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Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst

SEPTEMBER TO
NOVEMBER 2016

We shall
not forget.
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At a recent evening service at
Trinity, I had a discussion in
place of the sermon. The theme
was around the idea that we as
churches should have
something to say. After
bemoaning the fact that the
Methodist Church nationally
doesn’t seem to be saying
much, we looked at what was
happening in our Circuit.
I was amazed and very
impressed by what Trinity is
saying and doing in its local
community. It is inspirational
work going on there in
spreading the Gospel in words
and deeds.
This is what ‘Memo’ is all about.
It is the forum through which
churches can tell us about what
they are saying and doing in
their local communities. I have
mentioned Trinity, but other
churches are also doing
amazing things, so PLEASE tell us
about them. Inspire us with your
mission, don’t be modest, this is
about God working his purpose
out through your church and
that is worth telling us all.

your plans for Advent,
Christmas and beyond?
Please share your stories in ‘
Memo’, as others have done,
such as Rev Len Karn, and we
have all been inspired by his
articles, his stories.
In the last ‘Memo’ we started to
include ‘Top Ten Bible Stories’.
We wonder what the Top Ten
Bible Stories are in this Circuit?
Please send your nominations to
us for inclusion in the next issue.

Lastly if you have contributed to
this edition a sincere thank you.
Best wishes
Dave on behalf of
Anne and Elaine

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO

Please send all contributions to
the Communications Team by
the 2nd October 2016 C/O the
Circuit Office, Nunthorpe
Methodist Church, Connaught
Road, Nunthorpe,
Middlesbrough TS7 0BS

Or email to
mbrocircuit@gmail.com

This is a ‘Memo’ of the new
Methodist year, so what are
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The Superintendent’s Letter

Dear Friends,
As a girl of about eight, my parents thought it would be a good idea if
I learnt to play the piano - Mrs. Jones who lived in the village, and
who also played the Chapel Harmonium every Sunday was asked if
she would teach me. I spent four years practicing scales, learning the
different times of a 'minim' and a 'crotchet' and the difference
between 'f ' and 'p' until it was deemed possible for me to play for
the children at Sunday School when I was about eleven. I hasten to
say I was glad the children sang loud enough to cover my many
mistakes!
I haven't told you of the difficulties I faced each time I went to my
music teacher - you see - Mrs. Jones had a dog - one of those famous
Corgis - and it really liked to bite my heels, what with that and the
fact that every time I watched my fingers instead of the sheet music
she rattled my fingers with her pencil - my relief was great when Mum
and Dad felt I wasn't really making progress and I very happily
withdrew.
NOW, I so wish I had persevered, for I have an ambition of one day
being able to play the Pipe Organ! Who Knows - maybe in retirement?
We owe a great deal of gratitude to our Musicians who faithfully make
music on the various instruments across the Circuit and enrich our
Worship in so many ways. Some have been playing for many, many
years and we all say a huge, THANK YOU to each and every one of
you!
At our recent Circuit Meeting it was pointed out that it would be
beneficial to many of our Churches if we had a list of musicians who
were willing to go, occasionally to play at other Churches in our
Circuit. Not all need to be pipe organists - pianists, guitar players - in
fact anyone who feels they could help lead Worship by offering their
musical talent, would be really welcome to join a list of 'Itinerant
Musicians.' The main thing would be a willingness to help another
Church - Maybe as a 'one off' when the regular musician is away or
poorly. Perhaps once every couple of months to help a Church family
where they need more regular help.
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If you are interested in offering your help in this way - maybe you
have been hiding your talent and feel now is the time to share it Please give me a call and we'll explore how we can get this going.
And, I PROMISE, there'll be no corgis! Just very, very appreciative
congregations!!
With my Love to you all, God Bless you.

Sue
Reaching out to Young People in the
Middlesbrough and Eston Circuit.

`Supper at Sue`s.`
Following on from the conversations held with the Circuit churches ,
the Circuit Leadership Team has talked at length and prayerfully
reflected on youth work in the Circuit or the lack of it and devised a
three strand approach to getting more information.
What do existing families within our churches want for their
children?
What is already happening in and around Middlesbrough and Eston
– where we would slot in?
Consult and connect with people already `out there` and doing
work with youth.
Now we want to hear from you again and if you have ideas to share
about this come to `Supper at Sues` at 16 Windsor Crescent,
Nunthorpe on Tuesday 6th September at 7pm. It would be gr eat to
have at least one or two people from each church represented.
The young people are not the church of the future
but the church of today!

