P R A Y E R

December 1st On this first Sunday in
Advent, we begin our journey to
Bethlehem to see again the miracle of
Christmas. Bless all those groups who
may be studying the Advent theme and
our individual prayers and meditation.
Pray for Rev Sue Greenwood and
Stainton.
December 8th We pray for the
Preachers' meeting being held on
Tuesday. We pray for all who lead
worship in different styles and for all
who provide the music for our worship.
Pray for Rev Christopher Wood-Archer
and for Grove Hill.
December 15th We pray today for all
who are busy preparing for Christmas in
our churches in so many different ways.
For many it is a busy and an exciting
time. Pray for Rev Charity Hamilton and
for Trinity and the Trinity Project.
December 22nd We pray today for all
those special services going on in our
churches, which often attract people who
wouldn't usually come to church. May
they be blessed and inspired by the
welcome they receive and the worship
they participate in. We pray that we may
all be blessed by the wonderful news
that God loves us so much, he sent his
Son to us. Pray for Rev Laurence Law
and the Chinese Church.
December 29th On this last Sunday of
the year, we pray that we may trust in
God who is the same yesterday, today
and for ever. Be with us as we enter
2020, with his hand to guide us. Pray for
Rev Mike Harland and for Nunthorpe.
January 5th We pray that as we enter
the season of Epiphany we may see
more clearly our vision of Jesus as Lord
of our lives. Pray for Rev Len Karn and
for Marton.
January 12th We pray for all those

D I A R Y
people who are ill at this time, those in
hospital and those at home. We pray for
those who care for them and pray today
for Rev Sarah Ramsden and her work at
the Hospice. Pray for Eston Grange.
January 19th We pray for the Avenue
team, and also for the Live at Home
Scheme. Pray for Linthorpe Road church
and the Project.
January 26th We pray today for all who
work in our churches with children and
young people and for those young
people who have returned to College or
University. Pray for the Circuit
Leadership Team that they may be
humble and faithful in their actions and
discussions. Pray for Normanby.
February 2nd We pray today for those
who are in training for ordained ministry
and for those who train them and for
those who select them for training. Pray
for all who may be thinking about a call
to preach.
February 9th We pray today for the
Mid Week services which take place at
Normanby and Linthorpe Road. Be with
those who lead and those who organise
these services. Pray for Elaine at the
Circuit Office and the valuable work she
does in supporting our churches.
February 16th Pray today for those
Christians standing up for their faith in
all walks of life. Pray for those who are
ostracised for their belief or culture.
Bless Alisa and the MAP team in their
caring work.
February 23rd We think of the start of
Lent in the coming week that it may be a
time to think and pray about our faith as
we share together or on our own. Help
us to benefit from this special time when
we prepare ourselves for Easter. Pray for
the Chair of our District Rev Richard
Andrew.
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STOP PRESS

The nights are drawing in, the heating is
on at times and the leaves are changing
colour – all signs of a change of season
and time passing. By the time you read
this it will be that time of year when you
go out to work in the dark and come
home in the dark. I like Autumn
because of the tree colours and crunchy
leaves. I like Winter with cold, dry,
sunny days and even proper snow (dry
and squeaky when you walk on it, not
the wet, slushy stuff) It’s a bit like life
really, there are things and times that are
comfortable and lovely and others that
we would rather not have to think about.
As usual Christmas and the New Year
will soon be upon us. A few days ago
the annual Macmillan Christmas Appeal
dropped through the letterbox. The
words on the front cover ‘It’s Christmas
Eve and nothing is stirring ..’ sparked
my interest and turning the page it

In the following pages you will find
articles that may give you the
comfortable and lovely feel – good
news, smile-making, thought provoking.
You may even be tempted to write
something for a future edition – it would
be great to see your words and thoughts
in print!
The Editorial Team send love and best
wishes for Christmas and 2020 to you
all

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
EDITION OF MEMO

CIRCUIT GIVING 2018/19
JMA
World Mission O/Seas
Sunshine Bags
MWIB Meetings
MWIB Easter Offering
TOTAL

continued ‘apart from Jane’s spoon in
her third cup of coffee’. A timely
reminder that while we get tied up with
presents, parties and visits there are
those who are not with their families
giving help, advice and support
whenever we need it. So let’s
remember those who work over
holidays in our thoughts and prayers this
Christmas time.

£132.82
£835.18
£216.43
£177.50
£105.00
£1466.93

Please send all contributions
to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office,
Nunthorpe Methodist Church,
Connaught Road, Nunthorpe,
Middlesbrough TS7 0BS

Thanks to all who contributed
in anyway

Or email to
mbrocircuit@gmail.com
by 1st January 2020

GOD BLESS
Judith Bone
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The Circuit Invitation Committee are delighted to announce
(subject to Conference ) Rev. David Godfrey, currently
Superintendent at Northallerton and Thirsk Circuit will be our
new Superintendent Minister, looking after Marton, Nunthorpe
and Stainton from September 2020.
We look forward to welcoming David and family to our
Circuit.
Ruth Lewis

The UK's favourite hymns
No doubt many people were surprised to discover that Jerusalem has been voted the UK's
favourite hymn in a survey held by BBC's Songs of Praise. Members of the public chose
from the 100 hymns that have featured most on the show over the past five years. How
Great Thou Art and In Christ Alone came in second and third. Songs of Praise host
Aled Jones made the announcement in a Songs of Praise special which was filmed at
De Montfort Hall in Leicester. Jerusalem did not feature among the top 10 the last time
the public voted in 2013, presumably because it isn't sung regularly in services of
worship.

The Top 10 hymns for 2019 were:
Jerusalem
How Great Thou Art
In Christ Alone
Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind
Abide With Me
I Vow To Thee My Country
Gide Me O Thou Great Redeemer/Jehovah
Amazing Grace
Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord
I, the Lord Of Sea And Sky
Ace (Association of Church Editors)
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“Business as usual”

rolled out smoothly.

