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Welcome to this quarter’s edition of
MEMO.
It is, of course, a quarter which will see
some upheaval in the Circuit as Martin,
Sarah, Nathan and Sophie move for Martin
to take up his new Connexional role. Their
departure will leave a big hole in the life of
the Circuit but we wish them all well as they
embark on this new stage of their lives.
There is more on the Ramsden family’s time
here elsewhere in this magazine.
This is not the only departure. Lawrence
Law and his family will be moving house but
Lawrence will not be leaving the Circuit.
Lawrence, of course, is minister not only to
the Middlesbrough Chinese congregation
but also to a similar congregation in
Newcastle so Lawrence and family are
moving to a manse in Durham. This should
make life a little easier for him as he
continues looking after the 2 congregations.
There was disappointment last quarter when
the Circuit Event “Taste and See” was
cancelled because of lack of interest. It was
especially disappointing as it was an
excellent opportunity for each of us to find
out just how we could be involved in
reaching out to our community and beyond.
Talking of outreach, the Circuit’s big event,
More Than Gold, is only a few weeks away.
This keeps getting bigger and better. You
will find much more information elsewhere in
MEMO and we urge all who can possibly
make it to turn up and support this wonderful
example of outreach.
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Then, the following evening, there is a
Circuit Songs of Praise at Avenue. Let’s see
if we can fill the Circuit’s biggest church and
sing some great hymns accompanied by the
Circuit’s finest organ. It should be a truly
uplifting experience.
On behalf of the Communications
Team.
On a personal note, it seems no time at all
since almost my first act on taking over as
Circuit Steward with responsibility for the
Communications Team was to ask if you still
valued MEMO and yet here I am, writing my
last editorial before handing over to the new
leader of the team. The Communications
Team are involved with much more than
MEMO, including keeping the Circuit website
running and up to date, and coming up with
designs for documents, booklets etc and I
offer grateful thanks for all the support and
assistance I have received from a very
talented and hard-working group of
individuals – Dave Elliott, David Everitt,
Peter Hinton and, before her move to
Australia, Val Northcombe. Last, but most
definitely by no means least, my thanks go
to Elaine McIntosh at the Circuit Office who,
with good grace and good humour, has
accepted late changes to whatever it is she’s
trying get printed against a tight deadline
and who, quarterly, astounds those of us
who have simply decided what will go into
MEMO by turning it into the vibrant, colourful
magazine that you read.
Thank you to all of you.
Martyn Laverick

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends,
This is my final ‘Dear Friends’ before I leave my current
role as your superintendent minister. As I reflect on my nine
years in the Circuit I feel a profound sense of blessing because it
has been my joyful privilege to be in this place with all of you as
a minister for Jesus. My family and I are so grateful to all of you
who have cared for us, encouraged us and prayed for us.
When I arrived in the Circuit in August 2005 (seems like 5
minutes ago!) I was appointed as the minister of Linthorpe Road
and Grove Hill Churches. In November 2005 I chaired a church
council at Marton to cover for a colleague who was not very
well. I must have done a good job because I ended up being
Marton’s minister for the next 3 years! I became the
superintendent in March 2008 and handed Marton over to the
safe care of Revd. Sue Greenwood in the September of that
year. In 2012, when Revd. Rosemary Nash moved on, I became
the minister at Trinity.
Sometimes along the way I have struggled but always tried
my best. Sometimes along the way I have made mistakes but
always tried to learn from them. I am really grateful to all of you
who have helped me along the way. I feel that you have
ministered to me far more than I have ministered to you. You
have helped me to grow as a person, a Christian and a minister.
Thank you so much.
The Middlesbrough and Eston Circuit will always have a
very special place in the hearts of The Ramsdens and we will
always pray for you.
With Love,
Martin
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MAP
Offering a welcome to strangers

Me
Apply
Perhaps, Possibly, Probably, Positively
New volunteers always welcome, Ailsa will soon find you a job
to do, telephone 07970192841 or come to Avenue Methodist
Church on Wednesdays 10.00am till 3.00pm. Alternatively
Thursday and Fridays at Linthorpe Road Resource Centre.

