P R A Y E R
Sunday June 2nd; On this day we think
of the work of our Circuit and pray for
Rev Martin Ramsden and for Trinity
Sunday June 9th; We pray today for
students of all ages facing the
pressure of examinations and for their
families as they seek to support them.
Pray for Rev Sue Greenwood and
Nunthorpe
Sunday June 16th; We pray for the
Circuit Meeting on Thursday and for
all those who will attend and for the
decisions which will be made to
further the work of God’s Kingdom in
our communities. Pray for Rev Huw
Sperring and Normanby
Sunday June 23rd; We pray today for
those who are sick in body, mind, or
spirit, for those who are housebound
and for all those people who care for
them. Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden
and her ministry at James Cook
University hospital.
Sunday June 30th; We pray today for
the forthcoming Methodist
Conference, for all the important
business and debate for the future of
our Church. Pray for Rev Ruth Gee as
she begins her special ministry as
President of Conference.
Sunday July 7th; We pray for all those
Christians who are involved in work in
our communities, those who serve as
Councillors, or as School Governors,
that they may use the opportunities
to witness to their faith. Pray for Rev
Lawrence Law and the Chinese
Congregation.
Sunday July 14th; We pray for those
people who are always ready to help
in our churches, those who go ‘the
extra mile’ and those who do so
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much good in a quiet way often not
noticed by the majority of the church
family. Pray for Linthorpe Road
Resource Centre and the Circuit
Office.
Sunday July 21st; We pray today for
families as children break up from
school and holidays are here, that for
them it may be a time of rest and
enjoyment. Pray for Hayley Liversidge
and Grove Hill
Sunday July 28th, We pray today for
all those who lead our worship,
preachers, worship leaders and
musicians. Pray for Ailsa Adamson
and MAP and Ormesby
Sunday August 4th; We pray for those
churches facing difficult decisions,
especially issues to do with finance
and for those people who are
responsible for making those
decisions. Pray for Rev Len Karn and
Eston Grange
Sunday August 11th; We pray for the
work of Fresh Expressions, both the
social programme and the Bible
fellowships, for those who organise
and those who enjoy their time
together. Pray for Stainton
Sunday August 18th; We pray today
for those ministers who are leaving
their circuits for new appointments,
and for those who will be retiring that
they may be blessed in their service.
Pray for Linthorpe Rd
Sunday August 25th; We pray for those
people who in the last few days will
have received examination results,
for comfort for those who are
disappointed and joy for those who
have achieved what they had
hoped for. Pray for Marton.

MEMO
Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst

JUNE TO AUGUST 2013

DARLINGTON
DISTRICT
SPRING SYNOD
See page 7
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Events around the circuit
As I write this, the threat of a white
Easter has only just receded but by
the time you read this, the sun will be
shining, water companies will be
threatening hosepipe bans, the
Australians will soon be arriving for
their Ashes thrashing and all will be
well with the world.
Well, actually, all will not be well
with the world as you will discover
when you read our outreach articles,
one from Oxfam about famine around
the world and the other about the
work of the Middlesbrough Foodbank
in helping out people who are
struggling to feed themselves and
their families right here on our
doorstep.
Both of these projects are worthy of
our individual support. However,
when the editorial team came to
consider which articles about
outreach in our churches should be
included this quarter, the choice was
easy. Not one church had submitted
any information about outreach
happening in their church. Is this a
true reflection? Is there no outreach
at all happening in any of our
churches or has everyone assumed
someone else would notify the Circuit
Office? Let’s be proud of the work
we undertake and let everyone else
know what goes on at YOUR church.
The team look forward to having to
spend long hours before the next issue
of Memo, working out how on earth
2

we can possibly fit in all the articles
about the wonderful work going on in
our Circuit. But please don’t leave it
to someone else to tell us!
Talking of outreach, you will see
elsewh ere in th is magazin e,
information about the forthcoming
More Than Gold event. This gives us
the chance to reach out, both
ecumenically and to those who do not
currently attend any church. A lot of
hard work has gone into organising it.
Helpers are still needed but if you
can’t assist, please, please do support
it with your attendance.
Finally, it is 30 years since the
Darlington District hosted the
Methodist Conference with
Middlesbrough being the main base.
There is an article in this issue
recalling that time and it occurs to the
Editorial team that this may perhaps
serve as the first in a “nostalgia”
series – Memo’s version of
“Remember When” so let’s have your
memories – Sunday School outings,
church Eisteddfods, the Teesside
Methodist Choir performing the
Messiah etc etc. If it was memorable
to you, it may be to many others as
well so tell us all about it. This is,
after all, YOUR magazine.
Martyn Laverick
On behalf of the Communications
Team.

