P R A Y E R
5th December. We pray today for
this season of Advent as we seek to
understand more fully the meaning
of the coming of God’s Kingdom.
Pray for Rev Martin Ramsden and
for Grove Hill
12th December. We pray today for
all those involved in the preparation
of Christmas musical events,
pantomimes and plays that the
message of Christmas may be
understood by the many people
who will enjoy these events. Pray for
Rev Rosemary Nash and Trinity
19th December. We pray today for
all who will go out in to the
community to sing carols and to
bear witness to the good news of
the Incarnation. We pray too for all
our Christmas worship. Pray for Rev
Sue Greenwood and Nunthorpe
26th December. As we look back on
our Christmas celebrations may we
thank God for all we have enjoyed
and for the continuing presence of
Jesus in our hearts and lives. Pray for
Rev Hugh Sperring and Eston
Grange
2nd January. As we venture into the
New Year, we pray for God’s
guidance in all we seek to do and
his blessing upon our lives and the
lives of our churches. Pray for Rev
Laurence Law and the Chinese
congregation.
9th January. As we enter the season
of Epiphany we pray for a greater
understanding of the person and
the teaching of Jesus. Pray for
Deacon Jane Gibson and Ormesby.
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D I A R Y
16th January. We pray today for all
those who are ill in body, mind and
spirit, and for those who care for
them. Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden
and her ministry at James Cook
hospital
23rd January. We pray today for the
work of Action for Children and the
Live at Home Programme. Pray for
Linda Harkins and Avenue.
30th January. We pray today for all
who are involved in the leadership
of worship, for those who preach
and those who provide the music
and who prepare our premises. Pray
for Julie and Elaine in their
important work in our Circuit at
Linthorpe Road and at the Circuit
Office.
6th February. Pray today for all who
are involved in working with
children and young people. Pray for
Matt Conant and Hayley Liversidge
and for Normanby.
13th February. We pray for all those
who have been married in our
churches, for those who support
them in moving in to this special
time of their lives. Pray for Rev Len
Karn and Stainton
20th February. We pray for those
who are new to our churches and
those who are new to the faith and
for those who will support them and
nurture them. Pray for Marton.
27th February. We pray for Christians
who are involved directly in making
important decisions in our local and
national communities. Pray for Rev
Ruth Gee and the Darlington
District.
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CHURCH
We will soon be the season of
Advent. If you haven’t already
received a copy of the
Darlington District’s Resource
entitled ‘Exploring Discipleship
in Advent’ then have a word
with your stewards. Its theme
examines Bridging and
Connecting and the pictures of
bridges and crossings are
studied over the four week
period. I was delighted to hear
of the booklet and thrilled to
think that as you and I are
reading the pamphlet then so
will many other Methodists
across the Darlington District. I
commend this Advent
Resource to you.
A few weeks ago, in the
Methodist Recorder there was
an article by an ex vice
president (Mr. John Bell) with
the Headline ‘Grandma why
can’t old people run?’ John
and his wife Joan were playing
a game of cricket with their
grandson Zack. Zack was
batting, John bowling and
Joan was the lone fielder in a
position that was described as
silly midwicket. John bowled,
Zack struck the ball and it went
over Joan’s head, who went to
field the ball. Such was the
2

speed of the bowler and fielder
that Zack said ‘Why can’t old
people run?’ They were doing
their best but there is a
realisation to them and to
many of us in similar situations
when we wonder ‘Why can’t
we do the things we could
several years ago?’ Once I
could play two rounds of golf in
a day and now struggle to play
a part round every now and
then. Think about our life in the
church and circuit and what is
the realisation we have as we
know we are part of an ageing
congregation that can’t run.
Finally on behalf of the Editorial
Team I wish you A Happy
Christmas and A Peaceful and
Joyous New Year.
Yours sincerely
Bill Teasdale on behalf of Jim
Neesam and David Elliott
PS. We could do with another
person to become part of the
Editorial team whether you can
run or not.

ADDRESSES

Avenue

The Avenue, Linthorpe TS5 6PA

Eston Grange

Corner of Churchill Road and Fabian Road TS6 9PP

Grove Hill

422 Marton Road TS4 2PT (entrance on Farndale Rd)

Linthorpe Road

54 Borough Road TS1 2JH

Marton

The Grove, Marton TS7 8AB

Normanby

Corner of Cleveland Street and Patten Street TS6 0LW

Nunthorpe

Corner of Connaught Road and Marton Moor Road
TS7 0BP

Ormesby

Corner of Pritchett Road and High Street, Ormesby
TS3 0NQ

Stainton

Meldyke Lane TS8 9AU

Trinity

Stainsby Road, off Acklam Road TS5 4JS
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CIRCUIT DIRECTORY AMENDMENTS
Sylvia & Vic Horsley - New Address
20 Cheltenham Avenue, Marton TS7 8LR
Tel 01642 324834
Mrs Joyce Spence - Steward at Normanby
Tel 01642 453977
Mr John Alton - Wednesday Morning Steward at Normanby
Tel 01642 455935
Mrs Valerie Northcombe - Linthorpe Road Church Steward
1 Bowley Walk, Middlesbrough TS1 5NB
Tel01642 220549
valnorthcombe@yahoo.co.uk