Vera Pearson

Memories are important to all of us, and our past can help to shape
our present and our future.
You may remember memories of the Methodist Conference in a
previous issue, of a Sunday School trip and a visit to Luton Industrial
College.
We would like to give more people the chance to share their
memories of Church in future issues.
Have you got something you would like to share from your past
Church Life, either from this Circuit or elsewhere? If you have,
please send it to the Circuit Office, (see page 8 for contact details) the
deadline for the next edition of MEMO is 1st July 2014
Thank you.
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Message from the Circuit Stewards
As the summer holidays fast approach many of us will be looking
forward to a well deserved break. Our Ministers, Sue, Huw and
Martin, are no different. They too are looking forward to a well deserved break and we wish them a restful happy time with their families
and friends.
When a Minister is on holiday, another minister provides ‘cover’
which, of course, means that the number of churches they are
responsible for increases and with it the potential workload. This year
the situation will be even more difficult as Martin will be leaving at or
around the end of July to take up his Connexional appointment. May
we therefore courteously ask you to consider carefully before you
contact your Minister or their ‘cover’ over this period, especially during August, and perhaps consider contact only for urgent matters.
Church Leadership team members, church stewards and Pastoral
Visitors are also available to help.
Of course not only will we have a reduced number of Ministers but our
local preachers will also be taking holidays during this quarter. To
ease the pressure on them and on our Ministers, during August there
will be Sundays when there will be sectional services instead of
separate services in each church. We ask for your understanding and
co-operation during this period and thank you in advance for your
consideration and care for our Ministers at this time.

Circuit Stewards.

Our Compass
Following our Circuit Meeting in March it was
agreed to amend part of Our Compass.
It will now read:
How Do We Live This?
By our prayerful day-by-day devotion to Jesus
By caring deeply and sharing openly
By serving as part of our communities
By introducing new people to Jesus
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REV MARTIN RAMSDEN. THE RAMSDEN FAMILY.
In every church and Circuit in our Methodist system there
are endings and beginnings. Ministers come and go and
leave their mark on the churches, and in most cases
congregations stay, to either reap the benefits, or not, as the
case may be. I am writing this piece as an individual, so the
views expressed are mine, and mine alone!
I have been privileged to work with Martin at church level
and at Circuit level, and I have benefitted a great deal from
that relationship.
To say we have always agreed would not be telling the
truth. He and I have had interesting exchanges of opinion,
but he has always respected another point of view and has
been gracious in that discussion. I have respected his
scholarship, his academic gifts, his ability to teach and to
enthuse. I have been impressed by his organisational skills,
his attention to detail. He has done much for Grove Hill, I
think especially of the way he worked with the very
dedicated team at the church, in progressing through the
re development scheme.
Martin impressed me most as a man of faith, who always put
his trust in Jesus first, in his life and in his dealings with other
people. He was always clear about what his faith meant to
him and in his preaching he helped us to gain a greater
understanding and to make further progress in our journey of
faith. He was a man of prayer, how moved I have been by
his kind prayers in the Vestry and his awareness of people’s
needs in his prayer life.
He has a sense of humour, he must have to support a
certain football team, but I know nothing about that!! I
didn’t always agree with his choice of hymns, but he knows
that too, but he was a dedicated drummer.
Of course we didn’t just receive Martin as our Minister at
Grove Hill, we also were given Sarah. She came to us with
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her own ministry of care and concern, of happiness and
friendship. Two members of my family benefitted so much
from her ministry at James Cook, neither belong to this
Circuit, they praised her care in their difficult times. We also
benefitted from her excellent preaching, especially Family
Services.
As a Sunday School teacher, I have, along with my
colleagues, had the pleasure of working with Sophie and
Nathan. It has been a great joy to see them grow and
develop in their understanding of the church and their faith.
They have, along with the other members of Steps (Senior
group) been a pleasure to teach and share discussion with
on Sunday mornings. I shall miss their contributions to Family
Services.
So as you see, we have benefitted a great deal from the
Ramsden family, and we will miss them. I am sure I speak for
all of Grove Hill, in saying thank you for all you have done for
us and we pray God’s richest blessings upon you all as you
enter this new phase of ministry and your lives together.
Dave Elliott

