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Is it just when we reach a certain age that
we start saying things like' Where does
the time go?' 'Surely it can't be Christmas
again?'
Well of course when you start to receive
this Memo, Christmas will be well on the
way. We do hope and pray that this year
we will be able to enjoy a Christmas
without restrictions, chance to be with
loved ones, and to hold our special
services. In these dark times, the great
news of a God who loves us so much that
he became one of us in his son Jesus,
gives us a sense of light and hope. It is
this message which we will sing about
and read about. Maybe we will see the
young children acting out the Nativity
showing us again that wonderful story
through the excited eyes of children.
Our Memo will give some information
about how some of our churches are
celebrating this Christmas, in addition to
their Sunday services shown on the Plan.
Whenever Elaine, Anne and I sit down to
plan Memo, we do so with a certain sense
of apprehension mainly because we worry
about whether we have enough material
so we don't have to turn too much to
articles from other publications. We are so
grateful to all the people who do send us
their thoughts and news for inclusion.
Memo is a special way of communicating
with each other in the circuit and beyond.
Don’t forget the Circuit website which is
regularly updated with information by
David Everitt.
Maybe you would like to share with us
your thoughts, everyone of us has
something valuable to say, so head to your
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laptop or get out the pen and paper and
send your offering to Elaine at the Circuit
Office.
Maybe you will have stories of Christmas
to share or you might want to share your
hopes and prayers for the New Year. The
deadline date for receiving articles is
shown below.
Finally, although we love all that is
special about our own churches and in
some cases work hard to keep them going,
we are also a Circuit. As such we hold in
prayer our friends at Eston Grange and
Linthorpe Road as they seek new Spiritual
homes and of course experience the
sadness of having to cease to meet in their
churches. We pray that God will bless
them and that we will all give them a
warm welcome wherever they decide to
go.
Finally a Happy Christmas and a special
New Year,
Dave
on behalf of Anne and Elaine.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO
Please send all contributions
to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road, Nunthorpe,
Middlesbrough TS7 0BS

Or email to
mbrocircuit@gmail.com
by 1st JANUARY 2022

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends
Advent and Christmas greetings to you all. Advent is a neglected season in our culture.
People quite understandably enjoy the celebration of Christmas, with its feasting and
carols and do all they can to bring that celebration forward in their diaries. Thus, we have
Christmas decorations going up in our town from early November (or even October),
school carol services to attend at the beginning of December and Christmas dinners
scattered throughout the month. Primary school children practice their nativities for
several weeks before they perform them. The result of all this can be a kind of Christmas
fatigue which takes the joy out of the season.
Even in our churches it is a source of frustration to me that Advent continues to be a
neglected season. We have our carol services and Christmas events all in the season of
Advent. Of course, none of this is exactly what you would call a hardship, and I would
forgive you if you told me to stop moaning. However, I cannot help but think that we are
all missing something important if Christmas is our only focus in the several weeks before
the 25th December.
Advent is a good antidote to all this. In many ways it is a more somber season. In Advent
we explore themes of hope, judgement, expectation, longing and love. We see the evil in
the world around us with open eyes and long for a time when there may be justice and
change for all. Advent is about finding the light of hope in a dark world. Through Advent
we pray that we may be transformed so that we can carry the light of hope to others.
The value of Advent is that it puts Christmas into context. Christmas is not just
celebration of the good life. It is not just a piece of hedonism set in the midst of a life
which is pretty good anyway. Christmas is about good news set in the middle of struggle.
This is what we see in the birth of Jesus, when the son of God is born in abject poverty to
a couple who are caught up in a desperate struggle for survival. It is wonderful to see that
God’s plan is revealed in the middle of all the worst that human life can offer.
Unless we step away from the celebrations for a time, we miss all this. At the heart of
Christmas is considerable pain. Indeed, for some people in our congregation Christmas is
unbearably painful. Advent gives us the opportunity to wrestle with that and wonder how
we might respond. It is only when we see the darkness, we begin to truly appreciate the
light of Christ. May our observance of Advent and our celebration of Christmas this year
fill us with hope for ourselves and for our world.
Revd. David Godfrey
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Backin business at MAP
It is fantastic to be able to report that MAP is back, nearly, in
normal operation. Through the efforts of amazing groups of
volunteers we had managed to keep some core levels of service
running all the way through the pandemic. However, our doors are now open for face
to face activities in all of our main locations.
The clothing drop-in at Avenue is gradually developing back into a social space, with
some light refreshments available, a bit of pool being played and general chatter, as
well as distribution of core household items and clothing. The football team seems
more popular than ever, we have had thirty or more players each week during
September. Friday English class had a lovely summer, delivering the class in Albert
Park, before resuming indoors in September. And, the weekend games session on
Saturday is back open again, thanks to the dedication of Trish and Anwar.
We are expecting that this year our work in Redcar and Cleveland will develop, as the
Home Office is looking to house more and more people in this area. A new
development for us is that we have started working out of the Baptist Church on Park
Avenue in Redcar on Wednesdays, and this really seems to be proving to be a great
move. The venue is perfect for us, and there is a really good synergy with the other
work that goes on from the building.
We are taking care to ensure covid precautions are taken, with hand sanitisers on
arrival, and masks where we can. So far, the only group that has not managed to
resume in some form is the singing group, where there are some ongoing covid-safety
measures which we are looking into. However, we are really hoping that the worst of
disruption is behind us.
As ever, we will be looking for donations of warm coats, bedding and basics as the
winter months come along. Thanks also for continued support from the circuit.
Ailsa Adamson
6 October 2021