Saturday 1st June, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am—12 noon
Sunday 2nd June, Café Connect at Crossroads Community Café 6.008.00pm
Tuesday 4th June, Tea & Chat 2.30pm Stainton Chapel
Tuesday 4th June, , Pub Quiz, at The Apple Tree, Marton Manor with
Fresh Expressions meet at 8.00pm
Saturday 15th June, Strawberry Coffee Morning at Trinity, 10.00am-12
noon
Friday 21st June, The Apollo Choir 7.00pm at Eston Grange, tickets £6
(incl. light refreshments)
Tuesday 25th June, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Tuesday 2nd July, Strawberry Tea 2.30pm Stainton Chapel (Tickets £3.00
advanced booking required).
Tuesday 2nd July , Pub Quiz, at The Apple Tree, Marton Manor with
Fresh Expressions meet at 8.00pm
Saturday 6th July, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am—12 noon
Sunday 7th July, Café Connect at Crossroads Community Café 6.008.00pm
Thursday 18th July, Girls Night Out 7.00pm at the Apple Tree, Marton
Manor with Fresh Expressions.
Sunday 21st July, Open Air Sing 4.00pm at Stainton with Rev Sue
Greenwood and the Lockwood Brass, followed by refreshments in the
Memorial Hall
Tuesday 30th July, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 3rd August, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am—12
noon
Sunday 4th August, Café Connect at Crossroads Community Café 6.008.00pm
Tuesday 6th August, Tea & Chat 2.30pm Stainton Chapel
Tuesday 6th August, Pub Quiz, at The Apple Tree, Marton Manor with
Fresh Expressions meet at 8.00pm
Tuesday 27th August, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION OF MEMO
All material should be with the Circuit Office by
MONDAY 1ST JULY 2013
23

‘Be an Angel’
The first “Angels” took to the streets in January 2010
and continue to patrol Middlesbrough town centre
streets on a Saturday night until the early hours.
Most people are pleased to see us and greet us affectionately. After 3
years we are seen as a friendly caring presence amongst the busy
nightlife.
I confess it was with some trepidation that I volunteered to be an angel. I
agreed with the idea and like others in the group believe God is calling
us to serve Him in this way but I wasn’t sure what to expect on my first
night and was I really cut out for it?! I needn’t have worried – 10
minutes into the night and one young man came up to us and gave all 3
in the team a hug. He was so grateful for the help he had received a
couple of weeks previously. And I am grateful too that the ‘angels’ that
had started this service had obviously shown such love that it ensured I,
as a new ‘angel’, was given such a warm reception.
We come into contact with people with varying emotions, issues and
needs. The homeless, those with relationship problems, victims of
crime, health worries, and the list goes on. As one of the team says “each
of them are someone’s son or daughter” and that is an incentive for us
all. We don’t have all the answers but we can try and point them in the
direction of individuals and organisations that can help.
We are a relatively small group of people which includes students and
pensioners and we would love to have some new volunteers. So if you
can spare one Saturday night a month please prayerfully consider joining
our happy group - go on ‘Be an Angel’
God Bless
Dawn Harris