Circuit Services
Avenue Methodist Church

Songs of Praise
Sunday 6th July at 6.30pm
******
Grove Hill Methodist Church

Farewell Service for Martin and Sarah
Sunday 13th July at 10.30am
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SONGS OF PRAISE
Thank you to all those churches who have
sent their choice of hymns, for our Circuit
‘Songs of Praise’ We will be looking for a
Circuit ‘top ten’ so we can sing them
together.
One thing Methodists enjoy is expressing our faith in
singing, traditional and modern hymns together.
We decided that our Wesley services had been special, but
that this year we wanted to opt for something different,
which would still have a strong element of worship in it.
So when we looked for a venue for this event, big enough
for all the people we hope will attend, with a wonderful
organ, then we decided to go back to Avenue. Thank you
to the Avenue group who have said yes to our request.
So what could be a better way of spending a summer
evening than being with friends singing your favourite
hymns?
We will see you at Avenue at 6-30pm on Sunday July 6th.
Dave Elliott
On behalf of Ron Mapplebeck and Rev Huw Sperring.
Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church, Connaught Road,
Nunthorpe
Middlesbrough
TS7 0BS
Or email to
officeatcircmeth@btconnect.com
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
On Thursday June 26th it will be twenty years
since Rev. Sue Greenwood was ordained, to
celebrate this she is holding an Open Day at her
Manse.
You are all warmly invited to join her for
refreshments between 11.00am and 4.00pm.

Please feel free to call in.

Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network
and British unit of the World Federation
of Methodist and Uniting Church Women

There will be no Circuit Network Meetings during June,
July and August.
District Methodist Women in Britain event
Wednesday July 9th at 7pm
President’s Evening at Zetland Park Methodist Church, Redcar.
“Signing in Worship”. Light Refreshments available.
All ladies welcome
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary
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South Tees
Port Chaplaincy
Stella Maris’
‘The Flying Angel’

