MEMO
Middlesbrough & Eston Methodist Outburst
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Another ‘Memo’ and I find it hard
to believe that after all these
years, the ‘Middlesbrough and
Eston Methodist Outburst’ is still
here. I was in from the start when
we felt a need for better
communication and a sense of
being a Circuit. ‘Memo’ still strives
to fulfil these aims today. This
‘Memo’ caused us a lot of
discussion about who we contact
to ask for contributions as there
was a distinct absence of
articles!! We have decided that
we want to share some of the
main points of the Circuit meeting
(that do not have to wait until the
minutes are approved) We also
would like to help the Circuit to
get to know our Leadership team,
so this time we hear from Brian
Glover.
Please keep on telling us what
your church is doing, we said we
don’t really want what you’ve
done, but what you are planning.
However there can be some

exceptions! Tell us about good
news in your church or in your life,
ways in which God’s presence is
clear and his Spirit is guiding you
forward.
When you receive this ‘Memo’
we hope you will find it’s contents
interesting, maybe inspiring, we
hope you find the Prayer Diary
helpful in your devotions. We pray
that through ‘Memo’ we want to
proclaim the ways in which we
are all working to bring about
God’s Kingdom, in so many
different places.
As always, a sincere thank you to
those of you who have sent us
contributions for this edition, if you
haven’t yet sent us anything, why
not give it a go, we all have a
story to tell.
Best wishes
Dave Elliott
On behalf of the
Communications Team.

The total of Easter Offering
for the Circuit was £943.53
to World Mission
2

The Superintendent’s Letter
'The Lord gave the word,
and great was the company of the preachers.'
This sentence comes at the beginning of the service of Admission of
Local Preachers.
Every Sunday in the Methodist Church Local Preachers lead Worship
and Preach in thousands of churches, without them we would never
make the quarterly 'Plan'.
We owe a great debt of gratitude to each of them as they devote their
time and gifts to fulfill the Call of God in their lives. Our Worship each
week is enriched by the ministry of Local Preachers.
We say to each one of them a heartfelt, THANK YOU!
Each year at the September Local Preacher's Meeting, together with
our Circuit Worship Leaders, we each renew the vows we made when
we promised to respond to God's Call to lead his people in Worship
and preach the gospel of the risen Christ.
What a tremendous responsibility it is!
Some of us did our training many years ago and we continue to find it
vital to keep our learning and development updated. We live in a
different age where we have to make Worship relevant to today's
world. In the words of the hymn writer,
'To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill;O may it all my powers engage
To do my Master's will!
For Christians, the most important work of communication in the
world, is that of sharing the good news of what God has done for us in
his Son Jesus. Every week this means making the Gospel real to
people of all ages.
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All those who lead Worship and Preach are called to keep up to date
- to be relevant - this means being challenged to be Church in new
and exciting ways - so important if we are to be the Living and
Breathing Body of our Risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We see throughout our Circuit, people experiencing Fresh
Expressions of being Church; Church families doing things
differently. Equipping our generation to live out the Gospel in our day
to day lives, seeking to serve the Kingdom of God, today!
Have you been part of Cafe-Style Worship yet? Do you make sure
there is always something to help any children feel welcome and
valued? Are you able to offer help with 'Messy Church'? Has your
church offered an 'ALPHA' Course recently? Or, 'Come as you are'.
Do you invite people who come to your church building for week-day
events, to join you for a 'Special' and do you support them? Are
there people with 'un-tapped' musical, drama or dance skills that
would help enrich Worship? Are you trying to use different forms of
social media to present the Good News? Do you ask Cradle Roll
families, wedding couples, those who have experienced
bereavement, to come back to church for special services to
remember and give thanks? And in all this, never to forget those who
find change or new styles difficult to come to terms with.
However your church seeks to make Worship meaningful to today's
world, those who lead that Worship need to be equipped to serve - it
can be really quite scary and an enormous responsibility! We must
pray constantly for those who Preach and Lead Worship each week.
'We have a Gospel to proclaim,
Good news for all throughout the earth. . . '
This is true for both Preachers and congregations - Quite literally AWESOME!!
With my Love,