“MAP volunteers teaching
English in Albert Park,
August 2021”
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Methodist Women in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British
unit of the World Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church Women
There are no Circuit Network meetings planned for the immediate future. The
situation remains under review.
MWiB Darlington District events.
The Minsteracres Overnighter at the Retreat Centre, Consett, Co Durham which was
cancelled earlier this year due to the Coronavirus has been rescheduled to take place
on Friday 11th/ Saturday 12th March 2022. The Facilitator is Jan Such Pickard.
Advance booking is required for this.
The next planned meeting will be a Day of Reflection for Easter at Stokesley
Methodist Church on Monday 11th April. More details later.
Darlington District Charity 2019/21 – “COCO”- Comrades of Children
Overseas.
I first wrote about this Project in the December 2019 issue of MEMO. It was to
support a school in Mbita, Kenya which needed new classrooms to replace the
dangerous temporary classrooms that they were using, and to buy equipment for the
school. At the time it was for one year only but due to the situation with Covid 19
and not many opportunities for fundraising it was extended for another year.
It has been possible to send money from time to time to help the school. Last year
£2,000 was received in donations, this year £4,380, totalling £6,380. COCO has
already received £2,730 leaving a balance of £3,650 which has been made up to
£3,700. In addition, 2 ladies raised £400 for “Walk the Wall” last year and a further
£500 has been raised this year by another lady so an excellent result overall.

Many thanks to everyone who has helped in the fundraising over these 2 years
Kath Smithies
Methodist Women in Britain (Network) Secretary

Plan ahead — It wasn’t raining
when Noah built the ark. – Anon
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Nunthorpe Methodist Church
Home Prayer Group
Prayer is the Power House of God,
We are lucky to have around 15 people who each Wednesday pray individually in their
own homes, at the same time, for concerns within our Church and Circuit.
What is Prayer,
For me it is simply talking to God, I try to follow the initials
ACTS.
I am very bad at A, Adoration and Awe. I often forget to give
praise, and am not always in Awe of the Wonder of God. WHY? simply because the
God I know is a Loving God, he is shown in the Bible as a forgiving Loving God over
and over again, I cannot fear Him, only love Him. He is my friend.
C is for Confession , I am quite good at this (as I get so much wrong).
T is for Thanksgiving, I am also good at this. There is so much to say thanks for, not
least that I live in Nunthorpe, as so many places in the World suffer from devastating
wars, floods and forest fires.
S is for Supplication, I am expert on this one, forever asking God for help in so many
ways, and for so many things. God does answer Prayer, we, ( the Prayer Group) have
had so many miracles over the past year.
Anyone interested in joining our Group, contact Rose Ghosh 01642 318551

Avenue Project
Due to the pandemic Avenue closed on 20th March 2020 and was effectively closed
to the beginning of May 2021.
The exception being that MAP with all the Covid protocols in place opened the Dropin on a limited basis in October 2020 They started opening “normally” at the
beginning of September 2021. During the time we were shutdown our caretaker Paul
White was furloughed. He started back at work at the beginning of May 2021 just as
our clients slowly started to come back and recommence their activities. At present
only two groups have not returned to continue their activities but three new groups
have started meeting at Avenue. We hope they are happy at Avenue.
John Martin
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OUR MUM
Our mother was amazing
in very many ways,
she knitted, sewed and baked for us
throughout our childhood years.
All those lovely cakes she baked
we ate so very fast,
apple pies, eclairs and scones
we couldn’t make them last.
Her garden was her pride and joy
the place she loved to be,
with flowers blooming through the year
for everyone to see.
Our mother had a lovely smile
that lit up all her face,
everyone just loved our mum
so full of peace and grace.
She will be sadly missed by all
especially family,
those ninety six years that she lived
each left a memory.
Thank you Lord you set her free
and no more pain suffer,
her spirit rose to heaven above
goodbye our precious mother.
And now in paradise she lives
in peace and joy so free.
blessed beyond all measure
in Heaven’s eternity.
Penny Martin

