God in the Church, the community and the world
Connecting women in Britain with Christian women worldwide.
Following the item in the last edition of MEMO,
more details are as follows.
For more information or to join our free mailing list contact:
Margaret Williams, MWiB Administrator
By post: PO Box 9298, Loughborough LE11 9FY
By email: admin@mwib.org.uk
By telephone: 01509 828 020
(Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9.00am-1.00pm.)
Website: www.mwib.org.uk
Kath Smithies, Circuit Network Secretary
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METHODIST ASYLUM PROJECT (MAP)
MIDDLESBROUGH – UPDATE
I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of you who support our
project, whether it has been by donating items of clothing or household
goods or furniture, or holding our project in prayer. Of course my sincere
thanks go out to my dedicated team of volunteers who come faithfully each
week and help out with all the jobs that need doing and all would say that
over the time their lives have been the better for that feeling of doing something positive to help others.
The project continues to maintain 4 drop-ins, all of them valuable in their
own way. Avenue on a Wednesday still attracts the highest number – despite the changes in voucher exchanges, there are still in excess of 70 people
coming each week. And despite the recession there is always a mammoth
pile of „stuff‟ to sort and all credit to the team who tirelessly (well almost!)
battle through it each week! At Ormesby on Thursdays the numbers have
been much lower but the warmth of the welcome there has been outstanding, due in the main to 3 special ladies! However, as we are not hitting
our target group there, in September we are moving the Thursday drop-in to
Charlbury Road community centre in Pallister Park, the heart of one of the
estates (first time there‟s been a Methodist presence there for quite some
time!) The time is changing too – we‟ll be open from 9.30 till 11.30, and
I‟m delighted to say that Ormesby‟s volunteers are coming along too.
The Friday morning „Come and Chat‟ at Linthorpe Road, which started in
January, is going from strength to strength. We provide a place for people to
come along and practice their English, and we provide lunch at the end.
We‟re experiencing some real culinary delights, tasting foods
from different cultures and our own. And real friendships are
developing too which is fantastic – last week an Iraqi man
made a cup of tea for a Iranian lady – that just would not
happen in most circles. The atmosphere on Fridays is special
and thanks to all those who make it happen.
On Saturday afternoons we open Avenue for a Games Afternoon, giving
mainly adults an opportunity to play pool and table tennis without the obstacles that are there on a Wednesday. Our numbers there have dropped a bit
lately but we‟ve been competing with the World Cup, sunny afternoons and
holidays. We‟ve had a break throughout August but hopefully in September
our numbers will begin to increase again. We‟re always looking for the
20

The day ended with a game of tug of war – I don‟t
think I‟ve ever seen so many people running to take
part.
So thanks to all involved, it was a superb day, we
picnicked together in the sunshine, whilst enjoying all the fun.
The committee worked hard in the lead up. I know I‟ve not named
them all here, but they know who they are and everyone should be
congratulated, it was a superb day. We are already thinking about
next year. So look out for information and get yourself involved,
there really was something for everyone.
Liz Millburn, on behalf of everyone involved in the Circuit
Family Fun Day.

Families Outreach News
The families outreach work continues to go well. The five children's
clubs continue to thrive and be well received as is the choir at Newport
Primary. It was a pleasure to welcome Abingdon Primary School Steel
Band again to perform at Linthorpe Road Methodist Church.
Recently it was a pleasure to take a minibus full of children
from Quest Club (Grove Hill Methodist Church's youth club)
ten pin bowling at Hollywood Bowl. We all had fun.
Equally it is great to have the opportunity to run children's
activities for MAP during the summer holidays.
One particularly important piece of information is that as agreed by the
circuit meeting in May my role will be changing slightly. My job title is
now Circuit Families Outreach Enabler. This means that I will no longer
be particularly based at two churches. Rather I will be looking to see
what families outreach work goes on in the circuit as a whole and asking
the churches how I can assist them looking at their current ministry and
helping them to start new projects. For example it may be the case that a
Church would like to start a monthly special Family service during the
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week called Messy Church. This involves arts and crafts
activities that parents engage in with their children, followed
by a twenty minute lively time of worship finishing with
everybody having a simple meal together. I could come in ,
guide them in what training was available and help them in
practical ways.
This change of role will inevitably be worked out gradually with careful
and prayerful consideration of what is achievable in discussion with the
churches and my management support committee. More news on this in
future articles.
Finally my sincere thanks to all the volunteers who put so much hard
work into this ministry and to the management support committee for
their valuable input and effort. Without them none of this could happen.
God bless
Hayley