Sue
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A Walk Through the Bible: A life changing day for only £14!
On Saturday October 10th, this year, the Circuit Stewards are holding the
Walk through the Bible seminar promised in the last edition of Memo. It will
be about the Old Testament and held at Marton Methodist Church 9.15am
for 9.30am-5.00pm You would need to bring a packed lunch but a range of
drinks will be available.
Many people are excited at this opportunity to share the Big Picture of the
Bible by tracing and learning the narrative thread of the Old Testament. It is
a “multi-sensory approach to learning where you… sit, stand, listen, gesture,
talk, share, laugh (a lot!) and learn (loads)…” according to Rev Una. “There
is a screen which sometimes shows cartoons and illustrations of what’s being
related…. I enjoyed following the story and doing the actions..” said Celia
Shires. Ruth Taylor points out that you also get a colourful workbook when
you attend.
Tell Others
This is not just for Methodists, it’s for anyone. We will be promoting it to other
Methodist churches and denominations, but you, too, can tell others about the
day, so we can maximise the numbers and recover our booking cost. The more
the merrier!
How to Book
Send cheques for £14 payable to Middlesbrough and Eston Methodist Circuit,
to Ruth Lewis 2 Clarence Road Nunthorpe TS7 0DA , along with details of
your Name, Telephone and/or email address so that I can confirm that I have
received your cheque. It would also be helpful to tell me the church with which
you are connected.
Transport
Although Marton is served by good bus links, I realise that transport there and
back can prove a hurdle for some people. So if you would love to attend but
would appreciate a lift there and back, just let me know and I will do my best to
arrange lifts for Methodists from this circuit. If you can offer a lift to someone
please let me know when you book. Why don’t you join your friends this
October for a different day out, one where you will laugh as well as learn, all
about the Old Testament?
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SATURDAY 4TH JULY
I am pleased to give you an up to date (April 12 th 2015)
report on the progress we are making towards our Outreach event to be held in Stewart Park on Saturday
July 4th from 12pm to 4pm.
I am glad to report that the recent Circuit meeting
agreed to give us £500 in addition to the £1000 grant from the District,
that Rev Sue Greenwood successfully applied for. We really hope
that some of the other denominations involved will help us out
financially.
The CM also offered their full support to the event and promised
financial help in the coming years. The present team may well be
different next year and as a Circuit we need to plan for progression
as do the other denominations involved in ‘More than Gold’ We are
going to build on the success of the 2014 event and we are looking
at adding to the contents of last year.
We want to extend the witness to the wider park and hope that will
be a more evangelical outreach through prayer and testimony
around the areas.
We have been fortunate this year to have the Bishop of Whitby to
open the event. He has pledged his support and this means that we
now have a much closer link with the local Anglican churches
making 2015 a more ecumenical event.
We hope in addition to the excellent work Hayley Liversidge and her
team did (and will do again this year) in working with the children,
there will be further outreach maybe to the older children through
games and testimony around the Park.
We do need side shows, just small events, like ‘Bat the Rat’ for
example. If you feel you can be involved please contact me soon.
We also need stewards, people who will go around the Park give out
literature and talk to people about the reason for the event.
I am very pleased that Liz Milburn and Denise Gibson have offered
their services as First Aiders, but if you are qualified, and can spare an
hour or more, your help will be very much appreciated please.
Again, if you would like to volunteer to be a steward or a First Aider,
please contact me as soon as possible.
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Also anyone who wishes to know more about the event, or would like
to be involved in any other way, please drop me an email or ring me.
We need lots of support please especially your prayers. Also please
spread the word about ‘More than Gold’ to family and friends
neighbours and colleagues, in fact anyone who will listen.
I should point out it is not just Ste, Alan and I who are running the
event, we do have a larger group who come to the general
meetings and offer their support and are very involved on the day. A
sincere thank you to them.
Thank you very much
Dave Elliott
On behalf of Ste Corner and Alan Cockerill.
The Organising Team.