HARVEST AT MARTON
Our Harvest Festival service was led by David and this year the
donations of non-perishable food and money were given to the
local Foodbank. The morning was quite special for us as we
had coffee/tea and super home made cakes after the service in
the Church Hall - the first time we have done that since March
last year. It was lovely to be able to have a natter after the service indoors rather
than in the car park. We have continued to serve refreshments after morning service
since then.
Doreen Mealing
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Angels from the Realms of Glory
StF 190 H&P 92
I suppose the tricky thing about Angels from
the Realms is the way the chorus can catch
you out! When you’re singing it to the French
carol tune Iris, you’ve taken a VERY big
breath and you’re coping with the long Co-uhuh-uh- uh- uh- uh-uh-uh-uh-uh-uh-uh um and
worship, Christ the new-born King! Then you
have to repeat, only this time there’s that extra
“worship”. That’s the thing about angels,
they’re tricky! They suddenly appear when you least expect it. They certainly did with
those shepherds “abiding” in the fields, if Luke’s account [Luke 2:8-20] is to be taken
literally. I wouldn’t say it’s my favourite carol, but I always enjoy the challenge of
singing it.
Written by James Montgomery a Scottish born poet, newspaper editor and hymn
writer, it was published in 1816 in his newspaper the Sheffield Iris, and started to be
sung from 1825 when it appeared in The Christian Psalmist. Montgomery was a bit of
a radical. Theologically raised and trained in the Moravian Church, he was concerned
with the abolition of slavery and the exploitation of child chimney sweeps. Twice
Montgomery was imprisoned on charges of sedition: in 1795 for publishing a poem
celebrating the fall of the Bastille and the following year for criticising a magistrate for
forcibly dispersing a political protest in Sheffield. In Sheffield you would see a statue
to him outside the cathedral as well as various streets named Montgomery, as is a
Grade II-listed drinking fountain on Broad Lane. Remember how important fresh clean
water was in the 19th Century. The Surrey Street meeting hall of the Sunday Schools
Union (now known as The Montgomery) was named in his honour in 1886. It houses a
420-seat theatre, which also bears his name. He was a well-respected philanthropist
and religious writer.
Angels though and wings! The annunciation to the shepherds is maybe the most
dramatic of all the Nativity stories! Oh to have been there! To be blinded by the
shining heavenly host especially if, like the shepherds you were the lowest of the low
and out shivering in the pitch-black , reverberating hills. Mary has a visit from just one
angel, Gabriel, but those shepherds get a crowd. Strictly speaking “angel” is just
another word for messenger and there is no mention of angels having wings in the
bible except for the Ezekiel’s Cherubim or Isaiah’s Seraphim who are human/animal
hybrids and have more than one pair. You wouldn’t want to meet one of those on a
lonely hillside. It is artists from the 4th century onwards who imagined beautiful beings
with wings.
Since then angels have been fully adapted by popular culture. Songs from the
Victorian era Angels Ever Bright and Fair set to Handel, link through to say, Angels
by Robbie Williams. You can probably think of lots more. Many people believe they
have a guardian angel; that their deceased loved ones, now become angels, watch over
them. How many times in the Deaths notices do we read there is another angel in
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heaven. It is a great comfort for people however non-scriptural the idea may be.
Originally high culture’s sublime magnificent beings, Angels have become rather
ordinary! Remember Clarence the rather shambling elderly Angel in a suit who
finally got his wings in the 1946 film It’s a Wonderful Life after persuading suicidal
George Bailey aka James Stewart that his life was worth living, he would be missed.
When George is back in the arms of his family, his too-cute little daughter lisps
“Every time a bell rings an angel gets his wings”. ..we remember Clarence. Although
that is a bit twee, maybe there is a role for us all as God’s angels, to act as his
messengers. Montgomery’s hymn majestically links the transcendent Angels who
once “sang creation’s story” to these now announcing Christ’s birth. The immanence
of God is affirmed: he is “residing” with us. The wise men [sages] are enabled to see
more than visions, and the patient saints who waited for this moment are rewarded.
We, who sing of a mere infant, can know that in time every knee will bow to his filled
throne. And we still have that chorus to sing! It’s a command: Come. Come and
worship! Worship Christ the new-born King!.
Ruth Lewis

News from Nunthorpe
Gifts at our Harvest Service in September resulted in a wonderful supply of full
shopping bags which were taken to Trinity Food Bank, along with £85 donated by
members of the congregation. There was a striking display at the front symbolising
not only Creation but our reading which was the Parable of the Sower. You could see
a brown, stony wilderness, where the seeds would not grow, to the left of the
communion table. This changed gradually following rainbow coloured cloths, into
colourful harvest profusion of bread flowers, jars and tins of produce on the right.

At 3.00pm on the afternoon of 3rd October David Godfrey led the Civic Service for
the Mayor of Redcar and Cleveland, Councillor Carole Morgan, who is a church
member. Around 60 -70 Civic Guests and members of our congregation came,
following Redcar and Cleveland’s Covid guide-lines. Pat Martin had produced three
wonderful flower displays, two vibrant orange and one a subtle blue and green.
Carole kindly said we could distribute the flowers to poorly people in our
congregation, which we were pleased so to do. There were readers from Whale Hill
Primary School and Eston’s One Voice Choir (plus guide-dog) were amazing! The
retiring collection was for the Link Charitable Trust and Rubies, based in South Bank
which provides mental health support for girls aged 10-18. Afterwards we feasted in
both halls and the children were able to run around in Noah’s Garden! A pleasure
and a privilege !
Stewards.
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Eston Grange Methodist Church
Our little Methodist Church is closing down,
it’s been a beautiful place of worship we all applaud.
The journey isn’t over, we still have our faith,
trying to help, being kind to others, to keep each other safe.
Good times we have had, over the years, met lovely families along the way,
(our little church I wish you could stay).
I remember days out on a bus trip and buffets in a church hall,
meeting friends, popping into shops and looking at craft stalls.
We did Messy Church, the children had lots of fun,
they used instruments at play, and we all sung.
Speakers often came, talked about their hobbies with a video or photographs,
cuppa and cake to follow, a chat perhaps a laugh.
(our little church I wish you could stay).
Puppets were used to tell a story, behind a stage,
in the schools we had visited the children and teachers were engaged.
(our little church I wish you could stay).
You made us all, kinder, better people, who we are now and today.
I loved our Easter Breakfast seated like twelve disciples round the table,
flowers placed on the cross from all attending, we were followers ready and able.
We had lovely times, Remembrance Day so poignant and Christmas Carols by
Candlelight.
Seems like a memory in the distance out of sight.
(our little church I wish you could stay).
We will carry on our faith, and look to the future, but remember the past,
our memories, always in our hearts and forever.
We are thankful, and memories always last.
So families who came to our church,
let us unite in prayer and song.
To keep the faith, be kind and be at peace,
wherever you choose to worship you truly belong.
(our little church I wish you could stay).
But I and we, will follow your beliefs as if it were yesterday.