CIRCUIT DIARY
There is a sense in which Rev Martin Ramsden is trying
very hard to make us more aware of our nature as a
Circuit, and not jus individual churches. I do agree
with his philosophy and in the past there have been different groups
trying to bring about Circuit events.
One obstacle to the life of churches and the Circuit seems to be the
clash of dates and events. This is an issue the Circuit Communication
team have sought to address, and thanks to the skill of David
Everitt we may have gone same way to solving the problem.

DARLINGTON DISTRICT NETWORK
Project News
The 2009/10 Project, The Albania Project, ended on August 31st, and
details of the amount raised will be in the next edition of MEMO.
The New Project for 2010/2011 will be the Yatton House Society in
Great Ayton.
Yatton House offers a voluntary day service for individuals with a
disability. It was developed in 1976 from a youth club in Great Ayton
dedicated to the physically and mentally disabled and in 1981 Yatton
House Society was born. Next year it will celebrate its 30th year.
Yatton House provides a safe, warm and welcoming environment to
ensure that members can develop, learn and grow with a wealth of experience both in house and in the community.
There are a number of in house activities including a Printing Service,
Lunch Club, Hand made goods, and Thursday is communications day
when Makaton (signing) is learned. Outside visits to various places of
interest happen when appropriate, including swimming, shopping,
walking and eating!
For many years now Yatton House Members and Volunteers have been
responsible for the distribution of the Network magazine, “MAGNET”.
However, like Network itself, changes have happened and “MAGNET”
is now an independent charitable organisation where changes have been
considered necessary, one of which is the method of “MAGNET” distribution, which has resulted in a loss of income for Yatton House.

David has put a Circuit Diary on the Circuit website. If you are
planning an event, please look at the diary and if possible please try
to avoid using a date already in use for a Circuit event. If you are
planning an event to which you hope members of the Circuit will
come, then please contact David and ask him to put it in the diary.

We hope that by adopting Yatton House as the District Project for
2010/2011 we will be doing our best to help them. If you would like
someone to come to talk to your Group or even arrange a visit, please
contact the Manager, Wendy Richardson. Tel No. 01642 722380
Email: yattonhouse@yattonhouse.demon.co.uk

Thanks very much
Dave Elliott on behalf of the Circuit Communications Team

Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary
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NETWORK
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 24th September 2.00pm Avenue
Speaker: Mrs Sylvia Ash “ The Albania Project”
(Bring & Buy/Holiday Stall)
Thursday 14th October 2.00pm
Circuit Network Committee at Avenue Methodist Church.
Please note change of date.
Friday 5th November 2.00pm Nunthorpe
Speaker: Mrs Mollie Locke
(Dedication of Sunshine Bags)

District Network Events
Thursday 7th October.
Autumn District Day at Crook Methodist/URC Church.
Coffee 10.00am for 10.30am meeting.
Afternoon commences at 2pm – Speaker-Rev Michael Pullan (West
Durham Circuit) Stalls include Bring &Buy, Books, Fairtrade and Second
Hand Books. Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided.
Sat/Sun October 30th/31st
Network Weekend Conference at Brockley Hall, Saltburn.
Conference Leader – Mrs Linda Bosworth of Beverley.
This Conference has previously been held mid-week but it is hoped that a
weekend will enable more women to attend. Please note that All women
are welcome. Booking forms are available from Church Network
Secretaries and must be returned by October 7th.
Friday 3rd December
District Advent Service at Neville Parade Methodist Church, Newton
Aycliffe. Coffee from 10.00am, Service at 11 00am. Soup and roll lunch
served after the service.
All women are welcome at all the above events. Please contact me if you
would like more information, I will be pleased to help.
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