We still meet regularly at the pub quiz, which is held at the Apple Tree, The
Derby, Marton Manor, on a Tuesday evening. We were going on the first
Tuesday of the month, but now we have decided to also go on the third
Tuesday of the month. The quiz starts around 8.30pm.
Whenever we win anything at the quiz, we keep hold of the money in our
kitty. We decided as a group that we would donate our winnings to the
Teesside Hospice, which is a charity that the Apple Tree pub also support. Happily, we were able to donate £100 on 5th March to the Teesside
Hospice and we’ve already started to gather more money from winning.
So come and join us on the first and third Tuesday of every month. We
hope to plan some camping trips, days out and walks in the next few
months.
Future information and details will be on our facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/freshexmbro or the Circuit
Website http://www.middlesbroughandestonmethodistcircuit.org.uk
We look forward to you joining in some of our events at some point,
Liz (on behalf of Fresh Expressions)
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News from the March Circuit Meeting
SAFEGUARDING
Training sessions are to be held in May and September, dates to be
announced in the near future. It is essential that each Church Council
decides who needs to attend these sessions. Churches should have a Safeguarding information board and a named person as their ‘single point of
contact’ for DBS etc.
MAP
Pat Martin thanked the circuit for its continued support. A District grant of
£20,000 for 5 years is available which covers half of each year’s project
needs and the fundraising process has started. We are asked to keep MAP in
our prayers.
PROPERTY
Avenue Community Project – Avenue is used by many different groups
for recreational, musical and cultural purposes. The meeting approved the
continuance of the Avenue Community Project.
Linthorpe Road – Roof repairs have been completed and the building is
now watertight. Jackie Fovargue continues to search for grant and finance
opportunities.
Sale of Fox Howe manse – Keys were handed over and the final balance
confirmed on 30 January 2015.
Release of Church Deeds – during conversations with the solicitors
involved in the manse sale, it appears that five packets of property deeds
are still being held in their archives Approval was given to seek their
release.
CIRCUIT STEWARDS
Two new circuit stewards are required. Mrs. Pat Barratt has agreed to serve
initially for three years with particular responsibility for finance. Another
appointment will be made at the next meeting.
ORMESBY METHODIST CHURCH
Revd Sperring spoke about the significant amount of work undertaken by
the members and friends of the church since the 2010 quinquennial
inspection. This has led to greater usage of the buildings. Thanks were
expressed to all involved over five years of fundraising.
FINANCE
The circuit accounts (y/e August 2014) budget (2015/16) and the reserves
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policy were considered. Joyce Hill, treasurer at Ormesby, will be stepping
down from the position and Pat Barratt is to take up the post from
September. Pat will continue her membership at Normanby but will attend
the Circuit meeting on behalf of Ormesby.
MIATHENE PARTNERSHIP
Hayley Liversidge talked about fundraising for the Miathene Synod and
particularly about the Malese Family Appeal. Money raised within the
District will go towards easing the situation caused by a failure of short rains
and subsequent crop failure, malnutrition and on-going illness. The circuit is
to make a gift of £3,000, finances permitting.
SHARING NEWS
The following items were shared as part of an ongoing update of things
happening in the Circuit:
1) The success of a child-minding and babysitting service provided by
Nunthorpe members;
2) Fresh Expressions is still running and there is no age limit, so look out for
new projects;
3) Revd Sperring spoke of the success of the ‘Find a Voice’ Lent course,
highlighted the importance of Biblical discussion and shared prayers, and
suggested that as a circuit we need to meet more often for bible study and
prayer;
4) The next Songs of Praise will be held on September 6th.
MORE THAN GOLD
This event is growing and becoming more ecumenical. We were asked to
think and pray about the organisation and running of the day and also about
financial support. It was agreed that the cost of marquee hire would be built
into the Circuit budget. If any of the churches would like to have a stall at this
year’s event they should contact Dave Elliott. Stewards are also needed.