The Superintendent’s Letter

There is no such thing as normality at MAP, it is in the
nature of the service that we encounter all sorts of issues
and unexpected challenges every day. However so far as it
is possible to continue “business as normal” our challenge
this year has been doing so against the context of a new
housing contract for Asylum-Seekers, which has not yet

In essence, there is a new housing provider for those seeking asylum. This has meant that
most service-users need to be moved into different addresses, and saw the introduction of a
new telephone line providing a single point of contact for reporting of any household or
support issues. A single telephone point of contact is a great idea …but not if it is not
answered! It currently takes 2 or 3 hours on hold before it is possible to speak to an
operator. That means that many issues which service users previously resolved by
themselves are coming to us, and we have been working closely with the new housing
provider to try to make sure that urgent issues are resolved.
Apart from that, we have this year carried on providing social
spaces and activities to allow those seeking asylum to feel
engaged within a community. Our Teesville drop-in has been
sharing UK culture by teaching English whilst demonstrating
the making of crumble, and even making pumpkins lanterns
for Hallowe’en. Over the year, we engaged with around 600
different individuals in the area. Groups have visited
Saltburn, Ampleforth, the Boro training grounds at Hurworth,
and we even had a trip to the Opera in Leeds!
As ever, we are grateful for the efforts of the 90 or so volunteers who offer their time
generously and often creatively, and who are the core of all MAP has to offer. As the year
comes to an end, we look forward to continued service in the new decade to come!
Ailsa Adamson

CIRCUIT OFFICE
The Office will be closed from 12.00 noon on Friday 20th December
and re-open on FRIDAY 3rd January 2020 at 9.30am
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
ELAINE
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'. . . our God contracted to a span.
incomprehensibly made man.'
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Dear friends,
Writing this letter for MEMO there are only 55 shopping days left to Christmas - and
that's excluding Sundays! But there's still plenty of time to do everything that you
traditionally do. By the time you read this, there'll be fewer little windows to open on
your Advent Calendar and less time for your Advent Candle to burn down but, in the
inimitable words of Clive Dunn from Dad's Army: 'Don't Panic!'
Of course God had much more time to prepare - he'd been planning Christmas from
the foundation of the world and when the time was just right, his messengers
announced to humble shepherds and to wealthy Eastern wise men that the time had
come. All the planning, all the preparation, all that risk to make his deepest thoughts
of Love become a Word - the Logos had became a reality - and they named him
Jesus. The most beautiful and costly Love Song ever sung. It's almost beyond our
comprehension - isn't that what Charles Wesley was intimating when he wrote one of
the most wonderful hymns we have:
'Let earth and heaven combine.' (Singing the Faith 208)
Looking over my Christmases in the Circuit, high on my list of things I'm glad to be
part of is the MAP Nativity, started by Rev Rosemary Nash, it's one of the most
humbling and inspiring celebrations I've ever been part of. Our Refugees and Asylum
seeker friends bring the story of the incarnation to life. . . The art of compromise
makes the story even more special with wise women as well as men! Shepherds with
safety pins holding their tea towel headdresses in place and always, a real live baby even though sometimes it's been a baby girl - how radical is that!
If you haven't been yet, I would warmly invite you to come and witness something
which will warm your hearts and make the Carols we sing, mean even more. Held in
church at Avenue on 11th December beginning at approximately 11.00am. You will
be made most welcome. . . and there will still be eleven more shopping days to
Christmas!
With my Love to you all at Christmas and throughout 2020

Sue
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What is Church?
It seems to me that for the last few months I’ve been hearing from the pulpit about our
response to what we do to further God’s work in and around our churches, about being
pro-active in preparing for the future – starkly to plan for growth or plan for a funeral of our
churches. Now that caught my attention! It was interesting to hear from the Chair of District
about some research done on this. One particular piece showed that the greatest growth was
achieved in those churches who had a small number of committed volunteers to push ideas and
outcomes along and not those who had big congregations, who came to church on a Sunday
but did nothing much more at other times.
In conversations between the Circuit Stewards we have been talking about the sadness of
closing Ormesby Church and that sometimes we have fewer people in the pews than we would
like. However, as the talking continued, we found that what appeared to
be a rather gloomy outlook was in fact totally the opposite and that this
Don’t be
is what we already do. To some people, coming into a church can be very
fooled:
scary, including where to sit (will it be someone’s seat) and what to do.
church is a
Then there is the singing, standing up and sitting down, and the collection
verb
plate (didn’t know we had to pay to come to church!)
God's love in
The Methodist Church’s ‘Our Calling’ is this – to respond to the gospel of
Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission – and gives a series of
questions to consider within the following areas. Our Calling says The Church exists through:
Worship - to increase awareness of God's presence and to celebrate God's love
Learning – to help people to grow and learn as Christians, through mutual support and care
Service – to be a good neighbour to people in need and to challenge injustice
Evangelism - to make more followers of Jesus Christ
If you have internet access more can be found under Our Calling on www.methodist.org.
To be able to do this we do not need to be in a church space. It could be in a café over a
cuppa, in the park, talking to your neighbour over the garden fence, at Toddlers groups or
jumble sales. I am a big fan of Godfrey Rust’s poetry and my latest favourite is called ‘Church
is a verb’ There is not room in this edition of MEMO but hopefully it can be included next
time as something else to think about.

and my wish and prayer for 2020 is that I will be able to go on answering God's call. I think
the company and support of my fellow preachers is so important and I have heard some great
sermons delivered by them which make me feel very humble. I also value our Ministers. It is
sad to know that 2020 is the year we say farewell to Rev Sue. I think that is one aspect of the
new year, many of us are not looking forward to. Sue has been, in my opinion such an
excellent minister. She is great at so many aspects of her job, but for me the two most
important qualities I shall miss, are her love and her preaching.
Of course we have to look forward and to pray for the new minister who will join us in
September who we know God will have chosen for us, and so we will celebrate that
appointment and look forward to working with that Superintendent Minister for many years to
come.
I guess I should have mentioned the national and international issues we have seen in 2019
and our hopes and prayers for a better world in 2020. An end to Brexit!!! a settlement, the
chance for our country to be united instead of divided. Remember the song, 'Let there be
peace on earth and let it begin with me' I think if there is to be a prayer for 2020 as far as I
am concerned then it is that song title.
So forgive me if these ramblings have had a personal flavour, I am sure that for all of us
looking back and looking forward is all about where we are and although we know the
importance of the wider world, it is in our own experiences and surroundings where maybe
we feel closest to God and to what being human is all about.
So I wish all of our readers a Happy and Healthy 2020 in which we continue to wonder at the
great things God does for us, and to trust in him the same yesterday, today and for ever.
Dave Elliott

A Tale of Four Kingdoms Pantomime
“ACTS” (Acklam Community Theatrical Society)
are presenting there next Panto

“ A Tale of Four Kingdoms” at Trinity Methodist Church,

Anne Smith

7th to 11th January 2020, at 7.00pm Tuesday to Friday
and 2.00pm and 6.30pm on Saturday.

