P R A Y E R
1st

March
On this Sunday pray for all
Preachers and Worship Leaders and
for the Preachers’ meeting this week.
Pray for Rev Sue Greenwood and
Stainton.
March 8th Pray today for all who work;
whether it is paid or voluntary, for
those who find their work stressful and
for those unable to work. Pray for Rev
Huw Sperring and for Normanby
March 15th On this Mothering Sunday
we pray for all mothers, and think
especially of the importance of
family life. Pray for Rev Una McLean
and Linthorpe Road
March 22nd We pray today for all our
church meetings, for those in leadership positions in our churches and at
Circuit level. Pray for Rev Len Karn and
Eston Grange.
March 29th On this Palm Sunday, we
remember Jesus entering Jerusalem
and facing his enemies. We pray for
all who are persecuted for their faith
and who do not enjoy the freedom to
worship we take for granted. Pray for
Rev Lawrence Law and the Chinese
Congregation
April 5th On this glorious Easter Day we
rejoice at the power of the resurrection and pray that all our worship today may reflect the risen Jesus. Pray
for Ailsa Adamson and MAP and for
the Avenue team.
April 12th On this day we pray for all
the work being done in our area and
in our local community with families
and with young people. Pray for all
who lead youth groups and unformed
organisations and for Hayley Livesidge
and for Ormesby
April 19th We pray today for all who
are sick in mind, spirit or body, for 24
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those confined to their homes and
those in hospital and those who care
for them. Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden
and her work at James Cook
University Hospital.
April 26th We pray today for those who
are involved in the wider community,
that they may stand firm in their faith.
Pray for Elaine McIntosh and the
Circuit Office and for Nunthorpe
May 3rd We pray for young people in
our schools, colleges and universities
facing the challenge of exams, pray
also for their families at this trying time.
Pray for Jackie Fovargue and the
Linthorpe Road Resource Centre. Pray
for Marton
May 10th Pray today for the Ascension
Day services that we all may have a
greater understanding of this special
time. Pray for Trinity and their outreach
into the local community.
May 17th Pray today for those who
speak out against social injustice in
the name of the church, those who
give our church a voice. We pray for
those who experience a strong calling
to different kinds of outreach. Pray for
Grove Hill.
May 24th On this special Pentecost
Sunday we thank God for the work of
the Holy Spirit and pray we may be
receptive to the power of that same
Spirit. We think also today of our founders; John and Charles Wesley of the
way they felt the power of the Spirit
warming their hearts. Pray for Rev Ruth
Gee and the Darlington District.
May 31st On this Trinity Sunday we pray
for knowledge of the Creative Power
of God the Father, the loving ministry
of Jesus the Son and the presence of
the Holy Spirit.

MEMO
Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst

MARCH — TO MAY
2015

CHRIST DIED
FOR US
ROMANS 5:8
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Events around the circuit
As I write this, the Advent and
Christmas seasons have passed but
there is still snow on the ground with
more promised. By the time you are
reading this however we will be in
Lent, looking forward to the solemnity
of Holy Week and the joy of Easter
Sunday and then, further forward,
More Than Gold which, from its
tentative beginnings as a project of this
Circuit, has, thanks to the hard work of
those initially involved, developed into
a truly ecumenical event spreading the
Good News to many who would
otherwise never hear it.
There is more good news however. As
some of you know, at the invitation of
the Circuit Leadership Team, churches
have been discussing how best they
can progress. Circuit Stewards have
yet to meet with all the churches but
the reports that have come in have
been very encouraging and it is clear
that our churches are already
connecting with their communities and
many varied groups are making use of
church premises. It would be good if,
once all the discussions have been
completed, we can carry a piece in
MEMO so that we are all aware of the
exciting things that are going on in our
churches around the Circuit.
On the subject of being informed, most
of you know that there is a Circuit
website (http://
www.middlesbroughandestonmethodis
2

tcircuit.org.uk) which is very ably
overseen by David Everitt of
Nunthorpe Church. Anyone who is
familiar with the site will have noticed
changes recently as David has been
working on a revamp of the site – an
enormous undertaking for which we
are all very grateful. If you haven’t
looked at the site before, or if you have
but not for some time, please do so
now. I know that David would
welcome any comments or ideas. This
also seems a good time to remind
churches to let David know of any
services, events etc going on at their
church. Not only will this provide
publicity throughout the Circuit but it
will also be seen by a much wider
audience because we know that the site
is viewed by many people who have
no direct connection with any of our
churches so this is another opportunity
to spread wide the work that is going
on in our churches.
Martyn Laverick
On behalf of the Communications
Team.
DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO

Please send all contributions to the
Communications Team by 3rd April 2015
C/O the Circuit office, Nunthorpe
Methodist Church, Connaught Road,
Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough TS7 0BS
Or email to mbrocircuit@gmail.com

Friday 6th March Normanby Gift Weekend, 7.00pm Organ
Recital by Dr Graeme Drewery FRCO and a sing along. Tickets
£5.00 includes Soup Roll and a sweet. (see p18)
Saturday 7th March, Big Coffee Morning and Gift Day at
Normanby, 10.00am to 12 noon
Saturday 14th March, 10.00am—12.00 noon quality Book
Sale at Nunthorpe Methodist Church, refreshments available.
Saturday 21st March, Grove Hill Spring Fling (see p15)
Saturday 28th March: Normanby Easter Fair, usual stalls;
and Easter Egg Tombola £1.00 entry 10.000am -12 noon
Tuesday 31st March10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 4th April, Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am to
12 noon
Saturday 18th April, Coffee Morning at Marton (see p19)
Tuesday 28th April 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 2nd May, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12 noon
22nd—24th May, Normanby Flower Festival (see 7)
Tuesday 26th May 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.

An Afternoon of Song with
Wilton Male Voice Choir
Monday 20th April 2015 at Normanby Methodist Church
1.00pm to 3.00pm
Tickets are priced at £3.50 and include light refreshments.
There will also be a raffle held on the day.

For further information contact Anna or Charise
at the scheme office on : 01643 319537.
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I am pleased to let you know that ‘More than Gold,’
our Outreach event, will go ahead on Saturday July
4th 2015 in Stewart Park from 12pm to 4pm, and that
once again we ask for your help and support. We
need, most of all, your prayers.
We are also hoping each church may elect to do
one of the following;

1. Donate some money to help pay for the event
2. Donate time by helping on the day, maybe as a Steward, or if
you have a qualification in First Aid, offering that service.
3. Providing a small side show on the day.
You may feel your church has enough resources to do all three,
whatever you decide will be very gratefully received and please let
me know your decision as soon as you can.
We always see that an event like this needs to be ecumenical, even
though our Circuit is legally the body responsible.
I am glad to say that Alan and I are really enjoying working with Ste
Corner from St Mary’s Church Nunthorpe, who works for ‘Youth for
Christ’
The three of us work with the larger group whose meetings you are
welcome to attend. We will endeavour to let churches know the
dates of those meetings.
If this year can be as successful as last year we really will be rejoicing.
After all, as Christians, whatever our denomination, we have some
amazing news to share, come and join us if you can.
Dave Elliott
On behalf of Ste and Alan

British Summer Time begins on
Sunday 29th March
Don’t forget to put your clocks

forward one hour.
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The Superintendent’s Letter
Hello dear friends,
In my last letter I invited you to join me in praying for our staff, both lay
and ordained and to thank them for the devotion they give to their
work. This time, I'd like to widen this out to include our Circuit
Stewards who, with the three ministers, and a very patient Elaine, our
Circuit Secretary; who takes the Minutes, make up the Circuit Leadership Team.
Some will know quite a lot about the role of a Circuit Steward, others,
perhaps, very little. Our Team - for that is what we are and thereby
lays much of our strength - has been carefully designed so that the
various gifts and graces which each of the team has, are used to try to
fulfill what we believe are God's purposes for this Circuit. Much time
is spent in prayerful discernment; waiting upon his Spirit when we are
seeking to appoint a new Circuit Steward and it's wonderful how he
supplies us with the right people.
It's not the easiest of Job Descriptions. Of course, a deep spiritual
commitment to Christ and his church are paramount, as is a real
desire to see the Kingdom grow. All the Stewards, along with so many
generous and kind people make sure the ministers and their families
are well cared for. Thank you!
So, let me share with you some of the particular skills, gifts and graces
that our Circuit Stewards bring as part of their calling. Brian Glover, is
our senior steward at the moment and keeps a careful eye on all that's
going on, both spiritually and the property side of things; from a
blocked drain to the sale of 20 Fox Howe. Thank you Brian!
Nigel Marsh and Lesley Duffield are both gifted with a financial brain
and have an eye on the way we use our Circuit monetary resources.
Thanks Lesley and Nigel and all the Finance Team!
Ruth Lewis has recently taken on the role of Learning and Development convenor from Kay Braithwaite, making sure our Discipleship to
Jesus is always relevant and based on God's word. Thank you Kay
3

and Ruth.