Saying by the Jewish poet and philosopher
Solomon ibn Gabirol (1021-1058)
"Plan for this world as if you expect to live forever, but
plan for the hereafter as if you expect to die tomorrow."
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The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Recently I have enjoyed reading a book called ‘The Power of
Habit’. The book is based on much scientific evidence about how our
minds work and what causes us to act in particular ways. The book
explains how we acquire habits and how certain habits can exercise a
powerful influence over our whole lives. Habits which have a
disproportionate impact on well being are called ‘keystone habits’.
The author, Charles Duhigg, tells the story of Paul O’Neill. In
1987 O’Neill was appointed Chief Executive of Alcoa, one of the
biggest companies in America, but Alcoa was experiencing hard times.
O’Neill’s first address to shareholders had been eagerly anticipated.
They were somewhat disappointed when he announced that his main
priority was going to be ‘safety’. People wondered how this was
going to turn the balance sheet around. Yet, O’Neill realised that a
consistent focus on safety would be a keystone habit. It would make
Alcoa a much safer place to work, it would dramatically reduce the
number of lost hours to accidents but more than this it would lead to
a company that refused to be slap dash and which would become
dissatisfied with anything less than excellence. This proved to be the
case and Alcoa flourished under O’Neills leadership.
In our Circuit this year we have been giving attention to a keystone habit, the habit of daily prayerful devotion. This is key for us
because a daily time set aside for focussed prayer helps us to see
Christ more clearly, love Christ more dearly and follow Christ more
nearly. Day by day prayer therefore has a major influence on everything else in our lives. May we all continue to grow in our keystone
habit of day by day prayerful devotion.
With Love,

Martin
3

M.A.P.
Building on the strength of
the MAP team
You all know of the great work done by the MAP team, which
has been welcoming asylum seekers and refugees to our
community, and offering practical and emotional support to
them, for more than 10 years now. I am proud to have joined the
team as project manager in March 2013, and wanted to take the
opportunity to introduce myself.
I live in Stokesley with my husband Mike, and my 3 daughters. I
practised as a personal injury lawyer for 20 years in Yorkshire
and Teesside. More recently I worked in volunteering support at
British Red Cross, and across the years I have volunteered at a
homeless shelter, within schools, and on teams offering
emotional support to those in crisis.
I am really looking forward to continuing the work which MAP
does to support some of our most vulnerable neighbours. We
collect and pass on to our clients good quality clothing, household goods and furniture – items which can make all the
difference as someone tries to start a new life in our community .
You can still make donations of these items by dropping them off
at Avenue Methodist Church on Wednesdays, or on Saturday
afternoons. Or, to arrange collection, just contact me on
07970192841 or at MAPMbro@gmail.com. I will enjoy talking
to you about MAP and all that we are doing, so do get in touch if
you have any queries, or if there is any way I can help
you.
Ailsa Adamson

Home Mission Division, The Church in Rural Life
Wesley Community, Wesley Community and Church Growth.
There were 2 sessions that caught my eye in particular though. One was the
Conference Festival of Praise held at Bondgate Methodist Church in Darlington. Titled “Songs of the Saints of God” and with the Teesside
Methodist Choir, it introduced the new Methodist Hymn Book, ‘Hymns and
Psalms’. I wonder if there are any who now see no point in Singing The
Faith because there is nothing wrong with Hymns and Psalms who also saw
no point in Hymns and Psalms because there was nothing wrong with the
old Methodist Hymn Book!
The second session to catch my eye was actually the opening session. Held
at Linthorpe Road Methodist Church, the session was a lecture on “The
Church in China Today”. Who could possibly have suspected that 30 years
later, that same church would be the home of a burgeoning Chinese
congregation?
I hope this has sparked memories for at least some of you and I am indebted
to Mrs Dorothy Dodgson for providing the booklet of the Conference.

Martyn Laverick

Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network
and British unit of the World Federation of
Methodist and Uniting Church Women
There will be no Circuit Network Meetings during June, July and
August.
District Network Events
Thursday 11 July 2013 President’s Afternoon at Danby Methodist
Church at 2pm. The Theme is “Summer songs, scarves and shawls”.
This will be followed by Afternoon Tea.
All ladies welcome
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

Project Manager
MAP Middlesbrough
4
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Trinity’s
METHODIST CONFERENCE 1983
30 years ago (to be precise, between 21 June and 1July 1983), the
Methodist Conference came to Middlesbrough.
Having said that, whilst the reception of Ordinands into Full Connexion was
held at the Town Hall and a lot of associated meetings were at various
churches in Middlesbrough, other associated meetings were hosted over a
fairly wide area at places like Shildon, Barnard Castle , Guisborough,
Stokesley and all points in between. It is perhaps worth noting that
ecumenism was going strong with a Conference Ecumenical Service held at
Durham Cathedral and some sessions held at All Saints Church and at St
Barnabas.