Circuit Services
Marton Methodist Church
26th July at 6.00pm
****************

Avenue Methodist Church Songs of Praise
6th September at 6.30pm
featuring our church organists
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Led by Rev Sue Greenwood
with

MELDYKE SQUARE

Sunday, June 28th - 4pm
Refreshments in Memorial Hall

“3 �r��nd� �nj�y�ng
��� S�l��u�� �ea�i�e
�i�h ��P
Mid��e��r�u��”
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Rob and Margaret are good friends of Dave and Sue Elliot
and as such, have visited a number of churches in our
Circuit to give talks and also to speak at services.
They attend St Hilda's Church in Redcar and we would
sincerely recommend Rob and Margaret as very inspirational
and interesting speakers.
Dave

The Smiles Foundation is known to a number of church organisations within the Middlesbrough Circuit, but to some it is an unknown
quantity.
The Foundation is a Christian charity (Head Office in Leeds) which
seeks to help poor people in an area of North West Romania. More
than 200 families (about 1 500 people) are helped by the generosity
of people who are willing to help those in great need. We seek to
bring faith, hope and love to people who need a friend. ‘You cannot
change the whole world, but you can change the world for
somebody’.
Margaret, my wife, and I go out to Romania on a regular basis to
help with the various projects so we are able to give ‘first-hand’
information on all the work done by the charity. We are willing to
visit groups to provide a personal viewpoint of the work being done
in God’s name throughout the various projects. As we have direct
contact with all the senior people in the charity, we can also provide
up-to-the minute information on all the projects. A visit to our
website at www.thesmilesfoundation.org will show you how a small
charity can make such a difference.
If you would like a presentation, either an update or a first visit,
please contact us on robnightingale@thesmilesfoundation.org or on
07505125323. We are always searching for CDs/DVDs and books
to raise money for Smiles.
Rob Nightingale

'The Circuits’ vibrant outreach to share the
gospel with hundreds of people who don’t
go to church and know very little about
Christianity
The FLAME project continues to thrive and grow due to the hard
work of all the volunteers. The good news of Jesus is spread around
Middlesbrough and Eston in different ways, allowing many different
people to learn about God.
This is exactly what Methodism is all about and how it started.

Here is just a taste of what goes on.
At Easter time there were RE lessons taken for the Yr1,Yr2 and Yr 3
children at Beechgrove Primary all exploring the Easter story in different
ways. This meant about 150 children learnt about the death and
resurrection of Jesus who actually might not have done so otherwise.
Twenty five Yr 2 children from Newport Primary visited Linthorpe Rd
Methodist Church for the first time to look at being part of God’s family
and also Baptism. Seventy four Yr 1 children from Whalehill Primary
School visited Eston Grange Methodist church again to look at what it
means to be a Christian. Twenty four Y4 children from Caedmon Primary School came to Eston Grange Methodist Church for an Easter service.
There was also an Easter assembly at Caedmon Primary School.
Children are the church of today and it is such a vital ministry to ensure
they learn about the love of God. If they are not nurtured in the Christian
faith where they are, how will they be able to bring their children up in the
knowledge of the gospel? So it is really encouraging to see this happen
due to the efforts of the circuit.
At the moment we are looking into the possibility of developing prayer
spaces in schools, piloting the idea with just one school first. This is
where an area of the school is made into a prayer room. Staff and
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children can come and explore prayer and have the opportunity to pray
in different ways. Topics looked at can include, social justice and
forgiveness. The room can be designed to cater for different age groups,
for those with a faith and those with none.
This is just a glimpse of what goes on and couldn’t happen without the
help of dedicated volunteers. Their work is really appreciated. If you
want to find out more please contact me.
God bless,
Hayley

Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network
and British unit of the World Federation
of Methodist and Uniting Church Women
There will be no Circuit Network Meetings during June, July
and August.
District Methodist Women in Britain events
Thursday June 18h at 7pm
President’s Evening at Grove Hill Methodist Church.
“Signing in Worship” with Celia Shires and Rev Una McLean.
Light Refreshments will be served.
All ladies welcome
Tuesday-Friday 14th-17th July. Area 3 Event, “Travel with Thomas” hosted
by Darlington District at Cober Hill. Cloughton nr Scarborough. (Bookings
only).
Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary
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Avenue Community
Project
The Avenue project has now been operating for 30
months, since the congregation at Avenue Church
ceased to meet. The Project continues to be operated
under the guidance of a Management Committee of people identified by the
Circuit Meeting. A Circuit Steward is Chairing this Committee and makes
regular reports to the Circuit Leadership Team and the Circuit Meeting as
necessary. A number of volunteers are fulfilling roles within the project and
a caretaker is employed to undertake the day to day over-sight of the
premises.
The number of differing groups currently using the building for recreational,
musical, and cultural purposes has remained stable since the project started.
The two main users are the Middlesbrough Asylum Project (MAP) and The
Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) who in return, provide a
substantial part of the income required for the buildings’ upkeep. The
building is used seven days a week. In addition to MAP and RCCG, other
groups using the building are; Zumba and Pilates classes, Irish Dancing, Line
Dancing, Tap Dancing, Alcoholics Anonymous, Live Art Class, Music Group
(organ tuition), String Orchestra as well as a monthly Coffee Morning and a
meeting place for former Avenue Members. In the past year we have hosted
two Circuit Songs of Praise, a further one will be held in the near future. The
Church is available for weddings and funerals by arrangement with Rev. Sue
Greenwood.
In terms of the premises themselves, the quinquennial inspection in 2013
identified approx. £2500 worth of minor works to the roof structure and
boundary walls. The works to the walls are now complete and plans are
currently underway to inspect the roof and commission any works
necessary. The five yearly electrical inspection has also been undertaken and
minor works undertaken including the installation of an electrical noise

