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As I write this, it is only a couple of
weeks since Durham were crowned as
crickets champion county and it is still
(just) summer. As you read this
though, no doubt winter will be upon
us and all thoughts will be turning to
Christmas.
Accordingly, in this issue we list all
the Christmas events at all the
churches in the Circuit, or, more
accurately, we list all the events at
those churches in the Circuit that have
let us know what is going on at their
church. The Communications Team
have many and varied talents between
them but mind reading isn’t one of
them so if you want your event,
whether at Christmas or at any other
time through the year, advertised in
MEMO, please make sure that
someone gives us the details (and
while I’m on the subject, although last
quarter we had more material
submitted than we could use, this
quarter, contributions have tailed off
again. If you value MEMO, please
keep contributions coming in)
Back now to the list of events and you
will see from the list that in the run up
to Christmas there are more events
than normal taking place. If you can’t
attend an event at your own church (or
even if you can) please do make an
effort to get to some of the events at
other churches and support them.
No doubt most, if not all of you,
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well advanced with your Christmas
preparations. In the hustle and bustle,
please don’t forget those who are not
as fortunate and, if you can, make
extra donations to the Food Bank and
MAP, just an extra couple of tins etc
when you shop will make a huge
difference to someone’s Christmas.
This is, undeniably, a busy time of
year and so often, Advent passes us by
because these December weeks are
full of secular Christmas parties and
preparations for Christmas. If we’re
not careful, the busyness of this season
serves to distract us from having an
Advent season that truly prepares us
for the celebration of Christmas, with
all its meaning. Last year, everyone
received an Advent booklet which had
originally been put together by the
ministers and members of 4 churches
in Chorlton. This year, you should
also have received an Advent booklet
but this is our very own and all the
contributions are from people
connected with our Circuit. We hope
everyone will find time to read and
reflect on each day’s offering so that
we arrive at Christmas and move on
towards the New Year filled with the
true spirit of the season
The Communications Team wish
you all, a happy, blessed and
peaceful Christmas and a joyful
New Year.

The Superintendent’s Letter
Dear Friends,
I am writing this on 27th October. The day the
clocks go back. The day we become more
conscious of the darkness. In the darkness though
we see the stars in all their beauty. I have been
pondering them. It can take tens of thousands of
years for the light from some of the stars to reach us here on Earth. As
we look up we look back in time. Yet we can feel the significance of
those ancient things here and now.
Around two thousand years ago in Bethlehem a new light began to
shine. That light has been travelling through the centuries illuminating
people’s lives. The light shines now and brings blessing to us.
Those events in Bethlehem form the centrepiece of time. So many
years of watching and waiting had preceded the coming of Jesus.
Since then there have been so many years of transformation, new life
and blessing. Yet we still wait for the full realization of what Jesus
came to bring.
In Advent we look back. We remember all those who waited for Jesus.
We think of those who pointed the way like Isaiah and Micah. We
think of those who were there at the time like Mary and John the
Baptist. We remember how they longed for God to come.
As we look back and remember we also think about our own longing
for God. Come Lord Jesus. As we celebrate the birth of Christ again
we open our lives once more to His ever shining light. Come Lord
Jesus. As we look forward we ask God to work again in our age, in us.
Come Lord Jesus.
With love and prayers for a meaningful Advent, a peaceful Christmas
and a joyful New Year.

Martin
3

MAP NEWS
Offering a welcome to strangers
You all know that there is a strong community of people
within Middlesbrough who are seeking sanctuary. What you might not
know is how much flux there is within this population. Every week new
asylum-seekers arrive in Middlesbrough, and others move on. The
numbers vary, but they can be high. During summer 2013 there were
times when 20 or even 30 people arrived in Middlesbrough each week.
The point of arrival can be a low point, even for the kind of
resourceful, resilient people who make it through to the UK to claim
asylum. I speak to people every week who say that for the first days,
weeks or even month or 2 following arrival they stayed in their houses
scared to go out, or found themselves hopelessly lost.
Imagine trying to find the main Post Office in Middlesbrough – downstairs, inside a shop, inside a shopping centre – especially if you do not
speak or read English.
At MAP we are just starting a new service which aims to help people in
this situation. We have a team of volunteers, many of whom are still
seeking asylum themselves, or with refugee status. They speak the .
languages of those who come here, and they have empathy with the
situation of the newly arrived person. We have a “Welcome to
Middlesbrough Drop-In” at the community café at Linthorpe Road
Methodist Church every Thursday morning, and the aim is to encourage
new arrivals to come here, make links, and to find out the information
they need. The volunteers can provide information on the services
available, and about life in Britain, and will offer a walk around the town
centre, helping new arrivals to find the shops they need and the places
where they can be comfortable.
The service is in its very early days, but all the signs are that it is
proving very popular not just with those finding their arrival in
Middlesbrough a little easier than it might have been, but also with the
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volunteers who are really enjoying the meaningful help which they are
giving to others.
Ailsa Adamson
Project Manager, MAP Middlesbrough