Obituary JOHN BATES

Communication is vital if we are to be aware of all that is going on in
the local churches; at the moment I'm grateful for all the listening
that's being done across the Circuit. Martyn Laverick has been the
person responsible with his team for Circuit Communications. Thank
you Martyn and your brilliant team for all you are doing.

It is sad to record that John passed away on Saturday January 31st. I
received a phone call from Ken Hudson to give me the news just before I
left for the Circuit Songs of Praise. I felt it was important to share the news
at that service and when it was announced; there was a real sense of
sadness.

It's so good to have Stuart Nimmo as part of our team, there seemed
to be a real need for someone to help with issues of Social Justice.
Both in our community and in the world, there are so many people
crying out to be heard, as well as the many opportunities we have in
serving. We are really grateful that Stuart has accepted the challenge
to focus on this role, especially.

I was privileged to have known John and to have had him as a friend. He
was a real gentleman and in many ways quietly spoken and humble. He
epitomised to me true Christian living, he believed that as followers of
Jesus we should strive for perfection. He believed that we should be open
about our faith and remember we are bringing people to Jesus, such is our
mission.

Having 'introduced' each of the Circuit Stewards, please do ask them
about their work and pray for them and their families; they all serve
alongside other demands with such generosity, faithfulness and love.

John was a great teacher, not in a formal way, but in his contribution to
discussion, in his leadership of Bible study and of course in his preaching. I
would imagine that many people would agree with me that his preaching
was sincere and showed his study and his understanding of the text. He was
also a great preacher because he lived according to his beliefs and those of
us who knew him can say ‘Amen’ to that.

We are grateful to you all and to those other, 'Good and faithful
servants' who make up your teams.
I could write pages about the amazing gifts which are displayed in so
many lives in this Circuit - space and time don't allow. I end with
some lines from the hymn writer, Joseph Hart (1712-68)
"We'll praise him for all that is past,
And trust him for all that's to come."
Hymns & Psalms 277
Every Blessing in Christ, with love,

Sue.

John’s life was not without sadness and difficulty, but he came through
with faith and with prayer.
He was admired and respected by so many because of his care and
compassion and love to those he knew.
He enjoyed music and would occasionally play the organ at Grove Hill if
required.
He was a very talented cricketer; we remember our Grove Hill outings to
Saltburn and cricket on the beach. My sons still refer to him as ‘Basher
Bates’ so good was his eye on the ball!!
I think John could reach out to all ages and he did just that, in his
professional life, his church life and his personal life.

"Spring would not be spring
without bird songs."
Francis M. Chapman

Edna, his wife, told me shortly before Christmas that John had gone into
care and that his memory was going. She did say that he could still say a
prayer. John has gone to Glory, to be with his Lord.
We thank God for a wonderful life and I thank God that I have had John as
a friend and as a mentor.
Dave Elliott

4
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Its all happening at
Ormesby Methodist Church
'We’re sharing the good news of Jesus with
hundreds of families throughout the Circuit,
who don’t go to Church.
I always find it exciting when I see churches actively going out to share their
faith in many different ways and what’s more reaching many hundreds of
people through their efforts. This is exactly what is happening through the
work of many volunteers from our circuit. This doesn’t mean non church
goers will start coming to a traditional Sunday service on Sunday mornings.
The people we are working with usually just don’t connect with traditional
forms of worship, they don’t meet with God in that way. This doesn’t mean
they have no belief or inner desire to know more of God, often quite the
opposite is the case. In today’s secular and sometimes frantic society where
time is of a premium, different approaches are needed to meet with young
families where they are. This is what FLAME is all about.
As Easter approaches opportunities are there to share the good news. Already
some schools have asked about visits to churches to look at the Easter story.
There are plans for the choir at Breckon Hill Primary to hopefully come and
visit the LAH scheme at Linthorpe Road to sing for the folks there.
The puppet ministry is going well. So far we have done three performances,
two at Trinity and one at Linthorpe Road Methodist Churches. It has been
great to work alongside the Chinese congregation
doing this making it truly a Circuit wide ministry.
At the moment we are working on looking for funds
to buy a proper puppet theatre and sound system. If
anyone has any suggestions with regard to this or
would like to join the puppet team please contact me.
The schools work that has been going on for some
time continues to thrive. This includes the four
weekly school clubs, taking assemblies, RE lessons
and chaplaincy work. Girls Brigade at Ormesby is going very well indeed.
Please continue to pray for this vital work. My grateful thanks as always to
the many volunteers without whom this ministry just wouldn’t happen.

