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The Circuit Service for
the start of Lent will be
held at Ormesby
Church on Wednesday
9th March.
There will be Lent
meetings across the
Circuit, a booklet ‘A
Gift of Easter’ (free) will
be in all the churches
for Easter.
We give thanks for the
life of Roy Bocock of
Stainton, the work he
did in the Circuit and at
Stainton. Our prayers
are with his family.
The Communications
Team are doing a
Memo Questionnaire
for all the churches.
There are so many
wonderful acts of
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worship happening in
our Circuit at the
moment. Don’t miss
out, do join in—your life
and that of those
around you will be
enriched by your
presence.
Items for the next
Memo to be received
at the Circuit Office by
26thy April 201.
Christian Greeting to
You All.
James Neesam
On behalf of Editorial
team
Bill Teasdale and David
Elliott.

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends,
…To Grow in Christ …
This coming quarter provides us with a rich and significant
opportunity for us to grow together in our Christian discipleship.
Normally, as I write this Spring letter, we are already some way into the
season of Lent and rapidly closing in on Easter. This year, with Easter
being so late, the season of Lent does not commence until 9th March.
On that evening I hope we will all join together for a Circuit act of
worship. The service will be at Ormesby and begins at 7pm.
The Communion service for Ash Wednesday in the Methodist
Worship Book includes these words:
‘Sisters and brothers in Christ, since early days Christians have
observed with great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion, death and
resurrection. It is the custom of the Church to prepare for this by
a season of penitence and self-denial. At first, this season of Lent
was observed by those being prepared for baptism at Easter and
by those seeking restoration to the Church’s fellowship. In the courseof time,
all Christians were invited to keep these days carefully, to take to
heart the call to repentance, to receive the assurance of forgiveness
proclaimed in the Gospel, and so to grow in faith and devotion to
our Lord. In the name of Christ, therefore, I invite you to observe
this holy season of Lent, by prayer, self denial and charitable
giving; by self-examination and repentance; and by reading and
meditating on God’s word.’
Many of us across the Circuit will be using a book called ‘Lent
for Everyone’ which focuses on Matthew’s Gospel to help us reflect
on God’s word. I hope that many of you will take your opportunity to
join a small group to reflect together on God’s word in fellowship
with others. My experience has always been that a Holy Lent enables
a joyful Easter. May this be your experience too!
Martin
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AVENUE
Avenue had a Christmas of ups and downs over
the Christmas period. It began with an Advent
course which was held at the Manse and found
very useful by those who attended. But then the
snow came and our Christmas lunch and Paul
Wheater Christmas Concert had to be cancelled.
It
was
decided
to
go
ahead
with
Rosemary’s presentation of “The Gift”, although not
many people attended it was enjoyed by those
who did and definitely lifted spirits.
For our
Christingle Service on Sunday 12th December it
was a pleasure to have to make 150 Christingles
and have only a few left. Our service included
the Christening of a beautiful well behaved baby,
Douglas Appleby-James, and was enjoyed by all.
On Saturday 18th December the Methodist Asylum
Project held an International Nativity and Carol
Service followed by International food in the church
hall. The main characters were played by Asylum
Seekers and Refugees and narrated by English
volunteers. The weather kept the numbers down
for our Carol Service on Sunday 19th December,
but those who attended had a good sing and an
inspirational evening. We also held a Carol Service
at St Marys Nursing Home which was attended
by many people who reside there.
A coffee
afternoon at the Manse was also hit by the
weather but enjoyed by those who attended and
by Rosemary's two dogs who enjoyed the fuss
that was made of them.
A Christmas Concert
with the Kaleidoscope Singers was well
attended and enjoyed despite Don
Mortons jokes. On Christmas Eve
Rosemary found we had a burst pipe in
church which had done a lot of damage
but it was decided to have the
Christmas Eve Communion in the church hall, which
wasn’t affected, a very moving service concluded our
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We now move into the New Year with many ideas for the coming
year and hopes for a peaceful and blessed 2011 for Avenue and
all our friends around the Circuit.
Pam Laverick

NORMANBY
Happy New Year to you all from the members of Normanby.
We hope your Christmas festivities were all you desired both
materially and spiritually!
Once again we had great plans for Christmas activities; once
again general winter marched across the land, determined to put
a stop to our plans, but he didn't reckon with the resilience and
determination of the people of this section!
Despite the inclement weather, our Christmas fair went ahead
and we were humbled by the number of people who turned out
to support us. Although we were minus a couple of stalls we
still made a substantial sum for the church; and
then a fortnight later, once again, people flocked to
our chocolate tombola. - over the two days we
raised in excess of £2000.
Our thanks go out to all who planned and
delivered both days, and especially to those intrepid folk who
braved the wintry weather. Even good old Father Christmas
turned up twice, although we have agreed that in future we can
only call upon him once! And our thanks go to our property
steward, Mr. Tom Towers for all the times he came and cleared
a path in the snow for us to get to church safely.
I was fortunate to have taken part in the Christmas musical, "The
Gift". And it was a wonderful experience - again the people of
the circuit coming together to perform and to watch this lovely
musical. For those of you who didn't get to see it, ask the Circuit
to put it on again, next year!
Hopefully the weather will continue to be clement as we
prepare for the coming months; we have planned some social
evenings to which you are all invited, 12th March
an evening similar to the "All Aboard" evening,
only this time it's a Car Journey; and on 29th
April, we will be having a Royal Wedding
Celebration.
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES - CONTINUED
Lent is approaching and we are looking forward to "The
Big Read", which will take place at our Church every
Wednesday Morning 11-12 from 9th March; our Easter
Fair will take place on 2nd April with Easter Bonnet
parade and Easter Egg tombola; then Easter
reflections and celebrations beckon us: Maundy
Thursday foot washing, and Good Friday
Remembrance Services will be held jointly at
Eston Grange Church; Our March of Witness
with The Churches Together will be
to South Bank on Good Friday for a service at Asda at 12.45.
Easter breakfast at Eston Grange 8.00 am then Holy Communion
at Normanby at 9.30am will end our Easter Celebration.
I hope that 2011 will be a blessed time for us all as we follow in
our master's footsteps.
Celia Shires