Refurbishment
Eighteen months ago we had problems with
our small hall, which is constantly in use. We
had to close it. All the organisations that use it had to then use
smaller rooms with limited space. It was found that we had a leak
under the floor which meant the whole of the floor had to be
replaced. This was a very big job, but thanks to the dedicated men at
Trinity this was done and we all dug deep in our pockets to
purchase new floor covering. We then replaced the old heating
system in the back half of our premises and now have new modern
radiators and our rooms are nice and warm.

The Conference service was held at Avenue Methodist Church, the preacher
being the President of the Conference, the Reverend Amos Cresswell and the
service was broadcast (remember the days when the BBC routinely broadcast
a service each Sunday?)

We then had at a look at our electrical system, as we were told by
engineers that this would all have to be replaced. This has now been
completed with a false ceiling in the corridors and small hall and
new lights in the church.

Three open air meetings were held at lunchtime in Victoria Square. At one,
the speaker, the Rev Brian R Hoare (who went on to write Methods of
Mission as well as a biography of Donald English who was also present at the
Conference) was supported by students of Cliff College. At another of the
open air meetings, the speaker was the Rev William Gowland who was then
Principal of Luton Industrial College.

We are greatly indebted to all the volunteers at Trinity who have
worked so hard. We are particularly grateful to Steve Jackson from
Middlesbrough Community Church, who kindly decorated the small
hall, saving us a considerable expense. The hall looks so bright and
cheerful and is now back in full use. We have moved back into the
Church as well, just in time to celebrate the Easter season .

In 1983, I was working in Rede House on Corporation Road and I remember
coming out at lunchtime to listen to the 3rd speaker, the inimitable Rev Dr
The Lord (Donald) Soper bringing his Speakers Corner soapbox to
Middlesbrough.
There were a wide variety of meetings, just a few from one day of the
conference –
A lecture, Piety, Profit and Paternalism – Methodists in Business
Bible Society meeting, God’s Word: Open For All
Holy Spirit renewal Movement, Forum on Renewal Today
Mission England, A Gospel To Proclaim where the speaker was the
aforementioned Rev Dr Donald English
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We now rest and take stock before fundraising starts in earnest for
the next phase.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
AT TRINITY
Saturday 15th June 2013
Strawberry Coffee Morning
10 am — 12 noon
5

It has now been decided that ‘More than
Gold’ our ecumenical outreach event, will
be held in Stewart Park on Saturday

July 6th from 12.00 noon to 5.00pm.
This event will not be rained off as we are
using the new Education rooms at the Park
and also having a marquee on the hard standing
adjacent to the rooms. This means we are totally weatherproof.
We will be having the same ‘zones’ we had in October;
Music, Worship, International, Children’s activities,
Charities.
We will also have games on the grass adjacent to the
world map.
This event is all about giving people some fun and some
interesting things to do and most importantly, telling
people about our faith and about Jesus.
If you want to help in any way, and we really do
need stewards please, and people with a first aid
qualification, then contact any one of us as soon
as possible.
By the time you read this, the event will be only a month
away, so please support it by your prayers, also by telling
as many people as you can to come along and coming
along yourself.
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to join together as
Christians, whatever our denomination, and to spread the
good news about Jesus.
Thank you very much
Dave Elliott on behalf of Kay Braithwaite and Liz Milburn.
6