“Taking a leap of faith”
After losing my husband, I wanted to remain as independent as I could,
but I struggled when I had to make decisions.
One Sunday evening about 3 years ago, our worship leaders were
taking the service and the theme was faith. Frank talked about sometimes
we have to take a leap of faith. I thought about this and felt those words
were meant for me.
Not long after, I saw an apartment advertised which I thought I would
like. Next morning I went down to the estate agents and got photos and
details. I got really excited and as my family were away on
holiday I went round to see Frank to see what he thought. He told me I
should take my leap of faith and God would guide me.
I put my house on the market and started making plans. Two weeks later
I was given a big blow, I was diagnosed with the BIG C. I really did
have to put my faith in the almighty. I had my operation, recovered and
eventually moved house.
I am so glad I took my leap of faith, it was the best thing I did. I am so
happy in my new home and keeping myself busy. So if anybody else
finds themselves in my position, just remember to take that leap of faith
and God will help you through.

Brenda Paxton, Trinity.
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'The Methodist Church actively showing
God's love by working with hundreds of
young families in the local communities
of Middlesbrough & Eston
Isn't that exciting and certainly I would suggest a good part of what this
circuit is here for. Also, yes it is true, hundreds of families whether
children or adults do come into contact with the work of FLAME
This is what I would summarise Flame to be all about. These days it is
no secret that young adults and children, for a whole host of reasons, do
not walk into a church. Consequently it is vitally important that the gospel is brought out to them where they are rather than hoping they will
come to us inside a church building. This is exactly what is happening
due to the work of FLAME. It also can be considered to model the way
Jesus worked and how Methodism started. People who would otherwise
know very little about God or the Christian faith are getting the
opportunity to experience it in a variety of ways.
Cafe Craft held for five days every half term at Crossroads Community
Cafe allows both parents and children to together learn about stories
from the Bible through artwork over refreshments.
The four children's clubs held in schools continue to have very good
attendance. Children do games and craft and hear Bible stories. During
discussions they are not afraid to ask difficult questions or to show
amazing spirituality in what they share. It is a similar story with the kids
clubs held at Grove Hill and Eston Grange Methodist Churches.
Messy church held in 3 churches in the circuit is where parents and children do walk inside church buildings for fellowship. Sometimes it is held
on a Sunday afternoon. They enjoy art activities, games, a time of
worship and sharing a meal together. There are plans to expand this to
further churches in the circuit.
Cafe Connect is a monthly ecumenical event that seeks to engage young
adults helping them in their faith journey. This is done through enjoying
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refreshments together, listening to music, prayer stations, watching
video clips and discussing the Christian faith through issues raised from
the films. Adults of any age are very welcome to attend so why not join
us sometimes to see what goes on.
In the summer, the first holiday club for years was held at Ormesby
Methodist Church. It was very successful with from 34-37 children
attending each day. I look forward to seeing further work develop,
particularly as our links with Overfields Primary School and Ormesby
Primary School grow.
For adults at Grove Hill Methodist Church there are plans to run an
OCN accredited cooking course particularly aimed at young mums.
As I write, my thoughts are beginning to turn to Christmas and the RE
lessons, special events and Christingle services that will be happening.
Last year fifty parents and children, came to
Linthorpe Road Methodist Church for a Christingle Event.
Two hundred and forty five staff and children and parents
from Beechgrove Primary School came to Grove Hill
Methodist Church for a Christingle Service and plans are
already underway for them to visit Grove Hill again this year
with the Year Six children being involved in planning the service. Planning for events with other schools will start as they
return after the half term break. These are great occasions to build relationships with the local community and to share the Christian faith.
Recently we held a FLAME team 'away day' which was an excellent
opportunity to look to the future, share ideas and plan how the work
could develop. Watch this space to see how things evolve.
If you are interested in getting involved, perhaps wanting to gain
experience working with children, please do contact me. Equally you
may know of someone who might well be interested. Also feel free to
speak to me about the project even if it is just to find out more .
My very grateful thanks to all who very kindly support FLAME as
volunteers or by prayer without whom this vital ministry would not
happen.
God bless,
Hayley
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TIMES PAST
(This started out as a true story – and it still is, but with
cautionary notes attached!)
Martyn’s passing mention of Rev William Gowland in a previous
issue reminded me of something I had been meaning to contribute to
MEMO for quite some time! So, here goes!