SACRE
The initials stand for the Standing Advisory Council for Religious
Education.
As RE varies over different Local Authorities the SACREs were
set up to oversee what was being taught in the subject and to
provide training to those teaching in our schools at all levels.
One important job of a SACRE is to be responsible for the
syllabus for RE and on occasions to write new schemes of
work.
The SACRE is made up of representatives from all faiths in our
area, and denominations within the Christian faith. For some
years Nora Nicholls represented the Methodist church and did
an excellent job in that role. Upon my retirement from teaching last year, I was asked to take over the role from Nora.
There have only been two meetings in the last academic
year, but it has been an interesting experience to be at those
meetings and I hope I will serve the Methodist church on this
important committee as well as Nora has done.
It would not be practical to report in detail on our meetings in
Memo, but if you do want to know more please contact me
or look on the SACRE website. It is important that as a church
we have a say and an interest in the teaching of Religious
Education in our schools, a subject that does not always receive the time and attention it is due.
Dave Elliott.

CIRCUIT SERVICE
WILL BE HELD AT
NORMANBY METHODIST CHURCH
ON SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER
STARTING AT 2.30 P.M..
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We will meet on September 29th 7.45pm at Marton
to decide on the future of the Action for Children
Support Group. If you wish to attend this meeting
you are welcome to do so. As I mentioned in my
report in the last Memo we have reached a stage
where we feel we need to take a long hard look at
what we are doing and the success of our endeavours. We
see falling numbers at events and at our meetings. We also
see the generous contributions of individuals and of churches
to the charity and wonder if we still have any useful role in the
work of raising both money and awareness for AFC. We do
ask for your prayers as we make this decision and as I said last
time, if you have any comments I would be very pleased to
receive them on davelliott@talktalk.net.
We had our Step out for Children event in June and a hardy
group of walkers joined us and enjoyed the delights of Fairy
Dell. Thank you very much to those who participated in the
event, thank you also to Stuart Nimmo for opening up the
Coulby Baptist church for us and making us so welcome.
Please do your best to support our next two events.
The AFC Fashion Show is to be held at Langdon
Square Community Centre in Coulby Newham on
Saturday October 16th from 2-00pm. There will be
clothes being modelled and available for
purchase for children and for ladies of all ages
and sizes. We will also provide refreshments and all this for just
£3. I am indebted to Margaret Gibson and Ruth for their
support and hard work for this event. We will be delivering
posters and tickets to all AFC reps and they will sell the tickets
to you in your churches. We do still need models, children and
ladies. If you would like to take part again please contact me
as soon as possible, it is all very light hearted.
Our next event will be the Soup and Pudding quiz night to be
held at Marton church on November 20th from 7-00pm, watch
out for posters and tickets.
Finally a big thank you to the support group and to
everyone who works to help Action for Children.
Dave Elliott.
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YOUTH WORKS
We have been busy preparing for this summer by filling in applications
for funding for trips and activities for the young people to enjoy.
Unfortunately this year is has been a hard task due to Government
funding restrictions, but nonetheless we have been able to obtain
funding for laser zone, a swimming activity at the Dolphin Centre in
Darlington and a football session at Goals.
A group of young people have just completed a very
successful ten weeks being coached at Soccer Sensations
in Stockton where they had fun and increased their football skills. It is
activities such as this and the music drop-in on a Tuesday afternoon
that helps to keep young people out of trouble and into positive
activities. That is why we are hoping to open a new session on a
Thursday afternoon around street dance which we hope will grow in
the months to come.
We have also just run through a fitness programme with
a group of young people at the local gym where they have
worked towards accreditation in the Open College Network
in fitness. We will be repeating the fitness programme in September
for a further ten weeks.
Discussions continue in the Eastern section to appoint a youth worker
and start work in these areas in January. Funding bids have been in to
seek money for this work as well as to continue the town centre work.
I am still really excited at the potential of what can be achieved in this
area and pray funding is secured.
I hope you can see just how valuable Youth Works is to young people
in Middlesbrough and Eston and that the Methodist Church is making
a difference to the lives and potential of many of them.
Matt Conant
Youth Works Coordinator
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