fallen down dead.
She made ‘ginger beer’ in stone jars which was
supposed to be non-intoxicating, but I was never really
sure that it was. It certainly kept us going back for
more. It was one of her specialties when there was a
party or celebration in the village.
It was grandma who taught me the Lords Prayer. She had a fire
screen in her bedroom with the Lords Prayer painted on it,
probably a fashion at the time. She got me to sit at the foot of her
bed, facing the fireplace, and took me through it line by line until I
had learnt it.
She must have been one of the first to get a Hotpoint electric washing machine with automatic rollers. It had been around a bit when,
on grandpa’s retirement, we went to live in the village. She thought
it needed freshening up and a coat of paint would do the
trick. So she gave me the great responsibility, at about the
age of seven, of cleaning down and then applying the
green paint that she bought specially for the task. This
was no ‘kids stuff’. She was relying on me to do the job
well, and I felt very important and proud of my eventual achievement, something to counter the earlier feeling of failure.
She was a genuine ‘local’ having come from a family who had also
lived in the same village. These days that seems like a real test of
character. Not much gets past the wagging tongues and flapping
ears of those intent on boosting their own egos by picking out the
failings of others. So in that context I became aware that
Grandma’s credibility was held in high regard. When she was
taken ill in her early seventies, there was a day when the family
doctor realised that she had a terminal condition. After breaking
the sad news to the family he left the house in tears such was the
regard in which he held her.

Len Karn
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Errand boy
I suppose most children see adults as old and Grandparents as very
old. I was therefore surprised to work out that when I first went to
live with them my Grandmother was 55 and my Grandfather 62
Grandma was a round, rosy-cheeked, black clad little
woman, with hound like, sad eyes and long fine, silken
silver hair swept back and pinned into a bun at the nape
of her neck. She used to love me combing it for her,
when I was old enough to reach.

Darlington District
Spring Synod
On Saturday 27th April Middlesbrough and Eston Circuit had the
pleasure of hosting the Darlington Spring Synod. Traditionally
Synod is held at a venue in the Circuit, but last year our
neighbours in the Stokesley Circuit chose King’s Academy,
Coulby Newham and as all had agreed this was an excellent
venue we decided to stay with a venue that ‘worked’ and
similarly chose King’s.

I recall that her squat roundness restricted her mobility, which led
her to using, what she referred to as ‘my sturdy little legs,’ to do
many of her errands. One of these still causes me be break out into a
sweat.

About 120 people including delegates and our
own early morning helpers attended a
Communion Service which included a very
thought provoking sermon by Rev. Sylvester
Deigh of the World Methodist Council.

Crowthorn School, the branch of the National Children’s Home
where we lived, was about a mile and a half above the village of
Edgworth, which was nearer the valley bottom.

Synod business took up the rest of the morning
session, before delegates enjoyed their packed
lunches, supplemented by Chinese noodles
and a wonderful selection of home made
cakes, scones and biscuits kindly supplied by
members of our churches.
They also took time to watch children from MAP
performing traditional Sri Lankan dances and
browsed at the book stall, Traidcraft and displays
by Middlesbrough Live at
Home, FLAME and Boro Angels. A ‘rolling’ big
screen presentation also highlighted our
Circuit’s many strengths and showed our work
in His Kingdom—perhaps we can use this
presentation again to remind ourselves of all we do in His
name.

One day she asked me to walk down to the village and take a
message to someone whose home she described in some detail. I
must have been between four and five years old and had never
walked to the village and back on my own before. Neither could I
visualise the house she was describing to me. It was all too much for
me to cope with and I burst into tears and said, “I can’t do it.”
It was a painful example of expecting too much too soon and it
made an indelible mark on my confidence.
On another occasion, she took me with her to see a friend of hers
some distance away. We walked of course. At the end of our visit
on the way out I jumped down the front door step and started running to the gate, eager to have done with all that grown-up talk.
Looking back Grandma was reversing out of the house, still talking
and completely forgot about the step down. She suddenly tottered
backwards and collapsed in a round heap. I was really scared
because I too had temporarily forgotten the step and thought she had
18

Our sincere thanks go to all who made the day run so
smoothly—it was a great team effort and a credit to our Circuit.
Circuit Stewards.
7