E-Mail Address
Mr Ray Pryde - Steward at Eston Grange
Raymond.pryde@ntlworld.com
Mr Ken Hornby - Steward at Stainton
Kennerth.hornby@btinternet.com
Miss Claire Tate - Steward at Stainton
cs.tate@btinterntet.com

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO
All material should be with the Circuit
Office (or the Editors) by 28th January

COLLATION OF MEMO

Will take place at the Circuit Office on
15th February from 9.30am.
Come along and help - refreshments provided,
good conversations had! Thank you.
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The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends,
As you receive this edition of MEMO you will no doubt be building
up steam preparing to celebrate Christmas. Most of society will be building
up steam too. In recent years I have noticed that society in general loves an
excuse for a party – it doesn‟t seem to matter too much what the party is
about as long as there is a party. The consumer culture drives this and often
there is a commercial element. As soon as one party has ended the
„seasonal‟ aisle in the supermarket is emptied out and re-stocked with the
products that people will need (or should we say are expected to have?) for
the next date in the commercial „party schedule‟. Christmas continues to be
the biggest seller for the seasonal party industry. Each of the year‟s parties
lead many people to live beyond their means but Christmas seems to come
with even more pressure in this respect. Each one and especially Christmas,
it seems, leads many people to over indulge and, for so many people, alcohol
abuse is a big part of this. It is little wonder that some Islamic countries look
at the West and imagine that we have abandoned God. Even our religious
festivals have been relegated to just another date on the secular party
calendar (or so it appears).
Christmas is one of our deeply significant Christian religious festivals
- the feast of the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the saviour of
the world. Let us live this Christmas as people celebrating a wonderful gift
from God. Let us rejoice and have fun – we are supposed to. But let us keep
Jesus at the centre of all that we do. The shepherd‟s on the hillside were
amongst the first to hear the good news that our saviour had been born.
They journeyed to Bethlehem, they met with the Christ and they were
transformed. May we experience this transformation too as we worship
Jesus this Christmas. The feast of the incarnation is really very important.
No other religion believes that God would come as a human being to
embrace poverty and vulnerability. Only Christianity claims that God is
Emmanuel – that God is with us in this way. This makes all the difference in
the world to our lives. We have wonderful news to offer the world – may
our living demonstrate this as we celebrate.
May you know God‟s richest blessings at this Christmas-time and always,

Martin
3

NORMANBY
Greetings from Normanby
Like every Church, no doubt, we have been busy this
last quarter with Church Meetings; Harvest
Celebrations; Church Anniversary. Wives Weekend
and Remembrance Services.
We welcomed the Circuit into our Church on the first
Sunday in September when we gave thanks for the
preaching ministry given so faithfully by George
Winlow.
Socially we have enjoyed a rail trip
evening organised by Roy Bocock from
Stainton. Thanks Roy, everyone had a
good time - and I think Redcar Anglicans
will be enjoying one soon!
At our Harvest supper we shared good food and
fellowship with one another and two ladies from the
Salvation Army who kept us in stitches laughing and
then blessed us with a short meditation on the word of
god.
Our Wednesday morning service still attracts a goodly
number of people from both Eston Grange and
Normanby and some coming from Middlesbrough to
join with us.
Our usual monthly coffee morning in October was
given over to Missions and was well supported.
And now we come to Advent and Christmas - as I
write this I‟m listening to carols. I can't wait!
Our Christmas Fair will be held on the 4th
December from 10.00 - 12 noon when
we hope to have a visit from Father
Christmas as well as lots of Christmas
4

“Stand By Me” scheme
The “Stand By Me” scheme aims to help Chinese students adapt
to life in Britain and become integrated in their new communities. As part of the programme, overseas students are paired with
local mentors who offer them support, advice and hospitality.
According to the Higher Education Statistics Agency, students
from China represent the biggest group of international visitors
studying in the UK; in 2010, there are more than 800 Chinese
students in Teesside area enrolled in higher education courses.
The Middlesbrough and Eston Circuit hopes to reach out to Chinese students across the region in this academic year, hoping that
“Stand By Me” can become a means of helping students cope
with issues such as “the language barrier”, “cultural shock” and
“emotional loneliness”.
Now, we have appealed for more people to join the team as voluntary mentors. We are seeking to show Christian love in action
in the hope that the vulnerable will grow stronger. Indeed, it is
not easy to study abroad and to overcome various encounters for
the students by themselves. We need voluntary mentors‟ help to
serve Chinese students who are adapting to their life in the UK.
For further information about “Stand By Me”, contact William
LEE by email (fuho@dunelm.org.uk) or by telephone
(07896901005)
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field.” (Matthew 9:37-38)
William Lee
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A.C.T.S Theatre Company
Presents

goodies and stalls and on 18th December
we will hold our chocolate tombola.
Our carol service will be early this year
Sunday 12th December at 6.pm, Christingle/cradle roll Sunday
19th December at 9.30 am. We will gather at Eston Grange
Church to share Christmas Eve Communion, and our
Christmas Day service will be at 9.30 am.
May the light from the manger shine upon you, and into your
hearts, this Christmas tide.
Celia Shires