LUTON – 1967
An old diary contains a laconic, one-word, entry for
Saturday, 7 October 1967: Luton. Not carried over from the
Friday, nor into the Sunday, so all events were crammed into
the one day, so far as I can now recall.
It must have begun quite early that morning when five young men and true
(or so they would say!) piled into Herbert Hopper’s Land Rover (or similar
vehicle). Herbert was well-known around the then Middlesbrough Methodist
Circuit in his role as youth fellowship leader at Woodlands Road, among several other things.
Our destination was the Luton Industrial College which operated from 1954
until 1996. It had been started by Rev William (Bill) Gowland (1911-1991)
and he served as college principal until 1985. There we joined about 20 other
young men (yes, men only, sad to say, certainly on that occasion) and
participated in sessions during the day about, I imagine, the place of Christianity in the workplace.
Memory is dim regarding specifics but two things from that longish day are
still ingrained in my little grey cells. Although I had attained the age of majority a little under a year previously I was still at that time a somewhat shy,
quiet, retiring 21-year old (what happened to him?). Yes, and a bit naive, too.
As I recall, it was quite a surprise, and something of a shock, to hear Bill
Gowland himself use “industrial language” during his presentations (even
though, by then, I had been getting “shouted at” as a local football referee for
six seasons!). This may well have been to help him relate better to some of
those present, because not all attendees would have had a church background.
The other faint memory had a potentially much more tragic outcome. The UK
road system back then was not as developed as nowadays. We may well have
travelled back part of the way on the M1, then still under construction, but it
was late in the evening, in darkness, while we were on the A1 (probably
somewhere near Doncaster?) that we came upon the scene of an accident.
What seemed quite a big posh black car was, sadly, crushed and crumpled
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under the side-frame of a long, large, high-sided articulated lorry that had
pulled out of a side road or lay-by and was straddling the central reservation
and one full lane of the two-lane roadway in the process of entering the
opposite carriageway. Herbert pulled up just past the incident, grabbed his
first-aid kit, and we all went to see if anything could be done. From what I
recall, the prognosis for the sole-occupant male driver was probably not
very good. There was little we could do beyond checking that someone had
gone to find a phone to call the police and ambulance. I think Herbert engaged us in shining his large flashlight for some minutes to slow down oncoming traffic before we left. And, so back to Middlesbrough after a long,
but interesting, day out.
However, my real purpose in contributing this item is not in recalling these
rather vague details but, rather, to record the then young people involved.
They were:
Dave Lyness, then Avenue, later Trinity - now Church Steward at Skelton;
Ron Mapplebeck, then Avenue, now Normanby – local preacher and
member of Avenue Project Team;
John Martin, then King’s Road (North Ormesby), later Avenue, now
Marton – contact person and member of Avenue Project Team;
Stuart Nimmo, then Woodlands Road, later Southfield Road – local
preacher (to this day Stuart maintains he was “nobbut a bairn” at that time!);
Stuart Winnard, then Woodlands Road – now Property Steward at
Nunthorpe (and later married Herbert’s daughter Jenny).
I feel it is quite remarkable that, these 46 years later, we are all still involved
and active members in our own respective Methodist churches and circuits.
I think it says a lot for the judgement and foresight of Herbert and other
church and youth leaders of the time, and probably ministers as well (Frank
Crowder was the Superintendent Minister at Avenue), as I think the Circuit
sponsored the costs for that day.
Those five young men may have grown older (if not wiser), but we all hope
to continue to serve for quite some years yet!
That is what I put together to start with. Now, the cautionary bit! I was fully
convinced and satisfied these facts were correct so far as I could recall.
They must be true – I knew – because I was there! However, because they
happened 46 years ago I thought I would see if any of the others also
remembered anything.
At first it seemed none of them could corroborate my memories. Indeed,
Stuart Nimmo thought he was too young to be there in 1967, although he
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did go in one of the two subsequent years (so, seemingly, an annual event for
a while). I checked my diaries to make absolutely sure I had not gone again –
I hadn’t! At that stage my thinking was why should a small element of doubt
spoil a good story? I’ve got the courage of my convictions, so let’s publish
and be whatever it is! (John Martin agreed with this assessment, even though
he couldn’t remember anything about the day.)
Then Stuart Winnard replied and set the cat among the pigeons. At least he
confirmed he was there, and that his recollections of the accident described
were similar to mine. However, he also said the other Stuart was not there!
Two other lads, Geoff and Glen (whose names had also been suggested by
Stuart Nimmo, and who were likewise involved in the youth club at Woodlands Road) were there instead ... so it seems there were six, not five, of us!
Now, why, when I’d been so sure in my mind for many, many years, of the
five persons involved, had “young” Stuart been numbered among them? So
much time later, I just cannot say why my personal memories should have
become so jumbled in this way! (Although Stuart was – and is – several years
younger than me, we did know each other, not least from both attending the
same Grammar School!)
With such a big hole blown in the accuracy of my account, I considered
pulling the plug on the whole thing! But I’ve written it, they are memories of
times past, and .... those five young men did all go to Luton – even if in
different years! – and all are still closely involved in their respective
Methodist activities!
Maybe this incident will also help me and others understand why accounts of
the same event in the life of Jesus sometimes vary between the Gospels.
Memory does, indeed, fade with time, and there can be instances (as I think I
have now shown) that certainty can be shaded with doubt (and a degree of
inaccuracy!), without detracting from the main thrust of the story.
*****
Martyn also provided details of the Methodist Conference held in Middlesbrough in 1980 and, no doubt, I was involved, but only as a member of Avenue choir for the Conference Service. It did cause me to delve back in my
own memories to the previous Conference in Middlesbrough, which I find
was in the same year as that Luton visit – 1967. My extremely vague 46-year
old memories are of acting as a steward at the Town Hall for some of the
Conference sessions.