I believe churches are meant for praising God. But so are
2 a.m. car rides, showers, coffee shops, the gym, conversations with
friends, strangers, etc. Don't let a building confine your faith because
we will never change the world by just going to church, we need to be
the church

Ticket prices are as last year, £8 adult, £5 concessions, £24 family
ticket and these can be ordered by phoning Kim on 01642 350289 or
07534794493.

Church memes

Come and be entertained!”

4

See our posters to find out how to book and pay online.
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the first Saturday of each month are organised by our Ways and Means Committee, and are
well supported by the community. Several outside bodies hold meetings on our premises
also: Keep fit; Trefoil Guild and the Local Council.
I think that our church and its members can be said to be adaptable! However, we don't have
a Sunday School, and most of our members are female and elderly!
Celia Shires

NEW YEAR THOUGHTS
The problem with writing this piece is that we are
still only in October!! I suppose one thing we do at
New Year is look back to the old year as well as
looking forward to the new year.
So, if I look back to 2019 one aspect which is dominant for me and my family was the
major operation our grandson Jack had in April. He has Cerebral Palsy, and this complex
operation was to help him to be able to walk. We really feel prayers are being answered
through the amazing surgeon and the physios who are working with Jack and will do until
April. He is making progress and it really has and continues to be, miraculous. Certainly a
highlight of 2019 and a prayer for 2020 is that the healing will go on. Thank you all for your
prayers, kind words and encouragement.
So in some ways that is something else which I will remember and take with me in to the
new year. The power of prayer, not just my prayers, but the knowledge that so many other
people were praying for Jack and for us, was in itself a miracle of human love. It has
restored my faith and helped me to value the people around me and the value of my Church
and Circuit family.
So I know from that point of view 2019 was a very significant year. As far as church is
concerned it is a reminder that we go on faithfully from year to year trying to do what we
believe to be God's will and it isn't always easy, we suffer set backs, numbers drop and we
wonder what the future will be. I look at my church and see that we have people in their
eighties still doing an amazing job keeping the church alive. As we enter a new year I really
pray for my church family as we have lost valued people who have 'gone to glory' and
some who are no longer able to be as involved as they used to be. Like so many churches
we pray for new people to come and join our families in celebrating the Christian life and
building God's Kingdom. A very important New Year wish.
Of course as I look back to 2019 Sue and I became 70 and had some wonderful family
parties and outings to celebrate. We were reminded again of the value of family life and also
of good friends. And I think for us all as we look back we will remember family events and
the company of great friends.
We will hope for more of the same in the New Year, for without friends and family, life
would be much the poorer. I am sure when you look back and look forward then many of
your thoughts and wishes will be centred on your family and friends.
I am privileged to be a Local Preacher and I thank God for another year of active service,
20

My Christian Journey Part 2
After I had given my testimony in church Rene Wanless asked me to join the Ladies Circle and
the Badminton. I did get to know more people in the church but had a yearning for something
more spiritual.
After I left the Baptist group we were told that it would be a good idea to join a house group in
our own church. So off I went to find one. I discovered that Bill Reeve held a house group so I
asked Gordon Wynne about it. He did not really encourage me to join but I was determined to
join. I asked Bill and he said come along so I did. It was a very erudite group and much of it
went over my head at the beginning. But I was filled with the Spirit and went on and on about
it and wanted them all to have it too. On reflection I probably drove them to distraction but I
went to the group for a number of years.
A few of us started to go to Linthorpe Road Church after evening service. This was a spirit-led
service conducted by Trevor Haigh. There was a music group, we sang from “Mission Praise”,
people stood up and gave testimonies, Trevor sometimes spoke about a Bible passage but not
always, people got out of their seats and told how God had been working in their lives.
Sometimes it was a very quiet reflective service, at others we very loudly praised God, it
depended how the Spirit led us.
Unfortunately Trevor left and some of us at our church thought that we should continue this on
our own at our church. We asked Gordon and he said O.K. but he could not always be there.
We roped in Clarice Atkinson too, she said she would come but she was not going to take part.
So Anne and I took most of these ‘services’. We advertised hoping to get more of the younger
members to come. One week just about all of the ministers turned up. This was very scary for
me. Unfortunately we gave it up because only half a dozen people were attending in the end.
Next, after numerous calls in Church for a Church Steward, I felt maybe I should ask about it. I
broached Gordon Wynne on the subject, only to get more information about what was involved
and before I knew where I was I became one. The team was Les Jones, Margaret Cullen and I.
During this time I found there were more meetings in the Circuit than I knew existed. In fact
everything that had a meeting in our own Church had a meeting at Circuit level plus some extra
ones and Stewards were expected to attend.
It was about this time I attended a course on management at school. If
you have not seen the John Cleese video about meetings then you should
watch it. I must say identifying the characters did make some of the
meetings much more bearable. I also met a good number of people in the
Circuit who I only knew by sight.
Gordon and Joan Wynne always went to Easter People and asked if a
group of us would like to go. It was at Scarborough. We really enjoyed it but trying to fit
everything in was exhausting. We went with Gordon and Joan until they left, then we
organised our own trip. It had become much bigger and we went to Bournemouth, Blackpool
and Scarborough again. I miss it quite a bit and so do the others. We used the experience to get
topped up with the ‘Spirit’, the holy kind and were encouraged to take it back to our own
churches.
I must say things were a bit dull when we returned but definitely more peaceful. On one visit
with Joan and Gordon they were selling off copies of Songs of Fellowship that had been used
5

