MEMO
Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst

Be still and know
that I am God.
Psalm 46:10

It’s the end of September and as I sit
with pen poised and just a touch of
trepidation at writing my first
editorial, the sun is shining and the
temperature is warm(ish).
How easy to forget these lovely days
when it is raining hard, overcast or
foggy. It’s a bit like church life – a
bit of gloom here and there but
always some good things to
remember and events to look forward
to.
Talking of looking forward, it seems
that Christmas is fast approaching if
you look in the shops. It started with
new card ranges at the beginning of
August and is escalating week by
week. Soon many of us will be lost in
buying and making, wrapping and
baking ready for the ‘big day’.
Never fear, there will be chances to
escape, even if just for ten or fifteen
minutes each day. Take the
opportunity of daily readings and
reflections from the Adventures of
Advent booklet compiled by the
Local Preachers, with input from
others around the churches and
printed by Elaine in the circuit office.
Share in the variety of activities going
on in your church, support other
events around the circuit throughout
December - you will find them listed
further on. Let your mind be quieted
during this Advent season in
preparation for the true ‘big day’
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when Jesus was born to live and serve
among us and give us unconditional,
everlasting love.
As a new calendar year approaches
remember:
MEMO is read by lots of interested
and interesting people, some of whom
cannot journey far, if at all, from
home.
*

*

The team needs your
contributions in order to share
inspiration, memories, thoughts,
ideas and more.
So …….

*

Get thinking and writing (or
indeed use any other means of
communication) and don’t worry
if you can’t type, we’ll find you
someone who can!

The Communications Team sends
you every blessing for Christmas and
the New Year
Anne Smith
DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO

Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team by the
3rd January 2016
C/O the Circuit office, Nunthorpe
Methodist Church, Connaught Road,
Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough TS7 0BS
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends,

Magnificat!
As Methodist Christians, we are well known for our love of singing! We'll
be singing Christmas Carols over these next few weeks as we greet our
Lord's coming to be one with us again.
One song that both fascinates and moves me is the one which Mary,
the mother of Jesus sings when she finds she is going to be the mother
of a very special baby.
Mary, well acquainted with songs from the Old Testament, bursts out
singing because suddenly the words have changed from abstract
theories to realities. She has discovered that:
*
God is merciful - perhaps this sprang from the fact that her cousin
Elizabeth believed her story and did not turn her back on a
pregnant, but unmarried relative.
*
God has special concern for the humble and poor - he had
bypassed the aristocracy and chosen her!
*
God keeps his promises - no matter what past unfaithfulness has
marked a person's life, God remains loyal year after year.
May the experience of a teenage girl who bubbled up with joy at the
realization that God was at work - personally, globally, eternally - allow
you to greet the Christ child with an excitement that you had forgotten
was possible.
Find some time and quiet space in the midst of your business, sneak
away from the, 'must does and must buys,' light a candle and share a
few moments with Jesus. There is no need for words; not even a song,
just make the moment count, be thankful that there is a glorious
meaning to Christmas that you have discovered deep in the secret
place of your heart.
Light of the World, who in the secret of the night came down from
heaven to shine among the poor, kindle a flame of compassion in
my heart that can never be extinguished. Amen

Sue
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of Ormesby Wives Group
Who meet in Ormesby Methodist Church Hall
Wednesdays at 1.45pm
This group was started up by Mrs. Dorothy Maclean in 1965 with
about eight members which has now grown to twenty eight. In 1981
Mrs. Judy Lawton organized a team to be volunteers every week in
the coffee shop at James Cook Hospital. This is still in place every
Thursday.
The Secretary, Mrs. Sylvia Robinson has arranged many events for
the Wives Group, including a range of interesting speakers,
demonstrations including flower arranging, painting and rug
making. Film shows about music hall, travel, nature and the
Transporter Bridge, visits to the archives and Dorman Museum.
Theatre trips to see ‘Seven Brides for Seven Brothers’ and Russell
Watson. Days out have included Hexham, Scarecrow Festival, WI
Teas and the ‘Teesside Princess’.
We have raised money for speakers and church repairs through
jumble sales, quizzes, pie and pea suppers and visiting choirs
particularly Wilton, Marske, Hartlepool and the Sydenham Singers.
Long may it continue,
Marjorie Hodge
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Songs of Praise
I think that those of you who attended the Songs of Praise on
September 6th will remember a most inspirational service.
It was great to hear from our organists about a specific hymn,
they regard as special to them and also to hear why they like
that hymn so much. They rarely have chance to do that and it
was good to hear what they had to say.
There was, as always, wonderful singing at the service and it
was good to be in Avenue, thanks to the Avenue team for
making us welcome and for ensuring the church looked
immaculate.
Ron and Huw and I really enjoy organising these Praise services
as we feel that singing is so much at the heart of who we are
as Methodists, the music and words can and do affect our
emotions and our faith.
So, we thank God for our organists and pianists for the
dedicated service they give us week by week and their faith
which comes through their music.
Thank you to our organists and pianists for all they brought to
that service, and thank you to Ruth for ensuring everyone had
chance to try the instrument and to support them on the
evening.
Our next Songs of Praise will be a Lent service and will be at
Avenue on March 13th at 6-30pm.
Dave, on behalf or Ron and Huw.