Debbie Louth
Eston Grange Methodist Church Member
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Ceasing to Meet
I find it sad that we are seeing two of our churches ceasing to meet in the next few
weeks. As Preachers we have the privilege of getting around all the churches in our
Circuit. Maybe we are especially blessed with making friends in all the churches and
always, in my experience, feeling so welcome in all of them. I just wanted to share my
feelings on my time in both churches.
I became connected with Linthorpe Road shortly after I had arrived in Middlesbrough
as a young teacher in 1971. I was contacted by Rev. Joe Rimmer to join the
Middlesbrough Team Ministry. This really appealed to me because I was able to be
involved in projects to make the town centre churches, including Linthorpe Road, have
a part to play in ministering to the town, to the many who lived and worked in this area.
When I began preaching in this Circuit, I remember the warm welcome at Linthorpe
Road, as I was very apprehensive in this new environment. The lovely interior of the
church made me feel at home as it was very like my church at Scarborough which had
sadly closed in 1967 and soon had been demolished. I remember the choir and the
anthems they sang at both services.
Later I was excited by Bill Teasdale's decision to start a mid-week
service for shoppers and workers in the town centre. It was
supposed to be twenty minutes, which I always stuck to!! and it
gave people chance to worship, enjoy fellowship, and maybe have
some lunch. Again, I enjoyed preaching at these services and
although many of the congregation were from the town, some
were also the 'home team' It didn't matter, here was real fellowship, worship and
outreach. What a blessing that Allison continued with the services when Bill had to
slow down a little!
I was also involved in some 'special services' at the church including some youth
services where the church would be full and there was something very special about
another form of outreach to young people. Of course, the church has so many other
great memories as it had so much to offer.
Eston Grange is a relatively new fellowship compared to Linthorpe Road. Again, I
have so many happy memories of preaching there and so many memories of the warm
and special welcome which I always received. The church was warm in every sense of
the word, and the worship so sincere.
I remember the attention taken by the stewards to ensure the environment was right,
taking the candle to the front of church, singing an introit, and what was special to me
were the prayer requests on the pulpit. As a visiting preacher it is always so good to
know who needs our prayers. A special touch which helped, was the fact that the pulpit
hymn book had bookmarks in for each of the hymns, something seemingly small, yet
just helpful in the smooth running of worship.

I remember having special services there, when we were involved in a project called
'News for the Nineties' which I was privileged to be part of. Also, the good people of
Eston Grange used to cook amazing meals for lots of people when we had Action for
Children fund raising evenings at the church.
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Preaching at Eston was in a gentle relaxed atmosphere with a real sense that everyone
was involved in the service, by being there and having a prayerful input.
I also remember a wider preaching appointment when I
enjoyed leading the Church weekend which I seem to
remember was at Whitby and was a very special
experience.
Both churches will be so much missed by all our
preachers because I am sure they too could have written their memories of these two churches.
We pray that all of the church family at both Eston Grange and Linthorpe Road will find
a warm welcome whichever church they decide to join and I look forward to seeing you
all in your new spiritual homes.
God Bless,
Dave Elliott

An update from your Methodist Council representative
Many of us wear several hats as we seek to serve various roles within the church. One
of the volunteer positions that I have recently been elected to is that of (lay)
representative from the Darlington District to the Methodist Council succeeding Rev.
Bev Hollings who has been the ordained rep for the last four years - the role alternates
every four years between a lay/ordained person.
Most folks will already know that the Methodist Conference is the governing body of
the Methodist Church. As Conference meets only once a year, the Methodist Council,
made up of presbyters and lay folks with support from members of the connexional
team, undertakes ongoing work on behalf of the Conference. In normal times, the
Council meets physically three times a year but following the onset of the covid
pandemic this has necessarily been adjusted to virtual gatherings using the Zoom media
platform over the course of the last eighteen months with only one ‘covid safe in person’
meeting that has recently taken place at the start of this new Methodist year – my first
Council experience!
To say that there is a huge amount of mission and supporting related and unrelated work
going on locally, regionally and connexionally is an understatement. My eyes continue
to be opened and amazed at what is going on across Methodism.
For those of you who are keen to know more about the work of the Council, detailed
papers covering the breadth of what it is engaged with on behalf of Conference across
the country can be found on the Methodist Church website but I thought that a snapshot
summary of some of the key areas that are currently under scrutiny might be informative
and of interest.