Over the last three years we have fund raised
for essential repairs to our old building,
including roof repairs, new toilets, re-wiring
the building, a new front door, decorating the
toilets and a new boiler. There are things still to be done, re-wiring the Hall
and corridors and work on the Church wall.
The good news is we have a new Girls Brigade Group, enthusiastically led
by Hayley Liversidge, and a waiting list for new members. Netherfields
Community Centre closed nearby, and so we have gained a Mother and
Toddler Group, and thanks to our local councillor we received 24 fold up
chairs and 20 small children's chairs to replace our old furniture, and which
were delivered free of charge. In addition we were given a £1,000 grant.
New Life Church meet every Sunday Morning at 11.30am with a modern
Service, then a shared meal together. At our Carol and Christmas Dinner on
21st December we all joined together for Lessons and Carols, the church
was full of all age people, which was very uplifting, and the ladies of the
Church cooked a beautiful meal and everyone had a good time, with no
shortage of helpers cleaning up afterwards.
The Wives Group which is a Churches Together Group, has been running
for over 55 years. 30 ladies meet each Wednesday to enjoy speakers,
outings, members afternoons and meals. Ladies from St Cuthbert’s, St
Gabriel’s and non churchgoers all meet. Thanks go to the Committee who
organize jumble sales, concerts and suppers to raise funds.
Thanks go to Rev Huw and Celia Shires who led a very interesting
Advent Course for Huw’s 3 churches, discussing the three gifts the Kings
brought to Jesus.
We felt that our Notice Boards were redundant, so a new one was
purchased, putting the Methodist Church back on the map at Ormesby.
We have a lot going on Community wise. Our Luncheon Club is popular
once a month. We had a Christmas Dinner and it was lovely to be
entertained by the children from Overfields School.
We are all looking forward, anything could happen!!!!!
Marjorie Hodge

Hayley Liversidge
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“My Pilgrimage ”
Dear friends in the Middlesbrough and Eston Circuit, thank you so
much for your prayers when I was away in the Holy land from
1st September to 27th November. I understand that many of you were
praying for my safety whilst there and I am pleased to report that your
prayers were answered my time in Nazareth was safe, and
enjoyable. So thank you so much.
So what stands out for me about my pilgrimage? Well I guess the
whole of it.
The friendly reliable welcomes, weekly support in the form of a
friendly supervision, the fascinating variable conversations, the rich
worship life sharing both with hospital staff and with community, the
meeting with people and sharing of ideas, art subjects, politics,
religion. Yes all came together and made it a most memorable time.
The people that I met, at EMMS
(English Hospital), and in the
Nazareth Village, their kind
encouragement and training to
undertake the designated work,
their easy acceptance of us
foreigners in their land. The visits
made, Galilee, Acho, Caesarea
Philippi, Jerusalem and more, the
experiences shared walking,
dressing up as at the time of Jesus,
working with the patients, visiting
a school, all was so enjoyable.
Also treading where Jesus trod, sharing in worship, sharing and caring, serving in His home village, the summer sun and the winter rain
which He created, all of this was so spiritually fulfilling.
So what do I miss? No more rich Arabic coffee, no more Sabah Ilkeer
(Good morning), Sabah Ilnure (reply), No more Hos Hos (The Village
donkey) braying over the valley, Aba George (Joseph), Hannah,
Ester greeting the awed pilgrims. No more looking back over the
Jezreal Valley, with Mount Tabor gracing the sky, no more sound of
fireworks, young people marrying, children laughing and playing in
the Valley, and in the Suk. No more triumphal singing in the Church of
the Nazarene, or Margaret and Lloyd fellow pilgrims to talk, walk and
6

Coffee Morning
Marton Methodist Church are holding a
Coffee Morning on Saturday April 18th, 10am to
12noon. The proceeds will go mainly to X:site
Teesside, with a smaller amount being put towards the MWiB
Project, Riding for the Disabled.
X:site Teesside is an event that runs every two months on Saturday
Evening and involves volunteers from different denominations
working together. The event is for children 7 – 11years and is an
opportunity to learn about Jesus and the Christian faith through many
activities, including crafts, singing, puppets, memory verses and
games. It is a lively event and the children thoroughly enjoy it.
Children come from both church and non church backgrounds.