In everything give thanks for
this is the will of God
Thessalonians 5:1 8
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Nativity
The scene is set, the church is candlelit,
casting leaping shadows on sacred walls,
And in the pews the silent people sit
gazing at the empty choir stalls,
and at the crib where baby Jesus lies,
and Mary, ever watchful, looks and smiles
at Joseph, oh so clever and wise,
and weary, after walking so many miles.
Soon the Christmas service will begin
and young and old will rise and sing of him
who came from heaven to earth to cleanse our sin,
and even now the church grows yet more dim.
Now the clergyman begins and music swells
and echoes through the chilly evening air,
and of the ‘shepherds watching’ carols tell
of how the angels came with news so fair.
And while they sing a door is opened quietly
and down the aisle two shepherds quickly move,
they pause, and point above the stable to the star,
the symbol of new life and radiant love,
And then they kneel before the sleeping child
in silent homage to the baby king
who reigns o’er all, but yet will be reviled
And still the people of this wonder sing.
The people sit, the organ still peals on,
and enter three kings from the Eastern lands,
led by the star which high above had shone,
and brought them to this babe in swaddling bands.
They also kneel to the one who reigns supreme,
and then they move towards the choir stalls.
There, with the shepherds they may watch the scene
where to the child each one in homage falls.
While people sing of men from every shore,
they come into the church, each in their turn
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and kneel, and move on as kings before,
eager to watch and from this lesson learn,
And when they all have knelt, and we can see
yellow, brown and black, all brothers here,
they stand and sing in sweet humility
‘Silent Night’ with voices soft yet clear
And then they once more to the manger come,
where to each one Mary and Joseph give
a lighted lantern, which to take back home,
in whose light people learn new lives to live.
And so the symbol of our Father’s love,
is carried all over the teeming earth,
to guide men to God’s sacred home above
which started with a lowly stable birth.
And many a tear is shed and many a head is bent,
as sons and daughters take their parts so well,
for this is youth whose noise is strangely stilled
and of an inner peace the scenes foretell.
The people going home, the candles out,
and costumes into boxes now are laid,
but in our hearts this light will never die
and on our lips this song will never fade.
Mary Lynch
(written after a Nativity Service at Westbourne Grove Methodist Church,
North Ormesby, on 19 December 1954)

What would you like for Christmas?
A little girl went to visit Father Christmas in
the local garden centre grotto. He welcomed
her with a smile and the question of what she
would like for Christmas. The little girl
gasped, and stared up at him in horror.
"Didn't you get my email!"
The Parish Pump
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
As mentioned in the last edition of ‘Memo’ we had a
most successful event this year and we are already
meeting to plan for 2016. However the date is set
and the park is booked for 2nd July
Alan, Ste and I did ask some important questions at
our meeting recently which I share with you.
How do we measure the success of ‘More than Gold?
How important to us as individuals, churches and a Circuit is it that
we continue to produce ‘More than Gold?’
How committed are you, towards supporting the event?
If you have answers, please email them to me, or ring me, or write
to me by the end of December.
We do need to know what people in our churches feel about
‘More than Gold’
We are also hoping to meet with Church leaders and to ask them
similar questions.
We feel it is important that everyone has a say and a sense of
ownership of this special outreach event.
Thank you, in anticipation of your comments
Dave Elliott
On behalf of Alan Cockerill and Ste Corner.