NUNTHORPE
OUR GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY YEAR
The Festival of Lessons and Carols on Christmas
Eve started the celebrations and
was well supported in spite of the snow and ice. The Junior
Choir of 25 years ago took part in the service; they sang “The
Holy Boy” which they first performed 25 years ago. They
brought with them their own children who also took part in
the service.
The following future events are planned
for our Golden Anniversary Year:
The next event in our 50th year celebrations will be the
visit of Cleveland Police Band on the evening of
February 26th. Tickets, which will include
refreshments, cost £5 and are available from Church
Stewards or Christine Armstrong.
March 6th is Mission in Britain Sunday. To lead our
morning worship, we will be pleased to welcome back the
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Rev. Mike Harland, a past minister at Nunthorpe.
Scratch Messiah is on Saturday March 26th with rehearsals during
the day and the performance at 7.30pm. If you registered for taking
part or listening, you will be receiving more details nearer the time
from Beryl Lindley or Kay Braithwaite.
Sunday April 10th is our Women’s Anniversary. Rev. Lisa
Quarmby will lead our worship. Lisa is the Methodist Minister
at Stokesley. The Women’s Rally will be on Wednesday 13th
with Rev. Harland as speaker.
Easter Day is April 24th. Rev. Bill Middlemiss, a past minister at
Nunthorpe, will lead our worship that morning.
The next event is on May 14th and 15th which will be
our Wedding Weekend with displays of wedding dresses and
photographs.
We would like to extend an invitation to visitors to any of
the celebrations; they will be most welcome.
John Parratt

GROVE HILL
It is hard to believe, as I prepare this, that we are already well
through January, but the memories of wonderful times of worship
together are still very vivid in our minds.
We think of the family service, led by the Sunday School children
and staff (and Sarah of course!)----really putting us in the
mood to celebrate the Christ child`s birth. This was
followed by a Christmas lunch, prepared and served by
the menfolk. All praise and thanks to them.
The profit from this meal and the proceeds from the large
Christmas card and the carol singing (on a VERY cold evening) all
together totalled £173.00 and was given to Zoe`s Place.
Our congratulations go to Sue and Dave Elliott who became
Grandparents on December 13th. Baby Jack was born premature
and very tiny to John and his wife Gill. Our continued prayers are
with him and both the Elliott and Barthram families as he fights
infections and slowly gains weight.
Why is Grove Hill always finding excuses to arrange events
connected with food?
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES - CONTINUED
We are having a Valentine`s dinner on Saturday February 12th
in aid of the Development Fund, and on April 16th we will be
open 10-12.30pm with various stalls and an Easter tombola.
The refreshments will include the ever popular bacon
butties!!!
Shrove Tuesday will be a chance for the
children to celebrate from 3.30pm with
various crafts and PANCAKES.
In October we celebrated Churches Together by welcoming the
congregations from St. Agnes, St. Chads, and St. Oswald's to our
morning service and on January 30th we will all be meeting up
again to worship together at St. Chads.
In the 80`s myself and a few eager ladies formed a group
called “Central Singers” and spent many years entertaining
round the circuit and beyond.
When we moved to Grove Hill we changed our name to
“Partners in Praise” and now as the years roll on, we feel it is
time to “retire”
As I write this I give thanks for the lovely ladies who have given
up their time to spread Christian love (and laughter!!!) to many
people.
We think of past members with affection, too numerous to mention
by name—but now all joined together in that heavenly choir.
You haven`t seen the last of us though!!! 3 or 4 of us are willing
to continue with programmes of recitations, readings and
recorded music if you like to contact us.
Greetings to everybody as we all look ahead to the Easter season
Cynthia Brennan

LINTHORPE ROAD
The Chinese congregation, who had been worshipping at the
Avenue Church, have decided to worship at Linthorpe Road. In
January 2011 we welcomed them and shared some time
together. A timetable of allocated times on Sundays has been
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drawn up, as in addition to the English (plus others) and Chinese
congregations, we have a Congolese church, who worship in
French, who meet on Sunday afternoons.
It will be difficult to try and sort out how to inform others of
worship at Linthorpe Road since the ‘We’ is what has always
been called Linthorpe Road but the Chinese congregation are
part of that ‘We’. For Memo purposes generally speaking we
will maintain what it was prior to January 2011. For the time
being the ‘normal’ English Methodist type worship will still be at
11 am.
The cold snowy and icy conditions made it extremely difficult for
people to get to church and we had to cancel fundraising activities.
We have arranged an Eastertide Social afternoon on Monday 18th
April from 2 pm. to 4 pm. Please contact Shirley Teasdale 01642
885880 if you require more information.
On Maundy Thursday, April 21st at 6.30pm we will
meet, along with the friends at Grove Hill, to share in
a Seder Meal.
On Sunday 24th April it will be Easter Day and at 11
am. a service of Holy Communion will be held, led by Rev Martin
Ramsden.
On Thursdays from 12.10pm to 12.30pm we hold a midweek
service. Any time you are in town on a Thursday please call in to
see us we will be delighted to see you.
Our thanks to those hardy souls, attendees and leaders, who
battled the elements to get to church in very harsh conditions.
As always we send to the friends around the circuit, our best
wishes and may God bless you all.
Bill Teasdale.