LINTHORPE ROAD

AT
TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH
(STAINSBY ROAD, MIDDLESBROUGH)
ON
TUESDAY 4TH JAN TO FRIDAY 7TH JAN AT 7PM
AND SATURDAY 8TH JAN AT 2PM AND 6.30PM
TICKET PRICES: ADULTS £5, CONCESSIONS £3
FAMILY TICKET £14
AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT
FOR ALL THE FAMILY!
CONTACT LINDA ON 868774 TO BOOK
YOUR TICKETS.
PREPARE TO BE ENTERTAINED!!
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A few weeks ago we were invited as a church along with some
of her relatives and friends to celebrate with Annie
Trenholm her one hundred birthday. Annie is a regular
100th
member at Sunday Worship and the Women‟s Guild.
Happy
Birthday
Her party was held at the Masonic Hall in Saltburn on
rd
23 October. No presents were requested but
donations in lieu raised the sum of £750 for Help for Heroes
and the Great North Air Ambulance service. Other parties were
held at the Women‟s Guild and the Live at Home Friendship
group and these were also great times of rejoicing shared with
a very special lady.
The Christmas Adventure is to be held on
Saturday 4th December from 11am to 1pm.
All are welcome to come along. We will be
delighted to see you. On Sunday 19th December
at 6.30pm we will hold our traditional Carols By
Candlelight and again you will be most welcome to come
along.
In October 2010 the Worship Leaders conducted Sunday
Worship and we celebrated the centenary of the opening of the
Schoolrooms. We gave thanks for all the groups who had used
5

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES - CONTINUED
the premises for almost 100years – they were sold in 2003 to
aid the redevelopment of the church building. Over 25 different
groups were remembered, some of which are still part of the
present church programme. Looking at the redeveloped church
from 2004 we were delighted to count up how many
nationalities had attended and these numbered 24. The singing
of the hymn ‘For all the saints’ had a great significance on this
day.
We send to our friends around the circuit and beyond our
sincere wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Joyous Peaceful
New Year.
Bill Teasdale

GROVE HILL
We have recently had some wonderful fund-raising events,
both socially and financially successful. Gradually our debt to “
Church Aid” is being chipped away. Our Autumn fair is fast
approaching as I write this, which will be followed by “messy
church” which is open to all the local junior school children.
Another new venture on Saturday December 11th is
Community Carols & Cakes at 3.30pm which will
show the church open for an hour or so for all the
users of the building, church meetings or groups
from the community who rent rooms from us during the year.
On October 31st we welcomed the congregation & clergy from
St. Chads, St. Oswalds & St. Agnes to our morning service to
celebrate Churches together.
Thursday lunches are continuing to be well supported by
people in the community and some of our older members. The
list is now available for ordering the Christmas lunch on
December 16th If you feel like joining us please contact Val
Edwards (Tel 271854) The cost will be £3.50
6

asking my grandparents, where they were. “You see
that long, high hill across the valley. They are on the
other side of it, ” I was told.
I firmly believed that if only I could get
to the top of that hill I would see them
on the other side. I couldn‟t
comprehend that they were two
hundred miles on the other side.
Dreaming back over seventy years I am struck by
wispy strands of longing and sadness, of a special feel
for wild moor land and rolling hills. They represented
the barrier yet carried the hope to reunion and being
„back home‟ in a small child‟s feelings. Yet the love I
received from my grandparents and the friends and
neighbours of village life was indelibly linked to their
moorland setting.
Over the years I have lived in many parts of the
country but always there has been the pull to return to
the hills of the north. There is still a vestige of feeling
„back home‟ when surrounded by hills. So the
seventeen years spent in Wensleydale and the time I
now spend in Richmond all feel like „home‟.
Len Karn

DID YOU KNOW
Each MEMO costs the
Circuit approximately
54p to produce
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The Dream Begins.
Although I was born near Potters Bar, on the edge of
Middlesex and not quite into Hertfordshire I never
regarded it as home. I wasn‟t there for long. Most of
my impressionable years were spent on the raindrenched, wind swept slopes of a Pennine village in
Lancashire.
Surrounded by rolling hills, bleak cotton-grassed moors
and waterlogged valleys. A-tuned to the bubbling cry
of the curlew and the clattering clogs of mill workers
on their way to and from work.
My parents living within range of Londondestined bombs near St Albans, and
fearing the threat of an invasion (1939),
thought it best under pressure from my
grandparents, that my sister Mary and I
should be with them in their Lancashire
village. There in a close knit community we
were known and would be cared for if my parents
hadn‟t survived.
So at the age of four I started my second
spell with my mother‟s parents. The first
had been for about six months early in
1938 while my sister Mary was being
born.
Because of the war this second period away from my
parents lasted about three years, until 1942, and I
can‟t recall seeing them in that time. When I
encouraged my mother in her later years, to tell me
more about how she felt doing this, she found it too
painful a memory to talk about.
I know I missed them, and remember, frequently
26