ADVANCE NOTICE

Jack and the Beanstalk
A pantomime will be taking place at Trinity
Methodist Church from Tuesday 5th January,
starting at 7pm through to Friday, then 2pm
Saturday Matinee and at 6pm on Saturday evening
of the 9th January 2016.
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CREATING A SENSE OF
COMMUNITY
For nearly thirteen years this Circuit has provided
basic needs to asylum seekers and refugees
housed in Middlesbrough and if you pass the
Avenue Methodist Church early any Wednesday
morning you will still see groups gathering to wait for us opening at 10am
providing this same service. Along with goods we also offer a warm
welcome, refreshments and time to chat with friends. The numbers are
increasing and at times we struggle to meet the requests for clothes and
household items. The recent high profile reporting of the migrant situation
has generated a large response for these items although this has brought
quite a headache for the volunteers trying to wade through the mountain of
donations. To aid our sorting it would greatly help if you could make sure
the clothing is clean and in good condition. We always need shoes and
smaller sizes of clothing for men. Winter again brings a request for warm
coats and bedding. We are indebted and thank everyone in the Circuit,
surrounding churches and individuals who give so generously. Without you
we could not help those in greatest need.
Earlier this year we moved Ailsa’s office and the Welcome service to the
John Paul Centre close to where other agencies are working with asylum
seekers and refugees. We thank Linthorpe Road Resource Centre for
accommodating us in the café in the past and for continuing to be our venue
for Come and Chat on Friday mornings.
As I write this we have not heard further about where the migrants that the
government have agreed to take will be dispersed to but we have
contingency plans in place should Middlesbrough be the chosen
destination.
None of this could happen without the hard work of Ailsa, our project
manager, and the many dedicated volunteers who give of their time so
willingly. If you feel you could give some of your time to this work please
contact Ailsa or myself.
I invite you all to join us for our annual nativity service at the Avenue
Methodist Church on Saturday 12 December at 4pm.
Thank you all for your continued help and support.
Pat Martin
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Watching the
World Go By.
I sometimes sit on a bench in the ancient
market place of Richmond and watch the
world go by. It’s not a large world. At the last count there were
about 8000 residents. But the town lies at the gateway to
Swaledale and is cheek by jowl with the largest military garrison
in the country at Catterick. So it’s numbers are swelled by people
coming to do their shopping, or to be entertained.
I sit in the shadow of a military museum, housed in an old church
in the middle of the square. At my feet is some simple informative
pavement art. Around the corner is a popular fish and chip shop.
There is a constant trickle of people, visitors, exploring the
museum, or with eyes to the pavement, following the art forms,
or hungrily making for the fish and chips.
Across the way is the Town Hall and often I see members of the
Town Council, smartly dressed, heading in and out intent on the
business of running the affairs of the town. I recognize one of the
longstanding councillors a popular mayor many times. I have had
some very constructive contact with him both on civic matters and
by being involved in a Gilbert and Sullivan opera that he produced
at the local Georgian theatre. From one of the cars parked in the
square emerges the Town Crier, delving into his boot to retrieve
his colourful costume.
In recent years there has been a lot of military activity here.
Soldiers returning from active duty in Afghanistan parading before
the town to be welcomed back and thanked. All this against a
constant movement of shoppers, tradesmen, business people and
tourists from far flung places.
I have been here for a decade now so many of the faces that pass
by are either familiar or well known to me. Some of them trigger
memories of an experience shared, or of friends no longer with us.
Most of us at some time or another have done just that. It’s a
popular human pastime, watching others.
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Let me take you on a flight of fancy, back to the first century and
to a famous old city on the eastern edge of the Roman Empire,
Jerusalem. We are sitting on some stone steps with a huge
concourse spread out before us. Taking in the scene. There are
wide colonnaded cloistered walkways on three sides and a large,
impressive three storied civic hall on the fourth. Right at the
centre is a huge and ornate church its marble pillars and gold
ornamentation glistening and flashing in the sun. But it isn’t a
church. The people who worshipped there called it their temple. It
was the only one in the country and many who venerated it
thought it was the centre of the world.
It is warm and sunny, and all sorts of people are criss-crossing the
square going about their business. There are occasional huddles
deep in conversation. There are larger groups scattered about
sitting in the shade of the cloisters sharing lively and humorous
anecdotes. Let us eavesdrop on one of them.
Two or three people in the group seem to be sharing stories with
each other about a great friend of theirs, who, a few years ago,
sat on these very steps, walked across the concourse, worshipped
in the temple. But he fell foul of the city council and the religious
leaders and was brought before the commander of the occupying
power in the city and sentenced to death as a rabble-rouser.