Circuit Service
Avenue Methodist Church
Songs of Praise 18th September
Community singing of some “old” hymns from 6.15pm
(see page 22)
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Obituary DOUGLAS EMMS
How sad we all were to hear that Doug has died. However we
rejoice that he has gone to Glory!
Doug had been ill for some time but had borne his illness with great
fortitude. Right up to the end he had been positive and had died,
as he wished, in his own home with his family.
I can’t say I knew Doug really well. My experience of Doug was
mainly through Linthorpe Road church. Also I met him at Circuit
events. Having said that, I did feel a real sense of friendship with
him and always enjoyed the chance to engage in conversation
with him.
He was a great smiler and we need people with that kind of
disposition. He always had a kind word at the end of a service, and
the handshake was sincere and warm.
Doug was a man of much wisdom, he had done a great deal in his
life, he knew about people and how to make them feel good
about themselves. He knew about Methodism and was a great
servant of church and Circuit and beyond.
Doug was also wise in the pulpit. I only heard him once on a
Thursday lunch time at Linthorpe Road. It was January 2010 and he
talked about making decisions, he was so tuned in to my own
dilemma at the time. I did act upon his words, and it was the right
thing to do!!
Doug was a real family man, who can forget the way in which he
and Jean spent so much time together. Doug’s family are a credit
to him, they share that approach to people, that sincerity. His
influence will live on through them and they will be in our prayers.
So, thanks to God for giving us Doug and now for taking him away
from his suffering to a better place.
Dave Elliott
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STAINTON ‘BIG SING’
This event has been a regular fixture for some time now and
once again this year, was an inspirational event.
The sun shone which is good as the service is outside in the
Square, although it did become a little breezy towards the
end. It is wonderful to worship outside, what a sense of
witness this service brings to the village.
I have to admit to being a great fan of Brass Bands and every
year Lockwood Brass Band plays for our singing and enhance
our Praise.
Thanks must go to the good people of Stainton Methodist
church for their warm hospitality and lovely refreshments.
Thanks also to the people of Stainton Parish Church, St Peter
and St. Paul's, for their contribution to the feast!!
This year we were marking the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the
Queen and decided to make it an ecumenical celebration.
The Vicar of Stainton, Rev Vivienne Hatton contributed to the
service and this shows how well the two churches work
together in the village. This is a shining example to us all about
ecumenism!
Great thanks go to Rev Sue Greenwood for her inspirational
leadership of the service, her sincere message and her sense
of joy at spreading the good news of Jesus. Sue knows how to
preach in the open air!!
It was a great outreach event and I hope that if you haven’t
attended one of these services, you try to get along next year,
you won’t be disappointed.
Dave Elliott

Off to school
Mother to young daughter after first day at school: “Well, dear, what
did they teach you today?”
Daughter: “Not much. I’ve got to go back again tomorrow.”
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Be still, for the Glory of the Lord is
shining all around
As we sing these familiar words from the well-loved hymn I wonder how
many of us really know what the ‘Glory of the Lord’ referred to, originally,
and exactly where it shone.
In the Old Testament it refers to Shechinah or ‘Divine Presence’, a body of
light which was poised above The Mercy Seat’ (or Propitiatory) which was
part of the Ark of the Covenant, carried by the Israelites on their 40 year
journey from slavery in Egypt, through the wilderness to the Promised
Land. At the end of the Mercy Seat were two carved cherubim (winged
spirits) facing inward, with expanded wings covering the Mercy Seat and
between them was the Shechinah or ‘Miraculous Light’ a visible sign of the
Presence of God in the Holy Place.
So God was said ‘to sit between the Cherubim’ but, although it was a
perpetual light and presence, it could only be seen by the few privileged
priests allowed into the Holy Place. The term Mercy Seat is still used today
to describe the most sacred place within the Worship Hall of the Salvation
Army (albeit not as elaborately carved or gilded as the original) Indeed the
first mercy seats were plain wooden forms but they served the same purpose
of a sacred meeting place of God with his people (see Hymns and Psalms
549) God’s presence was also revealed externally in the form of a column of
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to guide the Israelites as they
travelled, and it could be seen by all the pilgrims not just the privileged few!
In the New Testament the Shechinah was visible to the shepherds at Christ’s
birth (Luke 2: 8-16) The dazzling light was also revealed to Saul on the road
to Damascus and was of such intensity that he was temporarily blinded by it
until his conversion to Christ and was thereafter know as Paul. From a
persecutor of Christians to an Evangelist – how radical is that?
The Shechinah was visible to the disciples at Christ’s transfiguration on
Mount Hermon, and at Pentecost God’s presence became visible and
tangible to the disciples in the form of a rushing wind and flames of fire
which hovered over each of them and changed their lives for ever.
In John’s gospel we read that Jesus is the true light in fulfilment of the
prophesy that the Messiah would be a light to the Gentile and the Glory of
God’s people, Israel
Be still for the Glory of the Lord is still shining all around us but perhaps we
can only see it shining from the eyes of others, and see it expressed through
their lives, as they work through some of the most difficult experiences of
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life and in the dullest places of our world today,
A Prayer:
Enable with Perpetual Light
The dullness of our blinded sight
(Veni Creator Spiritus)
God our Father
whose Son, the Light
has come from heaven to deliver
the world from the darkness of ignorance.
Open the eyes of our understanding
that we may know the way of life
and walk in it, without stumbling.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord
Amen
Vera Pearson