during the week and we clubbed together and brought some back. All we had to do then was to
get people to use them. No easy task but I was Church Steward and Gordon was up for it so
they did get used from time to time.
Easter People is full of happy memories of fellowship and fun and meeting other Christians.
Worship varied from the reflective to a rock band and we tried them all. We even went to All
Age Worship sometimes. I remember one year there was a story of a duck with no teeth that
continued every day and we rushed down to dinner to ask the kids what had happened on the
days we had been somewhere else. We have talked about trying something else and Spring
Harvest has been suggested but as yet it is in limbo.
While I was Church Steward talks started on plans to change the front of the church, remove
the pews behind the communion rail and carpet the area to make it a more versatile space.
There was a lot of opposition. Eric Pearson made a model of what it would look like. But I
had finished my time as church steward before they agreed to do it.
Any change in our church has always met opposition I remember the Ladies Circle making a
banner and the hassle before it was eventually allowed to be put up in church. But it did
happen but then mysteriously disappeared again some time later. Things have changed
because we have banners up all the time now.
Next time will be my call to preach and share Jesus mission.
…… TO BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE

Celia Butler

Volunteer Story
(Taken from the Foodbank newsletter)

In the early eighties, Jean Reeve did voluntary work for the British
Heart Foundation at South Cleveland Hospital and for a long time I
was involved with Take Heart support
group. Since then both of us have volunteered from time to
time, particularly connected to the church. After nearly 40 years,
Jean, with others still runs a stall at James Cook University
Hospital, and I spend a short time on a Tuesday morning
helping at the Foodbank Depot. It is good to work at the depot
with others, receiving goods from as far away as York, as well
as local donations. I've made many friends from the group at the
warehouse.
On Fridays, Jean and I also work with nine others at Trinity Methodist Church, to distribute
a welcome, a smile, a hot drink and food to those who visit us. The volunteers at Trinity are
a terrific group, who are supportive of each other and the visitors. I think we all agree that
foodbanks should not be needed, but for many reasons they are. It is good to be able to help.

and uniformed groups within the Methodist Church or the many clubs and associations to
which you belonged or continue to support. Please write and tell us about them and how they
have fitted you for the challenges of life.
Vera Pearson

PEN PORTRAIT OF NORMANBY
METHODIST CHURCH.
To give you an idea of Normanby Methodist Church I need to
look back into history.
Back in the mid 1950's when I started to go to Normanby Sunday school, we met in two
different places. Patten Street and Cleveland Street. These societies had got together to
consider joining as one church some time before I started going, and the initial step was to
worship in each premises alternatively.
So one week, Sunday morning and evening worship was in Patten Street, the next week in
Cleveland Street whilst the relative Church Councils debated the future. Patten Street was
just one room with two vestries, whilst Cleveland Street's premises were bigger, comprising
of the church, Vestry, and school room where the Youth Club and Junior Guild met.
An independent source was consulted and advised that Patten Street should become the
Church and Cleveland Street become the Youth Premises. After some heart-breaking
decisions, the premises of Cleveland Street were renovated and in 1965 were officially
opened by Keith Schellenberg (though I had been the first person to use the new premises
for my Wedding Reception in the January.) The renovated building comprised of Sunday
School room, a hall with a stage, inside toilets, and a coffee bar!
So Patten Street and Cleveland Street became one church, 'Normanby Methodist Church'
with worshippers from both churches meeting together in the one place, and the church has
gone through several changes since. Indeed, Normanby has been a melting pot ever since.
As a church family we have welcomed others from: Jubilee Road in Eston, some members
from there worshipped at Normanby; when Lazenby closed, we welcomed some from there;
when South Bank closed we were joined by some of their members, people moved into the
area who had worshipped at North Ormesby Churches, and of other denominations; we
have former members of Avenue, and most recently members from Ormesby. Of the
original Patten Street and Cleveland Street members we still have a few left.
When the Disablement Act came into force, we knocked down the church and rebuilt it and
in 2004 we opened our new premises which has easier access for all, a kitchen, Round
Room, screens, and inside toilets.
Normanby has always enjoyed social evenings in my experience: we have several groups
who meet during the week, Wives, Sisterhood ( now once a month) Pop In, Wednesday
morning worship, Bowls, Knit and Natter, History Group, Gardening club and the Youth
Club.
Every Saturday we hold a Coffee Morning where we meet with Anglicans, Roman
Catholics, Salvationist, and those of no denomination at all. Our Big Coffee mornings on

Bill Reeve
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Mottos — are they crackers?

We have all been victims of those tantalizing questions and conundrums posed by the inserts
of Christmas crackers, and have been unable to answer them, and then groaned and laughed
at the clever wording, but inane answers as light dawned! But I refer to the more serious
kind of mottos – that brief sentence, phrase or single word used to express a principle, a
goal, an idea or a maxim adopted as a guide to one’s conduct. In literature it may be a
quotation prefacing a book or a chapter. In music it is a recurring theme or motif. The word
motto is derived from the Latin ‘muttum’ a sound muttered, a mutter or a grunt or Latin for
‘a word’
Try to recall all those mottos, personal to you – all the memories they evoke, both humorous
or serious, and their associations to groups you once belonged to. Tell us how you strived to
live up to them and how formative they were to you them and how invaluable they proved to
be later through family life, vocation and career. To start you off here are some of my most
formative mottos:
Do Right – a short, easily remembered slogan, but easier to say than always do. This was
the motto of The Sunbeams, the Salvation Army equivalent of The Brownies
Be Prepared – very practical advice for all kinds of situations in life – which of course is the
motto of the Scouts and Cubs. Prepared is forewarned!
Knowledge Strengthened by Love – this was the motto of my High School for Girls. As
young and foolish teenagers we thought it highly amusing. Since we were forbidden to even
talk to the Grammar School boys there was no possibility of our fantasies ever occurring.
But as I had three brothers at the Grammar School I broke that rule every day! Later in life
when we had gained some common sense, and perhaps maturity, we learnt the truth that
Christian love, Agape, is better, if strengthened with knowledge
My college motto was Nobless Oblige, a fancy French bon mot which means ‘Rank has no
obligations’ or ‘Privilege requires responsibility’ or in plain English ‘Remember the rock
from which you were made, the Quarry from which you were hewn’. This was further
emphasised at our Dedication service in Southwark Cathedral when the sermon was not
about our newly awarded certificates, diplomas, medals or cups and trophies – all the
glittering prizes – but about being mindful of the child in the back row, the one with the
snotty nose or smelly pants, the unwashed and the unloved. This brought us back to reality
and down to earth with a crash. Blood and Fire – a rather gory and fierce sounding motto,
until one realises it is the motto of the Salvation Army. So the Blood is that of our saviour,
Jesus Christ, shed for our redemption, and the Fire is that of the Holy Spirit, God’s gift to us
to continue Christ’s work here on earth. The Salvation Army’s other motto is Saved to
Serve, being the practical application of Redemption, because the two are inextricable – you
can’t have one without the other. I learnt the truth of this through worship and service at
various Corps (churches) in England, New Zealand and Germany. The latter was spent (just
ten years after WW2) doing relief and rehabilitation work, through the SA, at Stuttgart and
Bad Cannstatt. I learnt what Service meant, with a capital ‘S’, or perhaps service with a
small ‘s’ would be more modest and truthful when we saw the magnificent work being
achieved in such hard circumstances, especially worshipping together and each of us saying
in our own language ‘Forgive us our trespasses (only) as we forgive them that trespass
against us’
“Seize the day
I’m sure you will all have mottos of your own from
(or Carpe Diem)”
home, school, HM Forces or Regiments, social groups
18

