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Well, how time flies. It seems no time at all since I was writing an introduction to our
(temporarily) scaled down edition of MEMO last year at this time. Now, here we are,
12 months on, in full colour and with photos to boot.
And what a 12 months it has been. In the summer, we had the disappointment of the
last minute cancellation of the More Than Gold Circuit event, into which so much
work and planning had been invested. Also, we had the sadness of the final act of
Methodist worship at Avenue, an event recorded in this issue of MEMO.
At the same time, in this issue we list all the events at all the churches in the Circuit.
At this time of year, there are more than normal and if you can’t attend an event at
your own church (or even if you can) please do make an effort to get to some of the
events at other churches and support them.
We’re pleased to say that all the planning for the cancelled More Than Gold event
didn’t go to waste and we have a report on the rearranged More Than Gold event held
at King’s Academy. In addition, we feature and celebrate with Linthorpe Road, 120
years old and still going strong. It is appropriate that our cover for this issue features
one of the landmarks of Christmas in years gone by, the Linthorpe Road Nativity
tableau which brought joy and the meaning of Christmas to so many, not all of them
church goers. And talking of Christmas …….
No doubt most, if not all of you are well advanced with your
Christmas preparations but this is, undeniably, a busy time of
year and so often, Advent passes us by because these December
weeks are full of secular Christmas parties and preparations for
Christmas.
If we’re not careful, the busyness of this season serves to distract us from having an
Advent season that truly prepares us for the celebration of Christmas, with all its
meaning. So, this year, everyone will be receiving an Advent booklet. For each day of
Advent there is a reading, a reflection and a prayer. This was originally put together
by the ministers and members of 4 churches in Chorlton. They have very kindly made
it available for wider use and we hope everyone will find time to read and reflect on
each days offering so that we arrive at Christmas filled with the true spirit of the season
The Communications Team wish you all, a happy, blessed and peaceful Christmas
and a joyful New Year.
Martyn Laverick
On behalf of the Communications Team.

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Since I wrote my last piece for MEMO summer has given way to
autumn and winter is upon us. With fireworks still ringing in our ears
we move towards the wonderful time of Advent. In this time we think
again about the story of the God who is from everlasting to everlasting
– alpha and omega – beginning and end. As we journey through Advent we hear words of God’s love for us, we hear again about the long
ings of God’s people through the ages and we look beyond our present
reality to the promised new heaven and new earth.
Advent Sunday marks the beginning of a new liturgical year in
which the Gospel of Luke will be our focus. Luke is a good guide for
us as we journey through the seasons. He introduces us to characters
who hoped and prayed for the Messiah to come, he tells us of the calling of a young woman to bear the Christ-child, he presents angels
bringing good wishes from heaven and he tells about the birth of a
Saviour.
Luke is always talking about journeys: Mary travels to Elizabeth,
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, Jesus as a child to Jerusalem, Jesus as a
man to Calvary. Luke also tells us about our journey. Disciples
walking in despair to Emmaus run back to Jerusalem with joy having
encountered the risen Christ. A prodigal son journeys into sin and
separation and then in penitence journeys back to forgiveness and restoration.
As we journey through the season of Advent on towards Christmas may we know that we journey with Jesus who makes all things
new. May we journey with penitence and discover that we are welcome at the
manger, with those other strange visitors, to marvel in adoration at the
God who comes to us as a child.
Happy Christmas everyone! With love,
Martin

M.A.P.
On 9th February 2012 MAP opened the latest part of its asylum project - a fitness and health club. By listening to our
clients' needs MAP identified that some of its clients wanted
to get fit but had limited opportunities to do so, mainly because of the cost.
One of MAP's volunteers had been on a training course at Middlesbrough
college to learn how to teach people fitness and
health and gained a relevant qualification. And
the idea grew! Thanks to a generous grant from
the Tees Valley Community Foundation, on any
Monday and Thursday evening a group of people seeking asylum and refugees (and others)
can be found at Linthorpe Road Resource Centre, working out! (Originally the event was to take place on just one night of
the week but the group decided it needed 2 nights). To date we've had as
many as 28 people working out and as few as 12 - and all would agree it's a
fantastic opportunity for them to get fit, trim up a little bit and improve their
general fitness. Thank you to the Tees Valley Community Foundation!"