Continuing Flame
FLAME continues to burn brightly. Perhaps you could help with
continuing the FLAME mission? All you’d have to do is at 3.00pm
one afternoon, sit down at a table and chat with some children and
their parents, as they do a craft activity. Yes, that’s all that’s
involved!
You help them draw, cut, glue and make things and at the same time
chat to them about what they’re doing. Easy! You join in the 15
minute Celebration “Worship” and help serve the “Tea” afterwards,
maybe joining in with the clearing up after they’ve all left.

Normanby, Eston Grange and Grove Hill would love it if people
[men as well as women] from other churches heeded the call to come
and help them at their Messy Church sessions planned for the
Autumn.
Eston Grange is holding one Tuesday 3 October 2016: Contact Jean
Parker; Normanby is holding theirs Monday 17th October 2016:
Contact Sandra Daniels; Grove Hill’s Messy Church is to be
arranged: Contact Joan Bennison. If you are free on any of those
days, please contact the people above to offer your help.
Ruth Lewis
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The trigger of Remembrance
‘Lest we forget’…. Remembrance Sunday acts as a
trigger for so many emotions; gratitude… grief… pride…
indignation … guilt, and questioning. Take the
questioning of suffering Job:
CAN I BE REMEMBERED? - ‘Oh, that my words were recorded, that
they were written on a scroll’ (Job 19:24). Job’s thoughts were in turmoil.
He speaks not only for himself, but for all who have suffered the loss of
honoured close ones – in the desire that emotive memories shall be
‘engraved in rock for ever.’
Can they be remembered? The last Spitfire pilot, the last soldier who
fought at Alamein – the last of a platoon ever to sing with Vera Lynn
‘We’ll meet again’…. there’s a desire to hold onto them. But here’s
another question:
WHOM SHALL I REMEMBER? - Further words from Job – “I know
that my Redeemer liveth” have become incorporated into the greatest
oratorio ever composed, Handel’s ‘Messiah’. From the early days of the
human race there was a perception, by this godly man, of a living
Redeemer who, as he puts it, would ‘in the end stand upon the earth.’
Thus the comfort Job looked for in all his troubles - the focal point that he
wanted to remember – lay not in his three cliché-ridden companions, but in
this divine Redeemer, in whom he prophetically discerned the prospect of
resurrection. It is an experience that is common to millions – to look out
for something…. Someone of permanence whom we can remember and
hold onto in an unstable world. A third question:

WILL HE (the Redeemer) REMEMBER ME? - The biblical worldview is altogether solid and trustworthy. If a dying thief from the dregs of
society can find it in him to say to the crucified Christ next to him,
“Remember me,” then anyone can; be they an unknown warrior – one day
to lie in an unmarked grave in Flanders, Vietnam or Iraq; or someone
caught in the swirling tides of bereavement.
For Job it was a settled conviction! He had reached the point when he was
triggered into the personal affirmation that can be anybody’s: “I KNOW
that my Redeemer liveth.” You may find the following reading to be
helpful: Job 19: 23-27a

The Parish Pump
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Have you heard the one about….?
Laurie Lee in reflecting on the depiction of his childhood in his
book ‘Cider with Rosie’, explains that his aim was, “A celebration
of living and an attempt to hoard its sensations. To praise the life
I’d had and so preserve it, and to live again both the good and
the bad.”
I know something of how that feels. Looking back over the
articles I have shared with you during the past decade many of
them have been about people I have met whose lives I wanted to
celebrate. There was Smiley George, Moorland Meggie and the
family who lived on Millers farm.
People I knew from over forty years ago, who you caught a
glimpse of through my sketchy introduction.
Most of what we know about the life of Jesus of Nazareth followed
a similar path. After his execution, the handful of people who
knew him best would, for the next forty odd years, talk about him
to people who had never known him.