MEMORIES OF SOUTH BANK & ESTON CIRCUIT
When I looked at the list of preachers today, I realised that I am the last of the preachers
from the old South Bank and Eston Circuit. When I started nearly 60 years ago, we had the
likes of Walter Benstead, Harry Hickman, Howard Vaux, Tom Doughty, Harold Cadman,
Jack Hayton, and Mr Reed. (You will notice they're all men!) Then came Mrs Joyce Jones
and it was she who mentored me.
I began my preaching service at Normanby with the Mission Band led by Mr. Bill Sayer,
and progressed from there. I had my trial service at a Men's Meeting at Normanby Road,
South Bank.
In those days we had two ministers, one based in Bourne Manse Eston, and the other in
Briarwood on Normanby Road. They looked after Lazenby, Lackenby, Grangetown, High
Street, Jubilee Road, Normanby Road, Middlesbrough Road, Cleveland Street, Patten Street
and Teesville Sunday School. (I think) and neither of them had cars!
By the time I came to preach, the big High Street Church had been closed and the
congregation met in the cemetery. I wasn't too keen on preaching there at night in the
Winter, having to walk through the cemetery! It was a warm and welcoming Church once
you got past the gravestones and found the light switch!
Lazenby was hard to get to for morning services, though I did occasionally walk to Lazenby
but eventually got a lift from Normanby with Mrs Cresswell. The Church was big and had
the beautiful stained glass window, now residing at Eston Grange. Lackenby Church was a
small room in a house with its organ and roaring fire!
The T bus could take me to Jubilee Road where I remember the big pulpit and the red light
above the pulpit which eventually found a home at Normanby. We had many emotional
Good Friday Services and Passion Plays there and lovely teas! I would have loved to have
taken part in those Plays!
Cleveland Street and Patten Street hold a big place in my heart for it was here that I joined
the Sunday School, and then the Youth Club where I spent many happy hours. I still have
the book I received for Sunday School attendance.

I remember a service in Cleveland Street with its side pulpit and front wall, with a motto,
when Bill Middlemiss preached and made an appeal and I answered that call,
Normanby Road, South Bank was a big Church, another high pulpit and big school room
where we had many youth rendezvous organised by Rev Tom Booth. Grangetown had its
own Mission Band some of whom are still around!
All those years of witness in the South Bank and Eston Circuit produced two ministers Rev.
Bill Middlemiss, and Rev John Sigsworth, and several local preachers - Jean Doughty, Ken
Farr, Harry McCallum, Ann Sigsworth, later on Marian Porter, Kath Neesam and Cynthia
Ryan and, of course me.
Thank you for your witness through the years. Celia Shires
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Time for a smile

StF 222 Who would think?
[Scarlet Ribbons] 870?

An elderly gentleman wasn't hearing well, so
he went to an audiologist practice for a hearing
check. They gave him test and fitted him up
with better hearing aids. They suggested he
returned in a month to check that he was happy
with them. He did so and he confirmed that his
hearing had improved significantly, The
audiologist said, "I would say your hearing is
now almost perfect, so your family must be
delighted." The gentleman replied, "Oh, I
haven't told my family yet. I just sit around
and listen to their conversations and I have
changed my will three times!"