Linda Harkins
http://www.teesvalleyfoundation.org/news/methodist-asylum-project-get-fit/

Jesus Is The Reason
In Bethlehem, God gave to us The
source of Christmas joy;
A star shown on a miracle:
The virgin birth of a boy.
He was born both God and man, A
Saviour for us all,
The way to get to our heavenly home,
If we just heed His call.
So as we shop and spend and wrap And
enjoy the Christmas season,
Let's keep in mind the sacred truth: Jesus
is the reason.
By Joanna Fuchs.
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FAREWELL
On August 26th, the day that had been at the
back of our minds for some while actually
arrived and the final act of Methodist
worship at Avenue took place.
The service was led by the Local Preachers and Worship Leaders of Avenue
and, during the service, we reflected on the past, talked about the present
and thought about the future.
When we were originally planning the service, we had anticipated that it
would be quite a small service for the church
family. In fact, the congregation numbered
some 150 as people came from far and wide
to say farewell to a church which had, at some
time, played a part in their lives even if it was
only, as for one man, that he had been married
in Avenue 63 years ago.
With so many people returning, the singing
of “This, this is the God we adore” to close the service was not the end.
The hall was bulging at the seams as people
gathered to renew acquaintances and to
reminisce over a cup of tea and it was al- most
12.15 before the last of them, reluc- tantly,
left.
Of course, since the decision to close Avenue was first made, things have moved on
and although August 26th saw the final act
of Methodist worship, for a while at least, the hall and the rest of the
building will be home to The Avenue Community Project whilst Praise
Christian Centre International who are partners in the Project, will also
continue to use the church for worship. This will ensure that, just as it
has done for the past 104 years, so the building will continue to serve the
community and witness to God’s love in the future.
Martyn Laverick

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
At the same time as Avenue was preparing for
its final Methodist service, another of
Middlesbrough’s great old churches was celebrating its 120th anniversary.
Linthorpe Road Methodist Church first opened its doors to the faithful on
August 10, 1892.
The congregation had previously met in the chapel in Richmond Street but
the movement of population to south of the railway combined with the bad
state of repair to the premises led to the decision to build a new chapel on
the corner of Borough Road and Linthorpe Road. As we know, today this
is one of the busiest intersections in town so it is hard to imagine that the
site chosen for the church in 1890 was once a rhubarb field on the edge of
Middlesbrough. The cost of building the church was £4,000 around £360,000 by
today's values a colossal amount of money for the congregation to find.
At first there was no stained glass, no organ and
no proper pews just form benches, many years of
hard work lay ahead to furnish the church and to pay the
debt. Over the years however, many bequests
and gifts to the church allowed improvements to
be made and the stained glass windows were installed as
a memorial to those who fell in the First World War.
The church fortunately survived the bombing of the Second World War but
lost a characteristic feature in the process, its railings. These wrought iron
railings once ran around the church on top of a low wall and were sawn off
and removed to be melted down to help the war effort.
After the war with the increase in heavy traffic the building suffered
structurally necessitating the rebuilding of the façade with the removal of
some decorative stonework and the prominent obelisk above the entrance.
During this post-war period however, the church became well known, even
to non-churchgoers, for its wonderful human Nativity Tableau, on the two
Saturdays before Christmas. Church members volunteered to dress and
stand motionless for several minutes at intervals throughout the day in the foyer
looking out on to Linthorpe Road. A lot of money was raised for various
charities.