Thanks to all the people at Grove Hill who have
contributed to Convoy Aid again this year. 30 “shoe”
boxes and many toys have just gone off to Romania.
As the season of Advent and Christmas rapidly approaches we
send blessings and good wishes to all our friends around the
circuit.
Please keep saving the WISH tokens out of the “Gazette” for us.
Congratulations to Emmanuel and Gift on the birth of baby Joy, a
sister for Breakthrough and Praises
Cynthia Brennan

NUNTHORPE
In November a service of remembrance was held for loved ones
of church members who had died. An invitation to the
service was extended to those who do not normally
come to church but who had a funeral service, for a
close relative, at our church in the last few years. The
service was very well attended by members and non
members alike. In the weeks leading up to the service, Sue
asked if relatives would like the name of a loved one read out in
the service and about 30 names were received. During the
service the entire congregation was invited to light a candle in
remembrance of a loved one.
Our harvest festival service was well attended by both church
members and those who do not normally attend.
Each member was invited to ask a neighbour or
friend along to the service and printed invitation cards
were prepared. Before the service the guides cooked
a big breakfast.
Julie O‟Key is to visit Uganda in March and she writes about the
trip as follows:
„About 18 months ago an email came through from Newcastle
University about the first Speech and Language Therapy course
set up in East Africa based at the University and hospital in
7

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES - CONTINUED
Kampala, Uganda. The course is supported by the Ugandan
government and VSO (Voluntary Service Overseas) and the
course organisers are Speech and Language Therapists,
mostly from the UK who give their time as volunteers. The
course can be supported by UK therapists because Uganda
and Kenya use English as their language of government and
business.
They were looking for any UK therapists to contribute specific
course topics. I have been involved with students as part of my
work and I have always wanted to do some voluntary work in
SLT. So my colleague, Lorraine and I contacted VSO in
Uganda and started the process. We are delighted to say that
we are expected in March next year and will be there for 6
weeks teaching Autism, Learning difficulties and physical disability in children.
We have been asked by VSO to raise £900 each and we have
been supported by colleagues at work and our local churches
for which we are very grateful. We will be doing a lot more fund
raising when we get back. At the moment we are busy writing
lectures and exams for the students and trying to prepare as
much as possible. We are sure it will be an amazing experience and we will have so much to tell when we return‟.
John Parratt

AVENUE
We had a very good Harvest Festival giving gifts
of tuna and cooking oil to the Refugees and
Asylum Seekers.
We are now looking forward to the Christmas events at our
church - see page 18 for details.
We would like to send best wishes to all our friends in the
Circuit for a happy Christmas and 2011.
Pam Laverick
8

respond as Mary did with let it be to me according to your word..
May we learn the blessed secret of delighting in your will welcoming
whatever you send us, joy or wonder, good or ill.

To Know God’s will is a wonder:
To do God’s will is a privilege.
Vallib

Circuit Finance Team
Report
The Circuit Finance Team changed in September
when Joan Sivills retired after five years of dedicated work as a Circuit Steward and we warmly welcomed Nigel
Marsh to the Team.
At the September Circuit Meeting, Ron Preece presented the unaudited figures for the past year which showed that the income/
expenditure had run much as expected against the budget.
To help the Team prepare the budget for 2011/2012 the first of three
meetings with the church treasurers was held in October. Each treasurer shared their end of year figures, their projection for the current
year and the relevant balances held by the church.
A very useful discussion followed and the Team were made aware of
the financial difficulties being experienced by churches throughout
the Circuit. This gave the Team a clearer picture of the capability of
the churches to contribute, through their assessment, to the continuing work of the Circuit.
A draft budget will now be prepared to bring to our next meeting
with the treasurers in January.
The Team meet regularly to monitor the finances of the Circuit.
Pat Martin
Finance team Convenor
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His Name will be called Wonderful.
This Christmas will be the 85th that I can remember, so you will
forgive me if I use the wonderful expression at my delight for the
celebration.
It is proper that we celebrate Jesus as a baby although few seem to be
aware of its significance. We recognise that His birth was unusual
because He was born of a virgin. His life was unique as He was the
only one who lived without sinning. His death was unusual as He was
not a martyr, nor was He a victim of unusual circumstances dying in a
worthy cause. He did not lay down His life just to set a good example.
The Lord Jesus came into this world to be our Saviour.
The night of Jesus‟ birth was an exciting wonder for
Mary and Joseph. There before their eyes was the
miracle babe whose coming had been announced by
an angel. The shepherds too were amazed when they
saw and heard a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and heralding His birth. The life of Mary was simple and
plain as she learnt the art of home making. There was nothing unusual
about her external life at least not revealed in scripture.
Yet what grace lies concealed in Mary‟s mind as the angel informs
her that her child would be called the Son of God. Her response was
Let it be to me according to your word. Her answer includes all that
the Lord requires – a pure simple submission to do what God willed.
She abandoned herself to God‟s will in the present and the grace to do
what God asked of her.
Could it be that the Lord is asking us to do something? It may be
something wonderful or something simple and ordinary. It may be to
respond to a command of scripture or submit patiently to suffering.
What God arranges for us to experience at each moment in time is
the most wonderful thing that can happen to us. (Jean-Pierre
Caussade 18th Cent. Writer.)
Can you accept each moment with grace and submission? Can you
24