ASH WEDNESDAY CIRCUIT SERVICE

The next Circuit Service will be at
Ormesby Methodist Church

on
Wednesday 9th March at 7.00pm
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Avenue Methodist Church
A Different Nativity
On Saturday 18th December A Nativity Story
was told at Avenue , you may ask what‛s unusual
about this but this time the cast was made up of Refugees, Asylum
Seekers and their supporters, and the congregation was family, friends
and people who support the Drop-in.
The prelude was some African music and carols. Rosemary opened the
service with a hearty ‘WELCOME‛ in several languages, and this was
acknowledged back in wave of different languages. We were then told
the REASONS we had come to be TOGETHER and we all sang the carol
Joy To The World. Everyone was then invited to greet those around
them with handshakes and an exchange of names and home-lands. The
Nativity presentation was extra special truly International, the Bible
readings were read by English volunteers who led the main characters
forward, most of whom were dressed in robes of their native countries.
While Eddie Harkins recounted the message of the Angel Gabriel,
John, clad in white robes and a religious stole, stood high up in the
pulpit and spoke the words of love and peace to Mary (a Chinese lady
called Chen). Baby Jesus was played by Chen‛s son Richard.
This was followed by a very lusty version of the French carol ‘Il Est
Re, Le Divin Enfant‛ by those who spoke French especially those from
the Congo Republic. The shepherds were led by Jean-Michel Vom
Boy(from the Congo) who had only recently been reprieved from a
deportation order and incarceration in a detention centre.
The service ended with O Little Town Of Bethlehem followed by a
demonstration of African drumming
This was followed by an International feast in the church hall.
PAM LAVERICK
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DIARY OF EVENTS
Bible Studies

Egg Rolling at Carlton
24 Cleveland Close, Ormesby at
Bank
8.00pm contact Huw

Tuesday 15th March,
Thursday 14th April,
Tuesday 10th May

Pub Quiz
General Knowledge
The Apple Tree, Marton
Manor. Meet at 8.00 pm
1st March, 5th April & 3rd May.

Saturday 22nd April at
2.00pm
Bring you own decorated hard
boiled egg.
Eat at the Cafe afterwards or go
to the Blackwell Ox for food
Contact Kev 07743 756232

Walk at Whitby along the cliff
tops

Saturday 14th May—meet at
10am in the Abbey Car Park, after
Walk
the walk fish and chips at Mister
Saturday 26th March at
Chips
1.00pm
Contact Kev 07743 756232
Meet at Newton Under
Roseberry
Curry Night
( Roseberry Topping
Friday 20th May—
car park)
7.30pm venue to be
Contact Kev 07743 756232
confirmed
Contact Liz

Contact Details
Events: Liz Milburn on 01642 592238 or 07752 503196
liz.milburn@gmail.com
Ian & Jayne Brady on 01642 657260 brady.mail@ntlworld.com
Jayne 01642 657260
Bible Studies: Rev Huw Sperring 01642 515522
huw.sperring@btinternet.com
We are also on facebook – as a private group, please ask to join
search for us as Fresh Expressions Middlesbrough
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Families Outreach News
The families outreach work continues to go well and is
growing.
One of the most exciting recent developments was Messy
Church held at Grove Hill. This
proved to be very popular with 58
parents and children attending who
don't normally go to church. Th ere
wa s a grea t fa mi ly
atmosphere and a thoughtful attentive feel to the
worship. My thanks to the numerous volunteers who
work so hard to make this all possible. There was
certainly very positive feedback from the parents and
children who wanted to know when the next one would
be. I look forward to seeing this develop further in
future. Also to assisting Eston Grange as they look to
start Messy Church.
Despite the snow the Christmas activities somehow
managed to go ahead, thanks to the hard work of all
the people involved. The head of Beech Grove Primary
School even hired a coach to ensure the whole of the
Junior school could get to a Christingle Service at Grove
Hill Methodist Church. Another special moment was
when the Friends of Breckon Hill School came to
Linthorpe Road in good numbers for a Christingle Event.
Activities included playing games eating mince pies,
making Christingles and making angels. We sang
carols and looked at the meaning of the Christingle.
All joined in with great enthusiasm. What was pleasing
was the comments from several of the ladies who came
and who don't go to church,
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namely 'it's about time God was brought back into
Christmas.'
Christmas Cracker went ahead at
Nunthorpe despite snow and frozen water pipes. Again
people turned up in extremely good numbers had a good
time doing arts and crafts, singing carols, dressing up
as the nativities scene and enjoying a meal together.
The choir at Newport Primary sang with
great enthusiasm at the LAH party at
Linthorpe Road and at Park View Care
Centre. It was very moving at times. For
example, at the care home a few elderly people were in
tears when the children sang 'Away in a Manger.' One
said it was the first carol they ever sung as a child. We
look forward to performing at Easter time.
The four Christian school clubs that are run continue to
go well and be very popular. For example at Newham
Bridge Primary School thirty nine children wanted to
join our Monday Fun Club which includes Christian
teaching. So the children were split into two groups one
came for the Autumn term the other for the Spring term.
At the start of this school term one little boy who had
come the previous year came in grinning saying 'I'm
back for more.'
These are just a few high lights of the work, which is
very busy but exciting. As circuit families outreach
enabler I look forward to assisting the churches as they
seek to minister to those in their local community
God bless