My room is full of clutter
And so much like my life
As they’re both packed full of memories
Made special with my wife.
They fill the shelves and cupboards And make it hard to dust –
And if one gets moved just
Half-an-inch, the mark that’s left is
Just like a friend
Who’s there – then gone To remind us of life’s race
Which always is best run
With the help of God’s own grace
Now seen in the Man in everyone
Who carries us along
That we might cross the finishing line
To hear God say, ‘Well done’!

By Sam Doubtfire
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W hy do we ha ve e ggs a t E a ster ?
Eggs are a forbidden food during Lent, making them a
welcome return to the menu on Easter.

W hy do we give eggs a t E a ster ?
Giving eggs at Easter celebrates new life. Christians remember that Jesus,
after dying on the cross, rose from the dead. They believe that, through his
resurrection, Jesus defeated death and sin and offers people the promise of
eternal life if they follow his teachings.

W ha t wer e the f irst E a ster eggs like ?
The first eggs given at Easter were birds eggs. These eggs were painted in
bright colours to give them further meaning as a gift. We still paint bird eggs
today but usually only chicken eggs.

A n An glo -Sa xo n le ge n d - the Ea ster bu nny an d e ggs
An Anglo-Saxon legend tells how the Saxon goddess Eostre found a wounded
bird and transformed it into a hare, so that it could survive the Winter. The hare
found it could lay eggs, so it decorated these each Spring and left them as
offering to the goddess.

Normanby Methodist Church

share with. Yes I have many wonderful memories of a great time
serving in Jesus’ blessed home town Nazareth.
However, great being home too and back with my brothers and
sisters here in the circuit, to my regular friends and our get togethers,
to services that I can understand without an interpreter, to sharing in
leading worship after a 3 month break, such a privilege to do the
Lord’s work whatever form it takes.
So many thanks for your thoughts and prayers, and good to be back
with you all. Prayers, love and God Bless,
Dorothy Pearson

NORMANBY METHODIST CHURCH

Flower Festival
22nd-24th MAY 2015

To celebrate 10 years of the new Church building at
Normanby Methodist Church, a weekend of events

Friday 6th March at 7.00pm

Friday 22nd at 7.30pm Opening service led by Revd Huw Sperring

ORGAN RECITAL

Saturday 23rd at 7.00pm An Evening Concert (Details later)

BY DR. GRAEME DREWERY FRCO

Sunday 24th at 9.30am worship led by Revd W Middlemiss
at 6.00pm worship led by Revd B Hollings

TICKETS £5.00 INCLUDE SOUP AND A ROLL
AND A DESSERT

Flower displays of Bible stories

ALL WELCOME.

Refreshments

CONTACT CELIA SHIRES FOR TICKETS.
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Everyone is welcome
7

Methodist Women
in Britain

CIRCUIT INITIATIVE

Incorporating Women’s Network and British unit of the World
Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women

Bringing the Bible to life
“A life changing day for £14” it is claimed on the Walk Through the Bible
website, and certainly Methodists, like Celia Shires, Stuart Nimmo, Ruth
Taylor and Rev Una from our circuit, enjoyed it so much they have
encouraged us to look into booking a Walk Through the Bible seminar at a
church here in the Autumn. It will probably be held on a Saturday, take all
day and you would bring a packed lunch to go with drinks which will be made
available.

At the seminar which might be on the Old Testament or New Testament you
can expect a “multi-sensory approach to learning where you… sit, stand,
listen, gesture, talk, share, laugh (a lot!) and learn (loads)…” Una. “There is
a screen which sometimes shows cartoons and illustrations of what’s being
related…. I enjoyed following the story and doing the actions..” Celia.

Circuit Network Meetings
March

No meeting

Friday April 24th

2.00pm Grove Hill Easter Offering Service
(Bring and Buy)

May

No meeting

Circuit Network Evening Event
Wednesday April 29th at 7.00pm at Eston Grange
Musical Entertainment including Songs from the Shows followed by a faith
supper. There will be a Chocolate Tombola and a collection for this year’s
District Project (Riding for the Disabled).