As I write this email we haven't yet
met as a group to plan our summer
program however we do still meet
regularly. The pub quiz, which we
attend on the first Tuesday of every
month, is very popular. We are doing quite well and often come in
the top 3 teams. The Apple Tree pub, Marton Manor, is a friendly
family run pub and they make us very, very welcome. If you think
you would like to join us then please come along on any of the first
Tuesdays at about 8.30pm - we are especially in need to
people who are good with celebrities or sport although that is not
essential - just come along and have fun. Forthcoming dates 4th
June, 2nd July, 6th August
During Lent Fresh Expressions hosted our second film based Lent
bible study. We used the film ‘The King's Speech’ as a stimulus
and talked about finding a voice. Over the five weeks we were
challenged to think about why God chooses people who may feel
they do not have the gift of speaking to do his work. We discussed
what we could do when faced with difficult circumstances and
feel we should be speaking out but maybe haven't quite got the
courage to do so. We once again opened up the Bible study to
children and were blessed with up to 4 young people each week
joining the adults in discussion and reflection. The children made
valuable contributions to our weekly sessions. Thanks to Stuart
Nimmo, Celia Shires and Rev. Huw Sperring who helped to put it
together.
Fresh Expressions also hope to go camping again this summer (we
hope we have the summer weather to camp in!) and we are
planning a few walks and picnics too.
As soon as our events are organised I will email them out to all of
the churches and contacts.

“Praying with Colour”
“Praying with colour” is the title of a Circuit event to be

held at Marton on Friday 14th June 2013 (10.00 am to 4.00
pm & 7.00pm to 9.00 pm) and Saturday 15th June (10.00 am
to 4.00 pm).
So what exactly is “Praying with Colour”? Well, it’s an
‘open house’ opportunity to try your hand at a piece of
creative work that expresses Christian faith. Come along on
either day (or both) and see what is being created. Come and
join in – you can come for the whole time or just for a couple
of hours.

haven’t thought of.

You may not have picked up a paintbrush or a needle for years or you may
never before have thought of turning
faith into art. We don’t expect to go
home with a completed masterpiece
but you may like to try your hand with
paint, clay, printing, tapestry, collage,
a decorated stone.....or something we

We are grateful to Rev Alan Coustick who will be visiting us
to lead the workshop, he has been holding similar events in

the North Yorkshire Dales Circuit for several years.
Praying with colour complements the theme of Prayer &

Hope to see you at something we organise soon.

Personal Devotion, the focus for this year in “Our
Compass”. Come along and have fun, details have been
provided to each church.

Liz Milburn

John Hinton, Ruth Lewis & Dorothy Pearson
8
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MY FAVOURITE BIBLE PASSAGE
ADVENT BOOKLET
I hope most of you managed to get a copy of the Advent booklet,
I thoroughly enjoyed it. Unlike most Advent study material,
where the readings are so well known we can almost recite them,
many of these readings were different, which made me think
more. I looked forward to a quiet time, yes I did have some of
those through December, in which I could escape the madness
which takes over that time of year, and concentrated my
thoughts on the real meaning of Christmas.
I hope you also enjoyed it.
Sandra Daniels.
Above is an encouraging example of one person’s appreciation of
the Advent resources.

Back in June 1941 I was airing my new RAF
uniform and feeling homesick too!
My roommate bought a Sunday paper and on the
front page was a story of a young RAF pilot who also
happened to be a local preacher. That Sunday he had preached at
Morning service in the little Church near his air base. His text was
Ecclesiastics 9:10 ‘Whatsoever Thy hand finds to do, do it with
thy might’
That afternoon he was engaged in a dog fight and was shot down and
lost his life.
I have always tried to do my best and this text has followed me in my
own service travels through Northern Ireland, India and Burma and
has always been an inspiration.
Reflecting now on my long life I wonder if there is some connection
with the text on my Certificate of Membership of the Methodist
Church (1938) It reads Revelation 2:10 – Be though faithful unto
death and I will give you the Crown of Life.

There have been many positive comments, about the Lent resources
and how much people have enjoyed them for individual and group
study and prayer.

That young pilot certainly was faithful unto his death! A Crown well
deserved!

This is all part of ‘Our Compass’ and the emphasis on Day by Day
devotions.

******************

If you want to know more about the resources
please contact your Church Representative.

CIRCUIT SERVICE
The next Circuit Service will be at
Nunthorpe Methodist Church
On Sunday 14th July at 10.30am
16

J. W. Thomas (Nunthorpe Oaks)
‘I lift up my eyes to the hills from where my help comes . My help
comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth’. (Psalm 121)
This Psalm helped me after the loss of my wife (Kathleen) and still
does.
James Neesam
If you have a favourite Bible passage please let us know
which it is, and if you would like, please tell us why ?