Hayley
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Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network
and British Unit of the
World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 25 March 2pm
Eston Grange
Speaker: Deacon Jane Gibson
April

No meeting

Friday 27 May 2pm
Easter Offering Service

Avenue

District Network Events
Wednesday 27 March
10.30am (coffee from 10am).
Spring District Day at Newcomen Methodist Church Redcar
Afternoon commences at 2pm. Speaker: Rev Ruth Gee (Chair of
District). Stalls include Bring & Buy and Books.
Wednesday 20 April 10.30am – 3.30pm (coffee from 10am)
District Quiet Day at St Andrew’s Methodist Church Stockton.
Leader: Deacon Jenny Heath of Peterlee.
Thursday 12 May 2pm
Summer Afternoon Meeting at Middleton in Teesdale Methodist
Church.
Speaker: Sylvia Hall (Cumbria District Network President).
Afternoon Tea will be served following the meeting.
Please bring a packed lunch to the District Day and Quiet Day. Drinks
provided.

All ladies in the Church are welcome at all these events.
Kath Smithies Circuit Network Secretary
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We are grateful for the
support of our friends
throughout the Circuit
and beyond who
continue to give to
Action for Children.
We especially thank those
individuals and churches who
have remembered the work of
the charity in their Christmas
giving.
I hope those of you who
attended our soup quiz and
pudding evening enjoyed
yourselves it was a good evening.
Special thanks to the catering
team at Marton who did such an
excellent job of serving up great
food. Thanks also to Bill and Shirley
Teasdale who, as always, gave us
questions to challenge us. Of
course a big thanks to all of you
who turned up and contributed to
the Action for Children funds. This
event raised £175-00 and the
Fashion Show raised £182-50.
Our balance as of
today February 2nd
2011 is £1648-61.
At our Support Group meeting
tonight we tackled the subject of
raising awareness about AFC
within the Circuit and beyond. We
also want to re launch our
Support Group to look at new
ways of achieving our twin aims
of; raising awareness of the
charity and raising money for the
charity.
We face a real dilemma; our
15

events are asking people for
money and the people of our
churches and beyond are always
being asked for money. We feel if
we can focus on some specific
need for which we can raise
funds and if it is a local project,
then so much the better.
To this end Action for Children are
launching a website to enable us
to go and look at the many things
needed by the charity and how
much they cost. There is more
about this in the other AFC report
in this Memo. We are hoping to
arrange a re launch and
awareness raising event at two
venues on two dates. On May
14th the event will be at
Normanby and on May 21st it will
be at Marton. I am afraid that is
all I can tell you at this present
time. We are meeting again in a
couple of weeks time to plan the
events and then publicity will
come out to churches in the form
of flyers to distribute to our
congregations and the local
neighbourhoods. We really hope
you will want to know more about
Action for Children, maybe even
join the Support Group, although
that is not compulsory!!
In conclusion, we thank you all for
your great generosity in
supporting the charity and we
look forward to seeing you on
either May 14th or May 21st.
Dave Elliott

VISION DAY
A day for the whole Christian
community to discover more about fresh
expressions of Church

Saturday 12th March 2011
at Marton Methodist Church
9.45am— 4.00pm
For those hearing about fresh
expressions for the first time and
those that are pushing to advance
what they are already doing.

Cost
£5 including refreshments
(cheques payable to Darlington District),
please bring your own lunch
For more information or to book places,
please contact: Susan Johnson
susan.mission@btinternet.com
07740 148997
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Action for Children News
It was great to meet everyone at the Action for Children Support Group meeting on 2nd
Feb, at Marton Methodist Church; thank you for inviting me along! At the meeting, I
talked a little about ‘My Action for Children’, our new on-line fundraising facility which
was launched to Action for Children staff and supporters this week. Here’s what it’s all
about:

My Action for Children was launched to the public
on Wednesday 9th February.
My Action for Children allows our projects to raise money for the activities, work and items
they need by attracting donors to support their local community. It gives donors the power
to decide to raise money for services they have a particular interest in - whether it's close
to home or a cause close to their hearts.
My Action for Children is simply the quickest and easiest way for our supporters to help
the UK’s most vulnerable and neglected children and young people. In just three easy
steps, they can give a child or young person anywhere in the UK the chance of a better
future.

How can you help?
Visit my.actionforchildren.org.uk and ask your friends and family to as well! We're
still developing and improving the website and would love to hear your thoughts
and suggestions!
Please email my@actionforchildren.org.uk with your feedback or to let us know if
you experience any technical difficulties.