ORMESBY
We have had a busy Year. We had our Property Schedule for
Repair done. It came with a shock that our Hall
Premises needed a substantial repair makeover.
After all the reports it has been decided to keep our
premises open. We have had to start fundraising
and to maybe acquire a loan. So a Smartie Fund
was started which raised £167.32. Then we did a
sponsored walk which raised nearly £600, followed
by „The Organists Entertain‟ which raised £155.
Thank you to all in the Circuit who have supported
us in these ventures. We are now baking pies cakes to sell at our Luncheon Club, and now
starting an Exercise Class for the Mature Persons before our
Lunches. We have registered with the Gazette for the „Wish
Tokens‟ so hope to raise some money there. We are small in
number but we have a Motto “Onwards and Upward”
On 1st November we took a number of frail people from our
Lunch Bunch who couldn‟t walk far, for a bus ride to see the
sea, and autumn colours, then on for Lunch at a Garden
Centre. They enjoyed the glorious morning, and viewing of the
Garden Centre Christmas Gifts Display.
Our Christmas programme starts on Wednesday 8th December
with the Wives Candlelight Supper, tickets £3.50 on the door
There will be Entertainment and Carols, all ladies in the Circuit
welcome.
Sunday 19th December at 11.00am Christingle and Carols,
mince pies and tea after service.
No service on 26th December. Covenant Service on 2nd
January.
Lifts are available to those who wish to worship at Normanby
before Christmas.
Marjorie Hodge
9

Avenue Methodist Church – The Way Forward
Over the last 18 months it has become clear that our current home
on the Avenue is now too large and too costly for our purposes.
We have tried to identify new opportunities for growth and
development but have been unable to reach any positive
conclusions. On a positive note we feel that the “Family” of
Avenue has not yet come to an end as many people have
expressed a strong desire to stay together. To that end the
leadership team explored the ways that this might happen and so
the idea of “moving house” came about.
In the same way that members of a family may move in and share
a house together when the time was right, we felt that the time
was right for us to consider moving in with another Methodist
family in the circuit. We feel that this is the vision that we have
received from God as the answer to our prayers. At our church
council meeting on Tuesday 19th October the following proposal
was made and subsequently accepted by a large majority.
“The Church Council proposes that we accept that we “MOVE
HOUSE” in August 2012 and that we endeavour, as a body, to
have conversations with our church members as to which church
we go to.”
Clearly it is going to be a very challenging time for us all and we
ask that you hold us in your prayers as we move forward.
I would like to end by paying tribute to all of the members of the
church family at Avenue and consider it a real privilege to be their
Minister.
May God Bless us all as we move forward in faith and in trust.
Yours in Christ

our website at www.thesmilesfoundation.org will show you how a
small charity can make such a difference.
If you would be willing to give us the opportunity to do a
presentation, please ring on 07 505 125 323 or e-mail:
robnightingale@thesmilesfoundation.org. If your Church/
organisation has heard us before, we are happy to return with an
update.
Rob Nightingale

WORLD MISSION 2009/2010
JMA

GENERAL

TOTAL

-

740.00

740.00

128.45

435.94

564.39

GROVE HILL

56.94

343.00

399.94

LINTHORPE
ROAD
MARTON

107.11

20.00

127.11

-

-

-

NORMANBY

495.50

574.25

1069.75

NUNTHORPE

358.15

-

358.15

ORMESBY

-

130.72

130.72

STAINTON

-

40.00

40.00

940.16

300.00

1240.16

JULY

40.03

40.03

JULY

45.95

45.95

£2669.89

£4756.20

AVENUE
ESTON GRANGE

TRINITY
BANKED

£2086.31

MARTON AND NUNTHORPE SEND DIRECT TO MISSION HOUSE

Rosemary

PREPARED BY A D GIBSON 11TH OCTOBER 2010
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
The Chinese Christians invite
the Circuit to celebrate the
Chinese New Year on
6th February 2011
Time and location to be
confirmed