•

District reviews – an extensive consultation on whether the current district structure
remains fit for purpose or whether regional collaboration and/or a reduction in the
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number of districts might be considered in the longer term.
• Conference structure – again a consultation process looking at whether the
current 306 conference attendees structure should continue in its current form or be
replaced by a leaner structure of governance and perhaps meeting biennially instead of
annually.
• Ministerial pension scheme – this is an area receiving particular scrutiny by a
number of key Council members and specialist professionals led by the Director of
Finance from the connexional team. Various related issues are being explored with a
view to ensuring a more sustainable scheme in the longer term. This is a complex and
technical area and I was extremely encouraged by the expertise and careful thought and
discussion being brought to it.
• Safeguarding – Policy updates were agreed for publication/circulation along with
the accompanying theology of safeguarding resources. This included a new Antibullying policy that was endorsed by Council. Following the recent publication of the
report by the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA), there was an
acknowledgement that constant vigilance was required and that this remained a ‘growth
area’ for the Methodist Church that was requiring of continued focus and oversight.
• COP26 – An acknowledgement that the Methodist Church required to move
incrementally to a carbon-neutral position by 2030 (a real challenge considering the
age, nature and legacy of the property estate).
All of the above as well as the connexional risk register; the development of policy on
deliverance ministry; committee appointments; the implementation of the Justice,
Dignity & Solidarity strategy (JDS); the introduction of an anti-fraud policy; a planned
replacement for the current Chair of Council and decisions touching on Methodist
Church House as well as other significant property schemes all came under the spotlight
for group and collective discussion/decision. In short, a packed and necessarily time
consuming agenda book-ended by collective worship all of which (in my opinion at
least) demonstrated Methodism at its best and at work in the world.
I hope this brief summary is useful – if you require more detailed information check out
the Methodist Council web-site in the first instance or get in touch with me. As your
District representative to the Methodist Council I would welcome comments on any of
the topics currently under discussion so that I am able to provide feedback and properly
discharge my role.
Mark R. Braithwaite
Darlington District Methodist Council Rep.

Our great-grandfathers called it the holy Sabbath;
our grandfathers called it the Sabbath;
our fathers called it Sunday;
today it’s known as the weekend.
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Special Days
When the Christmas and New Year season ends, it seems that nothing much
happens in January and February. How wrong this is – read on to see a plethora of
‘Special Days’ you may not be aware of:
4th January – World Braille Day. This is relatively new, starting in
2019. It is observed to raise awareness of the importance of Braille as a
means of communication, and of the human rights for blind and partially
sighted people.
17th Jan - Martin Luther King Jnr. Day. A celebration of the life and work of civil
rights activist Martin Luther King Junior by honouring his achievements. Established
as a federal holiday in America in 1983, it is usually celebrated with marches and
parades and with speeches by civil rights and political leaders.
18th January - Winnie the Pooh Day. Celebrated on author A. A. Milne's birthday,
Winnie the Pooh Day celebrates the beloved honey-obsessed bear with readings and
teddy bear's picnics. Winnie’s quotes are well known for being inspirational and funny.
20th January – Penguin Awareness Day. This day was created to
celebrate these unique and remarkable animals and bring awareness
to their endangerment. 11 of the 17 existing living penguin species
are considered endangered or vulnerable.
5th February – World Nutella Day. A day dedicated to the enjoyment of the popular
chocolate and hazelnut spreads. The day was established in 2007 when fans began
celebrating by sharing Nutella pictures, ideas, inspirations and recipes on social media
(my favourite is a spoonful of Nutella along with a spoonful of crunchy peanut butter
in a bowl of porridge, topped with sliced banana)
28th Jan - International LEGO Day. LEGO Day marks the date when Godtfred
Kirk Christiansen patented the original 2x4 LEGO brick. What’s your greatest LEGO
achievement?
17th Feb - Random Acts of Kindness Day. Spend the day doing random acts of
kindness. The holiday was started by the Random Acts of Kindness Foundation, which
was founded in 1995. The Foundation has a new initiative called Kindness at Home –
a programme for making kindness the norm at Home! (Visit their website to download
their programme material).
27th February - International Polar Bear Day. Every year, this
global event draws attention to the challenges polar bears face in a
warming Arctic and how each of us can help. The day was created to
focus on the need to protect denning families across the Arctic. See
the website for more information https://polarbearsinternational.org/
Hope you enjoy some of the many special days that will happen this year.
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Stainton Methodist Church
Our harvest festival celebration was on
Sunday 26th September and was led by
Rev. David. It was only our third service
since re-opening our doors so it really
was a celebration on all accounts. Of
course we had the Covid precautions in
place.
Everyone was very generous with their
donations of non perishable goods which
were kindly taken to the Food Bank by
two of our friends from the Parish
Church who had joined us for the service.
The harvest display was somewhat reduced but seemed to work
very well with the customary scarecrow keeping an eye on
Claire Tate
everything.

TAKE MY HAND
Take my hand, Gentle Saviour, take my hand.
Take my hand, Gentle Saviour, you understand.
You know what I've been through: I know I can trust you.
Take my hand, Gentle Saviour take my hand.
Walk with me, Gentle Saviour, walk with me.
My Lord Jesus, Gentle Saviour, you set me free.
Help me walk ever closer so that all may see
that the world's gentle Saviour walks with me.
I don't know, Gentle Saviour, what life will send.
I don't know, Gentle Saviour, what's round the bend.
But I know Gentle Saviour, that you are my friend.
And will walk with me, Saviour, to the end.
Celia Shires 27th September 2021
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EVENTSAROUND THE CIRCUIT
(not shown on The Plan, bookings is essential)
GROVE HILL
Saturday 18th December - 10.00am Carol Singing on the grass in front of
church, all welcome. This will be followed by mince pies and drinks in Church.
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service at 11.00am led by
Dave Elliott
MARTON
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm led by Rev.
David Godfrey
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 9.30am led John Hinton
NORMANBY
Saturday 4th December – Christmas Coffee Morning 10am to Noon
Sunday 19th December – Remembering Loved Ones Memorial Service 3.00pm
Friday 24th December - Sacrament Service at 7.00pm led by Rev. Christopher
Wood-Archer
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service at 9.30am led by
Rev. Christopher Wood-Archer
NUNTHORPE
Saturday 27th November - Christmas Fayre 10.00am - 12.30pm
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service outside at 6.30pm
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 9.30am led by Rev. David
Godfrey
STAINTON
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 10.30am led Rev David
Godfrey
TRINITY
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Service 10.00 0am led by
Rev. Charity Hamilton
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Young Sunday—“Just Angels”
"Just Angels" a project involving the young people of
Young Sunday to encourage the people of
Middlesbrough to make thousands of origami paper
angels. The angels will be displayed from the ceiling
of Newton Mall in the Cleveland Centre over the
Christmas period, and it is hoped too that displays will
be created in the windows of shops, businesses and
homes throughout Middlesbrough.
Rev. Charity Hamilton said "This project is super simple, its just angels. This
Christmas we want to encourage people in Middlesbrough to just make an angel.
Perhaps it'll be to remember a loved one who has died this last year, perhaps it will be
to remember a victim of Covid, perhaps it will help us remember that there's always
some hope".
A Pattern for an angel is on the enclosed flyer and on the Circuit website.
Angel making workshops in the Cleveland Centre on Saturday 4th and Saturday 11th
December between 11.00a.m. until 3.00p.m. You are welcome to come to the
workshops and lend a hand!
Please contact Kay Braithwaite on 01642 320627 for further information.