In the last MEMO, my colleague Katharine mentioned the series of concerts we
were planning for March; well, ‘Musical March’ will take the form of six concerts to
be held in Methodist Churches throughout the North East & Cumbria, the first of
which will be held at Elm Ridge Methodist Church, Darlington on Mon- day 14th
March at 7 pm. We will be joined by several local choirs and music groups who
have given up their time to help us raise money for Action for Chil- dren. Tickets
are £5, and they can be purchased by contacting the North East & Cumbria
Fundraising Team or on the door before the concert begins. We hope to see you
there!
On Saturday 5th March we will be hosting an Action for Children Supporter Day at
Brunswick Methodist Church in Newcastle. Guests will be welcomed from 9.30
am with tea & coffee, before we hand over to our special guest speakers. All are
welcome, so if you would like to join us, please call the North East & Cum- bria
Fundraising Team on 0191 261 0030.
As always, thank you for your support!
Selina
Fundraiser, Action for Children Fundraising Team, Tel 0191 261 0030
NE&CFundraising@actionforchildren.org. uk
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Hearing the Word
[a prayer for the hard-of-hearing who are
not in the loop]
“Blessed are the cheese-makers”. Well, that’s what some of the lis
teners to the Sermon on the Mount, standing at the back of the crowd,
heard Jesus say in the Monty Python film The Life of Brian. We may
smile, but it’s not so funny when you’re in a congregation and you
can’t hear the preacher, or worse, you strain for only every fifth
word. I know because it’s happened to me, both as preacher: “Sorry,
love I didn’t quite catch everything,” said sorrowfully at the door; and
as these days as a punter, now my ears are getting older than I feel.
What can we do? As a practising [not yet perfect] Methodist, I think
we could pray about it, and suggest this prayer for those of us who
sometimes experience this frustration, to offer in the quiet be- fore the
service begins.
Father God, I thank you for your continuing creations, among them
our ears and modern technology, but today, in this church let the
sound system work effectively, with full batteries in the throat- mikes,
and good connections to the loud-speakers. No interference either
please, Father God.
Lord Jesus, you made the deaf to hear, please let me hear all the
words of the service today. May the preacher check and attach the
throat-mike correctly or talk into the standing-mike rather than look
away. No sore throats either please, Lord Jesus.
Holy Spirit, I thank you that you call men and women to study, preach
and lead services, but I ask you to prompt those called, to project a
strong Speaking Voice, to articulate extra clearly, sound- ing all
consonants and ends of words. Remind them not to rush. If
they’re nervous, calm them down Lord, give them confidence that you
are with them. Assist them to vary their pitch, speak loudly, even when
praying, and somehow Lord, get them to look up and look out
at me in the congregation, so that their words don’t fall back down to
the pulpit.
18

And Lord Jesus, if all that’s done and I still can’t hear, give me
courage and grace. Courage to get up coolly, get out of my seat quietly, in the middle of the service, in the middle of a sentence; and give
me the grace to move nearer the front, nearer the preacher. Then
perhaps a miracle will happen: I will hear your word and the
preacher will get the message. Amen.
RUTH LEWIS

Revd Huw Sperring
visited South Africa on three
occasions in his previous Circuit to
support and monitor the Methodist
Church of South Africa`s response to those
living with HIV and AIDS.
Huw is planning to go again in July of this year
for two weeks, and hopefully will be taking
some folk from the Circuit with him (depending
on funding). If funds don`t come in for this
summer trip then plans will be made for the
summer of 2012.
There is already interest being shown
in the Circuit, and if you would like to join
Huw or want more information then
please speak to him.
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ROY BOCOCK
ORBITUARY
Little did I think that 3 months after thanking Roy for all
he had done for our Chapel when he stepped down from his
offices of Steward and Treasurer I would be writing this obituary.
As many people know Roy died peacefully in James Cook
Hospital on Sunday, December 5th. A great shock to everyone.
Born in Rhodes, Manchester, Roy was the youngest of four
siblings. There were three brothers and Irene, the sister with
whom he had a very close bond. He attended the Old Wesleyan
Chapel in Rhodes and won a scholarship to
Manchester Grammar School. His working life was spent with
the Forestry Commission in Chester, Heywood and Middleton
Water Board and the Treasurers Department at Manchester
Town Hall where he stayed till he retired at the age of 53.
Roy remained at home when his siblings left looking
after his mother as her health failed. Eventually when he
was left by himself in the family home he found it too big
so
moved to a smaller property but couldn’t settle. It was t
hen he was persuaded by his sister Irene, to move to
Stainton.
That was 18 years ago. So as Roy had said, ‘Roy’s Geriat
ric
Removal Firm’ moved this ‘Lancashire Lad’ and his goods
and
chattels across the Pennines to Stainton, a ‘Yorkshire’ villa
ge.
By 1994 Roy had joined Stainton Methodist Church and
was Steward, Treasurer and Property Steward. He was also
on the Circuit Property Committee. It was with sheer hard
work, grit and determination
that Roy got and helped raise
20
funds so that the Chapel, a cold and draughty building could

be transformed into the warm, friendly and welcoming place
of worship it is today. Roy ensured that it had ‘facilities’, a
kitchen and ‘coffin doors’ which Roy was fittingly carried
through on the day of his funeral. Our lovely Chapel is a
legacy Roy has left for everyone.
Together with Irene, Roy wrote and performed in many
pantomimes and revues with the Stainton Show group. These
were very popular events in their heyday, sell-outs, raising
money for the Chapel and Memorial Hall. These
theatrical traits Roy was gifted with had their roots in the
impromptu sketches he would perform with his siblings in
their front room in Rhodes every Sunday when they got home
from Chapel. Of course we were quite familiar with Roy’s
endless repertoire of ‘Odes’ which he could produce when one
word in conversation would trigger his thought process.
Roy devoted so much time to the Chapel but being a
creative type he did enjoy handicrafts, gardening, cooking
and whist. He also kept an ever watchful eye on the fortunes
of Manchester United and in his youth, together with his
other ‘Mods’ had travelled abroad many times on his
Lambretta.
Needless to say Roy’s heartfelt funeral service which was
taken in the Chapel by Sue and relayed into the Memorial Hall
was attended by his family and friends from around the Circuit.
Everyone there had their own memories pertinent to Roy and
reflected on the contributions he had made to the village
community. We are all well aware what a void has been left in
Stainton, the village Roy adopted and grew to love.
Claire Tate
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Linthorpe Road
Methodist Church
SHROVE TUESDAY
8th March 11am to 1pm
PRAYERS & PANCAKES