There were far more people during this period however, who
never met any of the eyewitnesses either, but heard at second
hand, stories that had been passed on by word of mouth.
Much like the story told to me by my friend Joe, the Moorland
Miner, forty years ago, about a man he knew from his childhood
who was long gone.
Joe described him as a prim, dapper, serious man, he was the
local carrier and money lender, he ran a Sunday School for a
handful of children who lived in a remote moorland hamlet.
The children would gather in the tiny terraced chapel with its bare
wooden pews and central carpeted aisle, waiting
for the dignified entrance of their rather austere
teacher. On one occasion some of the more
mischievous boys planned a surprise. They
unrolled the central carpet, which at one point
covered an iron grill concealing a shallow pit
containing central heating pipes. They removed
the grill, rolled the carpet back along the aisle, covering the hole
and awaited the entrance of their unsuspecting teacher. He
marched in and duly stumbled into the concealed pit. Much to the
amazement of the giggling, apprehensive onlookers, he emerged,
to his credit, tutting, “Oh Dear, Oh Dear.”
An eighty-year old story that I heard forty years ago and pass on
10

to you. I had never met Joe’s Sunday school teacher and you
have never met Joe. You heard the story from me. You’re
reading it. In the forty years after the death of Jesus his stories
were passed on by word of mouth.
In the main his friends seem to have swopped stories when they
gathered in their small ‘supper groups’, each adding to the pool
of stories within and between the groups in any locality. In this
they were continuing the legacy of Jesus, whose favourite times
for sharing with his friends was over the supper table.
In these informal gatherings not only were the stories told, they
would be discussed, questions asked, new understandings
developed. The stories were likely adjusted to make them,
clearer, more memorable, easier to retell.
Just think, Joe’s story to me was told in a Northumbrian dialect,
the early Jesus stories were first carried by Jewish voices, rough
dialects of the countryside, smooth cadences of city folk. Later
voices from Syria, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Egypt, North Africa, all
adding their nuances long before the first collection of stories
were written down.
During that time the telling of a story could well have been
prefaced by, “Have you heard the one about…?”

Len Karn
We continue to regularly attend the Pub
Quiz at The Apple Tree, Marton Manor,
Middlesbrough on the First and Third
Tuesday of every month. The quiz starts
about 8.30pm-9.00pm and we have an
enjoyable evening – sometimes we even
manage to win!
Saturday 24th September – 6.30pm
Games night at the home
of Liz and Brian Milburn. Please bring a game to play and food
and drinks to share.
Saturday 3rd December Christmas Do – venue to be arranged but
we are thinking about booking a restaurant somewhere –
suggestions welcome.
If you are interested and would like to know more, please
contact myself on 01642 592238 or 07752 503196, alternatively
you can email me liz.milburn@gmail.com
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SATURDAY 2nd JULY
I feel that this year we really have made a
difference to the outreach of MTG, by moving
more of the events in to the main area of the
Park. We also had the big marquee in the usual
area which still attracted many people.
We felt that we were appealing to more people, to a wider cross
section of people in what we offered this year.
Once again we were truthful about why we were there. The messages
from the people presenting the worship in the Marquee were honest,
sincere and so relevant. We also had the music and testimony along
with the Puppets who attracted lots of people, as they shared their
faith.
Everyone who was involved had that one aim of telling people about
Jesus and the Christian gospel. It was also the message from the
Charities and in the games, and activities for children and young
people. This year we had a great team of stewards who spoke to
people about the reason for MTG being there and shared their faith
with many strangers.
It was a real privilege to have such a wide audience and to be able
to interview people who were involved in the event and those who
were visiting.
This year we have been far more ecumenical in the planning and on
the day. It has been really special to work with other Christians who
have different ideas and to listen to what they have to say. We are
very grateful to the Methodist Circuit for the generous financial help
given to us, without which we could not have gone ahead.
I feel this is the biggest outreach event of the year and I am really
proud to see the way it has grown and improved. However, Rev Sue,
Alan and I know we owe a debt of gratitude to so many people. I am
not going to mention names or the chances are I will forget someone
and cause offence, which I don’t want to do. I will just say that if you
were involved in any part of MTG this year, then your efforts and
contributions have made this a very special time for so many people.
I have to admit to being moved and inspired by some of the
messages I heard in the worship and in the music. I also felt so inspired
by seeing so many people coming to watch, or to get involved.
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Who could forget Mickey Mouse and the Big Banana??
What we do next year is still open to discussion; the original thought
was to have MTG once every four years from now onwards. Maybe
in the intervening years, we plan some other kind of outreach event.
A suggestion made was to work with the Holiday clubs and to
organise a big games and picnic event in the Park. However, all
plans are open to discussion.
If you do have comments about this year’s MTG, we would like to
hear from you. Please send any comments to me
mail@davelliott.plus.com
Also if you would like to be involved in planning for next year, please
contact me. Lastly an event like this could not have been so
successful without the support of so many prayers so thank you for
your prayers.
Dave
On behalf of Alan and Rev Sue.