Smiles
I am the Regional Development Associate for
the North East Region for the Smiles Foundation, based in Redcar. The Foundation is a
Christian charity which seeks to help poor people in a small area
of North West Romania – 200 families (about 1 300 people) are
helped by the generosity of people more fortunate than themselves. We seek to bring faith, hope and love to people who
need a friend.
My wife and I go out to Romania on a regular basis to help with
the various projects so we are able to give „first-hand‟ information
on all the work done by the charity. If given the chance to visit a
group, we can provide a personal viewpoint of the work being
done in God‟s name throughout the various projects. As we have
direct contact with all the senior people in the charity, we can also
provide up-to-the minute information on all the projects. A visit to
22

DIARY OF EVENTS
Bible Studies

Panto Time

Monday 17th January,
Wednesday 16th February,

Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs
Saturday 8th January - matinee
at 2.00pm
Adults £5, Children £3
and family ticket £14
Contact Liz or
Linda Harkins

24 Cleveland Close,
Ormesby at 8.00pm
contact Huw

Pub Quiz

Chick Flick & Food Night
(Girls night in)

General Knowledge
The Apple Tree, Marton
Manor. Meet at 8.00 pm
7th December, 11th
January, 1st February.

Monday 21st February - 7pm
At Liz Milburn‟s
Please contact Liz

Christmas Party
Night
Blue Bell Hotel,
Acklam
Friday 3rd December

Contact Liz

Carpet and Virtual Bowls

Saturday 19th February – 3pm
Eston Grange Methodist Church
Hot dogs – bring desert/sweet
to share
50p per person
Contact Margaret
01642 465343

Contact Details
Events: Liz Milburn on 01642 592238 or 07752 503196
liz.milburn@gmail.com
Ian & Jayne Brady on 01642 657260 brady.mail@ntlworld.com
Jayne 01642 657260
Bible Studies: Rev Huw Sperring 01642 515522
huw.sperring@btinternet.com
We are also on facebook – as a private group, please ask to join
search for us as Fresh Expressions Middlesbrough
11

Families Outreach News
The families outreach work at Grove Hill and
Linthorpe Road Methodist Church continues to go very
well and is expanding.
The four children's clubs held in the local
primary schools are all thriving and
extremely popular. It is wonderful to see God
so clearly at work in this ministry.
It has been my pleasure to hand over the leadership of
Quest Club at Grove Hill Methodist Church to the very
capable volunteers who now run it. I look forward to
joining them on their next children's outing which
hopefully should be to the pantomime.
Also I have been able to hand over playing the piano
on Friday mornings at Beverley Special School to Ruth
Hayton, which is very encouraging.
The choir I run at Newport Primary as
always are enthusiastic. They are really
looking forward to singing Christmas
carols and songs at the Live at Home
Christmas Party at Linthorpe Road Methodist Church
in December. They are also going to sing at Park View
Care home to spread some Christmas cheer.
My role has now changed to Circuit Families Outreach
Enabler which means I am to help with existing work
but also more particularly with new initiatives
throughout the Circuit. So I have been visiting all the
church councils and asking them to consider what new
initiatives with regard to outreach to families they
would like to put into place.
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Events at the churches are being more widely advertised
around the circuit.
A community Audit is to be undertaken by Trinity.
Closer contact with the University via the ‘Stand By Me’
Project for Chinese students studying in the area.
Hayley's job role has now been broadened. As she is now
Circuit Families Outreach Enabler she will be visiting the
churches and offering her services to assist in existing
work but more particularly with new initiatives.
The possibility of another Circuit Fun day is being
explored after the very successful event this year.
Seasonal festive events are being organised particularly
around Advent.
A Circuit Sunday School is also being explored.
The Circuit Stewards will continue to monitor the work of
Children and Young People in the Circuit and will keep
you informed of initiatives/events/activities in the future.

Bernard Nixon

CIRCUIT OFFICE
The Office will be closed from 12.00 noon
on the 21st December and re-open
Tuesday 4th January 2010 AT 9.30AM
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‘Children and Young People

A Consultation Report’
At the Children’s and Young People’s Consultation event
held on 3rd July 2010 over 30 people attended including
children and young people and they considered the
following questions.

1) What activities does the church/circuit already
provide which suits the needs of children and young
people?
2) What activities could the church/circuit provide (or
continue to provide) on a:
2a) Weekly basis?
2b) Monthly basis?
2c) Quarterly basis?
2d) Annual basis?
3) Is there anything the church/circuit could provide for
parents/grandparents/carers?
At the end of the consultation, the Circuit Stewards agreed
to discuss the comments and look at possible ways
forward. The Circuit Stewards are pleased to inform everyone that some of the new ideas and events are happening
around the circuit during the coming months and will be
advertised by the churches holding the event. i.e.
Messy Church at Grove Hill Church.
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So far I am organising a Messy Church at
Grove Hill on 20th November. At the
time of writing plans are in full swing for
the event and some families have already
said they are definitely coming. Eston Grange has also
indicated they are interested in trying Messy Church to
reach out to those families that don't attend Sunday
services. I look forward to working with them on it.
Nunthorpe is hosting an exciting Christmas event
called Christmas Cracker. This is a new expression of
church that Kay Braithwaite and I are putting
together, with help from volunteers, again to reach out
to those who might not normally come to church.
In addition, as far as time will allow, as part of the new
role I will be visiting the children's/families work that
presently goes on in the churches to chat to the people
involved. Then if new ideas or suggestions for change
evolve I would be happy to help them achieve that.
So things are busy and I look forward to seeing what
new initiatives emerge. As always my sincere thanks
to the numerous volunteers who work so hard in the
area of reaching out to the younger generations to show
Christ's love and to make him known.
May we remember that young families
with their children are not only the
church of tomorrow but the church of
today as well. For the church of
tomorrow to exist we need to ensure the
needs of those in the 0- 45 age group are not overlooked.
Which is why this ministry is so vital.
God bless