Ron Mapplebeck
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The Mission in Britain Fund
2012/13

2011/12

AVENUE

0.00

372.96

ESTON GRANGE

0.00

0.00

GROVE HILL

0.00

0.00

40.00

0.00

96.00

50.00

NORMANBY

307.00

337.00

NUNTHORPE

157.71

210.89

ORMESBY

70.00

54.12

STAINTON

0.00

0.00

TRINITY

325.00

325.00

TOTAL

995.71

1349.97

LINTHORPE ROAD
MARTON

Some churches also give via ‘The Methodist Church Fund’
Prepared by V Horsley 29th September 2013

Why Do We Celebrate Christmas?
Why do we celebrate Christmas,
A "Mass" for Christ, each year?
Why do we shop and give out gifts,
Basking in Christmas cheer?
Our joy is based in the Gospel,
The amazing "good news" of Christ;
We’re grateful for what He gave to us
And all He sacrificed.
Priceless gifts He brought,
Eternal life, and more,
A perfect role model for all of us,
He opened heaven’s door.
At Christmas time let’s be
Reverent and devout,
Celebrating a Christmas real and true:
Jesus Christ is what it’s about.

by Joanna Fuchs.
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PROMISES AND TEXTS
Do you remember the old “Promises Box”? If not, I had
better explain that it was a small box containing rolled-up
scrolls of paper on which were printed, in miniature, Bible
texts. These scrolls were stood up on end, tightly packed
together so all you could see were rows and rows of round
“o”’s.
The idea was that at certain events such as leaving home or at times of
perplexity, uncertainty or even, particularly during the war, danger, a
Promise would be selected at random, unrolled and read aloud to share it
with others.
It was rather a haphazard, indeed almost, a Lucky Dip game of chance.
Hardly perhaps, the best way to learn the Bible but it was effective because
it was amazing, despite its apparent randomness, how often the message
was direct and appropriate (we were simple believers in those days!!)
Of course we have to exercise caution. Years later, studying theology at
college, I was told in no uncertain terms how inappropriate and useless it is
to select texts at random. This was illustrated by the story of the man who
opened his Bible at random and picked on Matthew 27:5 – “And Judas
went out and hanged himself.” Annoyed at his selection, the man slammed
the Bible shut, re-opened it and picked on Luke 10:37 – “Now go and do
thou likewise”!!
However, in my youth, all sermons were based on a single Bible text which
was read aloud at the start and constantly referred back to during the
address so one was always certain what the main theme was (can we always
say the same today?)
The “Promises Box” was not the only way of learning Bible texts. We had
picture Bible Text cards from Sunday School which we collected and
treasured. More publicly, churches had “Wayside Pulpits” outside them,
displaying to all passers-by a Bible text for the week.
So we learnt the Bible, admittedly somewhat disjointedly, but via
memorable key texts.
We might today scoff at such methods as being old fashioned and yet these
days are almost the times of the “one-liner”. Newspapers use headlines to
grab attention, comedians tell pithy one-line jokes, politicians flaunt one12