All are welcome

Circuit Ascension
Day Service
Linthorpe Road
Methodist Church
on
2nd June at 12.10pm

Lunch Provided

Middlesbrough Live at
Home Scheme
The Middlesbrough Live at Home Scheme has been
running for ten years now and it seems a lifetime ago since Rev. David Payne came to Marton Methodist Church with an
idea and to see how many people would be interested. The first manager
( co-ordinator as she was known then ) was Joan Golightly. Our manager
now , is Mrs Doreen Hunt and she is based from her office at Marton Methodist Church Tel:319537
The Live at Home Scheme is part of the MHA Care Group and as such is a
registered charity. Charity No1083995). We are given a small amount of
funding from our parent group but other than that we have to raise our own
funds necessary to maintain and grow our range of activities, for which we
are grateful for all donations and grants given. All of our volunteers are
CRB checked for working with vulnerable adults.
We provide services for people over the age of 60 within the Middlesbrough and surrounding areas. Activities and events are run on a weekly/
monthly basis providing outings and activities for elderly people, especially
those who live in isolated environments. The clients receiving input from
any of the activities are known as members.
We also offer a one to one visiting/shopping service for the housebound or
for taking to appointments and it is not restricted to Methodists or any other
religion. We are open for all.
The reason for the scheme is to help to reduce loneliness and social isolation for older people and to provide stimulating surroundings and activities
suitable for older persons. The aim is also to help people to form friendships and companionships to enable them to enjoy their later years in retirement.
Activities available are:
Monday POP IN GROUP
Held at Normanby Methodist Church, Normanby Every Monday (except
bank holidays) from 1.30_3.30pm. Light refreshments served
Tuesday LUNCHEON CLUB
Held at Eston Grange Methodist Church on 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month from 12.30_1.45pm A two course meal
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costs £4
It is necessary to book in advance for this group

Phone 01642 319537

MEN’S GROUP
This is a relatively new group and meets on the 1st Friday of each month at
Eston Grange Methodist Church from 1.00pm—3.00pm. A light luncheon is
usually served at this event. Some of the activities proposed for this year are
a Quiz, Visit to Kirkleatham Owl Centre, Skinningrove mining museum and
Boulby Potash Mine. Numbers are required for these events. All you men
with nothing to do , come and join us.
Wednesday GOOD COMPANIONS
Held at Marton Methodist on a fortnightly basis 1.303.30pm Coffee, Tea and biscuits are served. Transport
is available.
CHAT GROUP
At Marton Methodist on a fortnightly basis 1.30-3.30pm
Thursday TOWN CENTRE GROUP
Held at Linthorpe Road Resource Centre 2nd and 4th Thursday each month
1.30-3.30pm Coffee, Tea and biscuits served.
CRAFT GROUP
Held at Marton Methodist 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month 1.30-3.30pm
New members and volunteers are always welcome at any of the activities or
meetings.

FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES
We have a selection of SUTTON’S vegetable and flower seeds
available at 50p per packet, also plant catalogues for ready
plants.
Saturday March 5th Fashion Show at Marton Methodist. 2pm 4pm. Ladies and Children’s clothes, chain store over-makes at
discount prices. Light refreshments will be served. Come and
grab a bargain of the new Spring/Summer fashions. Entrance fee
£4.
Friday March 25th Mosaic Singers 7pm at Marton Methodist. £6 including
light refreshments.

We would love to see you at any of our venues.
Members and volunteers welcome.
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What does the
Resurrection mean?
With the coming of Springtime, we naturally think of Lent and the period leading
up to Easter. The Early Church believed that the Resurrection was
indispensable to the Christian faith, but why was it so important to them. Jesus
made it possible for us to have our sins forgiven by dying on the cross. What
more did He have to do? What was the point of the resurrec- tion?
Without the resurrection the teachings of Jesus would only be a collection of
stories or a system of rules that would be hard to keep.
But Jesus is alive and He challenges us to follow Him. He gives us the power
to start living out his teachings.
The New Testament, outside of the gospels, talks of Jesus not as a dead
and remembered teacher but as a living person who still works through
those who follow Him. St Paul writes ‘ Since you have accepted Christ Je
sus as Lord live in union with Him. Build your lives on Him and become
stronger in your faith as you were taught.
To be a Christian is not just to believe in certain things but to know and love
Jesus Christ.
There is an important phrase in Acts which the first Christians used frequently in describing the resurrection. ‘ God raised Him.’ In one of Peter’s
sermons ‘ They put Him to death by nailing Him to a cross but God raised
Him from death three days later.’ God is the loving father who brought Je
sus back to life to vindicate all that He had said and done. If Jesus had
not been brought back to life His claim to be the resurrection and the Life,
and
even to be the Son of God would have been a tissue of lies.
In raising Him from the dead God publicly demonstrated the
truth of Jesus’ life. The resurrection was not just an isolated
event in history, The New Testament tells us that Jesus will
share His life with us and His Victory over death with us. So
the resurrection is the first of many resurrections. St. Paul
expressed it in this way ‘The truth is that Christ has been
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raised from the dead, as those who sleep in death will also be
raised.’ I Cor 15. 30.
If we are certain that Jesus was raised from death we can also be
sure that He will give us life after our own death.
There is salvation in none other. There is no other name in all of heaven for
people to call on and to save them.