Apostleship of the Sea
Mission to Seafarers‘
Come and Join us

Teesport is currently the third largest port in the United Kingdom, and
amongst the ten biggest in Western Europe, handling over 4500 ships
and 36 million tonnes of domestic and international cargo per year. It
is important to the Steel, Potash, Container, Oil, Chemical, Mineral,
Wood and Aggregate Industries. Tesco and Asda have large
warehouse facilities here.
All the vessels which visit the Tees are crewed by seafarers, over 3,000
each year. They are ordinary people like you and me, with family and
friends, needs, worries and concerns, but unlike us, they are in a
foreign land where they are strangers and do not always feel safe.
Their jobs are hard and dangerous, they work long hours, and they are
away from home for many weeks or months. It can be a lonely and
isolated life, particularly when there is no one with whom to share a
worry or a concern, nobody who can help.
This is where the Mission to Seafarers and the Apostleship of the Sea
come in with a dedicated club for seafarers just on the edge of Tees
Dock.
Our club is open every single night of the year from 7 pm to 10 30 pm
where we have a minibus and driver and volunteers on hand to serve
the seafarers who need us.
We transport seafarers in our minibus to and from the Club and to local
supermarkets and facilities. We ensure they have access to computers,
can use their own lap tops, can Skype home, can make telephone calls,
exchange currency. The main thing is we communicate with them and
they communicate with us and with their families at home. We have a
range of confectionery and snacks to sell, toiletries, free books, Bibles
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and clothing, pool, darts, a television, a bar. Very importantly we can
offer them the peace and quiet of our beautiful Chapel and access to
our Chaplains and visitors whom they will also have seen on their
ships. We take them away from the stress of the ship and their
working lives.
The Mission to Seafarers and Apostleship of the Sea are looking for
volunteers who are prepared to make an ongoing contribution to their
work with seafarers who visit Teesport.
Working on a rota basis, volunteers are needed to help run the
Seafarers’ Club. In addition volunteer drivers are needed to drive the
Mission minibus on a pre-scheduled run around the dock to collect
and drop off seafarers, plus any additional journeys that may be
required.
We do not expect volunteers to over commit, even one evening a
month would make a huge difference to our volunteer base and would
be most welcome.
We take volunteering seriously. We train our drivers to the MIDAS
standard, we train those who work in the Club. We offer expenses to
travel to and from the Club and we operate a health and safety policy
and treat our volunteers as part of an integrated team with different
skills to offer. We do not have any paid staff, everyone who operates
the Club is a volunteer, whether we are working in the Club, or
performing the back room functions of a small business open on a
daily basis.
Volunteering is enjoyable and puts a smile on your face too when you
see seafarers happy and relaxed. It is good fun to meet and work with
other volunteers, as well as meeting many interesting seafarers from
all parts of the globe and hearing about lifestyles very different to our
own. It is a unique area of work and constantly changing, no two days
are alike.
If you would like to come and see what we do, please use the contact
below and we will arrange to meet and chat Alèxe Finlay,
Secretary of the Mission Committee on 0787 670 5550
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Once again this year we look forward with a
sense of excitement and some apprehension,
to our Outreach event. As everyone knows, it
is on Saturday July 5th 12pm to 4pm at Stewart
Park.
We have had some very worthwhile planning
meetings with people from our Circuit and those from other
churches. This is making the event truly ecumenical.
We see the event as an opportunity to share the good news
of Jesus in all kinds of ways, to as many people as possible.
There will be a variety of musical performances. There will be
a display of charities. Children will be well
catered for in lots of ways. There will be worship and an
opportunity for quiet prayer and reflection and counselling.
There will be lots of different food available!
This is about us being Church in a very open way
and we ask please, for your prayers as the most
important gift you can give. If you can also give
some of your time on the day, maybe to act as a
Steward, or if you have a First Aid qualification, come and
be part of the team. We have also appealed for financial
help from churches. If you wish to make a donation, please
contact Kay Braithwaite, if you are able to give some time,
please contact me.
We can’t guarantee the weather being as perfect as it was
last year, but we can guarantee the same passion to be out
there sharing our faith. Thank you so much to all of you who
have helped so far.
Dave Elliott on behalf of
Kay Braithwaite, Liz Milburn and Alan Cockerill
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WORTH
A well-known speaker started off his seminar by
holding up a £50 note. In the room of 200 he asked,
‘Who would like this £50 note?’ Hands started going up. He said, ‘I am
going to give it to one of you, but first let me do this.’ He proceeded to
crumple the note up. He then asked ‘Who still wants it?’ Still the hands
were up in the air. ‘Well,’ he replied ‘What if I do this?’ And he
dropped it on the ground, and started to grind it into the floor with his
shoe. He picked it up, now all crumpled and dirty. ‘Now who still
wants it?’ still the hands went into the air. ‘My friends, you have all
learned a very valuable lesson. No matter what I did to the money, you
still wanted it because it did not decrease in value. It was still worth
£50.’
Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled and ground into the
dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come our way.
We feel as though we are worthless. But no matter what has happened
or what will happen, you will never lose your value in God’s eyes. To
him, dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are still priceless to
him.
Anonymous

Trinity Methodist Church
Trinity Ramblers invite you to a

‘STRAWBERRY COFFEE MORNING’
On Saturday 7th June 2014
10 a.m. to 12 noon
Cost £1.50
including drink and strawberry cream scone
CAKE STALL, TOMBOLA, BOOKS, CRAFT STALLS
AND LOTS MORE

PROCEEDS TO DEVELOPMENT FUND
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Methodist Church Collection
of Modern Christian Art
The Art Collection contains over 40 works, including some by wellknown artists such as Graham Sutherland, Eric Gill, Elisabeth Frink,
William Roberts, Patrick Heron and by international artists including
the Indian artist Jyoti Sahi, Sadao Watanabe from Japan and John
Muafangejo from Southern Africa.
The Collection was begun in the 1960s and has been displayed in a
number of venues around the country, usually only showing at five or
six venues a year. This is the first time it has been shown at an auction
centre.
The Collection is a highly regarded body of art in itself and would
stand comparison with many fine art collections. Most of the pictures
depict scenes from the life and teaching of Christ: some artists were or
are believing Christians, others not. New works are still being added
to the collection to ensure that the ideas and concerns of today’s artists
are represented in the Collection.

Exhibition in Leyburn
This prestigious collection of modern art will be on display at
Tennants Auction Centre, Leyburn, DL8 5SG. It will be open for
viewing during normal opening hours: Monday to Friday, 8.30am 5pm; Saturdays and Sundays opening days/times to be announced
The Exhibition Seeing is Believing will be open for five weeks from
Sunday 17th August 2014 to Sunday 21st September 2014. The official
opening of the Exhibition will be on Sunday 17th August 2014 at 3 pm.
This exhibition is sponsored by the North Yorkshire Dales Circuit of
the Methodist Church in conjunction with Tennants Auctioneers,
Leyburn and the Trustees of the Methodist Church Art Collection as
well as help and support from other churches in Wensleydale and
Swaledale.