limiting device to ensure that we remain a ‘good neighbour’ in the
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area. Plans for the future include the refurbishment of the hall floor
and improvement to decorative finishes as part of the normal
building maintenance programme.
As a result of physical inspections of the building and the positive feedback
received from the user groups it would appear that the project has a very
positive outlook for the foreseeable future. The outlook in terms of all the
current financial projections is very positive and the building is providing an
important local resource for the community.
MAP is financially secure for the immediate future and the current
premises are ideal for it to use and hence fulfill this important element of
Circuit outreach and ministry.
At the Circuit Meeting on 24th March, it was demonstrated that the Project
had achieved a stable position. The meeting agreed to the continuation of
the Avenue Community Project as a permanent asset within the Circuit,
contributing toward the Circuit’s Mission within the Middlesbrough and
Eston area.
Brian Glover
Chair

John Martin
Project Coordinator

I would like to extend a big ‘Thank you` to my churches for the many cards,
gifts and birthday treats on the occasion of my 50th birthday. You are very
special people. I was really overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity of
so many.
Also thank you to the Circuit Fresh Expressions people for their fantastic
50th birthday `surprise meal` at Central Park, Middlesbrough. I knew
nothing about it, Hilary did well to keep that a secret. I couldn`t believe
it!!!!! The meal was one of the best I`ve had, complete with a delicious
birthday cake. The night of fun and fellowship was absolutely marvellous
and a special word of thanks to Liz and Brian Milburn who organised the
party and must have `plotted` behind the scenes to get everyone there.!!!!
God Bless you all my dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Huw.
15

The Role of the Circuit Steward
We are starting a short series in Memo, which will try to shed light
on the role of the Circuit Steward within the Methodist Church. Each
of the Stewards will be writing an article explaining their particular
role within the Leadership Team.
As the current Senior Steward I have agreed to start the ball rolling and
we hope to try and explain in a practical way, what the role entails.
Every Circuit Steward can bring something new to the job as it brings
with it the opportunity to respond to Gods call in a very personal way.
Circuit Stewards are responsible together with Ministers in the Circuit,
for the spiritual and material well being of the circuit and for acting upon
any decisions of the Circuit Meeting. The Circuit Stewards are normally
appointed for a five year term, and work as a team and share collective
responsibility for leadership within the Circuit together with certain
specific thematic duties.
Within this Circuit, we have identified thematic roles for each of the
Circuit Stewards around the following headings:
Communications
Finance
Property and policy
Learning and development
Social justice
Obviously not all issues which might arise within the Circuit fit neatly into
these headings and we usually find a way of sharing out any additional
responsibilities as they arise i.e. arranging the District Synod when it falls
to our Circuit to play host, or making arrangements for invitations and
appointments when the time comes for new Ministers to be invited.
In addition, one of the Stewards also takes on the roll of Senior Steward
who acts as convener of the Circuit Stewards meeting and as the first
point of contact for people within the Circuit and outside should they
wish to bring matters to the Leadership Team’s attention.
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As part of their general responsibility within the Circuit, Circuit Stewards
Exercise pastoral care for Ministers and their families,
Meet as part of the Circuit Leadership Team together with the Ministers,
Keep themselves informed of the issues facing each of the local churches,
Be very alert and take advice on matters around, safeguarding, finance,
property and employment issues,
Keep themselves informed of developments within Methodism and the
Church in general,
Develop a vision and plans for Mission within the Circuit ensuring
appropriate consultation with the Church membership.
As well as currently being Senior Steward, my particular task within the
Leadership Team is to advise on property and policy matters and this was
obviously something which I felt I could contribute towards because of
my time looking after the architects and engineers for Middlesbrough
Council. As well as looking after the repair and upkeep of manses within
the circuit, I can also offer advice to the local churches as how to proceed
with any property work which they might be considering. We are also
under increasing pressure to consider how to address the burgeoning
demands for us to use new technology within the Circuit as more and
more information which we provide and receive from the Connexion,
needs to be accessed using computers.
Brian Glover