We are overhearing the reminiscences of the early storytellers;
the friends of Jesus passing on by word of mouth what they
themselves had seen, or been told by others who had: people who
were to meet in these precincts and elsewhere for nearly forty
years before anyone gathered the stories up and began to write
them down.
What intrigues me about the process of story telling in those early
days is, that as they described what Jesus had done and said,
they could actually see the setting in which he had been. They
might catch a glimpse of some of the very people who had been
involved in confrontations with their friend a decade ago.
In the process of reminiscing so publicly they too were being
shadowed for the same reasons that their friend had been. Their
safety was also at risk.
Len Karn
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CHRISTMAS EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT
(not on the Plan)
AVENUE COMMUNITY PROJECT
Saturday 12th December - MAP’s Nativity For All at 4.00pm Everyone is
invited to come along and enjoy a multicultural experience.
ESTON GRANGE
Saturday 28th November - Christmas meal at 12.30pm
Tuesday 1st December - Advent Course at 10.00am with Ormesby and
Normanby
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion Service at 7.00pm at
Normanby
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service at 10.30am
Sunday 3rd January - Sectional Covenant Service 4.00pm followed by faith tea
GROVE HILL
Saturday 12th December - Christmas Fair 10.00am - 12.00 noon
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion 11.30pm
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service at 11.00am
LINTHORPE ROAD
Sunday 20th December - Carols by Candlelight, United Service with Trinity and
Grove Hill at 6.30pm
MARTON
Wednesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm
Thursday 25th December - Christmas Day Service 10.00am
NORMANBY
Saturday 5th December - Christmas Fair 10.00am - 12.00 noon all welcome
Tuesday 8th December - Advent Course at 10.00am with Eston Grange and
Ormesby
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Saturday 19th December - Chocolate tombola 10.00am - 12.00 noon
Monday 21st December - Carol Singing at 6.30pm meet at Church
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion at 7.00pm joint service
Friday 25th December - Christmas Morning service 9.30am
Sunday 3rd January - Sectional Covenant Service 4.00pm at Eston Grange
followed by Faith Tea.
NUNTHORPE
Saturday 28th November - Christmas Fayre 10.30pm - 12.30pm
Friday 4th December - Nunthorpe Ladies Choir Concert at 7.30pm
Tuesday 8th December - Short Christmas Service before Coffee 10.00am
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Celebration 9.30am
ORMESBY
Wednesday 9th December - 7.15pm Wives Candlelit Supper and entertainment
provided by Wilton Male Voice Choir.
Tuesday 15th December - Advent Course at 10.00am with Eston Grange and
Normanby
Sunday 20th December - 11.00am Carol Service followed by Christmas Lunch.
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion Service at 7.00pm at
Normanby
Sunday 3rd January - Sectional Covenant Service 4.00pm at Eston Grange
followed by Faith Tea.
STAINTON
Wednesday 16th December - 7.00pm Carol Service
Sunday 20th December - Christingle in Stainton Parish Church at 5.00pm
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 10.30am
TRINITY
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service at 10.00am
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CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY
What happened next?
Well, I’d like to report that everything went
smoothly and we arrived back in the UK having
fully achieved what we set out to do…. I would
really have loved to tell you that!! But as quite
often happens in Africa, as I’ve learned to my
cost, things don’t always go exactly to plan!
Eddie and I flew out to Malawi on 28th September, already knowing that the
container still hadn’t arrived in Blantyre. We tracked the ship and knew that
it had arrived in Dar Es Salaam on 11th September which is about a 5 day
drive from Blantyre, 6 at the most.
By the time we left Malawi on 13th October, the container had still not
arrived and we were told a great variety of stories, mostly fictional, some
outright lies!! We were able to contact the shipping company who were
trying to sort it out but the agents in Blantyre, whose job it was to get the
container to Blantyre, were less than helpful.
We don’t feel that our visit to Malawi was totally without its good points
though. We were able to re-establish links with Lucia’s people and meet the
Chagunda Community Project committee. How the children had grown in
10 years, and still happy smiling faces! We saw the Church that had been
built, thanks to Lucia and this project, and it seats 200 people every week!!
We could see at first-hand how the goods in the container will be able to
help their project grow. Lucia’s son, Tendai is the chair of the project and
he has some great ideas and a positive
determination and I feel confident that he
will do his utmost to ensure that their project
grows to benefit the community in
Chagunda.
As I write this I know that the container
arrived in Blantyre on 18th October, 6 days
too late for us, but at least it is there. The contents will be transferred to the
village in a day or two and then the distribution will begin! We are so
disappointed to miss that. But Tendai knows how important it is for us to
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have ‘evidence’ and Lucia has a good camera which will be busy clicking
away as the goods are given out. Maybe in the next MEMO you will see
some evidence of that! Watch this space!!
Thank you all for your continued support and prayers.
Linda Harkins