The Role of the Circuit Steward
We continue our series in Memo looking at the
duties of the Circuit Stewards.
My specific role within the Circuit Stewards’ Team is to work with the
Circuit Treasurer and Lesley Duffield on the Circuit Finance Team; and in
particular to coordinate the Circuit Treasurers meetings each year when the
Circuit Budget and Church Assessments are agreed. I also coordinate the
auditors for the Church Treasurers at the end of each financial year. Also,
with Lesley Duffield, I am a Circuit representative to the Board of Linthorpe
Road Resource Centre and I provide support and supervision to the Resource
Centre Manager Jackie Fovargue.
This is my second term as a Circuit Steward having served from 1996 to
2002. The role has changed over the years, which is a good thing as it has
allowed me to approach the role this time with a fresh outlook, an
invigorated interest and a renewed sense of calling to our Lord.
Pat Barrett
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News from the March Circuit Meeting 21.6.16
Stationing – The first round of stationing is in November. An invitation

committee was approved at the meeting and consists of Circuit
Leadership Team (Core) and 2 reps from each of Rev Huw’s churches
(Normanby, Eston Grange and Ormesby) and 1 rep from each of the
other churches in the Circuit.
Listening to our Churches – the Leadership team have been giving

consideration to youth work which is an issue that has been a great
concern in all our churches. It was noted that there was a key
deficiency in the 10 – 14 age range and that more investigation and
discussion was needed. A meeting has been arranged for
6th September and it is hoped 1 or 2 representatives from each of our
churches will attend to discuss this important issue.
Update on Linthorpe Road Resource Centre – Good news - the lease

of the units is now complete, and a 25 year lease signed. The tenant is
Mr Kiper and he will be running a tailoring business.
FLAME – It was reported that Messy Church will continue in Eston
Grange, Normanby and Grove Hill. There are 8 people willing to lead
celebration and worship but additional volunteers are required to
support the craft/activity tables. Messy Church meets on weekdays,
2.30pm and there will be 3 in the autumn, one at each of the churches.
Methodist Women in Britain – The annual Easter Offering Envelope

Service which has traditionally taken place at the Network meeting on
the first Friday after Easter will now be a Sunday Evening Circuit
Service to include everyone in the Circuit.
Circuit Songs of Praise – will be held at Avenue on Sunday 18th
September at 6.30pm, to include Holy Communion. The service will
feature the ‘old favourites’ using the Methodist hymn book which
preceded Hymns and Psalms. There will also be the first appearance of
the Men’s Fellowship choir.
Evening Worship - it was proposed and agreed that the time of all our

evening services be at 6.00pm
Learning and Development team – At the request of some young

people in Nunthorpe to form a choir, a singing workshop was arranged
and took place in July
Report from Local Preacher meeting – The circuit rejoiced with Dawn
Harris at her recognition service. The meeting was asked to remember
Kate Dykes as she continues with her LP studies. Thanks expressed to
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Ruth Lewis in her role as LP tutor as the demands and the depth of
reporting increases. The LP meeting have been pleased to welcome
two2 worship leaders and hope others feel they may like to attend.
Organists – there was a request from Stainton for help with playing the

organ at their services, and a discussion about the growing difficulty of
finding organists/pianists to cover services. It is hoped to be able to
produce a list of itinerant organists to serve not only Stainton but the
whole circuit, as and when necessary.
Christian Aid big breakfast – (rescheduled date – to be advertised

throughout the churches

FAREWELL TO BARBARA BROWN
Around the beginning of September Barbara is moving to Malvern in
Worcestershire where she will live close to relatives who are able to help care
for her, given her continuing health difficulties.
Barbara has been an accredited Local Preacher since 1963, so she has given
over 53 years of faithful service, sadly limited in more recent years by her
state of health. Although she is a few years older than me I remember her
preaching at Avenue, where we were both members, right from the start of
her training. On one occasion during an evening service she asked the young
people in the gallery to put away their homework and listen! I’m not sure if
she had already then started her career as a Junior School teacher, including
many years at Linthorpe Junior School.
Apart from a period when she moved with her mother and father to Grosmont,
she has lived in Linthorpe all her life.
We had hoped she would still be here to attend the next Songs of Praise
service at Avenue on 18 September but she will move just before that.
However, we have asked her to pick a favourite hymn from the old Methodist
Hymn Book and to write some comments about her choice which we can read
out on her behalf on that occasion. No doubt we will also speak further then in
appreciation of her long service. Personally, when I started my own training
as a Local Preacher Barbara freely gave me a couple of insightful thoughts
about the good news we preach which have remained with me and have
frequently helped me since then.
We have many reasons to give thanks for all that Barbara has contributed over
many years as a preacher in this Circuit and I am sure you will join me in
wishing her well for her future.