REMINDER
Normanby Methodist Church
F l owe r F e st i va l
W h i t We e k e nd 2 3 r d - 25 t h M a y 2 0 1 5
To Mark the 10 th Anniversary of the New Church
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Cathedral Pilgrimage.
Some years ago I made extensive
use of my Senior Citizens Railcard by
travelling to as many Norman
cathedrals as my curiosity took me.
In fact the exercise became something
of a pilgrimage, although that had not
been my original intention.

Lincoln Cathedral

They were of special interest to me because as I write, I am
looking up to one of the earliest Norman stone built castles in
the country, Richmond in North Yorkshire. So the legacy in
stone left by William of Normandy’s masons gradually became
the focus of my journeys. It was a link with the Stone Mason’s
craft, however, rather than any Norman connection that
determined my visit to Chichester.
A distant relative, a retired town planner in the city had
discovered that my great, great, great grandfather George Karn
had been a Stone Mason in Chichester in the 1830s. An example
of his work, a memorial tablet to a local MP, can be found in the
north aisle of the Cathedral’s nave. I was touched to think that
a distant relative had been associated in that minor way with a
work of such monumental splendour.
Even to a modern visitor, used to craning one’s neck to take in
huge structures, the Cathedrals represent large- scale
monuments to aspiration and devotion. Their graceful curves,
soaring arches, exquisite tracery, the combination of strength,
space and light, create a symphony in stone that lifts the spirits
and the eyes in wonder. They provide a worthy setting for the
excellence of the worship for which they were designed. It is
part of our history and culture that we have a rich diversity of
such fine buildings standing proud in our landscape.
In the culture into which Jesus was born there was only one
such awesome monument to the aspirations and faith of his
people. It was the impressive temple, built on the highest point
in the capital city Jerusalem, set within a huge open concourse,
and surrounded on three sides by colonnaded walkways and on
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the fourth by a long, three-storey high, civic hall. The temple
itself was not large, it could have been set within the outline of
a football pitch, but it was tall, almost fortress-like, in it’s
architectural strength. It had gleaming pillars, marble walls and
huge gold burnished doors. Its height and the spaciousness of its
setting, roughly twenty five times that of the building itself,
created a sense of space and majesty.
It was the focal point of the Jewish faith at that time, not just for
the city dwellers, but also for the whole country and beyond in
whatever lands Jews had settled. It was the hub for worship,
sacrifice, pilgrimage, formal and informal gatherings. The
colonnades around the perimeter were called Porches and various
sections of them had specific names, such as Solomon’s Porch,
one of the particular spaces used for informal gatherings
mentioned in Acts. (1)
There are two aspects of the role of the Temple worth noting.
One is that the early friends of Jesus remained loyal Jews
and took the opportunity to attend some of the services of prayer
held daily in the Temple. As far as the authorities were concerned
they were members of the Jesus sect, one of a number within the
Jewish faith. (2) The other is conjecture on my part. It concerns
the regular and accepted use of the Temple concourse as a place
for informal gatherings. Whenever I read of large crowds
gathering in the city to listen to the leading friends of Jesus I ask
myself, where was there enough space to accommodate so many?
When thousands are reported as responding to the message of
Peter and others, where did they gather to hear in more detail the
implications of their response?
The narrow alleys choked with market stalls and cramped housing
in the Lower City offered little opportunity. The sophisticated,
wealthy occupants of the Upper City would not have welcomed
crowds trampling over their well laid out avenues, spacious
gardens and ornamental pools. To me the obvious place is the
vast space, already provided, surrounding the building that had
drawn them there in the first place, the Temple concourse. The
occasions when large crowds are mentioned all occur during one
of the thrice-yearly religious festivals when pilgrims from far and
wide converged on the capital swelling the population by up to
four times its normal 25,000.
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The centre for the festivities was the Temple, so the huge
concourse surrounding it would have been heaving with people.
The colonnaded cloisters would have provided some secluded
space for smaller groups to meet old acquaintances or listen to
the friends of Jesus sharing their memories of their time with
him. For forty years I imagine groups of eager listeners
gathering around to hear the stories of Jesus being passed
around, mulled over, commented upon and questioned.
Whenever we read from or hear extracts from the gospels we
are receiving stories that have passed through these spaces and
the people who populated them.