Hayley
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Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network
and British Unit of the
World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women

Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 10 December
Christmas meeting

2pm

Eston Grange

Friday 28 January
Mrs Jenny Haigh

2pm

Normanby

February

No meeting

NUNTHORPE

District Network Events
Friday 3 December
11am
Advent Service at Neville Parade Methodist Church, Newton Aycliffe.
Coffee from 10.30am and a soup and roll lunch will be served after the
service.
Saturday/Sunday 26/27 February.
Weekend Conference at Minsteracres Retreat Centre, Consett (near the
Derwent Reservoir).
Facilitator: Rev Pauline Fellows, Seahouses, Northumberland.
The weekend will commence with arrivals and coffee at 10.30am on the
Saturday and end with tea and biscuit at 4pm on the Sunday.
Booking forms will be available from Church Network Secretaries in
December and will need to be returned in January. This event is for all
women in the Church but Younger Women are especially welcome.
All women are welcome at these events
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary
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NORMANBY
Saturday 4th December - Christmas Fayre 10am to 11.30am - all welcome
Saturday 11th December - Christmas Tree Festival - open for viewing 10-11.30am
and from 5.30pm onwards
Saturday 11th December - The Gift Musical 6.30pm
Sunday 12th December - Carol Service at Hazel Grove, Saltburn 2pm - please
contact Deacon Jane Gibson for more information
Sunday 12th December - Carol Service 6pm with refreshments afterwards
Saturday 18th December - Christmas Coffee Morning with Chocolate Tombola 10am
to 11.30am
Sunday 19th December - Christingle & Cradle Roll Family service 9.30am
Sunday 19th December - Christmas Service 6pm led by Celia Shires
Monday 20th December - Carol singing to the Housebound meet at Church 6.30pm
with refreshments afterwards
Wednesday 22nd December - Service 9.30am Rev Huw Sperring preaching on The
12 Days of Christmas
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion at Eston Grange 7pm
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Morning service 9.30am
Sunday 26th December - 10am short Service only, or at 11am at Eston Grange
Sunday 12th December - Baptism & Toy Service 11.00am
Tuesday 14th December - Short Christmas Service before Coffee 10.00am
Sunday 19th December - COGS Nativity Service 11.00am
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Celebration 9.30am
Sunday 26th December - United Service at Marton 10.00am
ORMESBY
Wednesday 8th December - Wives Candlelight Supper 7.15pm
Sunday 19th December - Christingle & Carols

STAINTON

Wednesday 15th December - Carol Service at 7.00pm
Sunday 19th December - Evening service 6.00 pm
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day service at 10.30am
Sunday 26th December - United Service At Marton 10.00am
TRINITY
Sunday 5th December - Gift Service for Benevolent Fund 9.30am, Parade Gift
Service 11.00am
Wednesday 15th December - Community Carol Service 7.15pm
Sunday 19th December - Nativity Play 9.30am, Carol Service 6.30pm
Thursday 24th December - Christingle 2.00pm
Friday 25th December Christmas Day Family Celebration 9.30am
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CHRISTMAS AROUND
THE CIRCUIT

AVENUE
Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Concert with Paul Wheater 7.00pm
Friday 10th December -The Gift by Graham Kendrick 6.30pm
Sunday 12th December - Christingle 10.30am
Saturday 18th December – MAP All Nations Nativity Play 4.30pm
Sunday 19th December - Carol Service 6.00pm
Monday 20th December -Christmas Concert with Kaleidoscope Singers 7.30pm
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion 6.00pm
ESTON GRANGE
Wednesday 8th December -Women's Wednesday Club Christmas Dinner at Park
Hotel Redcar
Sunday 19th December - Christingle service 9.30am, Carol Service 4.00pm
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion 7.00pm
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service 11.00am
Sunday 26th December - Boxing Day Service 11.00am

GROVE HILL
Saturday 11th December – Community Carols and Cakes 3.30 - 4.30pm
Saturday 19th December – Sacred Space Event 12.00 noon - 3.30pm
Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion service 11.30pm
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service 11.00am

LINTHORPE ROAD
Saturday 4th December - Christmas Adventure 11.00am –1.00pm
Sunday 19th December - Carols by Candlelight 6.30 pm
MARTON
Friday 10th December - Christingle & Workshop 6 - 7.00pm with refreshments
Sunday 12th December - The Gift 6.30pm
Friday 24th December - Carol Service 6.30pm
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day service 9.30am
Sunday 26th December - United Service 10.00am