Vallib

The Stone Step
When I was four my younger sister and I lived with my
grandparents in the first of a terrace of three, brick built,
staff houses at Crowthorn School. This was a branch of the
National Children’s Home, near Bolton in Lancashire. My grandfather
was in charge of a hundred boys in their ‘out of school’
activities.
The cottages were built into the side of a gentle slope which in
turn climbed steadily towards the bleak, peat bedded, cotton
grassed-summit of the hill. The houses are still there though
privately owned and refurbished.
The one feature that has remained unchanged is the stone step
from the lane onto the garden path that ran the length of the
cottages. Seeing that step began to trigger all sorts of memories.
It began as an obstacle to be tackled on ones tummy. The first
time I saw it I must have been between two and three years old.
So it was more like a low wall than a step, a challenge to be
overcome.
It then became the frontier between home and the outside
world. It had a gate in those days and that was
as far as I was allowed to go. Not that I always
did what I was told. I loved to wander off. On
one occasion my grandmother got the clothesline
and tied me to one end of it just to make sure I
stayed within reach.
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The step also served as a seat from which I could see the big
children at their playtime in the school next door, or watch the
handyman busy in his workshop opposite. He had a fantastic
collection of old Meccano, including a clockwork motor that
eventually came my way, when I was old enough to appreciate
it.
That step was also my workbench. I made things on it. Or
took things apart on it, just to see how they worked. I did
that with a clockwork railway engine, but couldn’t get it back
together again, so it ‘s useful life came to an end. I remember
telling my grandmother, when she asked why it wasn’t
working anymore, that it had jumped the rails and smashed
into the wall.
One of the maintenance staff, living in the third cottage, was
called uncle Ned, a ‘Geordie’ who was great at making things.
I especially remember a lovely green wooden
railway engine, that I could sit on and push myself
along; a very solid, iron-runnered sledge, also
green, and a pram wheel on the end of a piece of
wood. This gave me the most pleasure. I used to
go charging around making noises appropriate to
what my imagination dictated.
I have seen grown men with something similar
measuring out a length of roadway.
Once I was allowed out of the garden all those items would have
been dragged out over the stone step, to be tried out on the
smoother, more spacious surface of the lane.
The stone step reminds me of how we push the limits of our
world; wanting to see what’s on the other side; wanting to
know how a new experience feels; exploring something we
haven’t come across before; or being drawn into exciting
things we see others enjoying. We call it ‘growing up’ and it
never needs to stop.

Len Karn
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Visit to the Kianjai Circuit Summer 2010
I recently received a report including photos from Ruth Gee
about a visit to the Kianjai circuit that we are linked with in
Kenya. As it is quite a detailed account here are some of the
highlights.

Ruth writes:
There are 3 ministers in the circuit and the Superintendent Minister Rev Stella, was
our companion and guide for the whole visit. She has worked hard to ensure that
the ministers’ stipends are all paid on time and in full (this is often not the case) and
she is very keen to develop the link with the Middlesbrough and Eston Circuit.
On July 27th we visited Kianjai Boys school and Kianjai Girls School. These two
secondary schools are in a large compound and are well maintained. The sign at the
entrance to the schools warned against drugs, smoking and corruption. There are
300 pupils (including 10 girls in the sixth form) in the boys school some coming from
distant areas such as Turkana. Often those who come from a distance do not return
home in the holidays as it is unlikely they would come back to school again. About
30 boys are orphans and another from single parent families (the cause often being
HIV). The school needs funding to support these pupils.
Later in the morning we visited Kalithiria Methodist Church (Where Geoffrey Kaluma
is a member and Church Secretary). Here, they have built a new and beau- tiful
church. The sanctuary area has been modelled on Carrville Methodist Church in
Durham which Geoffrey visited last autumn. The chairman of the building committee was the person who had established the first co-operative bank in Kenya. His
specific request was for support to buy a musical instrument for the church, I
promised to pass this message on to the link circuit.
We went to Mituntu Girls School which is next to Kalithiria Church and sponsored by
it. Geoffrey is passionate about this school and about empowering girls through
education. The school has no dining hall, the girls eat outside but a new hall is being built with dormitory accommodation on the upper floor. It was in this part-built hall
that we met the school after a hair-raising clamber up the ‘scaffolding’ to the upper
level. The school also houses a special needs unit which is run separately. There is
very important work being done here.
On August 2nd we visited more churches in the Kianjai Circuit. Ntalami Church is in a
very arid area, there are no permanent rivers and the community depends on
agriculture so drough can be a severe problem here. There is a building project in
process needing 500,000 KS to complete – they have 9,000 KS. The church also
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pays for the education and support of one orphan and would like to do more if funding was available.
We ate lunch at Kianjai Methodist Church in the women’s hall. This is a hall built with
funding from the women in the church and used for community events as well as
church ones. Here we met Mama Margaret who had been awarded a Nobel Prize for
women's creativity in rural life, she is very much involved in developing the
hall for community use and in a project to build a women’s hostel. One of the uses of
this would be to accommodate girls who were coming to the alternative rite of
passage (alternative to female genital mutilation). Later in the visit I was able to go
into Kianjai Church which is a large building. The young people here are becoming
intolerant of Sunday services lasting 3-4 hours! Stella is trying to develop the idea of
a separate service on the Sunday for them to which the pupils at the Kianjai schools
and local polytechnic students would be invited. At the moment Stella visits each of
the schools on Sundays. There is a circuit office which is being refurbished. A strong
metal filing cabinet is being made – when Stella arrived she found the files eaten by
rats and damaged by dust.
A Samaritans Purse van was parked outside Kianjai Church. There is no partnership but they are allowed to use the premises to work with orphans and AIDS victims. The Methodist Church is developing a project to work with orphans and AIDS
victims by providing them with school uniforms, school fees etc. On one of the evenings that we were in Kenya I went with Stella on a pastoral visit to a family in Kianjai and am willing to speak about this if asked to do so.
From Mutionjuuri we went to Bishop Amiraki Church in the town of Kianjai (named
after a well-loved Methodist Bishop). This church is 5 years old and is a temporary,
wooden structure. The church was full of light and they told us of their plans for a
permanent building which will cost 40 million KS. They had completed a mission
audit and a community audit and had a clear vision statement and policy (These
documents have already been sent to your Circuit link person). The people here are
mission focused in a developing township which is to become the regional centre
and so, inevitably will become cosmopolitan.
In the past we have had difficulty maintaining a link with the
circuit when the nominated link person in Kianjai moved to a
new area. However now I have some new contact details hopefully we will be able to establish better communication. Which I
am in the process of doing.. It is good to have contact with our
brothers and sisters in Christ in Kenya. We have much we can
mutually learn from each other.