(1) Acts 3v11

(2) Acts 2v46

Len Karn

CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY
PROJECT
Just an update! The collecting of what we class as
useful items continues and we regularly receive a
steady flow of ‘stuff’ for which we are extremely
grateful. To date we’ve packed, labelled and logged
160 boxes and parcels of various sizes and shapes. We need quite a few
more to fill the container, but we are hoping to take office desks and
chairs which will be used for sewing work. These are to be donated by
the guy who runs a recycling business in Middlesbrough and who
allows us to store our filled boxes at his place.
We’re still hoping that the container will leave Middlesbrough in July so
it’s definitely not too late to pass on your unwanted goods! We would
be happy to receive anything from the lists on your Church notice board,
but in particular, fabric and wool, plastic bowls and buckets, candles,
Bibles (truly a very precious gift!), unwanted medical equipment, paper
and exercise books, manual sewing machines and blankets.
Fundraising continues too and we do hope you can support our project
at any of our planned events. The next is on Saturday 6th June at Eston
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Grange – see the ad below, or come and be entertained at a fantastic
Folk Fest on Sunday 12th July at the Blacksmiths Arms at Swainby, at
6pm. If the weather’s good, that could be outside! Watch out for details
of that.
I am grateful too to those from your Church who continue to be your
Malawi Rep, namely:-Brenda Marriott for Marton, Ray and Lilian Pryde
for Eston Grange, Sandra Daniels for Normanby, Betty Finch for
Stainton, Kay Braithwaite for Nunthorpe, Kath Newton for Linthorpe
Road, Marjory Hodge for Ormesby, Jean Foley and Carol Roberts for
Grove Hill and Trish McCartney for Trinity. Please speak to them to
find out where and when to take any items you may have or tickets to
planned events you might want, and they in turn will get in touch with
me. If you need any clarification, or would like to make a cash donation,
please don’t hesitate to contact me on 01642-882673.
Thank you so much.
Linda Harkins

THE CHAGUNDA COMMUNITY PROJECT

Invites you to
‘BREAKFAST BUNS’
At Eston Grange Methodist Church
on
Saturday 6th June 2015
From 10am till noon.
Tickets £1.50 for tea/coffee/biscuit
Various prices for buns (bacon, sausage, egg or a variation
and scones)
Table top sale, books and raffle!
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“the listener” aka Vera Pearson
PAUSE FOR THOUGHT
CONUNDRUM