MWiB Darlington District Events

We need to cover our costs for this enterprise which is why it will be
advertised within other churches in the area, and why we will be asking that
people who want to attend, pay up front £14 to the circuit so that, as soon
as we have 35 people paying to attend, we can book the seminar and
confirm the final date and venue. After the date is confirmed, people will still
be able to buy tickets for this event at any time. So please look out for more
details about this fun-filled bible-learning experience, and consider booking
your place with me.

Monday March 30th Easter Quiet Day at Coxhoe Methodist Church led
by Mrs Janet Barrett. Coffee 10.00am, start 10.45am, lunch 12.30pm to
1.30pm, finish 2.30pm. Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided.

How to Book
Send cheques to Ruth Lewis, 2 Clarence Road, Nunthorpe TS7 0DA , payable
to Middlesbrough and Eston Methodist Circuit, along with details of your
Name, Telephone and email address so that I can confirm that I am holding the cheque. As soon as dates are finalised I will contact you again to let
you know the cheques have been paid in.

All ladies in the Church are welcome at all these events.

Ruth Lewis
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Friday May 8th Spring Afternoon at Elvet Methodist Church, Durham at
2.00pm. Speaker : Rev Angie Long. Followed by Afternoon Tea.
Advance Notice
Thursday 18th June President’s Evening at Grove Hill Church at 7.00pm

Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

John 11:25-26

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in
me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die.
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Middlesbrough Foodbank opened

its doors on the 23rd of August 2012. It
doesn’t seem that long ago we had four
boxes of food delivered. I must admit, I
was a little worried that we may find it difficult to collect enough food to
feed the many families in need that we knew were in Middlesbrough.
Would enough frontline agencies hold our vouchers, and would they send
their clients to us?
Well, as I sit at my desk and look back at last year I can really say that I
am overwhelmed at the generosity and the commitment of so many people.
Middlesbrough Foodbank has given almost 8000 food parcels since
starting; we have 8 distribution points around the town. We have over 50
volunteers, and over 75 frontline agencies refer their clients to us. In our
warehouse we hold around 15 tonnes of food. All of this has been led by
the church. If you want to see a glimpse of God’s glory, just pop along to
our warehouse on a Tuesday and see for yourself.
You may think that we could say we have achieved and be content to leave
it there. However, we see so much need that in 2015 we are launching our”
more than food” projects. For many clients there are so many other needs:
Debt advice, money management and general life skills need. With this in
mind we will have a professional debt advisor in all our centres; we are
making links with the credit unions, to encourage our clients to save. “Cut
the cost of cooking” is the title of our cookery course and it will give
clients their own “slow cooker” and teach them how to cook on a budget.

Proverbs 31:8 says “Speak up for those who cannot speak for
themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute”.
The Foodbank is a real example of how God’s people can really make this
happen. On the 22nd of December a young lady, her husband and two
children were told that their benefits had stopped. They would be
reinstated on the 5th of January. The family had £32 to live on. Thanks to
the love of those who support Foodbank, we were able to provide food,
and warmth to this family.

REFLECTIONS ON BIBLE PROJECT
During October and into November 2014, we at Trinity have been
taking part in the Bible Project which took place on 4 of these Sundays.
The morning sessions followed a service outline while the evenings were
more informal leaving time for questions and discussion – this started off in
a ‘cafe church’ style but as most people have tea before they come to
Church for the evening service it was eventually felt unnecessary to
provide refreshments
There have been mixed feelings about the project, comments from the
congregation include:“Why don’t we have these sort of services more often” (This person just
attended the morning service)
“The morning was great but wasn’t keen on the evening session”
I didn’t like the films in the evening session, couldn’t hear a word that
was said”
“It was so helpful having the screen with the words for the hymns on”
I’m sure that there were many more comments but these were just some we
heard.
It was good to follow a full book in the Bible through, especially
Philippians, which has so much to offer which is relevant to us today.
Each week we were given a diary sheet encouraging us to read Philippians
through again and write something daily that was meaningful to us.

On behalf of them, many others, the trustees and volunteers I would like to
thank you all for your continued support.

We discussed some of these in the following week’s evening sessions.
This will be useful for future reference. The sessions were well prepared
and both Stuart and Celia had obviously put in a lot of hard work for them
to run so smoothly. We would like to congratulate them on this.