liner policy statements and advertisers flash slogans – all trying to make us
remember and buy in to the product.
Quite recently I came across a modern use of the Bible text in such a way –
indeed maybe a variation of that old “Promises Box”. During a Pastoral
Visit, I was offered a bag of sweets and invited to choose one. On
unwrapping it, I found the text “yea, in all these things, we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us.” (Romans 8:37). A simple gesture,
a simple gift but a profound message. Thank you Reverend Sue.
These days, “Texts” mean something rather different, but are an equally
effective method of conveying abbreviated messages we want others to read
and readily accept. One can even send a text in return to prove you have
received, understood and accepted the message.
Is this all just nostalgia? Is it because my short-term memory is failing or
do we still need “Promises and Texts” to encourage us and build our lives
upon? What do you think? I’m sure the editors will welcome your
thoughts, whether you agree with me or disagree.
One thing is certain. In the words of that great hymn, the Old Hundredth,
“His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure”.
Vera Pearson.

DATE E!
G
N
A
H
C

MARTON METHODIST
CHURCH
“BEING PREPARED”
DEVOTIONAL DAY

THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 3.00pm—8.00pm
Please join us as we prepare for Advent. Light
refreshments from 5.00pm and Worship from 7.00pm.
ALL WELCOME PLEASE DROP IN FOR AS LONG
AS YOU ARE ABLE.
13

“BRIDGES
OF HOPE”
Conference at Holy Trinity Centre, North Ormesby on 3 October
2013
The Conference, sponsored by the Church Urban Fund, was called to unite
representatives of all churches and local charities working to combat poverty
in the town. The Methodist Church was well represented by 9 delegates
headed by Reverend Ruth Gee and Reverend Martin Ramsden.
The conference was welcomed by Reverend Dominic Black (vicar of Holy
Trinity) and Mrs Heather Black (co-ordinator of “Together Middlesbrough”).
The Bishop of Middlesbrough led the opening prayer.
The first speaker was Dr Paul Crawshaw of Teesside University on “The
Impact of Welfare Reforms” and he produced statistics to show the effect of
these reforms in Middlesbrough. This was followed by a talk on “The
Human Costs of Welfare Reforms” by Anne Young of “Christians Against
Poverty”. Her talk was illustrated by a personal testimony from a victim of
these reforms.
After the mid-morning coffee break, Heather Black’s talk, “Faith in Action”,
was illustrated by a film depicting the practical work of the Food Bank,
Breakfast Clubs etc and during which both recipients and volunteers were
interviewed.
Andy McDonald, MP for Middlesbrough, then gave a lecture titled “Am I My
Brothers Keeper”. He showed how his faith and politics combined to answer,
for him, the rhetorical question in the positive.
The morning session concluded with “Stories of Hope” given by various
charity organisers, including our own MAP Project Manager, Mrs Ailsa
Adamson who spoke about the latest addition to the many arms of MAP,
namely that of “Welcoming Work” which involves meeting new asylum arrivals and showing them around the town centre so they can orientate themselves and find out how to access the buildings and services they require to
make life less bewildering and more tolerable.
The afternoon session resumed with a theological reflection by Reverend
Canon Doctor Stephen Cherry (Durham Cathedral) who, with quiet conviction and modesty, spoke about how his daughter teaching in a deprived area
of the East End of London had taught him new ways of looking at life. He
went on to explain the difference between treating people with respect and
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dignity; the difference between education and learning, and about compassion,
“compassion alone is not enough but without compassion we can achieve
nothing.”
We then split for group discussion. Group 6 was chaired by Rev Ray Morris
(St Barnabas Church). We were asked to use our Head, Heart, Mind and Soul
to answer the following questions –
Head – What have I learnt today?
Heart – What touched me most?
Mind – What do we think we can do?
Soul – How has what I heard today affected my faith?
All very good questions which can be applied to all our Christian deliberations, whether in personal or public devotions or in practical planning and
committee meetings!
We re-assembled to put a (time-limited) number of questions to the panel
which consisted of Canon Paul Hackwood, (CEO Church Urban Fund)
Rev Ruth Gee, Dr Paul Crawshaw, Rev Canon Dr Stephen Cherry, Councillor
Charles Rooney, (Middlesbrough Council) Heather Black.
The conference was drawn together by the closing reflections and prayers by
the Venerable Paul Ferguson (Archdeacon of Cleveland) and the Blessing by
Rev Ruth Gee.
Delegates were then invited to hang a ribbon on a tree in the Cloister Garden
to represent their prayers and intentions to continue the work to combat
poverty.