Ron Mapplebeck
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An Experience of Fellow Christians
in Palestine
Well I’ve returned from a six week trip to West Bank, Palestine and Israel,
and would like to share just a snippet of the experience with you, that of
worship with fellow Christians.
First task on arrival was finding a Church that might use English. In
Bethlehem, West Bank where I was based for four weeks I was advised of the
one Church “The Lutheran Christmas Church” based at the top of the Suk to
the right hand side of the Nativity Square.
That first Sunday I got lost, but a local heading to work in that direction
offered to guide me. This helpful friendliness I was to experience time and
time again for the entire 6 weeks I was there. I was very grateful of the
assistance and arrived breathless, sweating and a little late at the Church
sneaking onto a seat in the back row. The service had a pattern I felt familiar
with, though the service was largely in Arabic, with areas of translation and a
programme that offered further translation and information in English.
Between these I could make sufficient sense of what was said to constitute a
meaningful act of worship and the feeling and knowledge that I was with
brothers and sisters who loved Christ as much as we do. A point of
information here. Most services in the Holy land are in Arabic since it is the
Palestinian people who form the greater part of the
Christian Church.
The Church was very beautiful, light and airy with stained
glass windows and writing in German since Germany is
where the Lutheran Church was founded.
Even in a situation of only hearing a portion of the message
through the power of Holy Spirit I could feel the love of
Christ, and felt at home with fellow sisters and brothers.
After Sunday worship and sharing a drink of Arabic coffee and chatting with
fellow members of the congregation, friendships were developed and some
knowledge of my fellow worshippers was gained. We could all relax and
enjoy the company of fellow brothers and sisters, and reflect on Christ and
rejoice that we are all one family. There were groups of international
Christians, fellow volunteers and students from The Bethlehem Bible College,
who were studying ‘Peace-making and Reconciliation’. There were
Palestinian jewellers, calligraphers, farmers, diplomats of various sorts and
so on.
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One project that interested me was that of the Tent
of Nations. This is one of the many farms being
taken off the Palestinian farmers, even though they
hold the deeds of the property and have followed
all the Israeli guidelines to keep their land. They
have had a long and legal struggle, without any
success. The farm is open for international volunteers to live there for
periods of time, to witness and to help replace damage done by local settlers
who periodically burn down the farm’s olive trees.
If any groups or anyone would like to know more, about my Holy Land visit,
please contact me at Church ( Marton) or on 01642 322905 and I‘m happy
to meet up and arrange a meeting date.
Every Blessing,
Dorothy Pearson

VOICES LOST AND FOUND
I was delighted to be re-acquainted with the lively, honest and moving words
of Charles Taylor- reproduced in the last Memo- thanks to whoever
contributed his article.
Charles was a great communicator, meticulously prepared, fluent and
conversational in delivery. We enjoyed a brief companionship in which I
grew to appreciate his humility, wisdom and wit. He was a source of
encouragement to me, coloured by his own experience of living under the
shadow of sadness. I still treasure cards he sent me, always with words of
appreciation and warmth.
Continuing the theme of appreciation. I owe a debt of gratitude to the
dedicated editorial team and the growing number of people, some articulate
and others previously hesitant to venture into print.
As one who is no longer involved in the activities described in Memo and at
some distance from the action, I really appreciate the colourful presentation,
interesting description of events, and the reflections of its contributors.
Len Karn
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Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British
unit of the World Federation of Methodist
and Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 23rd September
2.00pm at Nunthorpe
Speaker: Mrs June Anderson
(Bring & Buy Stall).
Thursday 6th October
2.00pm.
Circuit Network Committee at Marton.
Friday 4th November
2.00pm at Trinity
Speaker: Rev Una McLean
Dedication of Sunshine Bags
(Bring & Buy Stall)

MWiB Darlington District Event
Monday 10th October.
Autumn District Day at Ferryhill Methodist Church, DL17 8JL
Coffee served from 10.00am. The morning session will start at 10.30am.
Lunch at 12.30pm. The Afternoon session starts at 1.30pm. The Speaker is
Rev Janet Titterton.
Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided.
Advent service. More details later.

Friday 25th November

ALL ladies are welcome at all these events
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

Getting ready
Two children watched their grandmother reading her Bible.
‘Why does she do that?’ whispered one. ‘I expect she’s studying
for her final exams,’ came the reply.
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Words of wisdom?
Duct tape - Duct tape is like the
Force. It has a light side and a
dark side, and it holds the
universe together

KNIT & NATTER
CROCHET GROUP
Starting on
Thursday 8th September
2016,1pm till 3pm
in the Round Room at
Normanby Methodist
Church. Cost £2.
All welcome.