Details to the Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office
9

1 in 8 people go
to bed with the
pain of hunger.
It's a scandal.
We can be the
generation to
end global hunger IF we make our politicians pay attention.
We have the power to help end the global hunger crisis IF we
act today.
The IF campaign is a huge coalition of UK-based organisations,
including Oxfam, who share the vision of a world where everyone has enough to eat.
We also have huge ambitions: to reach 20 million people across
the UK with our message and inspire 5 million of them to get
involved.
There can be ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE:
IF we give enough aid to stop children dying from hunger and
help the poorest families feed themselves
IF governments stop big companies dodging tax in poor
countries, so that millions of people can free themselves from
hunger
IF we stop poor farmers being forced off their land and we
grow crops to feed people not fuel cars
IF governments and big companies are honest and open
about their actions that stop people getting enough food
Between now and the G8 in June, we're joining forces to petition
David Cameron relentlessly and every which way to use his
presidency of the G8 to take a lead on hunger.
Through our actions, and his leadership, we can persuade
governments to act too, and when they do, everyone on this
planet will have the chance of getting the food they need to live
a healthy, happy life.

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/get-involved/campaignwith-us/find-an-action/if-campaign-signup
10

parents in a relaxed way. Chocolate cake always goes
down well with both adults and children. So if anyone
would like to produce some home made tray bakes for
the next one this coming half term, please let me know.
It would be much appreciated.
Cafe Connect held the first Sunday in the month at Crossroads
Community Cafe from 6-8pm is an excellent opportunity to enjoy light
refreshments and meet new people. We look at the Bible in a slightly
different way For example through video clips of the film 'Bruce
Almighty' which produced a great discussion on the subject of prayer.
Do come and join us to find out more.
Exciting new events being planned include starting up messy church at
Normanby Methodist Church and a cookery group for parents called
'Just Cook' at Grove Hill. Watch out for more about them in later
issues.
So overall very busy but also productive times. As always my
grateful thanks to all those who support the work by volunteering or
prayer. Without it none of this could happen.
God bless,

Hayley

HOLIDAY AT HOME
Eston Grange and Normanby Church in partnership with the
Salvation Army had so much fun last year that we have
decided to once again run the Holiday at Home. It will be held,
23rd, 24th and 25th September at Eston Grange Church,
Fabian Road. It is three days of fun, activities, fellowship and
entertainment.
There will be a two course meal each day. The cost this year
will be £17.50 (no increase). There will be posters coming
very soon. If you would like to attend please register an interest with Ray and Lillian Pryde on 295542. We look forward to
seeing you there as we really do have a wonderful time.
15

The families outreach work continues to thrive and be busy. The four
weekly school clubs and the choir held at Newport Primary School are
well attended and certainly enjoyed a lot by the children. It proves to be
an excellent way to share God's love and the Christian faith.
In addition Quest Club children from Grove Hill go on trips which are
much appreciated to X:Site. This is a bimonthly event that shares the
Christian faith in a fun way with junior aged children. Activities
include drama, games ,crafts team points, singing, Bible study, prayer
and a leader getting gunged. I oversaw the starting up of this project but
have since been able to step down in order to do other things, it was
great to see people willing to take up the reigns of responsibility for
this.
Easter may seem to have been a long time ago but at the time of
writing I have just completed all the Flame Easter activities. These
include several Easter assemblies at Overfields Primary , Abingdon
Primary, Whalehill Primary, Caedmon Primary and Breckon Hill
Primary. The choir at Beechgrove Primary have visited Grove Hill
Methodist Church to perform to both parents and congregation
members. People certainly seemed to have enjoyed it a lot. It is lovely
to see the deepening links between the local community and the church.
The children's choir that I run at Breckon Hill Primary School visited
the LAH scheme at Linthorpe Road Methodist Church on Maundy
Thursday to sing to the people there and enjoy some Easter craft
activities. Again this seemed to be much appreciated. The children
certainly sung brilliantly and the audience joined in enthusiastically..
Messy church at Eston Grange and Grove Hill Methodist Churches
continues to be popular with good attendance by families who don't go
to church on a Sunday. For them this can be seen as their time to
worship God. More messy churches in future are planned.
Cafe Craft which is held at Crossroads Community Cafe during half
terms has proved to be popular with families. It is a good way to
share Bible stories through craft and to get to know both children and
14

In many of our churches there are collection boxes for the
Foodbank, to which people are making very generous
contributions.
This is very much part of our Church Outreach as much
as is our giving to charities abroad. Below is a story from
the Middlesbrough Foodbank Newsletter.