Many years ago, I would not have thought that my entirely rational
husband, would be found a couple of days before Christmas, scouring
the shelves of a crowded Toys’R’Us and queuing! Yes the man who
always avoided a queue was doing just that, merely to purchase a garish
piece of over-packaged plastic. In other words he sought the certainly
over-hyped, marketing opportunity and must-have Christmas toy craze
called a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle. And he made it! Yes, this
indulgent father eventually got one [such was the demand they were
rationed] and my son spent a happy Christmas Day creating imaginative
scenarios in which Raphael, or was it Michelangelo saved miniature toy worlds from
complete disaster. And we were happy seeing his smiling little face.
Maybe you too in the past have scoured shops like Romer Parish or Fenwicks of
Newcastle, for the latest craze: Barbies, Transformers or a Cabbage Patch Kid for Christmas
and so completely recognise the sentiments in that lovely Christmas song Scarlet Ribbons.
Lovely song yes, but its message is theologically dubious to say the least. It took Evelyn
Danzig only 15 minutes in 1949 to write the music, but it was some years later, in 1956
when Harry Belafonte released it on an album, that it became a popular hit, covered by
many artists over subsequent years. The royalties from this one-hit-wonder kept Danzig in
comfort until her death in 1996 aged 94. Appropriately for Christmas, the song tells a
miraculous tale: a father overhears his little girl pray before she goes to bed for "scarlet
ribbons for her hair". It is late, no stores are open in their town, nor is there anywhere the
father can obtain the ribbons so he is distraught throughout the night. At dawn he again
peeps in and is amazed to see beautiful "scarlet ribbons" in "gay profusion lying there." He
says that if he lives to be a hundred, he will never know from where the ribbons came. The
implication is either that Santa exists or that God has answered this child’s prayer and left
the asked-for ribbons. Could this be so? Should this be so? Some questions ensue. First why
were her parents leaving it so late? They knew Christmas was coming, so why were they
unaware of their daughter’s passionate desire for coloured strips of red cloth, for her hair?
Moreover, the world, even in the 50s when the song became a big hit, is full of tragedy and
need, so is a request for frivolities like ribbons, red or otherwise, one suitable to bother God
with? And do we want to believe in a sentimental God who will magic scarlet ribbons but
apparently ignores more serious personal and global suffering? Even today, we his children,
like the little girl, are tempted to ask God for minor changes to our personal situations, a
sold house, a new job, an easier life. Now, as then in the song, is this right? Still, it’s a
lovely melody which is why John Bell, born in 1949, collaborating with Graham Maule,
used it for his lovely Christmas hymn: Who would think? StF 222.
It was actually an early Methodist, George Whitefield who first wrote: Why should the devil
have all the best tunes? The Iona Community has made excellent use of existing popular
tunes. Bell’s words are of the transcendent narrative of Christmas, yet he wraps them in the
simple and now familiar melody of the original song. In StF 222 Bell asks, rhetorically,
“What was needed…” to “save the earth”? An “army” ? A “plan”? A super-hero like a
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle? No. It is the familiar Christmas paradox: that the most
unlikely, a “holy helpless thing”, “a baby laid in hay”, “a child” even younger than the one
in the original song, leads the way and saves us.
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Christmas Stamps
Maria went to the Post Office to buy
stamps for her Christmas cards.’ What
denomination?’ asked the clerk. ‘Oh!
Good heavens! Have we come to this?’
said Maria, ‘Well give me 50 Methodist
and 50 Church of England ones please.’

New Year Resolution
I always make the same resolution and
I have never once broken it: every
year I resolve to give something up for
Lent and then when Lent comes, I give
up my New Year’s resolution.

Church Membership
I’m not C of E, I’m from the
Methylated church.

Let Sleeping Dogs Lie…
An old, tired-looking dog wandered into my
house. Slowly he walked into the sitting room
and fell asleep on the rug for an hour. The next
day he was back for another nap. This daily visit
and snooze continued for several weeks. Curious,
I finally pinned a note to his collar: ‘Are you are
aware that your sweet dog comes to my house
each day for a nap?”
The next day he arrived with a different note
pinned to his collar: “He lives in a home with six
children – he’s trying to catch up on his sleep.
Can I come with him tomorrow?”

Too Long in the army
I knew I had been in the army too long when
my five-year-old daughter sang her version of
“Silent Night.” It went like this: “Silent night,
holy night, all is calm, all is bright, Round yon
virgin mother and child, Holy infantry, tender
and mild …”

The Parish Pump

For your Diary
Trinity Methodist Church are holding a Singing the Faith singalong
session on Saturday 25th January 2020. Come and join us for a bacon
buttie at 9.30 a.m. and then help us to learn some of the new hymns and
praise songs
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News from the Circuit Meeting 11.9.19
Stationing – The Circuit Profile document has been produced and will be released on
October 16 to presbyters due to move in 2020. Likewise churches will be able to access the
presbyter profiles and select 5. In November we will hear if there has been any match, and
dependent on the outcome will inform our next steps.
A stationing prayer has been produced to use in our churches across the circuit as we go
through the process of seeking a new Superintendent Minister.
Circuit changes - After the closure of Ormesby the workload of our 3 presbyters became
very imbalanced. The Ministers considered how to share out the work more evenly and
after discussion and prayerful consideration, the result is that Rev Christopher will assume
pastoral responsibility for Grove Hill but will work with Rev Charity until the end of 2019
during the handover period
While this has been hard for all concerned, it was noted that our ministers are Circuit
Ministers and going forward they will each preach in all our churches at least once each
quarter.
Local Preachers –thanks expressed to all preachers for the work undertaken, not only on
Sundays but for the midweek services too, also to the Trinity Worship leaders for their
support. Noted thanks for the willingness of our lay preachers to stand in and preach at
short notice to cover illness and other emergencies.
Circuit Projects
MAP - thanks expressed to all churches for their continuing support which in turn enables
workers at MAP to provide much needed services. Currently there are some difficulties
with the transition to a new housing provider, but people who have moved seem happy that
the houses are better and the areas nicer.
TFFC - The cafe opens 2 mornings and is well used not only for food but support and
friendship. There is also a Bible study in the cafe. A sport/keep fit session is well used and
afterschool groups on Tuesdays/Thursdays where light snacks are available. Food bank
tokens are now able to be used in the cafe.

Bell’s repeated last two lines, “God surprises earth with heaven, coming here on Christmas
day” emphasise a key theological insight. Our God is a God of Surprises, especially at
Christmas. Maybe the best Christmas present you remember is an un-looked-for present,
which delighted you because of its unexpectedness. In the 50s I remember being thrilled
with a miniature sweet shop with real sweets. Who would think my sensible parents would
get me such a thing? “Wise men wonder” writes Bell, alluding to the Christmas magi, but
the parent singing Scarlet Ribbons wonders too at the astonishing and puzzling appearance
of a hair decoration on Christmas morning.
Perhaps we can take from Danzig’s song the way in which we can be surprised and
electrified by God’s unexpected presence in unlikely situations where we have given up
hope or wouldn’t predict finding the divine. Bell echoes this but develops and elevates it
into the eternal and cosmic mystery of “ a baby laid in hay” who will “transform and save
the earth” from complete disaster. “God surprises earth with heaven coming here on
Christmas day…” May you too, find yourself surprised by the divine presence somewhere
this Christmas and in the coming year.
Ruth Lewis

Songs of Praise Service
When Ron and I mentioned to Rev Sue we were going to organise a Songs of Praise service,
she immediately suggested we hold it at Eston Grange. I contacted the church leaders and they
were very happy that this should happen.