For more information about the Collection
See the website at:

www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection
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Storm over the lake
by Eularia Clarke [1914-1970]
Methodist Church Collection of
Modern Christian Art
Perhaps you’ve seen the drenched Russell
Crowe in the recent film Noah; or you
will remember TV pictures of this
winter’s floods or worse the terrible scenes from the Boxing Day Tsunami in 2004. Whichever it is, you will understand the horror of
drowning or the feeling of being overwhelmed which Eularia Clarke
captured in this painting from the Methodist Art Collection to be
exhibited at Leyburn in late summer. You might think her stimulus
was some dreadful life experience but no, apparently she was moved
to paint this in 1963, exhausted and demoralised at the end of a term
teaching a class of rowdy boys who had obviously got to her.
Teachers will understand! She painted out the experience and wrote
that for her it was a “…relief to put Christ in…” the picture. We know
the story from the gospels and here Clarke captures the moment of
peril very effectively. The sheer greenness of the sea merging to dark
green is itself unsettling ; the vigour with which the menacing waves
are depicted convey the sense of an over whelming destructive power;
but it is the plight of the desperate disciples which most affects the
viewer. Disembodied hands clutch at nothing and the faces, showing
the whites of their eyes, remind me of Munch’s The Scream. Their
little boat is being overcome, its mast, furled sail, hull, free-flying
chains are all about to break or useless, and its passengers will sink
with it. The church has long been portrayed in art as a boat on a
stormy sea, particularly so since the WCC adopted as its logo, a boat.
As an institution in the twenty-first century it is challenged by
scientific discoveries, falling numbers, secularization and materialism.
Individual Christians too, can find themselves out of their depth
through difficulties, discord and tragedy in their lives … and yet… In
the left hand corner of Clarke’s picture is Christ. One hand firmly on
the rudder, the other quells the storm. Around him the sea is calm, the
ripples small. On the face of the water, under his hand is reflected a
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shining white dove, symbol of the Holy Spirit, present at creation.
Peace. All will be well. Clarke’s picture with more than twelve
passengers, suggests others share this drowning experience, down the
centuries. If that is us now, we may ask are we like the family in
Clarke’s painting huddled together clinging on for life caring only for
ourselves? Are we like the one whose foot is pressed against
another in our attempts to survive? Are we like the one who is
throwing himself overboard deserting the sinking ship? Or are we
looking to Jesus, clutching the rudder he holds? Are we begging for
him to rise and still the storm? Are we prepared to draw nearer to the
one who might yet save us? Peace! Be still.
Ruth Lewis
Eularia Clarke, “Storm Over The Lake” from the Methodist Modern Art
Collection, © TMCP, used with permission.

CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY
PROJECT
It’s rather hard to believe that it’s approaching 9 years
since our last trip to Malawi when we oversaw the
distribution of the goods we sent out in 2x20 feet
containers to a little village called Chagunda. To
refresh your memory, in 2002, after finding out from Lucia, a Malawian
friend who lives in the UK, what life is really like for most Malawians, we
started a project called ThAT Well. The ‘ThAT’ represented 3
Methodist Churches who were working together to help Lucia’s people –
Thornaby (then my home Church), Avenue and Trinity, but many people
from Churches in both Circuits supported the project too. We fundraised for
over a year and went out there in 2003 to have some water boreholes dug in
Lucia’s village. Sadly that didn’t work out as we’d hoped due to the
geographical layout of the land. Instead we were able to buy and
distribute seed, fertiliser and blankets for 200 homes.
On our return we began fundraising again and changed the project name to
‘ThAT Container’ and started to collect items that would be useful and
needed. Over one year we gathered together an enormous amount of ‘stuff’
and had enough to send 2 containers. In 2005 we were privileged to follow
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the containers and be involved in the distribution of the goods, and see at
first hand that everything went to the people it was intended for, and to
witness their extreme gratitude for all that we as a project had done for
them.
We have been working quietly in the background since then sending out
boxes of things that would help, but that was proving to be more and more
expensive and not cost effective. So, we are looking now to send out things
that would help the village to become self-sufficient. We had hoped to raise
money to get them connected to main line electricity but that is very
expensive. Now we are looking at sending out generators and a grinding
mill so that Chagunda can grind its own corn, which they currently have to
pay to have done, and they can then charge people outside of the village.
They can reinvest the money they make into making the village selfsustaining.
We don’t want to send out a half empty container either
so we are planning on collecting more items to fill that
container. We are proposing then to do something similar
to before, where we collected different types of items
each month, eg Stationery, kitchen equipment, medical
supplies, tools, fabric, wool, to name but a few. A
timetable of what we’ll be collecting and in what month
will be available very soon and we hope you’ll be able to help us to help
Lucia’s people, as well as off-loading some things that are no longer useful
to you, but could be very useful to someone else.
Although we have raised a reasonable amount of money already we will
need more and so we’ll also be organising fundraising events. If you can
remember the ones we had before, you know they were good value for
money as well as being extremely entertaining. We realise that everyone
these days is involved in some fundraising event or other for other
worthwhile causes, but perhaps you’ll be able to support ours too, whether
it’s coming to a fundraising event or donating some unwanted items. We
will really appreciate whatever you can do to help.
Please watch out for advertising and for the timetable of what we’ll be
collecting.
With grateful thanks in advance

Linda Harkins (01642-882673 for more info).
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Haven’t I seen you somewhere before?
You know what it’s like when you’re out and about,
particularly in a crowd and you glimpse a face that seems
vaguely familiar. And for the life of you, you
can’t place it. Nowadays that may be because,
for me, my memory isn’t keeping up. But it is
most likely that we are not seeing the face in its
familiar setting. When that happened to me
recently I realised, when I next went into the
chemist that the elusive face belonged to the
assistant who served me regularly. When she
was in the setting that I associated her with I knew
immediately who she was. Out of context her identity
escaped me.
When I read the stories of Jesus I don’t just take them at
face value, I want to know the context, the setting in which
they belong. When they took place, the time, the location,
and the reason why. That way I get a much fuller impression
of what they are about.
I want to know the journey those stories have had from
when they happened to when they were written down.
I have spent a lifetime trying to get behind the façade that
we seem to erect, or have put there for us, about Jesus and
his times.
Artist’s impressions, stained glass images,
archaic language, the rituals of worship, often
distort like a shimmering mirage the real people
and events that the stories describe. We tend to
invest figures from the past with qualities
reminiscent of mould on an ancient piece of fruit
that render them unattractive and unusable. Or
the very opposite, we grant them extravagant poetic licence
so they become larger than life and capable of extraordinary
feats.
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Whichever it is they have a hint of unreality, even phoniness
about them. We would find it difficult to imagine meeting
them in the supermarket, or sitting next to them on a bus.
Yet the people described in the stories about Jesus were
real, grounded, feeling individuals with their hopes and
fears, strengths and weaknesses.
My concern is to peel away the layers that time and
distance and our own projections have plastered on them:
to try to meet them as they might have been.
I have brought a questioning mind, an ability to listen and
reflect, a lively imagination and an honesty that is prepared
to accept even that which I may not like.
Above all, a lifetime’s fascination and commitment to the
person I struggle to see clearly through the mists of time
and tradition, Jesus of Nazareth.
I want to use that phrase, ‘a lifetime’ and apply it to the
forty odd years that elapsed between the death of Jesus and
the emergence of the first written record of his life.
Although forty years is not quite a life-time for most of us, it
was to the people of Palestine in the first century, where life
was physically much harder for most of them.
It was the period when the friends of Jesus learnt to stand
on their own two feet: like toddlers learning to take their
first tentative steps unaided by a hovering adult.
It was a time when a lot was happening and they had to
learn fast. It was a time of danger and uncertainty. It was a
time when their future, and to some extent our present,
began to take shape.
But next time I will begin by looking at the setting in which
Jesus lived and worked in “Trouble up North.”