This Months Story
Tracey and her husband have five children. A mix up with a
national insurance number has meant that they cannot claim
any benefits. She has five children and her income is £53 per
week. Sure start, The Citizen's Advice and even our local MP
have been trying to sort her case. Tracey very bravely and
kindly came to speak at our recent celebration service. Her
story touched all of us. Foodbank has been able to bring hope
and practical help to the family.
Foodbank will continue support until this situation has been
resolved and because we know the support of the agencies is
in place, we can continue beyond the normal three vouchers.
This is a great example of how Foodbank works in partnership
with the frontline agencies. Tracey has also asked if she can
volunteer with the Foodbank.
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ESTON GRANGE
METHODIST CHURCH
EASTER WITNESS
As I write this article, we have ended our Easter celebrations. A joint
service with Normanby, Ormesby and Eston Grange was held on
Maundy Thursday at Ormesby and at Normanby on Good Friday
morning followed by an ecumenical Walk of Witness, carrying the
crosses; distributing 300 hot cross buns en route to Tesco (half of the
buns were bought from Tesco!) culminating in a wonderful service of
witness to our faith and unity. Later we were joined by friends from
Normanby and Ormesby to a quiet meditation Evening Service. We
enjoyed a blessed Easter day with Huw leading our worship with
early morning Communion, followed by our traditional Easter breakfast, 11.00am with Café Church during which the empty cross was
decorated with spring flowers, ending with homemade Easter cakes.
By the time this article is hot off the press, friends from Normanby,
Ormesby and other churches will have joined Eston Grange on our
holiday in April to Willersley Castle, Christian Guild Holiday Hotel
in Derbyshire. We pray that the snow will disappear and the sun will
shine. We are looking forward to meeting up with Deacon Jane
Gibson who will be joining us.
As mentioned in the last issue of Memo, this year sees the 40th
anniversary of Eston Grange and we have now obtained our
commemorative memorabilia:- Aprons £5.00, Tote Bags £4.00 for
sale. The final preparations for our souvenir brochure containing
interesting facts, messages, illustrations etc. are underway. We also
have new dates of services and social events (see page 13) I reiterate
what I said in the last Memo, a warm invitation is extended to all, to
come and share in our planned celebrations.
“We’ll praise Him for all that is past
and trust Him for all that’s to come”

ESTON GRANGE METHODIST CHURCH
40TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
Friday 21st June 2013 - The Apollo Choir 7.00pm Tickets £6 (incl.
light refreshments)
Sunday 8th September 2013 - Circuit Service at 10.30am
Sunday15th September - Service led by the Worship Leaders of
Normanby at 9.30am .
Friday 18th October 2013 - Rev Derek Aldridge will be giving a
talk on the life of Elvis Presley at 7.00pm
Sunday 17th November 2013 - 9.30am and 6.15pm Services led by
Captain Gary and Lorraine Chaundy
HAVING RECEIVED THIS QUARTER’S MEMO WHICH
CONTAINED “MAGAZINE BLUES” I FELT VERY GUILTY
MY CONSCIENCE WAS PRICKED

But what could I write that was “News”
Then Len Karn’s letter spurred me on
His thoughts on days long past
Made me think about our lives today
The changes are quite vast
After 60 years of married bliss
We felt the time had come
For us to leave our bungalow
And find another home
It’s not like ‘home’ it never will be
But I thank God for leading us here
Where lots of love is shown to us
And we know we have nothing to fear
We thank God daily for his love
A love that changeth never
But most of all we give thanks to him
That we are still together

CATHERINE THOMAS

Every blessing

(NUNTHORPE OAKS)

Maureen Borley
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