This was started by the Rev. Arthur Ankers, his wife Irene and Phyllis Vigors.
The visual effect was enhanced some years after the start when a background,
made by Grangetown Boys Club, was added. There is no doubt that the tableau
became a very special part of Christmas for the people of Middlesbrough and
even the surrounding district. It is a real joy that we have been able to record
this on the front cover of this edition of MEMO.
As the years passed though, both the church and the Circuit developed a
vision for Linthorpe Road, a vision of the Christian mission of the servant
church seeking to play its part in the centre of Middlesbrough in helping and
supporting the town and the people in and around the town centre, and to
maintain and build the worshipping and witnessing community which had
existed there for over a hundred years.
Accordingly, after visits to explore similar churches in other towns and cities
and wide consultation with community organisations and others, the church
began major renovation work in 2003, moving back into the rebuilt premises
in the autumn of 2004. As many will know, the entrance is now on Borough
Road, and the building is spread over three floors.
The main hall is on the first floor, with lift access. It is the worship area for
church services, and Sundays see 3 separate
congregations, the original English speaking Methodist congregation, the Chinese speaking Methodist
congregation and the French speaking Worldwide
Mission Bethesda Prophetic Church, using the area
for worship whilst each Thursday there is a short
lunchtime service there. There is still a direct link
with the original building because the stained glass
windows that can be seen in the colour photograph have been retained in the
redeveloped building.
The room is also a suitable venue for conferences and large meetings, fully
equipped with modern technology for use both in worship and for
conferences. A range of community and meeting rooms share the first and
second floors along with two staff offices on the upper floor.
So on the 120th birthday of the church, its people look forward to the future
and to taking advantage of the many opportunities for outreach that the new
premises and the work of the Resource Centre offer.
The black and white photographs are used with kind permission of the
Evening Gazette GMC Ltd.

Serving the New
Community
Over the years, Middlesbrough’s population has
continued to grow significantly. Especially recently,
due to government budget cuts, it has forced many
new immigrants to migrate up north
as it is relatively cheaper to live here than it is compared to the south.
Within the new immigrants arriving up north there are many that
consist of Chinese ethnicity. Furthermore, with Middlesbrough being
one of the bigger towns in the north, it has brought many of these
Chinese immigrants to Middlesbrough looking for opportunities to
grow and to expand their horizons.
Many of these immigrants that move up here, tend to settle down as they
have adapted to the UK lifestyle. A lot of these immigrants then get
married, settle down and have children as they start their family. A
common trend within the parents however, is for the children to
maintain some sort of Chinese tradition as they grow up in the UK, and
one ideal method in doing so, is to learn Mandarin Chinese.
This therefore gives us the opportunity providing a service that can meet
this demand in which these new immigrants have. As many of the parents
feel that it is vital for their children to learn Mandarin, it is hard for them
to find a service that could provide this sort of teaching,
especially in a foreign country. Hence, I believe this has really been an
opportunity that God has created for us, to reach out to these new
immigrants, serving them in all possible ways.
Last year, we started this Mandarin class in Middlesbrough, and it turned
out to be a very successful course. Although in the beginning of last year,
the class in Middlesbrough only started with 9 students; there has been
evidence of continuous growth, as the class then ended with a total of 16
students. With these figures, it shows us there continues to be a high
demand; therefore we have decided to continue the course again this year.
And in September this year, we started with 26
students!

Last year, we had a parent who was very interested for his children to
learn Mandarin. However he did not hear about our course that was on
offer till the course actually started and was halfway through the
curriculum, as he is not from Middlesbrough but actually from
Hartlepool. Therefore, we placed his children on our waiting list for
this year, and as all three of his children are at the ages of 8, 6 and 4
years old, they all qualify to join our class. Hence, as this year’s
academic calendar begins, all three of his children have fitted in
well, and are all enjoying their Saturdays very much. The father is
a young professional who develops computer games for a living,
and he sees how important it is for all three of his children to learn
Mandarin and
would like this opportunity to broaden his children’s horizons and
equip them with certain skills that may give them an advantage in
their futures. Through this course, it has become apparent that we
do not only serve people in certain areas, but we serve everyone
within the North-East. Through this course, we have also been able
to reach out to new immigrants one way or another, and we only
hope that our services can continue in the many years to come
ahead.
This example portrays how our community continues to grow and
how there are endless ways in which we can reach out to them. A
friend through a friend, recommendations and through word of
mouth, it can continue to allow us to serve the
community under God’s name. I really hope
that you all can continue to pray for us, to ask
God to give us strength in serving His people,
and ultimately bringing glory back to our
Father in Heaven. We as a Chinese church are
dedicated in serving the community, we will continue in doing so in all
aspects and we only hope that through our services in reaching out to
the community, that people may see the Love of Christ in our
actions. Please pray for us!
Thank you and I hope that you all will be willing to support us.
God Bless
Rev. Lawrence Law