On October 6th we had the most inspirational service at this lovely church and received such a
warm welcome, and such comfortable and homely surroundings.
As it was Harvest Sunday at Eston, Ron and I decided to choose the theme of 'God's Goodness'

Avenue Project – the project continues to be successful with the building being used every
day.

We asked all our churches to find a volunteer who would talk about their experience of God's
goodness with reference to their church. The majority of our churches responded and what we
had was the most inspired group of individuals giving their testimonies as they witnessed to
God's love and goodness in their lives and churches. Ron and I felt it had possibly been the
most inspirational of all the SOPS we had arranged. The hymns chosen were well known and
lifted all our spirits and were enhanced by Sheila's great organ accompaniment.

Summer Adventure Days at Carlton – thanks to the Northallerton Circuit Bursary fund
successful adventure days were enjoyed by 2 groups of children who would otherwise not
have had this kind of experience.
Our links with the Northallerton Circuit continue to grow slowly, but steadily.

So thank you to those who participated in the service, what you brought was a real blessing,
God's spirit was really present in that service. Thank you also to the good people of Eston
Grange who worked so hard to prepare the church and make us so welcome. My thanks as
always to Ron, it is such a pleasure working with him.

News from Conference/District
‘A Year of Testimony’ (a year of story). We are being encouraged to share our Testimony
(story) in our own churches to help us build up confidence to be able to share our story in a
wider world. Information will be circulated from conference in due course.
District Initiative – ‘Every Church Growing’ (from Rev Richard Andrew) – we are
encouraged to consider ways in which our churches are growing, not just in numbers but
how is each church ‘alive’
Marriage and Relationship Roadshow – ‘God in Christ Unites Us’ – results from our
discussions will be sent to District and Conference to inform their decisions.

Here's to the next time.
Dave Elliott
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The world provides enough for every man’s need but not for
every man’s greed.
Gandhi
9

Lord, what is there to Christmas?
Lord, what is there to Christmas?
The wrapping’s all torn,
Some of the clothes I have worn,
At games I’ve been beaten and too
Much I have eaten!
Lord, what is there to Christmas?
I’ll stay up too late,
I’ll put on too much weight.
Then I’ll clear up the trash
And will have spent too much cash!
Lord, what is there to Christmas?
Surely there’s more than a brightly lit tree,
Surely there’s more than pushing and shoving.
Isn’t there something about your loving ….
…those too stressed to care….
…those too busy to share
The true message of Christmas?
Lord, what’s left of Christmas?
Help us to recall..
More than a stall,
More than just shepherds and magi
Mysterious angels and a song in the sky!
But of a shepherd - called, loved, cared and died
Despised and alone - in agony solitary..
…on a hill called Calvary.
Lord, that is the true message of Christmas?
A song that is old, but never out-dated
A message oft told and now celebrated
Your song of love comes from above.
..to touch our lives hurting and broken.
Lord, out of the darkest night you have spoken..
..of what there is to Christmas.
O, Lord, all that you are help us to see
And, at this time of Christmas help us to be
Shepherds and angels and to be wise.
And make a difference to all that we see.
Surely that is the true message of Christmas!

Allan Richards

to provide a safe, secure learning environment. Please give this project your support and
hopefully our District will be able to build at least one classroom for this school.
The District Project for 2018/19, “The Halo Project” raised £7,500. Our Circuit raised
£928.50. Grateful thanks to all who contributed.
Kath Smithies
Circuit Methodist Women in Britain (Network) Secretary

‘Paws for Thought’
I was in County Durham in 2017 with another brother and sister. I m black and I get
confused with my name – I’ll explain later.
After I was born many people came to see us and a family who lived along the road either
adopted or fostered me or whatever – and I started to live with them. They bought me a
new bed, lots of toys and special food. Later they took me out for walks and let me play in
a big field nearby. There’s also a stream and I like going into the water. When I used to go
for a walk along the path, I loved chasing and shouting at big people running along my path
and some people who moved on wheels didn’t like me because I shouted at them. Anyway,
my new ‘mam and dad’ fastened me to them and called me “naughty”.

On the field there was always some big toys but when I went to shake them, they squeaked
like my toys at home, but they jumped off the grass and moved without touching the floor.
They were very clever toys – not like the ones I have in my bed.
I love my ‘mam and dad’ and another big person but he keeps going away and doesn’t
come back for ages but when he does, he really loves to play with me. I sit on his knee or
he would sit on the floor and cuddle and stroke me. It’s smashing. There’s also another
younger lady – she’s great too.
Sometimes, in fact quite a lot really they take me to see my ‘grandma and grandad. I like
going there because they take me out on a big field and throw a ball for me. There’s a bit of
smelly water there and I went in to play, I really enjoyed it, but they won’t let me go there
anymore. I get annoyed when they stop and talk with other people who also have things
like me, but different colours and smells and I don’t like it when grandma and grandad
bend down to pat them. I try to bite and shout at them but its very difficult with a ball in
your mouth. Sometimes I lay down and roll the ball between my front legs. They think they
can get it but they’re a bit slow, so I have to back off to give them a chance. They think
they’re good but it’s only because I let them get it.
I’ll have to finish now as I want to go to sleep. Oh! Yes – confusion
about my name – Sometimes they call me “Murphy” but mainly “good
boy” and sometimes when I take food from the table or bark too much,
they call me “no” or “bad boy”. I don’t know what all these words mean
but I guess that’s just a dog’s life.
Bill Reeve
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Methodist Women in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network and British unit
of the World Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church Women

Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 13 December 2pm at Normanby, Christmas Meeting, Bring/Buy Stall
January/February

No meeting

MWiB Darlington District events
Monday 2nd December. Advent Service at Greens Lane Methodist Church Stockton TS18
5HP. Coffee from 10.30am, Service at 11am. There will be a soup lunch to follow.
Friday/Saturday 20th & 21st March 2020.
Minsteracres Overnighter at the Retreat Centre, Consett, Co Durham.
Facilitator: Jan Such Pickard
Commences with coffee at 10.30am Friday and ends with tea and biscuits at 4pm Saturday.
All ladies are welcome at this event, you do not have to be a member of a group. Booking
forms will be available through your Church Network Secretary or contact me for more
information. Early booking is advisable.
Your Church notice board will have more details of all Methodist Women in Britain events.