Vera Pearson.

YOUR COMMENTS
I just wanted to say how much I appreciated the beautiful poppy cover on
the September - December issue of Memo . This is something very close to
my heart, as I lost my Uncle in the war . He was a Rear Gunner and was
shot down at the age of 20 . Bless him ! !
We are attending the Festival of Remembrance at The Royal Albert Hall . It
will be the fourth time for me . We find it so very moving .
Margaret Holmes, Normanby

From the Editors
Thank you for taking the time to contact us, all comments are
much appreciated. Please continue to send us your favourite
Bible passage, Prayer or hymn and if you would like please tell
us why?
Details to the Communications Team c/o the Circuit Office
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CHRISTMAS EVENTS AROUND
THE CIRCUIT
(NOT ON THE PLAN)
AVENUE COMMUNITY PROJECT
Saturday 14th December - MAP’s Nativity For All at 4.00pm followed by
Christmas Afternoon Tea. Everyone is invited to come along and enjoy a
multicultural experience.
ESTON GRANGE
Tuesday 17th December - Carol Singing at Normanby Methodist
Church, meet at 6.30pm
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion Service
at 7.00pm at Normanby Methodist Church
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service at 10.30am
GROVE HILL
Saturday 7th December – 10am to 1pm Christmas Coffee Morning, with lots of
stalls, including a very special Christmas stall, coffee, mince pies, and lots more.
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Service of Holy Communion 11.30pm
all welcome
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service 11.00am
LINTHORPE ROAD
Sunday 22nd December Joint Carol service with Trinity and Grove Hill at 6.30pm
MARTON
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Service 9.30am led by Rev Sue
Greenwood
NORMANBY
Saturday 7th December - Christmas Fayre 10.00am to 12.00 Noon - all
welcome
Sunday 15th December - 4.00pm Christingle
Saturday 21st December - Chocolate Tombola Coffee Morning 10am to 12.00
Noon
Sunday 22nd December - Carol Service at 6.00pm
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Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Communion at 7.00pm
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Morning service 9.30am
Sunday 5th January - Covenant Service at Ormesby at 4.00pm followed by Faith
Tea.
NUNTHORPE
Tuesday 3rd December - Churches Together Coffee Morning with a book stall
from the Baptist Tabernacle 10.00am - 11.30am
Tuesday 10th December - Short Christmas Service before Coffee 10.00am
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve Carol Service 6.30pm with Rev Sue
Greenwood
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Celebration 9.30am led by
Mrs Ruth Lewis
ORMESBY
Wednesday 11th December - 7.15pm Wives Candlit Supper and Carols,
Cost £3.50, Raffle and Tombola
Saturday 14th December - 11am Christmas Coffee Morning.
Sunday 22nd. December - 11am Carol Service and Christmas Lunch. £5.00
STAINTON
Thursday12th December - 7.00pm Stainton Music Listeners'
Group, Christmas Music Evening presented by Mr Peter Finch
Wednesday 18th December - 7.00pm Carol Service and mince
pies
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day service at 10.30am led by Rev
Sue Greenwood
Sunday December 29th -10am - United Service at Marton
Sunday January 5th - 6pm Covenant Service
TRINITY
Tuesday 12th December - Community Carol Service at 7.00pm
Monday 16th December - The friendship Group will be entertained by the
children of Whinney Banks School, followed by tea.
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day Family Service 9.30a.m
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Poets slant
Some years before she died, my mother gave me her book
of favourite poems. The collection was called The
Witnesses and was written by the poet Clive Sansom.
Most of the poems were written from the viewpoint of
people who had met Jesus, hence the title.
The poems contain brilliant insights into the responses of
people who met Jesus.
Like the bustling Martha chiding her reflective sister, “It’s all very well
sitting in the shade of the courtyard talking about your souls. Someone's got
to see to the cooking.”
The poet encapsulated a relationship in a couple of vivid sentences.
In the foreword to the 1967 edition of Alan T Dale’s New World The
Cambridge Professor of Divinity, Canon Moule says of the author, “He takes
phrases from the NT, which to me, are extremely familiar – and holds them
up at a particular angle or gives them just a little tilt and suddenly they shine
with a new lustre and freshness.”
That to me is the skill of a poet, and a quality that Alan Dale recognised in
Jesus with some surprise.
He discovered that Jesus use of poetry established a different wavelength. A
way of getting through to him that didn’t shout, or demand, or overwhelm but
instead fired his imagination. Gave him a vision and led him into a new
experience.
In his poems Jesus used simple, everyday images, slanting them at a new
angle, setting them to a rhythm and revealing a whole new kaleidoscope of
meaning that made them memorable and repeatable.
Take the poem about lighting a lamp. Most of his hearers lived in square,
single story, windowless houses. They were often dark. Although they spent
more time out in the sun than we can do, the contrast that met them when
they did go indoors meant that lighting a lamp was a frequent chore.
With a sense of fun Jesus talks about three things you can do with a lamp.
What do you light a lamp for?
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To put it out?
To put it under the bed?
Or to put it on a stand
To light the whole house
And all who live in it.
Remember they lived in dark times, their country was occupied by a brutal
regime, many of their leaders were self seeking and aloof. They were living
under a cloud.
Here was a poem about a light, told by a man who must have seemed like a
ray of light himself. They were basking in his charm. But what were they
going to do about him. Snuff him out, ignore him or celebrate him?
If they were moved by what he said, if they mulled over the image he’d
given them, applied it to themselves, became aware of their own
possibilities, as we might say, “Saw the light,” what might they do next,
dismiss the insight, avoid exploring it or tease out its meaning for
themselves?
Like the grit around which an oyster forms, the poetic image serves to
irritate and jostle in our minds until some new insight emerges.
Jesus used poems to get under our skin and make us think.