When the July event had to be cancelled because of the rain,
we were extremely disappointed, but when we started to
think about the situation we realised we had much for which
we should thank God.
We had built up many friendships and some very useful
contacts, and so we decided to go ahead and plan October
27th. We also made the decision to use King’s Academy as our venue.
We had our meetings and gathered everyone together and so on Saturday
October 27th our hopes and prayers were answered. It was a wonderful day,
and it brought people together to share in a very special and meaningful
experience.
There was an eclectic collection of music from Rock Band to Songs from the
Shows and a chance to hear some very talented children. The music was
coordinated by Jean Scarlet-Carr to whom we say a special thank you, and it
provided people with something very uplifting as they entered the building.
We were able to look at and experience many different cultures, through keep
fit and dance demonstrations and pictures and music. This was a
reminder of all God’s people and we are grateful to Linda Harkins and her
team for bringing this very cosmopolitan quality to our day.
The event was ‘More than Gold’ and so there was an element of physical
activity in the Sports Hall, a bouncy castle, a skate park and Keith Johnson’s
exciting and challenging games for children. Thanks are due to Keith who
put so much effort in to the many events he had organised.
Hayley Liversidge and her team of helpers provided an exciting venue for the
younger children with face painting, games and story telling. This venue was
well attended and thanks to the team who made it possible.
There was of course a need for physical refreshments and thanks are due to
the catering staff at the school who provided us with some very tasty cakes
and welcome drinks.
In many ways the centre of the event was our Worship Area. In this part of the
building there was chance to be quiet, to pray, to talk to people and to hear
some very uplifting messages from our visiting preachers. Dorothy Pearson
had done a great job in bringing this special area together for us and we thank
her and our Preachers.

Down the corridor it was possible to read and learn about a host of different
charities.
We are grateful to our stewards who made people feel welcome and ensured
they were informed of what events were available. A special thanks to the car
park stewards who had to endure a very cold and at times, wet day to direct
the traffic.
We really felt that the event had fulfilled our hope which was about
Christian outreach in many different forms.
There are so many people who made the day such a success and we are very
grateful to them.
Special mention must be made of King’s Academy staff who did everything
they could to support us and to make sure everything we had requested was
in place. Darren, the Events Manager, really was wonderful and his
expertise and his friendship were, and will continue to be, very special to us.
So where do we go from here? The answer is back to planning and praying
for our next event which will be on Saturday July 6th Where will the event be?
At this point we are unable to give an answer, but we will let you know as
soon as that decision has been made.
My personal thanks, as always, to Liz and to Kay, who were a real pleasure
to work with and whose expertise and tenacity made the day possible. They
also kept me right which isn’t easy!!
If you attended ‘More than Gold’ thank you, we hope it was as special for you
as it was for us. If you have comments about how we could improve the event,
of if there were elements you found especially helpful, please let us know
before the end of December.
If you didn’t come, then you missed a treat, make sure you have July 6th in
your diary.
Thank you to all those people, whether you attended or not, who prayed for
the event, we have all learned again the value of prayer.

Dave Elliott
On behalf of Kay Braithwaite and Liz Milburn.

THE MISSION IN BRITAIN FUND
2011/12

2010/11

372.96

376.19

ESTON GRANGE

-

50.00

GROVE HILL

-

-

LINTHORPE RD

-

20.00

MARTON

50.00

50.00

NORMANBY

337.00

320.00

NUNTHORPE

210.89

154.50

ORMESBY

54.12

112.11

STAINTON

-

-

325.00

325.00

NO INFO

7.28

1349.97

1415.08

AVENUE

TRINITY
TAX RECOVERY
TOTALS

SOME CHURCHES ALSO GIVE VIA
‘THE METHODIST CHURCH FUND’.
Prepared by V HORSLEY
5th October 2012

HAVE YOU A
FAVOURITE BIBLE
PASSAGE
Please let us know
which it is, and if you
would like, please tell
us why it is your
favourite?