Every Blessing

Jean and Anne

Nigel Perrott – Project Manager, Middlesbrough Foodbank
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Life in the
big smoke
It seems a long time since I
travelled from my home in the
Yorkshire Dales to work in the
metropolitan sprawl of Middlesbrough.
Having always had an appreciation of country landscapes and
characters, it was inevitable that emerging from that setting, I
should be using images of the countryside in whatever
situation I happened to be talking. I was gently taken to task
by a lifetime ‘townie’, who reminded me that, town folk saw
things differently from country folk, and that maybe I should
adapt my imagery and language to the experience and outlook
of town folk.
Looking back over my working life I have to admit that I have
only once, for a period of three years, worked in a city, and
that included a short time in London. What impressed me most
about the capital was being in the vicinity of the iconic
buildings at the heart of our culture: the Houses of Parliament,
Westminster Abbey, Trafalgar Square, Buckingham Palace.
Places exuding history and memories of momentous events.
It was no different for Jesus' close circle of mainly country
friends, as they faced life in their capital. It was the epitome of
their culture, the hub of their national life, the centre of
pilgrimage for their fellow countrymen who had been scattered
around the world. They only went there because he did,
apparently expecting a brief stay, only to find they became
permanent residents.
When they first entered through one of the great stone
gateways they would be squeezing into a square mile crammed
with a population of 25,000. About the same as the population
of Thornaby, Bishop Auckland or Consett.
They would walk through a maze of dusty streets and alleys
10

when to take the items and they in turn will get in touch with me. If you
need any clarification, please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01642-882673.
We’re also involved with fundraising in order to be able to send this
container, so please watch out for our adverts and support our events when
you can. Please see below for our next endeavour! We’ve currently raised
almost £6000 which is great but we’ll need approximately another £4000.
Perhaps you would rather make a donation of cash? That would be great
too. Just let me know.
And finally, although we have already packed, labelled and logged the
contents of 100 boxes, we still need more boxes! If you have any fairly
sturdy medium to large boxes, please let me know and I’ll come to collect
them.
Thank you so much in advance
Linda Harkins

QUICK ON THE HEELS OF OUR
AFTERNOON TEA IN DECEMBER
COME AND JOIN US FOR A MOUTHWATERING

SPRING FLING
AT GROVE HILL METHODIST CHURCH
on SATURDAY 21st MARCH, 3.00pm to 5.00pm
TICKETS ARE £6 EACH OR 2 FOR £10
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE CAKES
AND SCONES,
SANDWICHES AND MORE!

ALL PROCEEDS FOR THE
CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY PROJECT (MALAWI)
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CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY
PROJECT
Following a recent meeting we have agreed that the
timetable for collecting items to fill a container to send
to our friends in Chagunda Village in Malawi should be
as below. We hope that the container will be ready to
send by June/July – we have to keep an eye on when the rainy season starts
in Malawi and work our timetable back from that. The roads become
impassable to the village when the rains start. So,
Feb 2015

Unwanted medical equipment (particularly items
you are unable to return to the NHS because they
won’t have them – but NOT drugs) so, bandages,
dressings, walking sticks, wheelchairs, spectacles,
Zimmer frames, etc.

March 2015

Kitchenware, Plastic bowls/buckets, enamel plates/
bowls, pans, and candles

April 2015

Bibles and children’s books

May 2015

Musical instruments*, Gazebo*

June 2015

Salt, boiled sweets, towels

*We want to be able to send items to Malawi which will help Lucia’s
people to help themselves and although musical instruments and gazebos
might seem extravagant, they want to be able to go out and entertain other
people for which they will receive a fee, which will be paid back into the
project. These events would in the main be outside and they would need
some form of shelter, hence the gazebo!
In the last 5 months we have asked for fabric, sewing aids, wool, knitting
needles, hand tools, stationery and blankets and we’ve already gratefully
received some but if you do have any of these items which you would like
to donate, you’re not too late! We will still be glad to have them!
I have also been able to ‘organise’ the following people to be a rep for your
Church:-Brenda Marriott for Marton, Ray and Lilian Pryde for Eston
Grange, Sandra Daniels for Normanby, Betty Finch for Stainton, Kay
Braithwaite for Nunthorpe, Kath Newton for Linthorpe Road, Marjory
Hodge for Ormesby, Carol Roberts and Jean Foley for Grove Hill and
Trish McCartney for Trinity. Please speak to them to find out where and
14