Len Karn
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'Church every day of the week for
hundreds of people in Middlesbrough &
Eston Circuit
It is always exciting to hear children and adults talking about God. A huge
variety of questions come up such as, who made to God? or who wrote the
Bible? Despite the secular culture we live in, people of all ages have a spiritual side and a yearning to know God, even though they may not realise it or
dare to talk about it. It’s that inner search for meaning and fulfilment in life.
What enthuses me about FLAME is it doesn’t wait and hope that younger
people will come to church on a Sunday with their children to
discover
God. It is lay members from this circuit actively going out to make a difference in the community, meeting local residents where they are, accepting
them as they are and sharing the Christian faith. It is great to see God at work
through this. Our environment has changed radically in recent years. Sunday
no longer is a special day where the shops are closed and there are no leisure
activities on offer. In addition it is ‘not cool, ‘to show any interest in Christianity. So our approach to making new disciples needs to be a little different,
also recognising that this may not necessarily mean families start to attend
traditional services on a Sunday. If this is not the kind of way they can connect with God, for example if they don’t like the songs, can’t understand
Christian terminology, and so on they won’t come.
However messy church does provide a setting for families to come and discover more about God thus to grow in their faith. These continue to be very
successful at Grove Hill, Normanby and Eston Grange Methodist Churches.
Last messy church one dad at Normanby asked if it could be on every week.
Another dad at Grove Hill as he left with his two children commented he
thought it was brilliant, that this was not at all what he thought he’d find. I
look forward to Trinity’s first messy church in April. Plans are well under
way for it.
At the time of writing there are a lot of Easter activities happening. These
include special assemblies at Breckon Hill, Overfields, Caedmon, Whinney
Banks and Whalehill Primary Schools. At Newham Bridge and Beechgrove
Primary Schools there are going to be two RE afternoons where over one
hundred children will get the opportunity to learn the story of Holy Week in
depth through discussion, drama and crafts. I look forward to the questions
20

they will ask. In addition pupils from Bankfields Primary School will visit
Normanby Methodist Church. Children from Caedmon Primary will visit
Eston Grange Methodist Church. Both will be opportunities to discover more
about the Easter story. When calculating the numbers of children who will
come into contact with FLAME and thus learn something more about the
Christian message this Easter it will be well over a thousand. They are
unlikely to be attending church but at the very least be aware that this festival
is about far more than chocolate eggs and bunnies.
The six children’s clubs all continue to thrive as does the chaplaincy work at
Newport Primary. Preparations are now well underway for the start of a new
Girls Brigade Company at Ormesby Methodist Church at the beginning of
May. Ormesby also plan to have a children’s holiday club during the
summer holidays as the last one was so well attended.
Café Craft proved to be very popular at Crossroads Community Café over
half term. As did the two day holiday club held at Linthorpe Road Methodist
Church and Resource Centre. A lot of Muslim children came and were quite
happy to find out about the story of Jonah as well as to participate in crafts
and games.
The ladies cooking group held at Grove Hill Methodist Church is a great way
not only to learn new recipes but to meet new people and to get to know each
other. I am pleased at the number of non church attendees who have started
to come.
FLAME is actively involved in preparations for the ‘More than Gold’ Event
at Stewarts Park in July.
So the project is growing and evolving in an exciting way. Work continues
on getting a puppet ministry team together. It is a fun way to spread the
Gospel but as so often is the case the volunteers get a lot from it themselves.
If you are interested in volunteering for the puppet team or any
area of FLAME, even just wanting to find out more please
contact me.
Many thanks to all those who volunteer and pray for this vital
ministry it is much appreciated. Without you this would not happen.

God bless,
Hayley
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MY HOLY WORD IS LOVE
Jesus, The Christ, is Love. He is the one who saves;
He left his throne above, the way to Heaven He paves.
He came with love; He died for love;
For love of sinners such as me.
How did He show his love for everyone He'd meet?
Fed Hunger; Healed the sick; and washed the dirty feet.
He came with love, He died for love
for love of sinners such as me.
He touched those called unclean; He welcomed great and small;
they nailed him to a tree; but Love forgave them all.
He came with love; He died for love;
for love of sinners such as me.
They laid Love in a tomb, and sealed it with a stone.
They left Love to its doom, But Love was not alone.
He came with love; He died for love;
for love of sinners such as me.
They thought that Love was gone, but Love was far too strong!
Love emerged from the tomb like new life from the womb.
He came with love; He died for love;
for love of sinners such as me..
Love spreads His arms out wide to welcome all for love.
Love's message is our guide; A message full of love.
He came with love; He died for love;
for love of sinners such as me.
'Just as I have loved you, you must love others too!
That's all you have to do the whole of your life through.
I came with love; I died for love;
for love of sinners, just like you'
Written by Celia Shires at the MWIB Quiet Day
at Hutton Rudby on 14th April 2014
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Pub Quiz,
At The Apple Tree, Marton Manor meet at 8.00pm, Tuesday 3rd
June, Tuesday 1st July and Tuesday 5th August at 7.00pm for
planning meeting