Details to the
Communications Team
C/O the Circuit office

“ Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.
Why?
Firstly because of that word “through” - not
“in”, but through. There is a way through, no
matter how dark the situation.
Secondly, for there to be a shadow there has to
be a cause—a strong light behind it. That
light is Christ Jesus, waiting to help us with
the assurance, “ I am the light of the world”.

WORLD MISSION 2011/12
JMA

GENERAL

TOTAL

-

724.00

724.00

ESTON GRANGE

39.16

150.37

189.53

GROVE HILL

52.59

377.13

429.72

LINTHORPE RD

122.73

20.00

142.73

MARTON

104.45

-

104.45

NORMANBY

201.49

755.56

957.05

NUNTHORPE

-

-

-

ORMESBY

-

44.25

44.25

STAINTON

-

-

-

595.43

300.00

895.43

14.08

14.08

£2385.39

£3501.24

AVENUE

TRINITY
BANKED
30TH MAY

£1115.85

MARTON AND NUNTHORPE SEND DIRECT
TO MISSION HOUSE
Prepared by A D GIBSON
8th October 2012

Christmas Treasure
Dear Lord, we're here at Christmas time
To honour your sacred birth,
Dear Saviour, thank you for bringing all
Your precious gifts to earth.
As we delight in this holiday
With its bright and special pleasure,
We pray to remember all year round
That You are the only true treasure.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Avenue Community Project
By the time Avenue held their final service,
as reported on Page 6 by Martyn, a Project
Team had been formed under the Trusteeship
of the Circuit Meeting and will have met three times by the time this
MEMO appears.
The Project Team comprises:
Bernard Nixon (Chair), Ron Mapplebeck, Brenda Marriott,
John Martin, Trish McCartney (former Avenue members),
Linda Harkins (MAP) and Mrs Gamuchirai Munhupedzi (PCCI).
Paul White has been appointed as caretaker and, most importantly,
we have confirmed that the Avenue building remains available for
weddings and funerals conducted by one of our presbyters. Without
needing to advertise ourselves we already have two weddings booked
for 2013. Sadly we have also hosted a funeral for a stalwart member
of Linthorpe Road.
John Martin is our designated contact and via himself and Paul White
there has been a steady string of enquiries about potential future use
of the Avenue premises by outside parties.
Continuing the strategy adopted by Avenue Church Council before
they ceased, the Team has decided to do everything possible to
maintain the premises in good condition. Work already undertaken
includes extensive plastering and rendering of a water-damaged area,
and we are looking to modernise the kitchen for the benefit of current
and prospective users.
All in all, therefore, the immediate outlook for the Community
Project is very encouraging and we trust this will continue long into
the future.
Ron Mapplebeck
(on behalf of Avenue Community Project Team)

Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s
Network and British Unit of the
World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 14 December
Christmas meeting

2pm

January

No meeting

Friday 15 February
Speaker

Eston Grange

2pm
Trinity
To be arranged

District Network Event
Saturday/Sunday 23/24 February 2013.
Minsteracres Weekend at the Retreat Centre, Consett, Co Durham.
Facilitator: Christine Caddy
The weekend will commence with arrivals and coffee at 10.30am on
the Saturday and end with tea and biscuit at 4pm on the Sunday.
Booking forms will be available from Church Network Secretaries.
This event is for all women in the Church but Younger Women are
especially welcome.
Please contact me if you would like more information, I will be
pleased to help.

Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

MORE NETWORK NEWS
I am pleased to report that our own Celia Shires has been appointed
as District President from September 2013, serving as Vice President
from September 2012. We congratulate Celia on this appointment
and pray God’s blessings on her as she carries out this work.
The District Network Project for 2011/12, “Saying No to F.G.M.”,
has raised the excellent total of £11,629.39 which has been made up
to £12,000. This is an increase of £2,000 on last year’s total. The
amount raised by the ladies in this Circuit was £918.80. Grateful
thanks to all who supported this Project. The money will go to help
the Kenyan Methodist Women’s Network in their fight against
Female Genital Mutilation.
For the year 2012/13 the District has adopted 2 projects and money
raised will be shared equally between them. They are:
UNITED RESPONSE, a charity based provider, providing services
for adults with learning disabilities, mental health needs and physical
disabilities in their own homes, and more recently at an Outreach Day
Service based at a local Drop in Centre in Darlington. The money will
be spent on improving facilities and equipment at this centre.
NEPACS-North East Prisoners After Care Society, a voluntary
organisation based at Deerbolt Young Offenders caring for the
families of inmates in a variety of ways. These include arranging
special visits for children so that they can spend quality time with
their parent, learning through organised play activities, free caravan
breaks and small grants to help with financial difficulties.
A more detailed summary of these projects together with contacts for
speakers is available from Church Network secretaries

Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

Labour of Love
Harry Hindle was 62 and I was four, when I took up
temporary residence in his household as his evacuee
grandson.
He was a very upright man, which made him look taller than his average
height. He wore a moustache and had a head of thick grey hair. He had
smiling eyes, betraying a great sense of humour, which frequently escaped
his otherwise rather dignified features.
He was a married man with two young children when he obtained the post
of ‘Labour Master,’ at the National Children’s Home two miles up the hill
from his home village, in 1908 aged 31.
He arrived 38 years after the Home had been opened in what had been a
former notorious moor-land inn called ‘The Wheatsheaf,’ in a wild,
isolated spot between Bolton and Blackburn on the Lancashire Pennines.
The “Wheatsheaf” became the administrative centre of a small, horseshoe
shaped village of fourteen houses, each standing in its own grounds and
housing up to 22 children. Its total capacity was well over 200 children.
In addition to the school there was a cottage hospital, farm, dairy, bakery,
knitting and sewing rooms for the girls, a carpenter’s shop, a painter’s shop,
an engineering department and a ‘clogger’s’ shop. At all of these a limited
number of boys and girls were trained when they left school at 14 years.
‘Labour Master’ was a forbidding title for a man, whose sensitivity and
humour, were constantly breaking through his natural authority and
dignified bearing.
I get the impression from early family photographs that, as a young man, he
had a streak of shyness and always seemed to prefer a place at the back of
any photographic group, out of the limelight.
He was responsible for organising the boys into work parties in their ‘out of
school’ hours and for placing in work those who had left school. The overall
maintenance of discipline, the administering of punishment and the execution of haircuts all came within his ambit.
From my favourite vantage point of the garden step I saw the boys being

lined up after school in the big yard opposite and being allocated their
tasks by him.
Another of his many duties was that of Air Raid Warden. This
involved walking the half-mile to the top of the hill above the
house to occupy a lonely windswept, sandbagged lookout hut.
He had to scan the valley below for any signs
of light escaping the blackout restrictions; his own windows,
having earlier been safely sealed up, behind long greenlouvred shutters. He must have had a landline telephone to
contact his colleagues in the community below who could make sure any
errant light was extinguished.
I remember the time when he was doing something at the top of a long
ladder in the school hall. The lad who should have been keeping the ladder steady was distracted and the ladder slid away from him bringing
grandfather hurtling down. He must have been about 63 when it happened.
They carried him home and a bed was brought downstairs for him and he
lay in it with a damaged back for ages. There were hushed conversations
and only rationed glimpses of him for a while. But he recovered, and I was
not aware that he suffered any lasting discomfort or restrictions. Perhaps the
fact that he had continued to play football with the boys until that time, had
kept him fit and resilient.
Every year, in early summer, a reunion was held to enable old boys and
girls to return for a day of reminiscence and celebration of friendships.
Many took the opportunity to show their gratitude for what the various
members of staff had done for them. My grandfather’s presence was always
warmly welcomed with appreciation and the frequent recollection of
humorous anecdotes.
Some years later when he had retired and returned to his village in the
valley he could be seen, on fine days, setting off with
a group of similar ‘old codgers’ for a long walk along
favourite haunts. Walking sticks and flat caps to the
fore sharing their memories and celebrating their
varied experiences.