Methodist Women in Britain Project News
The District Project for 2019/20 is COCO, Comrades of Children Overseas. COCO believes
that all children, regardless of race, gender, ethnicity or economic circumstances should have
the opportunity to receive an education.
I quote from the words of Steve Cram CBE, a sponsor of the Charity.
“The importance of education for children cannot be overstated; education promotes better
health, improved self-esteem and the development of skills that are essential for making a
living in later life.

For 100 million children across the globe, poverty prevents them accessing the education
they so desperately need. People living in poor countries don’t want hand-outs; they want
the opportunity to transform their lives and the lives of their families. COCO works closely
with local community organisations to ensure that the money you donate is used to
maximum effect to give the poorest families hope for the future.
In this increasingly globalised world in which we live, the needs of the world’s less
developed countries are coming closer to our doorstep. Each and every one of us has the
potential to change the inequalities of the world. You can play your part, however large or
small, in eradicating poverty for the most vulnerable children in the world”
Seven new classrooms are needed at Mercy Primary school in Mbita Kenya at a cost of
£7000 each. Classes 1 to 8 are currently studying in dangerous temporary classrooms made
from corrugated iron. The classrooms are stiflingly hot during the dry season and it is very
difficult to concentrate. The weak structures can be easily damaged by wind and classes are
often unusable in bad weather. COCO would like to build 7 new classrooms for the students
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Snippets from Synod 14.9.19
As circuit rep I felt privileged to attend the latest Synod.
‘Thought provoking and challenging’ come to mind as I think
of some of the items on the agenda.
There was the Every Church Growing item, which amongst
other things encourages the local churches to consider their
hopes and dreams for the future.
We watched a video in which we saw a group of people, with differing perspectives on the
Bible and Christian Faith, consider marriage and relationships or rather we listened to the
story of how they were able to unite in love, whilst acknowledging their differences.
Amongst other relationships, they discussed cohabiting and same sex relationships as well as
what it means to be single in the Methodist Church. What struck me was how they talked
about getting to know each other and that seemed to be the key to being able to agree on a
report to present to conference. It’s easy, it seems to me, to have an opinion about ‘the other’
but when people really take time to listen and really get to know each other, barriers can melt
away.
After this we listened to Michael Harvey. He talked about being an inviting church rather
than a welcoming church (as good as that welcome might be) and gave some amazing
statistics of his experience whilst travelling to churches around the world. 7 out of 10 people
in the congregations said they had someone on their heart that they felt God was asking them
to invite to Church and of these 80% admitted to doing nothing about it! Some of the reasons
given were fear, fear of rejection; fear of getting it wrong, fear of failure. But Michael
reminded us that success is one person inviting and leaving the rest to God; God is leading the
invitation so the Mission is God’s.
A lot to think about as we ate our packed lunches and enjoyed the lovely cakes and scones
provided by the Cleveland and Danby Circuit.
After lunch we listened to Ed Mackenzie talk about Evangelism and sharing the story of faith.
He talked about being authentic, honest, when telling our story and also to keep it simple.
Where did God meet me today, this week, this month? It wasn’t just about telling our story
though it was listening to others, sharing our stories. If we can share our faith stories with
each other maybe it would become easier to talk to others outside of the church.
Definitely left Synod with a lot to think about!
Dawn Harris

Observation
How do you know Santa is a man? Well, no woman
is going to wear the same outfit year after year.
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Wood-Archer
NUNTHORPE
Saturday 23rd November - Christmas Fayre 10.00am - 12.00pm
Tuesday 10th December - Short Christmas Service before Coffee 10.00am
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm led by Rev Sue Greenwood
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 9.30am led by Ruth Lewis

EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT
(not shown on The Plan)
AVENUE COMMUNITY PROJECT
Wednesday 11th December - MAP’s Nativity For All at 11.00am Everyone is invited to
come along and enjoy a multicultural experience, with refreshments served before.
ESTON GRANGE
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion Service at 7.00pm
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 10.30am led by Rev Christopher
Wood-Archer
GROVE HILL
Sunday 1st December - 3.00pm Memorial Service
Tuesday 24th December - 11.30pm Sacrament Service led by Rev Christopher
Wood-Archer
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Joint Service with Linthorpe Road at
10.30am led by Rev Charity Hamilton & Dave Elliott
LINTHORPE ROAD
Sunday 22nd December - Carols by Candlelight, United Service with Trinity at 6.30pm
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Joint Service 10.30am at Grove Hill led by
Rev Charity Hamilton & Dave Elliott
MARTON
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 9.30am led Rev Sue Greenwood
NORMANBY
Saturday 7th December – Christmas Fayre 10am to 11.30am.
Sunday 8th December – Remembering Loved Ones Memorial Service 3.00pm
Saturday 14th December – Christmas Coffee Morning with Chocolate Tombola 10am to
11.30am, £1.00 admission including refreshments.
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion at Eston Grange at 7.00pm
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 9.30am led by Rev Christopher
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STAINTON
Wednesday 18th December - 7.00pm Village Carol Service held in the Memorial Hall
followed by refreshments.
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service at 10.30am led Rev Sue Greenwood
TRINITY
Thursday 5th December - 7.00 pm Community Carol Service followed by refreshments
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service 9.30am led by Rev Charity Hamilton

Ten things God won’t ask you when you die
God won’t ask what kind of car you drove;
He’ll ask how many people you drove who didn’t have transportation.

God won’t ask the square footage of your house,
He’ll ask how many people you welcomed into your home.
God won’t ask about the clothes you had in your closet,
He’ll ask how many people you helped to clothe.
God won’t ask which diet you were on;
He’ll ask how many hungry people you helped to feed.
God won’t ask what your highest salary was;
He’ll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it.

God won’t ask what your job title was;
He’ll ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability.
God won’t ask how many friends you had on Facebook;
He’ll ask how many people to whom you were a friend.
God won’t ask in what neighbourhood you lived;
He’ll ask how you treated your neighbours.
God won’t ask about the colour of your skin;
He’ll ask about the content of your character.

God won’t ask why it took you so long to seek Him;
He’ll lovingly take you into His Kingdom, not leave you at the gates of Hell.
The Parish Pump
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