We consider Christmas as the encounter, the great encounter, the
historical encounter, the decisive encounter, between God and
mankind. He who has faith knows this truly; let him rejoice.

Pope Paul VI
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Seeing the light
In September I took a monumental decision to have two
trees in the garden cut down. The trees were really
lovely. One was a well-shaped green spruce and the other
was one that has a mass of tiny white flowers in early
spring followed by red leaves in the summer. Side by side
they were eye-catching and long-tailed tits and other birds became frequent visitors. I
even learnt how to mimic the tits’ chatter and if they were in the neighbourhood they
would fly in to see what was happening.
So why get rid of them you may ask? Well, unfortunately they were very close to the
house, very tall and made the area quite dark which isn’t good in a north facing
garden. After much deliberation the decision was made and a tree surgeon called in.
There was a bit of a guilty feeling particularly with the Queen’s Green Canopy
Initiative, to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee, starting in October 2021. On the
day, I left to volunteer in Hope Café as the tree man arrived and it was with
trepidation that I returned later in the day to see the outcome. It was one of those
‘Wow’ moments! Yes there was no sign of the trees ever having been there and there
was the joyous transformation of my garden that had been blocked from view for
such a long time. It was light, open and showed up the plants and shrubs that had
been valiantly struggling under cover of the departed foliage for such a long time.
Even now I feel the same every morning when I open the curtains. It reminds me that
there are large things on our minds and in our daily routines that grow so big that they
stop you seeing and living life as it should be. Sometimes you just have to take that
giant step!
Anne Smith

Harvest at Trinity
Trinity had a number of visitors in residence over the Harvest
period. There was Eliza who brought a rat and a besom with
her, a visitor from Linthorpe Road Methodist Church, a dad
with a baby, a Girlguiding Rainbow, a lady bedecked with
flowers, a set of quads and others all sartorially dressed. Of
course they weren’t real but they were rather endearing
scarecrows. Rev Charity set the task and those who couldn’t make scarecrows
brought colourful card scarecrow-themed wreaths. The display put a smile on our
faces and was certainly a talking point. The generous gifts of food essentials,
chocolatey treats and money were donated to the Food Bank. Anne Smith
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F�o�
I hate it when I think I’m buying ORGANIC
vegetables, but when I get home, they’re
REGULAR doughnuts.

T�� ca�
A minister and his wife were going out for
the evening, and carefully set the security
lights and put the cat out. But when they
opened the door to go to the taxi, the cat
slipped back in and disappeared upstairs.
Irritated, the minister followed it.
The wife waited with the taxi driver. Not
wanting him to know that they were
leaving the manse empty, she said: “My
husband is just upstairs for a quick word
with my mother.”

Pr�� �i�� �r�n���
A small boy went to church with his
grandmother and joined her when she
quietly slipped off the pew to kneel and
pray. He even copied her example of
burying her face in her hands. But after
a few seconds his curiosity got the
better of him.
“Who are we hiding from, grannie?”

A few minutes later, the husband arrived,
breathless. “Sorry I took so long” he said,
“but she put up a fight! Stupid old thing
was hiding under the bed and I had to
poke her with a coat hanger and grab her
by the scruff of the neck to get her out.”

L�u��
This morning I saw a neighbour talking
to her cat and you could tell she thought
the cat understood every word. I came
back home and told my dog. We got a big
laugh out of that.

P�r�r�i�
A primary teacher was observing her
classroom of children while they
were drawing. As she got to one little
girl who was working diligently, she
asked what the drawing was. The girl
replied, “I’m drawing God.”
The teacher blinked: “But no one
knows what God looks like.”
Without missing a beat, or looking up
from her drawing, the girl replied,
“They will in a minute.”

Wh� ��rs�
While flying home, my mother was
sitting across the aisle from a woman and
her eight-year-old son. Mum couldn’t
help laughing as they neared their
destination and she heard the mother say
to the boy, “Now remember – run to Dad
first, then the dog.”