Len Karn

CHRISTMAS EVENTS AROUND
THE CIRCUIT
(not on the PLAN)
AVENUE COMMUNITY PROJECT
Saturday 15th December - MAP’s Nativity 4.00pm followed by Christmas Party.
Everyone is invited to come along and enjoy a multicultural experience.
Monday 17 December - 7.30pm Christmas Concert with Kaleidoscope Singers
ESTON GRANGE
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion Service at 7.00pm
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service 10.30am
GROVE HILL
Saturday 8th December – 10am to2pm Christmas Family Celebration. DVD for the
children, Fancy Dress come as Pantomime characters, carol singing, make
decorations, Christmas Cake icing decoration demonstration, stalls, food, quiet room
for senior citizens or anyone fancying a seat and Christmas music. Come along and
enjoy a time of celebration with something for everyone
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion service 11.30pm
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service 10.30am
LINTHORPE ROAD
Saturday 1st December - Christmas ADVENTure 11.00am
Sunday 2nd December - Churches Together Service at Salvation Army 5.00pm
MARTON
Tuesday 4th December - Mums & Toddlers Christmas party (Tuesday Group) 1.30pm
Tuesday 4th December - Churches Together Christmas Fayre at Nunthorpe Methodist
10.00am - 12 noon
Wednesday 5th December - LAH Christmas lunch 12.00 noon Booking required tel:
592321
Wednesday 12th December - LAH Good Companions Christmas Party 1.30pm Thursday
13th December - Mums & Toddlers Christmas party (Thursday Group) 10.00am Thursday
19th December - TNT (Thursday Night together) Christmas Celebration 7.30pm Monday
24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service 10.00 am

NORMANBY
Saturday 1st December - Christmas Fayre 10.00am to 12.00 Noon - all welcome
Saturday 8th December - 10.00am -11.30am Nativity Set Display
Saturday 15th December - Chocolate Tombola Coffee Morning 10am to 12.00 Noon
Tuesday 18th December - Carol singing to the Housebound meet at Church 6.30pm
with soup and mince pies afterwards
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Morning service 9.30am

NUNTHORPE
Tuesday 4th December - Churches Together Christmas Fayre 10.00am - 12 noon
Tuesday 11th December - Short Christmas Service before Coffee 10.00am Monday
24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Celebration
9.30am
ORMESBY
Saturday 8th December - 10 am Christmas coffee morning with chocolate stall,
gifts and cards and toys. Bacon butties and tea. £2.00
Wednesday 12th December - 7.15pm Wives Candlelight Supper with carols,
poems and supper. £3.50
Monday 17th. December - 12.30pm Luncheon Club Christmas Dinner and
entertainment. £5.00
Sunday 23rd. December - 11am Carols, communion and lunch. £4.00 (Limited to
50).
STAINTON
Thursday13th December - Stainton Chapel Music Listeners' Group
'An evening of Christmas music' presented by Mr Peter French at 7.00pm

Wednesday 19th December - Carol Service at 7.00pm led by Rev Sue Greenwood
followed by ‘party’
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day service at 10.30am led by Rev Sue
Greenwood
TRINITY
Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service 9.30a.m

Events around the circuit
Sunday 2nd December, Café Connect at Crossroads Community Café
6.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday 4th December, Pub Quiz, at The Apple Tree, Marton Manor with
Fresh Expression meet at 8.00pm
Sunday 6th January, Café Connect at Crossroads Community Café
6.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday 8th January, Pub Quiz, at The Apple Tree, Marton Manor with
Fresh Expression meet at 8.00pm
Tuesday 29 January, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Sunday 3rd February, Café Connect at Crossroads Community Café
6.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday 5th February, Pub Quiz, at The Apple Tree, Marton Manor with
Fresh Expression meet at 8.00pm
Tuesday 26 February, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at Avenue
Community Project, all welcome.
Lent Studies – following the success of our Lent Studies last year we plan
to hold them again. The theme will be based around the I am sayings of
Jesus and will hopefully follow a similar format as last year with lots of
activities, discussion and film clips to prompt thought.
The proposed dates are – Tuesday 26th February, Tuesday 5th March,
Tuesday 12th March and Tuesday 19th March. All to be held at the Crossroads Community Café, Linthorpe Road Methodist Church and Resource
Centre, Borough Road. 6.30pm to 8.00pm.
Contact Liz if you are interested email liz.milburn@gmail.com or phone
01642 592238/07752 503196
or Huw Sperring email huw.sperring@btinternet.com or phone 01642
515522