Breakfast Bun
Coffee Morning
The minister realised that
deciphering and trying to make
sense of esoteric texts was still
an important part of the job

September Prayer
The minister realised that deci-

at Eston Grange
Methodist Church
on 10th September
10.30 am till 12.00
Noon

All proceeds in aid of
Christian Aid.

pheringFather,
and trying to make sense
Loving
of esoteric texts was still an
important part of the job

Please help us with all the new
things September brings: a new
school year, new stages of life, with
children moving on or out, new
challenges for many as summer
gives way to Autumn. Help us in this
seasontape
of change
knowisthe
Duct
- Ducttotape
constant
reality
of
Jesus.
Thank you
like the Force. It has a light
for
the
new
life
He
freely
side and a dark side, andoffers
it to
all who turn to Him.
holds
thename.
universe together
In Jesus’

British
Summer Time
ends on
Sunday
30th October
Don’t forffhet to put
your clocks
back one hour.

Amen.

Daphne Kitching
The Parish Pump
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From Foodbank to Queens
I've been asked by Dave Elliott to share something of my continuing journey
and my move into full time ministry. Many of you will know that my wife
Jane and I have been working alongside the community of Whinney Banks
since 2010, and that I managed the Middlesbrough Foodbank until
September last year. During my work with so many people I felt God calling
me in a new direction. I must admit, I wasn't actually sure of what this
looked like. The only thing I was sure of was the need to share the Gospel. I
began local preaching, and although I knew I had been given the gift to
preach, it didn't fit the hole I felt in my heart to do more. It was around that
time I met a Deacon working in the Catterick Garrison. This was someone
who had been called to serve the community not just the church. As I began
to explore the role of the Deacon, it became very clear that God was calling
me into this type of ministry. A ministry where I can serve and reach people
where they are, standing in the door of the church showing the love of
Christ and demonstrating the Gospel in many different and practical ways.
You may think that I was happy that I had come to this knowledge. Actually I
was filled with dread! Surely they would not want me. I had had only been a
Methodist a short time. I felt a little like a fraud! However, I decided that I
needed to put myself forward to candidate. I would test this call, and
probably get told not now!
I stepped off the local preaching plan and began the process. Over the next
seven months I worked on producing a portfolio, attended my district
interview, did a placement with a Deacon in Weardale, and finally had the
connexion interviews. At each stage my calling was confirmed.
So what does the future hold?
In September I will start my training for ordained ministry at Queens
Foundation College in Birmingham. I will travel down on Sunday evening
and return on Thursdays. After two years of study I will receive my first
appointment as a probationer. At that time it will mean a move from
Middlesbrough. Exciting times ahead, but I will certainly be sad to leave a
town that I have come to love so much. I have also been asked about
preaching, has that now stopped? Not at all. Preaching is something that is
very important to me, and a calling that is put on hold rather than stopped.
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I intend to continue this as part of my probationer studies once my time at
Queens is over. I don't think learning ever really stops and I am looking
forward to serving and learning for many years to come.
Finally I wanted to give a heart felt thanks for everyone in our Circuit who
has prayed for and supported me on this journey. I have felt privileged to
serve my home church and this Circuit over the last five years. I am going to
miss it.
I will continue to let you know how I am getting on and please do continue
to pray for Jane as she continues to look after the work at Trinity Family
Friendly Centre while I am away.
Every Blessing to you all , Yours in Christ

Nigel Perrott Student Deacon!

OCTOBER
What of October? A month that is lost
Twixt warmth of September, and November
frost?
It’s not really winter, and though the leaves fall
The month of October is nothing at all!
A month spent regretting the summer now gone?
A month spent in dreading the winter to come?
A month spent in labour, in sorrow, not song?
A month when we’re sad at the loss of the sun?
Yet October’s a month with much that can please!
The gath’ring of fruit and the gold on the trees!
The dew on the web and the stars up above –
Yes! Truly October’s a month that I love!

By Nigel Beeton
The Parish Pump
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’SONGS OF PRAISE’
The Songs of Praise services have become a popular part of the
Circuit Services and do seem to bring lots of people to Avenue to
share in this very specific type of worship. It hasn’t just been the
hymns, although as Methodists, we are ‘Born in Song.’ What has
also impressed people have been the testimonies which have
introduced the hymns.
I also think being able to worship at Avenue has added a special
dimension to those acts of worship.
As with all Circuit Services, it is good to come together as a large
extended family and to appreciate our identity as Christians and as
fellow Methodists.
Our next ‘Songs of Praise’ will be on Sunday September 18th at
6.15pm at Avenue. This time we are singing hymns from the
Methodist Hymn Book which preceded ‘Hymns and Psalms’ We
have not asked people from the Circuit to select the hymns, we
have done that ourselves, and we will tell the stories to go with our
choices.
A new feature of this ‘Songs of Praise’ will be the newly created
‘Men’s Fellowship’ Choir, mainly formed by the members of the
Men’s Fellowship, which meets at Grove Hill on the last Thursday of
each month. We begin every meeting with a hymn and when Rev
Sue, heard us, suggested we sing at the next ‘Songs of Praise’.
So please come along on September 18th 6-15pm and enjoy the
inspirational experience of singing these well loved hymns together.
You will be very welcome.
Dave, on behalf of Ron Mapplebeck and Rev Huw.