The Parish Pump
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Looking Forward.
I enjoy writing for MEMO, reflecting and sharing what God
is doing in my life and at Trinity’s outreach TFFC. The last
few months God has been shining His light into my heart
revealing those things that are not of Him. I wanted a closer
relationship with God, because no matter how long you have
been a Christian there is always more. I prayed Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God and
know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive
way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.
Since coming to faith in September 2008 I have walked with the Lord and have often
shared my journey through those first seven years of absolute bliss. He has taken
residency in my heart and radically transformed my life. The words of the song Amazing
Grace became a reality, as I saw the world through new eyes.
It was after those seven years of bliss, that I came to Trinity Methodist Church and took
over from Jane and Nigel Perrot in the mission and pioneer work. Looking back, I can
see the hand of God over me, however it felt as if He had moved away, as things became
harder for me in my walk. I remember some mature
believers saying that when I was high upon the
mountain top that this was the ‘honeymoon period’.
They remembered having the same experience, where
even their faces shone. After listening to the testimony
of others, I thought it would be different for me, as I
was going from strength to strength with the Lord. I
was reading my bible, watching sermons by heroes in
faith like John Wesley, Billy Graham and Joyce Meyer.
I use to spend my time praising God, lifting up His Holy
name, I thought I would sing all the days of my life. I used to write worships songs, He
became my first love and everything was rosy in the garden. However, those who have
been married for a long period know the real work begins after the wedding.
When we put our heads above the turrets and step out to do God’s work , then the enemy
will surely take a shot, the bible describes this as the fiery dart of the enemy. His main
aim is to stop the kingdom of God from expanding here on earth. The church is here to
be the body. His Spirit can work through us, sharing the Good News that Jesus has paid
the ransom for your life. He shed His blood on the cross so you can have everlasting life.
It’s not surprising there were a few stumbling blocks in my way. They come as the trials
of life, the death of a loved one, sickness, family/neighbour dispute, loss of job, mental/
physical health to unruly teenagers. I experienced quite a few things on that list, the pain
at losing my father cut like a knife in the depth of my soul. Even though I was a
Christian I still went through every emotion. However we can get through with His help
and support of our brothers and sisters in faith. When going through the stages of grief
my song (joy) disappeared, I was unable to worship. Unable to say ‘it is well with my
soul’ but our Lord has been with me through the pain and suffering. He has healed my
heart and bandaged my wounds. I feel completely healed, but it has taken time, I know if
we love much we also grieve much, so that won’t be the last time my heart is broken.
TFFC has been a great source of comfort and a place where I have witnessed the love of
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God through the people that serve in this church. I have always known that God is going to do marvellous things at Trinity, and people will come from all over to see what
god is doing in this place. In Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision the people perish
but he who keeps the law is blessed . We must be able to see what God is doing. We
are in this world but not of it. We are in the kingdom of God now, on earth as it is in
heaven. Lockdown was a time of action, showing those who needed help that we are a
church that has a ministry of giving. We were able to give people food parcels, helping
those most vulnerable with support and fellowship. Since opening the café, the community have filled the place. It is lovely to see the groups of people chattering, sharing
cake, knitting and doing crafts together.
Since all the Sure Start Children’s Centres closed, TFFC have covered the cost for a
Baby Movers session. This has enabled parents and grandparents to enjoy this energetic
dance group with babies and toddlers free of charge.
The garden project is the next thing on our vision board. We
anticipate that the Trinity garden will be transformed providing
the community with a safe space to play, and learn about climate
change and how we can do our bit. Richard Cooper has been
heading up this project, his vision is to grow fruit and vegetables
which will be used in the café and be given away.
Next year will be a wonderful year of advancement for TFFC.
We aim to serve those in our neighbourhood in food poverty and
build relationships with the wider community. Please pray for
this project as we apply for funding for the work to go from
strength to strength TFFC hope to deliver workshops on
budgeting, employability and confidence building.
Due to an injury I was unable to start Revelation Wellness, but I am having physio and
can now start this exciting ministry of using exercise as a way to spread the gospel.
This will start in January, as this is the perfect time after Christmas pudding and mince
pies.
Everything we do at TFFC is to share the love of God and to share the Good News, we
must keep this at the forefront of our minds. Go and Make disciples of all nations was
the last instruction Jesus gave to His disciples and this is the purpose of TFFC.
Discipleship training, bible studies and prayer will be offered to
anyone with a hunger and thirst. Please pray for the work at
TFFC and for an increase in volunteers and resources.

Thank you.