“If we are here to help other people – what are other people here for?”
Rev Rowan Williams (formally Archbishop of Canterbury)
“You are worth more, than the worst thing you have ever done”
Brian Stephenson (Harvard Graduate and Defence Lawyer)
Seventy seven Korean boat refugees, trafficked by illegal traders, were
adrift on stormy seas for seventeen days, when the boat’s engine had broken
down; they had no shelter, food or water. On the seventeenth day, a young
pregnant woman gave birth to a baby, but had no milk or even water to feed
it. The outlook was perilous and dire! A male Korean prayed his first
prayer, that, somehow, this new life would be spared. Out of the blue, a
British ship appeared on the horizon, and after frantic signals, saw their
plight and came to their rescue, and brought them all safely to England. To
fulfil the vow he made, “to be good”, he’d made in his first prayer, that
Korean is now a Christian Priest working in a parish in London.
Heard on Songs of Praise.
A Roman Catholic Nun, Sister Christine Frost, was interviewed about her
40 years ministry to the deprived, multi-racial community of Tower
Hamlets, London. When asked how she reconciled her Christian Ministry
to a multi faith society, she said “we all worship the same God, by whatever
name we call Him, There is only one God and one Heaven for all
believers”. She then quoted Micah 6 v8 “What does the Lord require of
you, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your
God”.
Heard on Radio 4
Lets us give thanks and pray for continued Out Reach Ministry of the
BBC, to those housebound, those hospitalized, those in prison, the non
churched and the casual listeners.
“A farmer went forth to sow and the seed was broadcast”
Luke 8 v5 2 Corinthians 9 v10
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People don’t notice whether it’s winter or summer
when they’re happy.
Anton Chekhov

Events around the circuit
Whit Weekend 23rd—25th May, Normanby Flower Festival
Saturday 6th June , Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am
to 12 noon
Saturday 13th June , Strawberry Coffee Morning at Trinity,
10.00am to 12 noon
Tuesday 30th June, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Sunday 28th June, Stainton Open Air Sing at 4.00pm
Saturday 4th July, More Than Gold at Stewarts Park 12.00pm4.00pm
Saturday 4th July, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby, 10.00am
to 12 noon
Sunday 26th July, Circuit Service at Marton Methodist Church at
6.00pm
Tuesday 28th July, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 1st August, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am to 12 noon
Tuesday 25th August, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Sunday 6th September, Songs of Praise Circuit Service at
Avenue Methodist Church at 6.30pm with our church organists.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION OF MEMO

All material should be with the Circuit Office by
3rd July 2015
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P R A Y E R
June 7th On this Sunday pray for all
Preachers and Worship Leaders,
and for the Preachers’ meeting to
be held on Thursday. Pray for Rev
Sue Greenwood and for Nunthorpe
June 14th We continue to think of
all those people facing important
examinations at this time and for
their teachers and lecturers. Pray
for Rev Huw Sperring and
Normanby
June 21st We pray today for the
Circuit meeting taking place this
week, and for all who attend this
meeting as our representatives,
that all decisions may be made
according to God’s will. Pray for
Rev Una McLean and for Grove Hill.
June 28th We pray today for ‘More
than Gold’ the outreach event
taking place in Stewart Park on
Saturday. We pray for all who are
leading this event and all who will
be influenced by the event. Pray
for Eston Grange
July 5th We pray today for all who
are ill and those in hospital and for
all who care for them. Pray for Rev
Sarah Ramsden and for her ministry
at James Cook Hospital and at the
Hospice. Pray also for Ormesby.
July 12th We pray today for all
Christians who are persecuted for
their faith and for those who help
and support them. Pray for Rev Len
Karn and for Linthorpe Road.
July 19th We pray today for the
work done with children and young
people in our Circuit. Pray for
Hayley Liversidge and for Stainton.
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D I A R Y
July 26th As the summer holidays
begin we pray that for all who look
forward to holidays, this may be a
time of enjoyment and recreation.
Pray for Jackie Fovargue and the
Linthorpe Road Resource Centre.
Pray for Marton.
August 2nd We pray for all those
ministers who are on the move
leaving friends and familiar routines
and going on to pastures new.
Bless and be with them and their
families. We pray too for those in
Lay Ministries, be with all who are in
training for these ministries. Pray for
our Circuit Administrator, Elaine
McIntosh and for Trinity
August 9th We pray for peace in
troubled communities, for all who
live in fear from those around them,
that our churches may be places
of welcome and reconciliation.
Pray for Ailsa Adamson and MAP.
August 16th We pray for all those
people receiving important
examination results at this time that
their may be rewards for hard work
and comfort for disappointment.
We pray for Rev Lawrence Law
and the Chinese congregation.
August 23rd We pray for those who
work for peace in our world, for the
leaders of all Christian
denominations and for harmony
and dialogue between the faiths.
August 30th We pray for the
Darlington District and for Rev Ruth
Gee. We also pray for our friends in
the Stokesley Circuit who now have
only one Minister that they may be
united in their mission.