Len Karn

Please remember others
who are not so fortunate
The Middlesbrough Foodbank has
fed over 3000 people in their fist year.
They rely on food donations to feed local people in
crisis. From pasta to puddings, please give
generously, with in-date non-perishable food.
Thank You
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Methodist Women
in Britain
Incorporating Women’s Network
and British unit of the World Federation of
Methodist and Uniting Church Women
Circuit Network Meetings
Friday 13 December
Christmas meeting
January
Friday 14 February
Speaker

2pm

Grove Hill

No meeting
2pm
Normanby
To be arranged

MWiB Darlington District event
Advance notice.
Saturday/Sunday 15/16 March 2014.
Minsteracres Weekend at the Retreat Centre, Consett, Co Durham.
Facilitator: Margaret Foxall
The weekend will commence with arrivals and coffee at 10.30am on the
Saturday and end with tea and biscuits at 4pm on the Sunday.
Booking forms are available from Church Network Secretaries. This event
is for all women in the Church but Younger Women are especially
welcome. Final date for bookings is 14 February 2014.
Please contact me if you would like more information, I will be pleased to
help.

Kath Smithies
Circuit Network Secretary

MORE news from Methodist Women in Britain
The District Network Project for 2012/13 raised a total of £9,851.58 which
has been made up to £10.000 and each of the Projects, United Response and
North East Prisoners after Care Society will receive £5,000 each. The
amount raised by the ladies in this Circuit was £914.70. Grateful thanks to
all who supported this Project
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District Partnership with Dalit Women
For the year 2013/14 the Darlington District have pledged to support Connexional MWiB in their stand against the injustices forced upon the Dalit
people by: raising awareness across the Methodist Church in Britain,
informing our prayer for Dalit people ultimately working in partnership
with the Church in North India to resource the education of Dalit girls in
particular.
The Dalits, also known as the “untouchables "and “outcasts” make up
nearly one quarter of India’s 1.2 billion population. The Dalits are history’s
longest standing oppressed people group and most remain destitute and
illiterate. Around the world there are approx. 300 million Dalits, that is,
those without caste. The term “Dalit” means “those who have been broken
and ground down by those above them in the social hierarchy in a
deliberate way”. It is a term the Dalits themselves have chosen to describe
their state. The Dalit women are at risk of discrimination, dehumanisation,
degradation and violence every day.
By supporting this partnership with our fundraising, we can help towards
resourcing the education of Dalit girls and improving their prospects for a
better life. Please give it your full support.
More detailed information is available in the Autumn edition of the MWiB
Darlington District Newsletter. Look for a copy of this on your Church
notice board or check out the web site www.mwib.org.uk.

Kath Smithies

CIRCUIT OFFICE
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM
12.00 NOON ON FRIDAY 20TH DECEMBER
AND RE-OPEN ON FRIDAY 3RD JANUARY
2014 AT 9.30AM
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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Pub Quiz,
At The Apple Tree, Marton Manor meet at 8.00pm,
Tuesday 3rd December, Tuesday 7th January, Tuesday 4th
February.