Sharon Sewell
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News from the Circuit Meeting 15.9.21
Circuit Review
Moving forward post Covid, the CLT felt that this would be a good time to launch a
review across our circuit (the last one being in 2015). This would give an opportunity
to seek the views of all people connected to our churches regarding ‘the way we are
working, what we want to do going forward and what are our hopes and dreams for the
future’. This will be launched through the Autumn church council meetings.
Cease to Meet
CWA brought to the meeting the news that Eston Grange had, after prayerful
consideration, decided to suspend worship on the 21 st November and seek to cease to
meet. The meeting fully supported their decision and although this was met with
sadness, Rev David noted that it should not be thought of as failure, but rather, a time
when the ‘purpose has been fulfilled’ and we need to recognise the changing face of
mission, accepting that all things have a natural ending
Circuit Review
The Rev Christopher Wood Archer comes to the end of his appointment and will be
leaving the circuit in the summer of 2022. At this time, we would normally start the
process of seeking a new minister through stationing. However, our circuit finances
show that we are currently not in position to seek a replacement for CWA.
Appointments
Neil Mapplebeck was appointed as a Circuit Steward
Mark Braithwaite was re-appointed to continue in the role of Circuit Safeguarding
Officer
Safeguarding – important points to note
Churches should have their own safeguarding policy signed off through the church
council and reviewed annually
DBS certificates need to be up to date – Mark Braithwaite is reviewing the records to
determine who may need to be included.
Training – is ongoing. Advanced training is necessary for all in leadership positions
working with children/young people and vulnerable adults.
Local Preachers – it was noted that the number of people accessing on-line worship
during Covid was very encouraging and this will continue through to March 2022.
Young Sunday continued to meet via Zoom during Covid. A pre-summer trip to the
beach was enjoyed by all and a star gazing event planned closer to Christmas will give
the opportunity to engage with the Christmas story. The group are leading on making
4000 origami angels to be on display in the town centre at Christmas, as a tribute to
people lost during Covid and a reminder that there are angels around us all the time.
Help with making the angels will be much appreciated.
TFFC café has re-opened and Anne Smith is the new manager. The Food Bank is now
available on Tuesdays when the café is open. The pay forward scheme in the café is
still in operation. The big focus for the coming year is well-being and part of this is
developing the Trinity Garden. It was noted that the facilities at Trinity are open to all.

LRRC –Junction 42 – a connect group for people who would not normally attend
church (e.g. ex-offenders) has started to meet. Support from the churches would be
much appreciated. There is a vacancy for a new Chair of the Board.
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There are three things to bear in
mind when you pickup your Bible
First, approach it expectantly. The Bible is not just
another book – it is the Word of God, given to us by God to
help us and instruct us. The Psalmist declared, ‘Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a
light for my path’ (Psalm 119:105). Therefore, as you open your Bible, pray that the
Holy Spirit (who inspired the writers of the Bible) will illumine its meaning to you.
Read it carefully, not just hurrying through it as you would a novel.

Secondly, read your Bible systematically. Aim to read about three chapters a
day: begin at Genesis and work through the Old Testament. Begin in Matthew and
work through the New Testament; begin in Psalms and work through Psalms and
Proverbs. Simply continue these three cycles, and it will ensure that your diet of Bible
reading each day will be varied and include a bit of everything!

Finally, read your Bible obediently. Be ready to obey the truth that God has for
you in its pages. God gave the Bible to us ‘for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16), and the Bible can change our lives as we
read it and obey its teachings every day.
The Parish Pump

CIRCUIT OFFICE
The Office will be closed from 12.00pm on
Tuesday 21st December
and re-open on
Tuesday 4th January 2020 at 9.30am
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR.
ELAINE
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P R A Y E R
th

December 5 Pray today for all the hope
that Advent brings, that hope may be
shared around our Circuit in our worship
and in our lives together. Pray for Rev David
Godfrey and for Stainton.
December 12th Pray today for all our
Preachers, who will have met in fellowship
in the last week, that our �me together may
have empowered us to go forward in this
special ministry we feel God is calling us to
fulfil. Pray for Rev Christopher Wood-Archer
and Grove Hill.
December 19th Pray today for the Christmas
services in our churches and maybe the
extra outreach this worship may bring. Pray
for our friends at Linthorpe Road and also
Eston Grange who have 'ceased to meet'
and who will be thanking God for the
wonderful witness of those two fellowships.
We pray God will be with them as they
se�le into their chosen Church Family.
December 26th We pray that the wonderful
message of the Incarna�on may have filled
our hearts with joy and with peace. We
acknowledge the message of this glorious
�me, that God so loves us he became one of
us in his son Jesus. Pray today for Rev
Charity Hamilton and Trinity and also her
ministry to the University and the Town
Centre.
January 2nd As we face a New Year, we pray
that the hoped for way out of the Pandemic
may be proving successful and that there
will be far less suffering to come. We pray,
as we think of our own hopes for 2022, we
may move forward trus�ng in a God who is
the same yesterday, today and for ever.
Pray for Rev Mike Harland and for
Nunthorpe.
January 9th Pray today for all who are ill in
body, mind or spirit and for those who care
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D I A R Y
for them at home or in hospital or hospice.
Especially we think of those people s�ll
suffering the effects of Coved.
January 16th We pray today for all the mid
week ac�vi�es hopefully now restored to
our churches, for the outreach they provide
and also the fellowship of mee�ng and
sharing, Pray for Rev Len Karn and Marton
January 23rd Pray today for those who feel
they are not accepted in Society, for those
who are new to our country as Asylum
Seekers. Pray for Methodist Asylum Project,
for Ailsa and her team. Pray for Normanby.
January 30th Pray today for the Family
Friendly centre at Trinity, for Sharon, and
for all those churches working in their
communities and offering a welcome to
people from the local area. Pray for Elaine
at the Circuit Office and for David our
Webmaster.
February 6th Pray today for those who work
in our churches with children and young
people and for the work of Young Sunday.
Pray for Chris�an teachers and School
Governors in their work with children. Pray
for the Avenue team.
February 13th Tomorrow is St Valen�ne's
Day and we pray for all who have special
relationships of love with their partners.
Pray for those seeking to be married in our
churches that they will be richly blessed.
Pray for the Chinese Church at Linthorpe
Road.
February 20th Pray today for the work of
MHA Communi�es Teesside and for all at
Montpellier Manor at Stainton.
February 27th Pray today for the Darlington
District, for all those Church families in all
their diversity united in Christ. Pray for Rev
Richard Andrew.