Hayley Liversidge
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British Summer Time
starts on
Sunday 27th March
Please don’t forget to put
Your clocks FORWARD
one hour

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO
All material should be with the Circuit
Office (or the Editors) by 26th April 2011

COLLATION OF MEMO
Will take place at the Circuit Office on
17th May from 9.30am.
Come along and help - refreshments provided,
good conversations had! Thank you.
30

CHURCH

ADDRESSES

Avenue

The Avenue, Linthorpe TS5 6PA

Eston Grange

Corner of Churchill Road and Fabian Road TS6 9PP

Grove Hill

422 Marton Road TS4 2PT (entrance on Farndale Rd)

Linthorpe Road

54 Borough Road TS1 2JH

Marton

The Grove, Marton TS7 8AB

Normanby

Corner of Cleveland Street and Patten Street TS6 0LW

Nunthorpe

Corner of Connaught Road and Marton Moor Road
TS7 0BP

Ormesby

Corner of Pritchett Road and High Street, Ormesby
TS3 0NQ

Stainton

Meldyke Lane TS8 9AU

Trinity

Stainsby Road, off Acklam Road TS5 4JS
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P R A Y E R
6th March. We pray today for the
work of this Circuit and all our many
ways of spreading the gospel of
Jesus to our communities. Pray for
Rev Martin Ramsden and Grove Hill
13th March. We pray today for our
journey through this season of Lent
that we may discover more about
our faith and about our relationship
with Jesus and we ask for God’s
blessing upon the Lent fellowship
groups. Pray for Rev Sue
Greenwood and Stainton.
20th March. On this first day of
Spring, we praise God for all the gifts
of his creation and for the rebirth we
see all around us in nature. Pray for
Rev Rosemary Nash and Trinity.
27th March. We pray today for those
churches who face difficulties with
their finances and who worry about
their future. Pray for Rev Huw
Sperring and Eston Grange
3rd April We pray today for all
mothers, those who are rejoicing in
their new babies and those who see
their families grow and in some
cases move away. We ask God’s
blessing upon on all families at this
time. Pray for Rev Laurence Law
and the Chinese congregations he
serves.
10th April. We pray today for all who
are ill in body, mind or spirit, for the
housebound and those in hospital
and all who care for them. Pray for
Rev Sarah Ramsden and her ministry
at James Cook hospital. 17th April.
On this Palm Sunday we remember
how Jesus faced up to his enemies,
we pray for all those who are
persecuted for their faith
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D I A R Y
and for all prisoners of conscience.
We pray for Deacon Jane Gibson as
she moves to a new Circuit.
24th April On this glorious Easter Day,
we pray that our hearts may be
filled with the glory of the risen Jesus
and our lives transformed as we
seek to worship him. Pray for Rev
Len Karn and Marton
1st May. We pray for all young
people who face their exams at this
time and for their families who
support them. Pray for Hayley
Liversidge and Matt Conant and
their ministries with children young
people and families. Pray for
Nunthorpe
8th May. We pray today for all who
are sad because someone they
love has died and those who always
live with the memories of their loved
ones, that they may find comfort in
their faith and the love and concern
of their family and friends. Pray for
Elaine and Julie in their work and for
Linthorpe Road. 15th May. We pray
today for all our many church and
circuit meetings that through our
deliberations God’s will may be
done. Pray for Linda Harkins and
Avenue
22nd May. We pray today for the
many people who pass through our
churches each week that they may
be made aware of our faith and our
mission. Pray for Ormesby church
29th May. We pray for the
relationships we have in our
churches with each other that we
may seek to share the love of God
with all whom we have contact.
Pray for Normanby