Christmas
Carols
One night as Christmas
approached, some friends
decided to go carol singing. A
man answered the door of one
house, and gasped as they
launched into the opening lines
of the first carol. Within half a
minute, he looked stricken.
Soon tears were welling up in
his eyes. The carollers sang
and sang, and the man looked
more and moved by what he
heard. At last the carollers
stopped, and one ventured: “I
understand – you are sad
because our singing reminds
you of your happy childhood
Christmas days.” The man
looked at her with misery in his
eyes. “No,” he whispered back.
“It’s just that I am a musician!”
The Parish Pump
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With Christmas
in mind:
May the joys of
Christmas also be
the joys of your
tomorrows.

The Role of the Circuit Steward
We continue our series in Memo looking at the
duties of the Circuit Stewards.
What does a Circuit Steward do? I am discovering the answer to this, bit
by bit. You never know, by the time I’ve done my five year stint, I might
know everything. It is only five years isn’t it? You could read about it
elsewhere and be better informed about the roles and responsibilities, but
if you read these few hundred words you’ll know what I’m actually doing
now, and it won’t take you as long.
Meetings! I go to meetings with the Stewards and the Ministers, called the
Leadership Team, and also I go to meetings with just the Stewards. I go to
meetings with other churches, to act as a link. I go to meetings with other
groups from the circuit. I write reports. I think what we do, through these
meetings and reports, is facilitate and get things going, making sure
Methodism flourishes, and churches and individuals are enabled to fulfil
the Kingdom’s calling.
I lead the theme of ‘Learning and Development’. Alongside other church
members together we plan out what we think needs to be done to ensure
the Circuit is up to the tasks before us. This year the Walk through the
Bible learning event we planned was aimed at boosting our learning about
the Old Testament and having a fun day of fellowship together. Next year
we will focus our learning event on personal prayer. Watch this space.
Other important practical learning we aim to provide throughout the years
is related to Safeguarding and First Aid which always needs updating.
Now, following last year’s Consultation Meetings we aim to facilitate the
development of skills in technology, on-line budgeting, working with
children and indeed all the aspects of church life you said you needed help
with.
I also oversee the work of FLAME and this coming year will be looking to
see how we can best carry on the work of FLAME when Hayley moves on.
We want to ensure the development of skills in Puppeteering, Messy
Church, story-telling, leading worship with children. So, you can expect lots
of opportunities to learn and develop in the year ahead.
Ruth Lewis
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Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British
unit of the World Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 11 December Christmas meeting
No meeting

January
Friday 12 February
Speaker

2pm Marton

2pm
Grove Hill
To be arranged

MWiB Darlington District event
Friday/Saturday 11/12 March 2016.
Minsteracres Overnighter at the Retreat Centre, Consett, Co Durham.
Facilitators : Rev Jack & Georgie Macadam
Commences with coffee at 10.30am Friday and ends with tea and biscuits at
4pm Saturday. All ladies are welcome at this event, you do not have to be a
member of a group. Booking forms will be available through your Church
Network Secretary or contact me for more information.
Your Church notice board will have more details of all Methodist Women in
Britain events.
Kath Smithies
Circuit Methodist Women in Britain (Network) Secretary
MORE news from Methodist Women in Britain
The District Project for 2014/15, “Riding for the Disabled”, has raised
£9,797.91 which is being made up to £10,000. This means that The Unicorn Centre at Hemlington and The Escomb Centre at Bishop Auckland will
each receive £5,000. The amount sent from this Circuit was £1,035.15, a
fantastic result. Grateful thanks to all who supported this Project.
District Project for 2015/16