Sunderland Meal and Entertainment,
Saturday 21st June

Bowling at Hollywood Bowl,
Saturday 12th July at 7.00pm

Camping in the Lake District,
Monday 28th July for 2 or 3 nights

Camping near Hamsterly Forest,
Saturday 16th—19th August
For further details on all the events and to express an interest
in coming along please contact Liz
email liz.milburn@gmail.com or phone
01642 592238/07752 503196.

EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT
Saturday 7th June , Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am
to 12 noon
Saturday 7th June , Strawberry Coffee Morning at Trinity,
10.00am to 12 noon
Tuesday 24th June, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 5th July, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am
to 12 noon
Tuesday 29th July, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 2nd August, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12 noon
Tuesday 26th August, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
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P R A Y E R
1st;

Sunday June
We pray today for our
Circuit and for all the plans and hopes
for the advancement of God’s
Kingdom here in this place. Pray for
Rev Martin Ramsden and Trinity
Sunday June 8th; On this Pentecost day
we recognise the power of the Holy
Spirit transforming lives. Pray for Rev
Sue Greenwood and Marton
Sunday June 15th; On this Fathers’ Day
we pray for all dads, especially our
own. We thank God for the
importance of family life. We pray for
Rev Huw Sperring and for Normanby
Sunday June 22nd; We pray today for
the meetings in our Circuit and in our
individual churches, that in our
prayerful discussion God’s will may be
made known to us. Pray for Rev Len
Karn and Eston Grange
Sunday June 29th; We pray today for
‘More than Gold’ taking place on
Saturday that it may be a time of real
outreach to so many people as we
share the good news of Jesus in so
many ways. Pray today for Rev
Lawrence Law and the Chinese
congregations.
Sunday July 6th; We pray today for our
Songs of Praise being held at Avenue,
that through the joy of hymn singing
we may be truly inspired and have our
spirits lifted. We pray for all church
organists and pianists and all who
enhance the music in our worship. Pray
for Elaine McIntosh at the Circuit Office
and Jackie Fovargue at Linthorpe
Road Resource Centre and for
Linthorpe Rd church.
Sunday July 13th We pray for all who
are ill at this time, in body, mind or spirit,
for those who help and care for
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D I A R Y
them. We pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden
and for her ministry at James Cook
University hospital.
Sunday July 20th; We pray for children
and teachers coming to the end of a
school year, we pray that families may
enjoy holidays together. We pray for
Hayley Liversidge and her ministry with
young people. We pray for Grove Hill
Sunday July 27th; We pray today for
ministers moving on to new Circuits and
those moving into retirement. We think
of Lawrence Law and his family and of
Martin, Sarah, Sophie and Nathan. We
pray for Ormesby church.
Sunday August 3rd; We pray today for
our world, for peace and for unity for
an end to hunger and poverty and for
Christians who in all sorts of ways are
working for a better world. Pray for
Ailsa Adamson and for Stainton
Sunday August 10th; We pray for
people who are lonely, those who are
suffering the sadness of bereavement,
we pray for those who visit them and
who share Christian love with them.
Pray for Nunthorpe church
Sunday August 17th; We pray for the
Food Banks in our churches for those
who organise them and all who give.
Sunday August 24th; We pray today for
young people who will have received
their results in the last few days,
comfort those who are disappointed
and enrich the joy of those who
celebrate. We pray for Rev Una
Mclean and for Colin as they move in
to our Circuit.
Sunday August 31st; We pray today for
the Methodist Church throughout the
world, we pray for the Chair of District
Rev Ruth Gee