Café Connect
At Crossroads Community Café, Linthorpe Road Methodist
Church and Resource Centre, Borough Road, from 6.00pm
to 8.00pm Sunday 1st December, Sunday 5th January,
Sunday 2nd February.

Bowling Nights
At The Hollywood Bowl, Friday 24th January—7.00pm,
Saturday 25th January—6.30pm. One game of bowling then
food.

Race Night
At Liz and Brian’s House, Coulby Newham, Wednesday 19th February
6.30pm. Bring nibbles to share.

Residential Weekend
To be arranged if enough interest—at the National Trust’s Gibside Estate.
Staying in their stables dormitory, cost is approximately £10 per person
per night with self catering facilities.
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/gibside

Lent Bible Studies
Following the success of our Lent Bible Studies we would like to plan a
Bible Study once a month which we would like to hold at different
Churches coffee mornings on Saturday mornings. We plan to consult the
different churches around the circuit. Could we come to your church?

For further details on all the events and to express an interest
in coming along please contact Liz
email liz.milburn@gmail.com or phone
01642 592238/07752 503196.
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EVENTS AROUND THE CIRCUIT
Saturday 7th December, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am - 11.30am
Saturday 4th January, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am -11.30am.
Tuesday 28th January, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.
Saturday 1st February, Big Coffee Morning at Normanby,
10.00am - 11.30am.
Tuesday 25th February, 10am to 12 noon Coffee Morning at
Avenue Community Project, all welcome.

Christmas Treasure
Dear Lord, we're here at Christmas time
To honour your sacred birth,
Dear Saviour, thank you for bringing all
Your precious gifts to earth.
As we delight in this holiday
With its bright and special pleasure,
We pray to remember all year round
That You are the only true treasure.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
by Joanna Fuchs.
DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION
OF MEMO
All material should be with the Circuit Office by
7th January 2014
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P R A Y E R
Sunday December
On this first
Sunday in Advent we pray that we
may be diligent in our devotions as we
journey through this special time of our
Christian year. Pray for Advent
fellowship groups. Pray for Rev Martin
Ramsden and Trinity
Sunday December 8th. On this Sunday
pray for all the work taking place with
children and young people in our
churches in the preparation for
Christmas services. Pray for Rev Sue
Greenwood and Stainton
Sunday December 15th. We pray for all
those people involved in charity efforts
to help people who find Christmas a
very difficult time of the year, thinking
especially of the Food Bank. Pray for
Rev Huw Sperring and Normanby
Sunday December 22nd. On this
special day, we think of all the carol
services and Family Services taking
place in our churches, and for the
outreach of the good news of the
gospel to people who may be
strangers to our churches. Pray for Rev
Sarah Ramsden and her ministry at
James Cook University hospital.
Sunday December 29th. We thank God
for the joyful news of this Christmas
time, God so loved the world that he
gave us his son Jesus. Pray for Ormesby
Sunday January 5th. On this the first
Sunday of a new year, we bring all our
hopes and fears and resolutions before
God, asking him to bless each one of
us. Pray for Rev Len Karn and Marton
Sunday January 12th. As we enter the
season of Epiphany ,we pray that
through our weekly devotions and our
worship we may come to a greater
understanding of Jesus, and
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D I A R Y
not just know about him, but know him
as our personal Saviour. Pray for Alisa
Adamson, for MAP and for Linthorpe
Road.
Sunday January 19th.We pray today for
all who are ill in mind, body or spirit,
those for whom old age means,,
difficulty and loneliness, and for all
those who care in a loving way. Pray
for the work of Linthorpe Road
Resource Centre and for the Circuit
Office and for the staff who work so
hard to enhance the work of our
Circuit.
Sunday January 26th. We pray for Boro
Angels, and for all outreach work from
our churches and through individual
Christians. Pray for Hayley Liversidge
and Eston Grange.
Sunday February 2nd. We pray today
for our Chinese congregations as they
celebrate their new year. Pray for Rev
Lawrence Law and Grove Hill.
Sunday February 9th. We pray for all
those Christian students in our schools
and colleges and universities that we
may encourage them in their witness.
Pray for Nunthorpe
Sunday February 16th. We pray for all
those people celebrating wedding
anniversaries, those becoming
engaged, those who come to our
churches to be married.
Sunday February 23rd. We pray today
for all who have responsibility for the
leadership of our individual churches
and for our Circuit leaders that they
may be guided in their decision
making by the power and wisdom of
the Holy Spirit. Pray for our District, and
the Acting Chair Rev Alan Coustick.