This year the Project will be the Kinamba Project in Rwanda supporting a
Women’s project helping them to become more self sufficient and a Chil
dren’s Food Programme working towards improving children’s health.
More details about this Project will be available later.
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Reflections on Fellowship and Friendships
On Tuesday 14th April 2015 a group of 16 veterans met at Keswick Moot
Hall to start once again our four days away in the Lake District. Trinity
Ramblers have been walking since 1989 and for the past 12 or so years we
have stayed at Dalegarth House in Portinscale. We have out-stayed 2 owners and are now on our third and I'm not sure whether it is the company,
food, friendliness or weather, or a combination of all but it does seem to get
better and better.
In years gone by, the rambling (both talking and walking) was semi-serious,
but now as quite a lot of us have had knee, hips and suspected brain
replacements and we are all nearer to 60 than 50 years old the talking far
outweighs the walking.
The normal day starts with a very nourishing breakfast, a brief explanation
of our 'flat' walk for the day. Usually sharing cars to our starting point, we
then do our 'flattish' walk. Back to somewhere for coffee and scones then
preparation for a wonderful evening meal followed by quizzes, puzzles, lots
of laughs and then bed.
This year the weather was wonderful and although I've been going to the
'Lakes' for the past 60 or so years, I have never seen the mountains so clear
and so the walks were very special. On two days all 16 of us, some with one
stick, some with two, some looking like Eskimo Nell, others in short
sleeved shirts, started the walks, which again was something very special.
Our first walk which everyone started, was round the park above
Derwentwater, around part of the Lake then back into Keswick. Catbells
and the surrounding hills were so clear you could almost see the colour of
socks those on the top were wearing. The second day was from Elterwater,
along the Langdale Valley with frequent comments passing between the
Herdwick sheep and ourselves. Something like - "Stupid animals and baabaa". The Langdale Pikes were fantastic in that weather - God must have
been very pleased to have created such wonderful things in our country.
Who wants to go abroad when we have such wonderful scenery and weather
here? The third day a walk started by everyone, was from Dodds Wood
below Skiddaw, through the woods to Bassenthwaite where we had to rush
back to beat our 4 hour parking time and coffee and scones at Portinscale. 18

Lovely, but it does make you realise how cheap our church coffee mornings
really are.
On our return home on Friday we stopped for a walk along the
'Cumberland Way' parking beyond Mungrisdale by a stream in the "Back of
Beyond". Oh how peaceful. The walk finished with one brave soul (or
idiot) sitting on a rock with his feet in the very cold stream. From there to
the Rheged Centre for coffee, then home.
The friendliness and accommodating attitude of the owners Craig and
Clare, of Dalegarth House do help to make the few days 'rambling' very
special. Who else would provide a jug of Hot Custard (when one guest
showed a very decided liking for custard and ice cream was on the menu).
That is why we have booked to go again next year.
And finally, one of our walkers, who did all four walks went into hospital
on the following Monday to have a second hip replacement. We wish him a
very successful operation and a speedy recovery.
Bill Reeve

News from the September Circuit Meeting
CIRCUIT APPOINTMENTS – The meeting welcomed Anne Smith as a new
Circuit Steward and Pat Hinton, who has taken over from Anne, as
Circuit Secretary
WORSHIP LEADER - Nigel Perrott was approved as a Worship Leader. The
Circuit meeting also voted unanimously in support of his application for
Diaconate Ministry
PROPERTY MATTERS
Linthorpe Rd – The Money shop has been vacated. With the help of
Sanderson Weatherall appropriate marketing material and dilapidation
reports are being prepared. A new tenant is being sought
Trinity – Grant application for £200,000 deferred for more detail. New forms
are currently being completed. District grant also sought and granted,
subject to confirmation. Other fundraising is going well
Quinquennial – The Avenue project is going well - income exceeded
expenditure and the surplus has been used on necessary repair work.
Manse update - Fox Howe sold and joint manse committee disbanded. New
tenants are being sought for the currently empty Avenue manse.
DISTRICT ADVANCE FUND GRANT – an application is being sought to
fund the Trinity Project Worker. If the application is successful it will ensure
continuation of the project for a 3 year period and enable a salary and
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continuation of the project for a 3 year period and enable a salary and
contract of employment
LISTENING TO OUR CHURCHES – A5 booklets have been made
available for everyone within our churches. The booklets contain good
news stories from our churches and also a statement/prayer sheet which
has been written by church leaders in the NE about the current situation
with the Syrian refugees.
SAFEGUARDING – the Newcastle/Darlington District is in the process of
preparing a safeguarding audit. Creating Safer Space – a new training
course planned for October.
ADVENTURES OF ADVENT - booklets to lead us through Advent are
being prepared and will be available in our churches for the start of Advent
MAP – recently there has been an influx of new people to MAP, and so
the support of our churches is still very much needed and appreciated. Map
is also liaising with the Home Office regarding the Syrian refugee
situation, with plans in place if required.
PUPPET THEATRE – Hayley Liversidge completed her sponsored Coast to
Coast walk and raised £602 for the puppet theatre. Puppet ministry has
been used in churches and schools and is well received. Hayley is looking
for lots of volunteers to make up a puppet team.

WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE
(Old Testament) at
Marton on 10th October2015
Hi, I just want to thank the Circuit and Ruth
Lewis for arranging the above day. It was my third time with Andrew
Gallimore and the Old Testament, and it was just as great as ever!
This Saturday I went along to the New Testament event at Zetland Park
Redcar, again with Andrew. I have done this one before as well but not
with him, and it was great!!
Such a wealth of information and background knowledge. If you haven't
been to one before, please try and get to one as your time will be well
rewarded.
Celia Shires
p.s. when will we do the New Testament here please ??
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Anthony of Egypt (251 -356)
- A Hermit who stood up to an emperor
If your Christmas and New Year break includes just too
many people and even a bout of indigestion, then St
Antony may be the saint for you. He was a hermit-monk
with a reputation for making poorly people feel better.
Antony was born in Coma (Upper Egypt) in 251, and at 20 became an
ascetic. He settled down in the complete solitude of a deserted fort in
Pispir, where he spent the next 20 years busy fighting the whole range of
usual hermit temptations, such as having queenly devils approach you for
marriage, and other hazards like that.
In 306 Antony felt able to face the world again, and so he began visiting
with some other hermits. One was Paul, and the story goes that the day
they met, a raven provided lunch for them by dropping a loaf of bread
nearby.
Antony was a godly man, and would pray for people. Stories went round
that those he prayed for were healed, and so he became known as a miracleworker. He was certainly brave: when in 311 the Roman Emperor
Maximinus was persecuting the Christians, Antony went to Alexandria to
encourage the church there to stand firm. Years later he was stoutly
defending the Christian faith in disputes with heretics.
Antony died in 356, but even hundreds of years later he was not forgotten.
A medical band of people adopted his name: The Order of Hospitallers of
Saint Antony was founded (c.1100, in La Motte). It became a pilgrimage
centre for those suffering from ergotism (called St Antony’s Fire - a serious
form of fungi poisoning).
Antony was a tremendously popular saint throughout the Middle Ages. By
then he was seen as the patriarch of monks, and a healer of both men and
animals. Antony even gave us the word ‘tantony’, a diminutive applied to
the smallest pig in a litter, and to the smallest bell in a peal of bells.
The early church father, Athanasius, wrote The Life of Antony. This
moving biography helped to convert the great Augustine.
The Parish Pump
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'The Circuit’s vibrant outreach sharing the gospel
with hundreds of families, who don’t go to Church.
First a big thank you for your support
This summer I walked the Coast to Coast covering one
hundred and ninety miles in thirteen days. The views
were stunning, but there was a point to it, namely to raise
money to buy a professional Puppet Theatre. This would
be used to develop the present puppet ministry further.
Currently the team goes into schools for
assemblies and does special services such as Messy Church and All Age
Worship. The puppets were a star attraction at the summer holiday clubs
held at Grove Hill and Ormesby. The response from the circuit was superb
the total raised from the sponsored walk was £622. This was enough to buy
the two tier theatre plus the case to carry it round in, our really grateful
thanks for that. It was a very real answer to prayer having for some time
wondered how to get the funds for the theatre. I look forward to seeing it
widely used and helping to spread the word of God to many hundreds of
children and their parents. The aim is for as many
churches as possible to see the ‘Three in One Puppet
Team’ in action over this year at different services. So
please watch out for it.
For the puppet ministry to continue to grow we would
really like to hear from anyone interested in having a go at
puppetry. We also plan to go to training days in the area.
It is suitable for teenagers, children and adults. People can come along to
practise nights when they are able to, perhaps only doing performances when
extra puppeteers are needed say for a Christmas production. Please let me
know if you are interested in helping or know of others who would be.