running haphazardly in all directions. Street markets, open-air
shops of many craftsmen, a bazaar with merchants selling fruit
and vegetables, dried fish, clothes and jewellery. Most of these
working people lived nearby in the noisy, crowded area known
as the Lower City.
But there was another area of town called the Upper City. Here
they would have been bowled over by the opulence and
splendour of the civic buildings. The royal palace built by Herod
the Great, a fine Roman style theatre, an impressive Forum
housing the Roman administration. But dominating the entire
city was the expansive and magnificent Temple area. This was
the supreme monument to their long history and culture, the
icon of who they were. The place where pilgrims came three
times a year to celebrate their heritage. When the population
would be swelled to three or four times its size. Places exuding
permanence, history and memories of momentous events.
On the slopes above the fine civic buildings in the Upper city
far from the cramped and noisy life of the Lower City, were the
broad fashionable avenues of the wealthy. Spacious white
marble mansions and palaces built around courtyards with
elaborate gardens and pools. They had their own market with
Roman style arcades housing the dealers in luxury goods, the
distillers of expensive oils and perfumes: the silk merchants
and tailors, gold and silversmiths. It was here that the ‘landed
gentry’, the ruling elite, among them the senior temple priests,
lived.
The stories about Jesus were jostled among all these
impressions. This was the setting for nearly forty years in
which they were aired and shaped. The friends of Jesus had to
come to terms with these overwhelming factors and make
sense of their memories of Jesus in that unfamiliar setting.
Len Karn

Laughter adds richness, texture and colour to otherwise
ordinary days.
It is a gift, a choice, a discipline and an art.
T Hansel
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EASTER EVENTS
AROUND THE CIRCUIT
(not on the Plan)
Eston Grange
Good Friday Meditation Service 6.00pm with Ormesby and Normanby

Grove Hill
Ash Wednesday Circuit Service at 7.30pm
Saturday 4th April Easter Fair 10.00-12.00 noon
Easter Sunday Holy Communion at 8.30am followed by Easter
Breakfast and Worship at 11.00am

Linthorpe Road
Maundy Thursday Service at 7.00pm

Marton
Good Friday Service at 9.30am

Normanby
Saturday 28th March Easter Fair, usual stalls; and Easter Egg Tombola
£1.00 entry 10.000am -12 noon
Ash Wednesday Circuit Service at 9.30am
Good Friday Service at 10.00am with Eston Grange and Ormesby,
followed by Churches Together ‘Walk of Witness’
Easter Sunday Holy Communion at 8.00am followed by Easter
Breakfast, and Worship at 11.00am

Nunthorpe
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion at Nunthorpe 7.00pm.
Good Friday Walk of Witness to Marton Church for service at 9.30am
starting at 8.30am from Church

Ormesby
Maundy Thursday Communion Service at 7.00pm with Eston Grange
and Normanby

Stainton
Maundy Thursday Service at 7.00pm

Trinity
Trinity will be having a short service on Monday 30th March, Tuesday
31st March and Wednesday 1st April, at 8.30am
Maundy Thursday at 7.00pm a simple meal of soup, bread and cheese
with Communion (booking needed)
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Good Friday Service at 11.00am.

Epiphany Songs of Praise
Avenue Methodist Church
1st February 2015

I have just returned from Avenue feeling fortunate to have been part
of yet another inspirational Songs of Praise in that wonderful church.
Ruth on the organ led the most amazing singing with about 80 people
present.
The theme of Epiphany was reflected through the contributions of
people from each of our churches. They looked at a part of Jesus’ life or
teaching and spoke about how that showed us more of him. The
people who presented did so in a sincere and thought provoking way.
It made us all have the chance to reflect on those presentations to
maybe see what Jesus means to each one of us.
As we remembered in our final hymn, it is only when we personalise
our faith through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can feel he is
truly in our lives. ‘My chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went
forth, and followed thee’
Thank you to everyone involved today; to the Avenue group for
enabling us to use the church and to have it all prepared for us, to all
who have taken part and to those of you who came and shared in that
time of praise.
Thank you also for the generous giving which totalled £ 215.00 This is
going to help to bring own language Bibles to those Christians from
other countries seeking to follow Jesus.
Our next Songs of Praise, possibly in July, will bring to us our Circuit
Organists and enable them to reflect on their ministry of music.
Dave Elliott
On behalf of Ron Mapplebeck and Rev Huw Sperring.
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