Open wide
A lady was very nervous about her appointment at the
dentist. She sought courage from her Bible. The verse
her finger landed on was Psalm 81:10:
‘Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it.’
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Have Your Say about MEMO!!!
I have been a regular reader of Memo since its first publication several years ago.
In my view the June to August issue exceeded the high standards of previous
editions in a number of respects. We have come to expect interesting articles
from a variety of sources and this quality has been maintained. In addition, on
this occasion, I was impressed by the page - by - page layout using different styles
of print, attractive headlines which encouraged me to read the articles and the
use of colour throughout. I am sure other readers will have been equally
impressed. Thank you for your work in presenting our Christian message in this
way. Arthur Smart. (Trinity).
I enjoy reading all the articles in MEMO (and Advent Adventures) which are then
passed on to other readers - Methodists (in other circuits) Anglicans and non
believers. So you never know how far the 'seed' is broadcast. Vera Pearson
(Trinity)

The Editorial team thank you for your
Comments.

events around the circuit
Saturday 3rd September, Big Coffee Mor ning at Nor manby,
10.00am to Noon
Tuesday 6th September, Supper at Sue’s (See P4)
Thursday 8th September, Knit & Natter Cr ochet Gr oup at
Normanby 1.00pm-3.00pm ( see P19)
Saturday 10th September, Br eakfast Bun Coffee Mor ning at
Eston Grange Methodist Church 10.30am - Noon (See P19)
Tuesday 27th September, 10am to Noon Coffee Mor ning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 1st October, Big Coffee Mor ning at Nor manby,
10.00am to 12.00 Noon
Tuesday 25th October, 10am to noon Coffee Mor ning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 5th November, Big Coffee Mor ning at Nor manby,
10.00am to 12.00 Noon
Tuesday 29th November, 10am to Noon Coffee Mor ning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
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P R A Y E R
September 4th. We pray today for
this new Methodist year, that for all
of us it will be a time of challenge,
and maybe a time of change. Pray
for Rev Sue Greenwood and
Stainton.
September 11th. We pray today for
our Circuit meeting, for all who are
members that they may be inspired
in their decision making and their
discussion by the power of the Holy
Spirit. We pray for Rev Huw Sperring
and for Normanby.
September 18th. We pray today for
our Circuit Songs of Praise at
Avenue this evening, may it be a
time of joy and fellowship. We pray
for the Avenue team.
September 25th. We pray today for
the many young people who will be
going off to colleges and universities
at this time, for their families and
friends. Pray for Rev Una McLean
and Grove Hill.
October 2nd. We pray today for all
our weekly meetings, which bring
people together to learn and to
share in friendship and fellowship.
Pray for Rev Len Karn and for Eston
Grange.
October 9th. We pray today for all
who are ill. Bless those who care for
them. Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden
and for her ministry at James Cook
University Hospital and the Hospice.
October 16th. We pray today for
those people who are made to feel
they don’t fit in, we pray for all who
are Asylum Seekers, and we think of
the wonderful work of MAP. Pray for
Alisa and all who work with MAP
and for Linthorpe Road.
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October 23rd. We pray today for

D I A R Y
who lead worship, for Local
Preachers and for Worship Leaders,
and for our ordained Ministers. We
think too, of those who week by
week provide the music so essential
for our worship. Pray for Ormesby.
October 30th. Pray today for all who
are involved in the finances of our
churches and of our Circuit. Pray for
Nunthorpe and for Elaine at the
Circuit Office. Pray also for Jackie
and her team at the Resource
Centre.
November 6th. As we approach
Armistice Day we remember all who
gave their lives in the service of
freedom and of justice. Bless those
who continue to make this sacrifice
and be with those who are left
behind to worry. Pray for all
Chaplains to the Forces.
November 13th. Pay today for those
who are dealing with bereavement
in their lives, those who feel lonely
and alone, that In the fellowship
and love of our churches they may
find comfort and in the assurance of
out faith, they may find hope. Pray
for Trinity and for Jane in her
outreach work. On this day pray too
for a lasting and meaningful peace.
November 20th. Pray today for those
who are in training to be Local
Preachers or for the Ordained
Ministry, be with them in their studies
and with those who train and
support them. Pray for Marton.
November 27th. We think today of
Advent and of the joy of preparing
for the coming of our Saviour. We
pray for Rev Ruth Gee and for the
Darlington District.