Now for everything else very briefly
The four school Kids Clubs, the Chaplaincy work, Messy Churches,
assemblies, special services, school visits to churches and Girl’s Brigade all
continue to thrive. For example several Christingle services are booked as
well as a request for Advent RE lessons.
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At the moment we particularly want to focus on prayer for the outreach to
young families. With this in mind we would ask all prayer groups across
the circuit to include the FLAME Project in their prayers. This would be to
look to the future of the work and in what form it will continue after
September 2016. I plan to produce a prayer news sheet as regularly as
possible. Anyone interested in receiving the prayer requests please let me
know.
I look forward to seeing the work of FLAME continue to develop. Thank
you to all those volunteers who support it so well, without which this vital
ministry would not happen.
God bless,
Hayley

We welcome anyone to our groups – the more the
merrier! And Christmas seems a lovely time for
people to come along to our group for the first time and meet some new
people and see the best of what the scheme has to offer.
Wednesday 9th December 1.30pm: Good Companions, held at Marton Methodist
Church with entertainment from Mes Amis. This is a faith tea, so please bring
along something for the buffet table.
Monday 14th December 1.30pm: Normanby Pop-In. Entertainment tbc. Festive
buffet and entertainment
Wednesday 16th December 12pm: Marton Lunch Club Christmas lunch held at
Yellow Rose.

For further details please contact Charise McMullen
01642 319537 or mbro.lah@btconnect.com

Events around the circuit
Saturday 2nd January, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to 12
noon
Tuesday 26th January 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 6th February, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to 12
noon
Tuesday 23rd February 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
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P R A Y E R
December 6th At this time of Advent
we pray for your blessing as we seek
to understand the significance of the
coming of our Lord. We pray today for
Rev Sue Greenwood and Stainton
December 13th We pray today for
those people for whom this time of the
year means nothing and we ask that
maybe some of our church outreach
and personal witness may help to
spread the good news of Jesus. We
pray for Rev Huw Sperring and
Ormesby
December 20th We pray today for all
our many Carol services and Sunday
School Nativities, that through these
wonderful experiences something of
the good news of God so loving the
world that he became one of us, will
be seen and heard. Pray for Rev Una
McLean and Grove Hill
December 27th We thank God for the
challenging experience of this
Christmas time. Pray for Rev Len Karn
and Eston Grange.
January 3rd On this first Sunday of
2016, we step into the unknown, we
ask for God’s blessing on all of us as
we start afresh and we praise him for
all that he has done for us in the past
year. Pray for Rev Lawrence Law and
the Chinese congregations.
January 10th On this day we pray for
teachers and lecturers, children and
students as they begin a new term.
We think too of the work done in our
Circuit with children and young
people and for all who teach in
Sunday School and run Youth groups.
We pray for Hayley Liversidge, the
Flame project, and for Nunthorpe.
January 17th We pray today for all
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those people who are ill at this time,

D I A R Y
those in hospital, those who are house
bound. Bless them and those who
care for them. We pray for Rev Sarah
Ramsden and her work at James
Cook University hospital and The
Hospice.
January 24th We pray today for all
who have leadership responsibility in
our churches and Circuit and all
meetings at which fellowship and
decision making take place, that your
Holy Spirit will guide and inspire. We
pray for Elaine and the Circuit Office
and for Marton
January 31st We pray for the Local
Preachers in our Circuit for the
Preachers’ meeting this week and for
Dawn and Kate as they have their
interviews. Pray for Trinity
February 7TH We pray this week for our
devotions for Shrove Tuesday and Ash
Wednesday and for the beginning of
the season of Lent and for those
fellowship groups meeting to think of
what this season means to us.
February 14th We think today of all
who are planning their weddings, for
those just beginning relationships and
for those who are separated. Pray for
all who are married in our churches.
Pray for Normanby
February 21st We pray for those who
are seen as outcasts in society, for the
many refugees seeking help and
support. Pray today for Ailsa Adamson
and MAP.
February 28th We pray today for our
local communities, for all who work in
those communities, especially for
Councillors that their main concern
may be the welfare of your people.
Pray today for Jackie at the Resource
Centre and for Linthorpe Road.