The Circuit Office will be CLOSED ROM
12.00 NOON ON FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER
and re-open FRIDAY 4th January 2013
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION OF MEMO
All material should be with the Circuit Office by
SUNDAY 6TH JANUARY 2013

New Year’s Days
The New Year’s days are white with snow,
The winds are laughing as they blow.
Across the ponds and lakes we glide,
And o’er the drifting snow we ride,
And down the hills we gaily slide,
For it is winter weather.
Each rushing stream is warmly dress’d,
An icy coat upon its breast,
And on each branch of every tree,
Packed in as close as close can be,
The next year’s leaflets we can see,
All nestled close together.

By Celia Standish

CHURCH

ADDRESSES

ESTON GRANGE
Corner of Churchill Road and Fabian Road TS6 9PP

GROVE HILL
422 Marton Road TS4 2PT (entrance on Farndale Rd)

LINTHORPE ROAD
54 Borough Road TS1 2JH

MARTON
The Grove, Marton TS7 8AB

NORMANBY
Corner of Cleveland Street and Patten Street TS6 0LW

NUNTHORPE
Corner of Connaught Road and Marton Moor Road TS7 0BP

ORMESBY
Corner of Pritchett Road and High Street, Ormesby TS3 0NQ

STAINTON
Meldyke Lane TS8 9AU

TRINITY
Stainsby Road, off Acklam Road TS5 4JS

P R A Y E R
2nd

Sunday December
On this first
Sunday in Advent, we think about the
coming of God’s Kingdom and we pray
for each one of us as we continue to
witness to Jesus in our every day lives.
Pray for Rev Martin Ramsden and for
Linthorpe Road.
Sunday December 9th We pray for all
who are involved in leading worship in
our churches, for Ministers and Local
Preachers and Worship Leaders and our
musicians. Pray for Rev Huw Sperring
and Normanby
Sunday December 16th We pray today
for all those children and young people
in our churches as they prepare for
special Christmas services. We pray for
Rev Sue Greenwood and for Stainton.
Sunday December 23rd We pray today
for all our carol services that they may
be a real opportunity for outreach to
the people who may only visit our
churches at this time of the year. Pray
for Rev Lawrence Law and the Chinese
congregation.
Sunday December 30th We thank God
for all that this Christmas has meant to
us, for all the special events in our
homes and our churches. We pray we
may have once more welcomed Jesus
in to our hearts and our lives and feel
confident as we go forward into 2013.
We pray for Rev Len Karn and for Grove
Hill.
Sunday January 6th We pray that on this
Epiphany day and throughout this
season, we may have revealed to us
more knowledge and understanding
of Jesus and what his presence and his
teaching mean to us and to our
churches. Pray for Linda Harkins and for
Trinity.

D I A R Y
Sunday January 13th We pray today for
all who are ill in mind or in body, for
those who care for them and those
who work to heal them. Pray for Rev
Sarah Ramsden and her ministry at
James Cook University Hospital. Sunday
January 20th We pray today for the
people of Avenue that they may be
feeling welcome and settled in their
new churches and have become part
of those Christian families. We pray for
the work at Avenue and for the team
managing and caring for that place.
Sunday January 27th We pray for the
many outreach activities of our Circuit
that God will bless and inspire those
who are involved in those projects. We
pray for all the staff at the Circuit office
and at Linthorpe Road Resource
Centre.
Sunday February 3rd We pray for all
who are visitors to our churches and
those who use our premises for many
different activities throughout the
week, that they all may find a
welcome. Pray for Hayley Liversidge
and for Marton.
Sunday February 10th We pray for those
who are seeking to be members of our
Methodist Church, for God’s blessing
upon their groups and those who will
nurture them. We pray for Nunthorpe.
Sunday February 17th As we enter the
season of Lent, we pray for Lent study
groups and for our own personal
journey that we may think again about
the meaning of Christ’s Passion and his
suffering. Pray for Ormesby.
Sunday February 24th We pray today
for all those churches which have mid
week services and those who have
prayer fellowships. We pray for Eston
Grange.