NETWORK Project News
The District Network Project for 2009/10, “The Albania
Project”, is now ended and the total amount raised was
£8450.90 which is being made up to £9000. There are 3
Projects that we are helping and each will receive
£3000. Sylvia Ash, previously District Network President, is an aid worker
in Albania and visits several times a year. Her latest visit was in October
when she hoped to oversee the distribution of the money. The amount
raised by the ladies in this Circuit was £1062.35, an excellent result once
again. Grateful thanks to everyone who supported this Project.
The Project for 2010/11 is a local Project, Yatton House in Great Ayton,
which offers a variety of services each day to individuals with a disability.
See the previous edition of MEMO for more information.
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

THE MISSION IN BRITAIN FUND
Avenue
Eston Grange
Grove Hill
Linthorpe Road
Marton
Normanby
Nunthorpe
Ormesby
Stainton
Trinity
Tax Recovery
Add 1/5 JMA

2009/10
381.72
250.00
0.00
20.00
30.00
277.00
240.07
218.83
40.00
325.00
22.54
1805.16
0.00
1805.16

2008/9
395.82
250.00
0.00
20.00
30.00
330.00
186.36
139.49
40.00
340.00
5.64
1737.31
508.13
2245.44

Some churches also give via „The Methodist Church Fund‟
Prepared by V. Horsley (25th October)
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In the last Memo I
explained that we,
as a Support
Group, were in a
time of change,
not really knowing
which way we should go. At
our last meeting we discussed
what we felt we should do and
thanks to the wise counselling
of the Northern Area Manager
for AFC we decided to keep
the group together. We always
felt we were more successful in
our fund raising when we had
the Hemlington Family Centre
and people were able to see
the charity at work in our local
area.
We have now decided to look
at the Fostering side of the
charity, Placement North East is
based in Middlesbrough so we
can feel that our efforts will be
directed towards this initiative.
We are going to meet early in
the New Year to look at how
we will structure the work we
are going to do in the future.
As always, it will have two aims;
one to raise money, two to
raise awareness of the work of
Action for Children.
We had a successful Fashion
Show on October 16th and we
were encouraged by the
number of people who came
along to the event. We were
also extremely fortunate to
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have such excellent models
from around the Circuit, both
ladies and children. The event
raised £191 which was very
pleasing, so a sincere thank
you to all who were involved in
any way.
The next event will have
happened by the time you
read this ‘Memo’ and we hope
many of you will have enjoyed
the soup, quiz and pudding
evening.
As Christmas approaches we
are always mindful of the
importance of families and
especially children enjoying
this festive season. Please
remember in your prayers
those families for whom this will
be a tough time for all kinds of
reasons. Pray too for the work
of Action for Children in
supporting families in their
times of difficulty.
I always end with an invitation
to you to come and join the
Support Group we do need
and we do welcome new
members, even more so now
as we move in to a new
chapter in the life of our group.
From the Support Group, thank
you for all your generous
giving, and we wish you a
Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year.
Dave Elliott

Action for Children News
I have been reading the MEMO for September-November 2010. What a superbly informative newsletter! I am hoping that you might be able to include a
few notes from me (representing the Fundraising Team at Newcastle):
Here‟s a huge thank you to the Middlesbrough Support Group for Action for
Children from the Fundraising Team for Action for Children in the North East
and Cumbria! Action for Children has opened a Fundraising Office in Newcastle to support the churches of the Darlington, Newcastle and Cumbria Districts. Katie Drummond, Area Fundraiser, Katharine Phillips, Fundraiser, and
Selina Cross, Fundraiser, are now your first port of call for enquiries about the
projects which are run by Action for Children in the North of England. We are
here to encourage fundraising events and collections. We can provide Home
Collecting Boxes, gift envelopes and Action for Children posters with just a few
days‟ notice. Orders for Action for Children Christmas Cards and Diaries are
still being processed – have you got yours? We will also liaise with Project
Workers to schedule speakers for fellowship meetings or worship services – just
let us know!
Action for Children Fundraising
4th Floor, MEA House
Ellison Place
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8XS
Tel 0191-261-0030
NE&CFundraising@actionforchildren.org.uk
You are most warmly invited to our upcoming regional events:
Lunchtime Christmas Carol Sing on Wednesday, December 15, 2010 from
12:30-1:30 p.m. at Brunswick Methodist Church, Newcastle.
Supporter Day on Saturday, March 5, 2011 at Brunswick Methodist
Church. We are still planning this event but anticipate that it will be a half-day
event.
Charity Concerts in March 2011: we are planning a set of five concerts in
Methodist churches around our region (Newcastle, Darlington and Cumbria Districts). We are inviting children‟s choirs and community choirs to participate
and hope to be able to confirm the venues and performers in the next few weeks.

Katharine Phillips
Fundraiser
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